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Dedication

To Neva, a true patron of the arts.—M.F.

To Mom and Dad—thanks for making me, me. And for a whole bunch of other stuff too. I love you tons.—B.J.
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Foreword

Being special is a nightmare.

It’s true. I know these things. How?

Because I’m special.

Don’t believe me? I’ll prove it to you.

You know that Christmas that almost never happened? Wait. You don’t remember? What do you mean you don’t remember? Oh, that’s right, you don’t remember that Christmas that almost never happened because . . .
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Yeah, that’s right. Me. Bobbie Mendoza. Age twelve. Christmas saver kid-person.

But before that I was a mostly normal tween-age girl. (Note: please forget I used the word “tween-age.”)

I liked normal stuff: like painting my little brother Tad’s toenails black with yellow stars when he’s asleep. Or convincing my mom that waffle-pops are part of a nutritious breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Or helping my dad dress up our dog, Maggie, to look like a hipster.
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Yup, then I became the “chosen one.” Chosen by two elves (yeah, elves, you heard me) to travel to the North Pole by whale (that’s right, a whale) and fight off demon snow angels and this creepy/scary Watcher machine in order to save Christmas. (I’m not making this up.)

I’m sure you read all about it. Except you didn’t. And THAT’S why being special . . .
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I thought when I got back from saving Christmas that maybe I’d be given a medal or a ribbon or at least a participation trophy.
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It wasn’t like I was expecting a parade in my honor or raspberry waffle-pops with the president or a personalized romantic ballad sung by my favorite singer, Jonas Jerklin. (No! I don’t think he’s dreamy. He just sings really, really well.)
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Did I just swoon out loud?

But of course none of that happened. And that’s what they don’t teach you in Being Special 101. When you get back from your magical adventure, where you have to be brave and overcome impossible odds and discover who you really are . . . there’s just one tiny little problem.

NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT IT!

Because . . .
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Mostly because no one would believe it. But also because . . . where would I begin?
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So I figured if I can’t tell anyone about it, then it might be best to pretend it never happened, right? If I can’t stand out, might as well blend in! There was only one problem with that. This guy.
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He’s my uncle Dale. And he’s weird. Not weird-uncle weird. We’re talking texts-with-elves weird. And this was before I saved Christmas. Back when he used to rant about Trans-Dimensional Barriers and cheer power, and we all thought he was crazy. But then I saved Christmas and it all turned out . . .
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He’s so happy now that he knows he’s not crazy that he doesn’t understand why I’m not happy. He doesn’t get that not being able to tell my crazy story is a real bummer.

Especially since I’m about to start at a brand-new school tomorrow. I know I’m supposed to be this battle-hardened Christmas-saving warrior, but the thought of having to fit in and make a whole set of new friends is causing me to FREAK OUT!

What if I can’t relate to them? What if they think I’m super weird?! What if I blurt out some crazy factoid about reindeer bladder leakage in the middle of lunch?
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Fortunately, Uncle Dale tried to help.

He found me a place where I can tell my story. He found a support group for folks who have encountered Trans-Dimensional Beings.
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A Trans-Dimensional Being is, generally speaking, something or someone that if you’re seeing it you probably shouldn’t be. It’s weird. It’s strange. But it’s NOT like my neighbor Mr. Billups, who mixes tuna salad with ketchup and anchovies.

Uncle Dale thought I needed some like-minded people to share my feelings. The problem is, these people are just as crazy as he is!

Trust me, nothing makes you want to be normal more than sitting around a group of people who swear a werewolf once delivered them Chinese food or how they saw a mer-man riding around on a Segway.

So that’s where I am right now. Trying to be normal. AT THE LEAST NORMAL-EST PLACE ON EARTH!
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Help!
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Chapter 1

So this is how I spent my Sunday evenings—in the smelly old gymnasium of the Nondenominational Church of Happiness and Stuff with my uncle Dale and fourteen other poor souls who claimed to have had an encounter with a Trans-Dimensional Being.
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How was this going to help me at school tomorrow?

“Thank you, Ms. Ginsburg,” said the group leader, Topher.

Topher is deadly boring. His only claim to TDB fame was growing up next door to a Sasquatch (who may or may not have just been some really hairy dude).
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Topher turned his attention to me. “Bobbie, do you have anything to share?”

Of course I didn’t have anything to share.

But if you don’t share, if you say, “Nah, I’m fine, Toph, I’m just here for the stale donuts,” then he just keeps poking and prodding you until you lose your temper or share everything in one long emotional rant. Sort of like a mom.
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Normally I’d cave, but I’ve got a system. Watch and learn.
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Aren’t I clever?

“Guess that means it’s my turn!” boomed Uncle Dale.

Uncle Dale loves it when it’s his turn. He doesn’t have any trouble sharing. Especially on his website.
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Since that Christmas thing I mentioned, traffic to his site has nearly tripled. From twelve monthly visitors to thirty-five.

Uncle Dale is weird, but it’s a good kind of weird. The kind that takes the attention off me.

Most of the time.

Uncle Dale addressed the group. “Bobbie starts a new school tomorrow and she’s terrified of not being able to relate to anyone or make any new friends because they may find out what happened to her in the Trans-Dimensional World.”

Wait. What?

Every eye turned to me.

Topher smiled. “Well, Bobbie, it does seem like you have more to share.”

I sighed. “Are you sure we can’t go back to Ms. Ginsburg and her farting chimney pterodactyl?”

Uncle Dale put his hand on my shoulder. “It’s okay, Bobbie, we’re here to help.”

I’d had enough.

“Fine!” I shouted. “I don’t want the new kids at my school to think I’m weird. I don’t want to accidentally talk about how I know Santa or I’ve seen things that everyone else would think are crazy BUT I KNOW are real! I want to fit in! I want to forget what I saw! I want to forget what I did!”
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Great. Now the rest of the session was going to be about me, my problems, and ME! I needed a distraction. I needed someone to save me. I needed a miracle!

[image: image]

Be careful what you wish for.
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