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DISCLAIMER

Humor is a well-known great stress reliever.

For some children, learning to read can be one of the most stressful times of their lives. This book uses humor to create a fun, relaxing way to help overcome that anxiety, restore confidence, and self-esteem.

One thing I have observed, is that having the ability to read, does not automatically make it easy to explain how to read. With that in mind, this book is not at text book. It is more of a guide to help the reader and those who perform the role of reading coach.

I want to be clear I am not an expert professional educator; I have no diplomas or degrees. I am just an eighty-seven-year-old great-grandmother with a love for learning. It is my hope that the fun approach Grammy and Gramps use to teach Danny can help others.

I am one of the last of a dying generation. My schooling began in a one room school in 1943. The school had eight grades and one teacher. I started school before I was six and ended when I turned sixteen. I believe if one has a curiously about life and can read, their education is never over. I know I’m still learning.

If this book helps the “Danny” in your life change the way they look at reading from “I dread books” to a happy “I read books” my goal will be accomplished.

As a side note: In the story I reference the comedians Bud Abbott and Lou Costello. Their skit “Who’s on First” is a timeless classic with a creative use of words, proving to a reluctant reader, words can be fun.

Nita Marie Clark
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Dedicated to all the heroes who step into the role of reading coach. Your time and efforts are a lifelong gift.
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Chapter 1

Gramps climbed into his old truck and paused for a moment to text Grammy:
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Grammy texted back:
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Grammy and Gramps, did not know, why Danny Had been a Gloomy Gus, but they were to soon find out and it would change the entire visit!

          [image: Danny siting in chair looking unhappy with his tablet in his hands]

Danny, may have been pretending to use his tablet, but he really was thinking about what his dad had said while practicing his speech in the car, “If humans had never asked questions we would still be living in caves. It takes smart people to solve our problems and smart people get smarter by seeking information from smarter people. That is why we are here today!”



 

Danny jumped up from his chair in the living room.

        [image: Danny standing in front of chair with his tablet in his hands and a smile on his face]

His Dad was right, if he wanted to solve his problem, he needed to talk to the smartest person he knew. He needed to talk to . . .



 

 

GRAMMY!
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Chapter 2

In seconds Danny was standing in the dining room, asking Grammy questions and pouring out everything that was troubling him! When he finished Grammy was wiping away her tears and thinking about how in the world she was going to answer!

             [image: Grammy sitting at the kitchen table talking with Danny]

Grammy wrapped Danny in a warm hug and lovingly tousled his hair. She reassured him that his family loved him just as he was and would love him forever! They would also 



 

be extra proud of him for asking for help. Danny began to smile as Grammy said that, he was one of the smartest kids she knew. The rules of the English language could be dumb, but he certainly was not! In fact many smart people had trouble learning to read!

Grammy suggested that if he wanted, they could spend the next six days figuring out why reading was a problem for him!

When Gramps came back with dinner, he was surprised to see his little buddy smiling and deep in conversation with Grammy. He was even more surprised at what they were planning.

After finishing their pizza, Grammy suggested Danny and Gramps forget game night and watch a movie instead. She had a plan to help Danny.



 

Chapter 3

However, before Danny and Gramps went off to watch a movie, Grammy told Danny something she had learned a long time ago. It didn’t require a book to practice reading. You just needed words and words are everywhere. In fact he was already reading, he just didn’t know it!

He could choose the movie by the picture on the cover. However, if he took the time to look at the words in the title, he was reading. By using his third eye to visualize those words and using his ears to listen to the sound of each letter as he said them he could give himself a reading lesson.

Danny, imagined what he would look like with three eyes. Then he howling with 



 

laughter as if he had heard one of Gramps corny jokes. Danny asked Grammy what in the world she was thinking? He wasn’t from outer space, he only had, two eyes!

            [image: Danny imagining he has a third eye in the middle of his forehead]

Gramps, who was listening at the door, joined in the conversation. He explained to Danny that, just because he could not see it, was not proof that it did not exist. Grammy was right. It was like a camera hidden in his brain taking pictures of everything he saw. If 



 

he was imaging Gramps with three eyes, Danny was using his third eye. That is what memories are, pictures in your mind that you use your third eye to see.

Danny looked very serious for a few seconds as he thought about what Gramps had said. He began dancing around the room singing, “Wow! What a surprise, humans are so cool, they have three eyes!” Now it was Grammy and Gramps turn to howl with laughter!

Grammy kissed Danny on the forehead. Danny remarked that it is good thing he didn’t have a third eye there! Grammy told them both goodnight and headed into her office.
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Chapter 4

The next morning the sun was just poking over the horizon, when Gramps and Danny grabbed their fishing gear and headed for the annual fishing derby. After they left, Grammy returned to her quest to find ideas to help Danny.

A few hours later Grammy was annoyed when her phone went off to notify her of a text. She didn’t want to be interrupted! There was too much about learning to read that they should cover and only enough time to cover the basics. Choosing what to teach Danny had not been easy, but she was almost finished. Grammy was even more annoyed when she could not even find her phone!

When she did finally discover her phone, the text message from Gramps, brightened her day:
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Grammy texted:
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Later that night, by the time dinner was over Danny’s head was nodding. Before Gramps could carry him upstairs to bed Danny was fast asleep. Grammy’s presentation would have to wait. One day down, five days to go!

The next morning, Grammy prepared for Danny’s lesson at the Command Center, aka the dining room table. Grammy expressed her concerns to Gramps about her qualifications to help, as she was not an educator.

With school out for spring break she could not even get advice from his teacher. Gramps did his best to relieve her doubts, all she could do was share what she had experienced in her childhood and what she had learned while helping their own children learn to read.

Gramps pointed out that, Danny had asked for her help and she had to give it. If he 



 

needed tutoring then his parents would get it.

Grammy gave Gramps a hug and asked him to stick around, his corny jokes might come in handy!

Danny wiggled around in his chair as Grammy began. But her words left him frozen in his seat! She couldn’t help him to read! Not until he spent time learning how to read.

Danny, groaned, he didn’t need help with that, he knew his ABC’s. “Yes,” Grammy replied, “but do you know how just 26 letters could create the more than 140,000 words that were currently being used in the English language?”

Did he know that six of those letters were, like the big shots of the show, because at least one of them had to appear in every one of those words?

         [image: Dictionary]



 

Learning to read was like chipping away at a giant iceberg. Recognizing the letters and reciting them in order only chipped away a tiny sliver! However if he knew how to figure out words he could knock off a very big chunk. That would help him read.

       [image: Iceberg]

Grammy had one more question. Could 



 

Danny tell her what the most important word he needed to know in any story?

Danny shook his head and told her that no one could, not even a genius knew. Grammy laughed and made a very loud buzzing sound to let Danny know, his answer was wrong!

The most important word to know . . . is the next one! And if he learned how to figure out words, he would never have to worry about his ability to read a book!

      [image: Stack of Books]

Books are just words strung together to make sentences. Sentences are strung together to make paragraphs. Paragraphs are strung together to tell a story, and Grammy had a story she was about to share!



 

Grammy handed Danny and Gramps several sheets of paper with the little story she had written on them. She instructed Danny and Gramps to look at the illustrations and to read it silently, as she read it aloud.

Danny had to really open his ears and listen to the sound of the first letters in of each of the words because, they held a secret. Naturally, Gramps being Gramps, had to pretend to check Danny’s ears.

Grammy, said that she knew it was a silly little story, but Danny and Gramps had to promise NOT to laugh. Of course Gramps and Danny started chuckling even though they promised not too!

Grammy picked up her copy and began her story:



 

Once upon a time,

Bob

 

Didn’t[image: Bob the maintence man beside a broken gate]

 

Fix

 

Gates

 

He

 

Just

 

Let

 

More[image: People running while shouting loudly]

 

Noisy

 

People

 

Run

 

Straight

 

 



 

[image: wierd colored Zebras with strange shapes for their stripes]Towards

 

Very

 

Weird

 

Zebras

 

AND

 

[image: Three angry looking Elephants in orange underpants]Angry

 

Elephants

 

In

 

Orange

 

Underpants!

 

When Grammy finished, Danny and Gramps tried not to laugh, but they only laughed harder!



 

Since they had not kept their promise, Danny and Gramps had to take turns reading the story aloud without laughing!

They were laughing even harder when Gramps finished. Danny hesitated for a minute. As he started his turn, he took a quick glance at the illustration then whizzed through the story!

When the laughter finally stopped Grammy asked Danny if he had discovered the secret in the story?

Danny responded, “Yeah, never look at Gramps if I’m not supposed to laugh!” Grammy said that was probably a good idea. However, it wasn’t the answer she was looking for.

Danny’s eyes grew wide when he heard the right answer. Danny had just read a list of key words to remember the phonic sounds of the alphabet!



 

The only ones missing were C, K, Q, Y, and X. Because they didn’t follow the rules, and they needed more attention.

Danny repeated the story this time from memory, emphasizing the sound of the first letter in each word.

Danny knew he would remember the fun he had shared with Grammy and Gramps and that silly little story forever! Danny ran around the table and gave Grammy a hug and asked her, what did he need to know about C, K, Q, X, and Y!

Grammy was almost in tears! She told Danny those letters would have to wait, until the next day. It was time for him and Gramps to go have some fun!
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Chapter 5

The next morning when Danny walked into the kitchen he found Gramps whistling a happy little tune and
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His mom is worried, he has
been Mr. Gloomy Gus all
week. We will have to try
to find out why before his

parents get back from the
Science Conference. Pizza
always makes him smile,
hurry back I'm hungry! LOL
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I had expected my little
buddy to grab his hoodie and
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a slowpoke. Evidently, this

old Slowpoke and a ride in
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modern technology. Danny
has been messing with his
tablet all evening.
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A three eyed wording
monster or maybe he just
thinks he is a comedian. Like
grandfather like grandson.
Sounds like no need to
spend any more time on
self-confidence. I would tell
you to bring lunch, but you
quys probably stink. LOL
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Wanted you to know
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their third eye I think
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