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Oh god, dear! Let them think what they want!
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Live Like Freddie
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The man the world came to know and love as Freddie Mercury chose his own name, created his identity and became one of music’s most iconic performers. Born in Zanzibar to Indian Parsi parents, as the frontman of Queen, Freddie defied rock conventions and wrote songs that blended musical styles and showcased his incredible four-octave range.

Freddie was known for his flamboyant style but offstage, many who knew him reflected that he could be shy. In interviews, he could be witty and arch, but also quietly spoken and reflective. His refusal to be defined by others is as much part of his legacy as his incredible talent for performing. The songs he wrote with his friends and bandmates Brian May, John Deacon and Roger Taylor have travelled around the world and Freddie Mercury has become a hero to many.

When Freddie died of AIDS-related complications on 24 November 1991, the world lost an artist and a man who was utterly unique. In perhaps the final act of Mercury mystique, Freddie asked to be cremated and for his best friend and one-time fiancée Mary Austin to never disclose where she scattered his ashes. The location remains unknown.

Freddie Mercury may have been one of a kind, but we can all be inspired his passion for life and music, his live-for-the-moment philosophy and his inability to be anyone but himself …

Believe in your vision

Freddie and Queen often came in for criticism for taking their music in a different direction – whether that was opera or disco. But Freddie didn’t care. For him, evolution was everything and one of the worst things you could do is to stay still.

Never apologise, never explain

Freddie never hid who he was but he also never came out publicly as gay or bisexual. He had no interest in labels other people might want to put on him and generally dismissed questions from pushy journalists with a witty quip. He believed that everyone should have the right to live how they wish and no one owes anyone else an explanation.

Be fabulous

Freddie’s dazzling stage outfits and his incredible sense of style defined the look of rock music in the seventies and eighties, still inspiring musicians and designers to this day. He dressed for himself and to look great while performing, though he never took it too seriously. The most important thing for him was to feel fabulous and express himself. What other people think is irrelevant.

Celebrate success

Queen’s songs are staples of the rock music cannon, their albums went multi-platinum and Freddie often strode out onstage in front of audiences of hundreds of thousands. For Freddie, confidence was key and he didn’t see the point in pretending to be humble. He always kept his sense of humour and loved joking with journalists about how much money he had.

Live in the moment

For Freddie, it was all about embracing the moment. A philosophy which probably contributed to making him such a mesmerising performer. He often said that he had no interest in his legacy or what would happen in the future, because he was enjoying everything too much in the now.
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‘I’m just a musical prostitute, dear.’






‘Music is for everybody, it’s an international language. Music is limitless.’






‘A song can mean anything. But I’m a true romantic and a very loving person, and I think that comes out in my songs.’






‘YOU’RE NOT going to ask me to interpret “Bohemian Rhapsody”, are you?’






‘I am the artistic leader of the group, I say what can and cannot be done on an LP and we sometimes get endless discussions about that, but in hindsight, I’m right.’
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