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        The Case of the Missing Body: A Lara’s Detective Agency Mystery by Stella Oni is set in Nigeria and is among the first in the book to take the reader to a genuinely foreign (if you assume America is your “normal”) place, with distinctly foreign manners, patterns of thought, and modes of speech. It accomplishes all this extremely well. The mystery in question isn’t a murder but, as the title suggests, the disappearance of a body from a morgue. Not just any body of course, but that of a tribal chief. It is delightfully well put together and a pleasure to read. The various interpersonal dynamics involved are what makes it all work and draws the reader in.

        LIBRARYTHING EARLY REVIEWERS.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I thoroughly enjoyed this detective novel set in England with a touch of Africa. Detective Ade is reflective and courageous. She's a single woman raising her son. The opening case begins when some young kids find a severed hand of a child in their neighborhood. With all the twists and turns, tales of sacrifice, etc. and lively characters you'll be engrossed in the story right from the beginning. I personally hope Stella Oni is working on a book 2.
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        “The Stranger in the House” (short story) features Nigerian housekeeper, Elizabeth Ojo, who simply cannot resist getting nosy about some of the guests staying at the guest house where she works. She discovers more than she bargained for and finds herself tangled in a case that could have deadly consequences. Like Blanche White from the works of Barbara Neely, Elizabeth is a character readers will relate to and immediately fall in love with; thankfully, this story is listed as a prequel to the London House series.
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      With thanks to the readers who read, listen, and return.

    

  


  
    
      Just days before Christmas, private detective Lara Ayodele is called to an exclusive Lagos funeral home where the body of a powerful Yoruba chief has vanished from a locked, heavily guarded viewing room. With a public scandal looming and the family due to arrive, Lara has forty-eight hours to uncover the truth. As she and her assistant Edith Chen dig into CCTV footage, suspicious staff, and a mysterious power cut, the case begins to reveal more than a security breach. Beneath the surface lies a story shaped by power, silence, and long-buried pain.

    

  


  
    
      As a private detective, Lara Ayodele's job knows no season. The holidays are usually the busiest, so she was not surprised when she got a strange call from a client a few days before Christmas. She usually watched people’s mad Christmas rush with scepticism. After all, it was not like the season changed in Nigeria. The weather was drier or more humid depending on the part of the country. Usually, it signalled the dry season, and that was it.

      But her sister, Eni, prepared for the holiday like a crazed woman and always found ways to pull Lara in. As she drove through Eni's tree-lined house festooned with winking Christmas lights, Lara chided herself for giving in to her sister again this year. It was not that Eni needed any assistance with her army of home helpers. But she saw herself as a replacement mother for Lara when their parents passed away in an accident many years before.

      Lara parked her battered Toyota beside Eni's sleek Mercedes-Benz. She jumped out and went to the boot to retrieve the box of Christmas tree decorations that belonged to their mum. Eni met her at the door with a frown that did not hide her delight that Lara had found the decorations in the basement of their family home, which Lara now occupied.

      "There you are! I thought something got you. You promised me these decorations a week ago."

      "Sis, you already have Christmas trees; why must you decorate another one?"

      But Eni took Lara's hand and led her through the wide hallway to the sitting room.

      Lara knew that her sister was preparing to grill her on her eating habits and her love life—both questions that she dreaded. So, when her mobile phone rang, she saw the annoyance on Eni's face but ran back to the hallway to answer the call.

      "Lara's Detective Agency," she greeted.

       "Is this Miss Lara Ayodele?”

       "Yes, it is. How can I help you?" Lara asked in her calm, low voice.

       "My name is Emmanuel Obaseki, owner of Eternal Rest Funeral Services. I urgently need the service of your agency."

      Eternal Rest Funeral Services is a high-end funeral home reputed to offer the best bespoke funerals in the country. It owns classy cemeteries scattered across the nation. She’d read that Mr Obaseki was planning to build a forensic centre. Birth, marriage, and death pay well, and Lara wondered if she was in the wrong business. Her military background in England and a year as an intelligence officer in Nigeria allowed her to start her own business strong. Work had been coming in steadily, primarily due to her former boss, Mr Chuks, from the intelligence service.

      "A body has gone missing from our viewing room. You need to come to my funeral home in Epe. I will explain things better to you."

      Lara took down the address and promised she would be there as soon as possible.

      She glanced at Eni, who glared at her as she stood waiting in the doorway with her protruding stomach. Eni's long-awaited baby was due soon, and Lara would become an auntie. She looked forward to it and dreaded it at the same time.

      "Sorry, work," she mouthed to her sister, who flounced back into the room.

      Lara called her assistant, Edith.

      "Hi, boss."

      "Where are you?" Lara could hear blaring horns drowning out some of Edith's words. 

      "On my way to work. I wanted to get us some akara."

      Lara grinned. She loved akara, and her mouth watered in anticipation of eating Mama Kola's popular deep-fried bean paste infused with pepper and dried crayfish.

      She joined Eni in her plush sitting room, an intimate space decorated with cream chairs and a centre table with a vase overflowing with Eni's favourite flowers. Several pictures of her sister and her husband, Lanre, decorated the mantlepiece.

      "Sorry, I have to go see a new client."

      She felt Eni's disappointment. Her sister was bored waiting for the delivery, but Lara had work to do. Her nose filled with Eni's jasmine perfume as she pecked her on the cheek.

      "I love your smell!"

      Eni brightened. "Lanre got the perfume from Paris. Don't you close shop for the holiday?"

      Lara had explained to Eni several times that she could not afford to turn clients away at the early stage of her business, which started a year before. They needed the money to cover the expenses and Edith's salary. She left her sister with the promise to ensure she returned before Christmas Day.  When she arrived home, she walked to the back rooms of her four-bedroom house, which she had made into her offices. Edith was in the kitchen with a plate of akara.

      "Hey, boss."

      Lara inhaled the mouth-watering aroma and plucked a steaming akara from the plate. She bit into it and closed her eyes as the flavour filled her mouth.

      "We need to hurry,” she said with a full mouth. “Eternal Rest Funeral Services have a missing body, but he refused to say more over the phone."

      Edith's jaw dropped. "For real, boss?"

      “Yup."

      Lara went to the powerful BMW motorcycle parked beside her Toyota, and they sped away to face the congested Lagos road. Edith held tight as Lara twisted the powerful machine around the fiendish Okada motorcycle taxi drivers. They heard the heavy drone of helicopters filling the sky like praying mantis as the rich flew above them to reach their destination.

      ***

      Eternal Rest Funeral Services sat behind massive gates, complete with armed security men and women. A sturdily built female guard in a crisp navy-blue uniform strode towards them, her full cushion cheeks contrasting her hard gaze as she scrutinized them.

      "How can I help you, madams?"

      “I am Detective Lara Ayodele, and this is Edith Chen, my assistant.  We’re here to see Mr Obaseki.”

             The woman’s eyes tracked a thin, faded scar that traced a delicate line from the corner of Lara's left eye down to
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