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I shouldn’t have come here. I was exhausted from work, my feet aching as I shuffled through the aisles of the deserted department store, barely paying attention to what I was grabbing. Mike could’ve picked up his own snacks since he works from home all day. But no, I was the one who always had to run errands, always the one doing the little things to keep him happy. 

The thought of going home didn’t fill me with warmth anymore. Lately, it had been nothing but tension between us. In truth it was the lack of tension. We were both still young in our late twenties and-well, we'd been dating since college. What was it, like, four years now? Or five? Whatever fire that we'd had before certainly seemed like it was dying now. Slowly and steadily. The inherent coldness that happens when a couple settles into routine. We were in the "comfortable" stage, or so that's what I thought.

I should be grateful. He was a great guy, really. And he treated me well. Maybe I was just being ungrateful. And Mike... Well, I just hadn't felt like being intimate lately. There was something missing between us, and it felt like I was the only one who noticed it. He simply did not notice that there was a spark missing. Or perhaps he didn't care. He was too busy with his work to realize any of it. 

I mean, I wasn't the one to talk. Sure, I'm quite invested in work as much as he was but maybe not THAT invested. I valued our personal time with each other more than anything. But with how engrossed Mike's been acting so far, I couldn't help but let it all get to my head. Sure, I was happy being in a relationship with a guy that I loved. We had our own apartment, we had jobs that paid decently. 

Maybe it was that I wanted more. More than what we had. And maybe I was just looking for something to blame it on, something that was outside of myself. 

No, it was definitely his fault. When was the last time we had any sort of intimacy whatsoever? When was the last time he actually made me feel attractive? 

How many times have I taken the initiative to try and spice it up in the bedroom? 

Just the other week, I tried to get a little frisky. I knew how much he liked it when I wore a pair of laced lingerie that would send him wild. Paired with fishnet leggings, he was sure to get the message. Or at least, I thought he would.

It did nothing. I walked into our bedroom all sexy-like and he barely glanced at me before going back to his stupid laptop. "Babe," I tried to say, trying to catch his attention. 

"Yeah," he said it so casually. "Just a second, honey. I've got to finish this-."

We had a rule. No working at home past a certain time, definitely not in our bedroom. I'd made this clear so many times. He always had some excuse. "Just have to finish this email." "I'll be done in a minute." I was tired of hearing excuses. I could feel the anger growing inside of me.

"How do I look?" I asked with a giggle that definitely did a good job of hiding my frustrations.

"Great, babe," Mike replied without another word. His eyes glued to the screen.

"Hon, you're not even looking-."

"What?" Mike had snapped. Looking up at me from his phone, with an expression on his face and a tone in his voice that conveyed nothing but annoyance he said, "Lisa, I'm in the middle of something-."

I couldn't even begin to explain how upset this made me. I stormed out of our bedroom and into the kitchen, trying my best to keep my tears from falling down. He made me feel so unsexy. Like I was some sort of-what was wrong with me? Was I just not pretty enough anymore? 

I could hear him following me into the kitchen, trying his best to apologize-the usual apologetic tone, the kisses on the nape of my neck, and then telling me how sexy I looked-.

I was just about to head to the next aisle when I saw him standing there. I glanced around the store and caught sight of nobody else but him and the cashier who was dozing off. As I turned
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