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      What If You Were A Voice Actor?
      So. You want to be a voice actor. You want to build an entire person out of nothing but
      your voice — a tiny mouse, a wise wizard, a brave hero — and make children believe
      those people are real. Here is what that actually means.
      Voice actors create complete, believable characters through sound alone. The human
      voice has four controls: 
      pitch
       (higher sounds younger or smaller; lower sounds older or
      larger), 
      pace
       (fast creates excitement or nervousness; slow creates wisdom or menace),
      breath
       (a shaky breath means fear; a deep steady breath means confidence; a rush
      means urgency), and 
      emotion
       — the most important of all.
      The voice is the most honest instrument. You can fake a facial expression. You can force
      a body posture. But emotion in the voice is hard to fake; the microphone hears
      everything, and the listener's brain detects the difference between performed emotion
      and felt emotion. The voice actor who truly feels sad makes the audience sad. The voice
      actor who merely sounds sad makes the audience check their phone. The microphone is
      the ultimate truth detector.
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      Voice is character. The pitch, the rhythm, the texture of a voice defines who a character is
      before they’ve said a single meaningful word. Creating a voice that feels truly inhabited —
      that belongs to a specific person with a specific history — from nothing but your own vocal
      anatomy and your imagination is one of the most purely creative things a performer can
      do.
      The voice actor plays the human voice like an orchestra: one instrument, infinite
      characters. One set of vocal cords vibrating at different speeds, with different breath
      patterns, different mouth shapes, and different emotions — and the audience hears not
      one performer but an entire cast.
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      The professional voice actor builds a character from the 
      inside
      : understanding who the
      character is and letting the voice emerge from the character’s personality. The character is
      not a voice. The character is a person who 
      has
       a voice. The person comes first. The voice
      follows.
      For each character, the voice actor asks: Who is this person? What do they 
      want
      ? What
      are they 
      afraid
       of? How would a person like this actually 
      talk
      ? The voice then emerges
      from that understanding — not invented but 
      discovered
      . The amateur picks a funny voice
      and applies it to the character. The professional finds who the character is and lets the
      voice appear naturally.
      Recording sessions happen in small booths, with a director giving notes between takes:
      more energy, less energy, more warmth, more threat. A single session might involve
      dozens of takes of the same line, each slightly different, until the director has exactly what
      the scene needs.
      What A Voice Actor Actually Does
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