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the bible: Demystifying the Divine is dedicated to Fundamentalist Christians, most of whom believe The Bible verbatim, but often argue with each other over the meaning of their beliefs. And it is dedicated to missionaries in the foreign fields, doing their best to unintentionally interfere with and even mess up other cultures.

Finally, the bible is dedicated to my father, John, a man who religiously read The Bible cover to cover at least a dozen times, and believed every word in it as the gospel truth. This book is for you, Pop, may you rest in peace.
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I am often asked, “Why are you an atheist?”

The answer is simple. A great deal of hurt, damage, sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, hate, torture, torment, terrorism, death, destruction, and wars have been caused by God-fearing and god-fearing people. I am not saying that politics, ideology, or economic conditions have not been a factor, or that people who don’t believe in god haven’t been involved in nefarious events. Far from it. I am saying that if we eliminate all gods from the equation, we start to make the world a better place.

In addition, while some Christians may be kind and loving, most people who believe in God feel that it is their duty to convert non-believers into believers. And proselytizing irks me in so many ways. So, to get even, I shall proselytize my atheism.

Now that I have gotten that out of my system, allow me to say this: atheism asserts nothing. It only rejects what you have failed to prove. With that in mind, my intention here is to explore biblical and religious views in a series of essays.

Readers are free to support, counter, or condemn the views expressed here. But please read the book first. After all, to write this book, I had to read The King James Version of The Bible (KJV), all sixty-six books—thirty-nine in the Old Testament and twenty-seven in the New Testament. As this book is based on the KJV, it focuses primarily on Protestantism, the umbrella faith of my father, although I write about Catholicism and other religions as well.

There are several thousand religions worldwide, ranging from the major ones to countless smaller, indigenous, and folk religions. People worship a vast array of deities—likely two thousand or more.

Everybody who worships their deity, or deities, believes in their heart that they are worshipping the right one (or ones). Even people who belong to the Christian religion, but to different denominations (think Catholic and Protestant, and then think of all the sects within each) often feel other denominations and sects are worshipping incorrectly.

Different Christian denominations and sects have argued, condemned, and fought each other for centuries. It reflects how deeply people can hold their religious convictions.

But they all agree that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, is the Saviour. He was thirty when He started to speak publicly and thirty-three when crucified and died, before being resurrected, preaching for forty days, and then ascending to heaven.

On this belief, on three years of this man’s life, people have built Christianity, a religion that rules America and dominates the western world—but not the whole world. Their beliefs, as we shall see, are based on a fictional reconstruction of Jesus of Nazareth, who existed according to historical records, but who was not divine.

With that in mind, I hope you enjoy the book, or at least that it gets you thinking. And please excuse my occasional sarcasm. I have tried to keep it in check as this book addresses some serious and profound issues. But occasionally it just slips out.

Note: Apologies for any typos. I vigorously proofread the book for typos, but suspect some have slipped through.

March 30, 2025
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Long before there was writing, people were dependent on teachings, customs, and traditions passed down through spoken word by shamans, healers, soothsayers, and leaders. These oral traditions included laws, moral guidelines, rituals, and cultural practices. They also included fables, legends, prophecies, and myths, believed to explain existence and the world. All was eventually written down.

These writings shaped ancient Jewish tribes by reinforcing cultural norms and religious beliefs. They were eventually compiled into what became the Old Testament.

While the stories crafted symbolic or allegorical truths, story tellers believed they were imparting the truth as they saw it, understood it, or felt it was revealed to them, They used the tales to explain the world, impart wisdom, establish social norms, and provide meaning, cohesion, and guidance in a realm that existed long before scientific understanding of how the world, and much of the universe, actually worked.

The process of compiling folklore into what we now know as The Bible was long and complex, involving multiple stages, contributors, and translation over millennia.

There are sixty-six books in The Bible, thirty-nine in the Old Testament and twenty-seven in the New Testament.

Scholars generally agree that the earliest Old Testament material was written down around the 8th or 9th century BC, with the latest books, such as Esther, Ezra, and-Nehemiah, being written after the 5th century BC.

The Septuagint

The Septuagint, the earliest Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, was created in stages. The translation began with the Torah (first five books of the Bible) in the 3rd century BC by Jewish scholars in Alexandria. The remaining books were translated over the following centuries and served as a vital resource for Greek-speaking Jewish communities and later influenced early Christian texts.

The Septuagint was widely used by writers of the New Testament. When Paul the Apostle, a Greek-speaking Jew from Asia Minor, quotes scripture, he does not quote the Hebrew Bible. He quotes the Bible in Greek. He may not have even been aware of the Hebrew version of the Old Testament.

Paul’s letters were primarily written to address specific issues, offer guidance, and to encourage early Christian communities. Paul seemed to view his writings as divinely inspired and authoritative, as seen in passages like 1 Corinthians 14:37, where he refers to his words as "the Lord's command."

The Septuagint was used by many Jewish faithful in the Diaspora, the scattering of the Jewish people from their ancestral homeland in Palestine, which occurred in multiple stages throughout history, such as:

	Assyrian Exile (8th century BCE): Israelites were expelled from the Kingdom of Israel by Assyrian rulers like Tiglath-Pileser III and Sargon II

	Babylonian Exile (6th century BCE): Judahites were deported by Nebuchadnezzar II after the conquest of Jerusalem.

	Roman Exile (70 CE): Following the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, Jews were scattered across the Roman Empire.







The Septuagint was also widely used by the early Christian church, particularly in the first few centuries AD. This was because many early Christians were Greek-speaking.

The early church was initially centered in Jerusalem, but it quickly spread to other regions, including Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, and parts of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).

The Bible

New Testament books were written in the first century AD, between45 to 100 AD. The earliest writings are Paul's letters, dating from around 45 to 60 AD, while the Gospels and other books were written later, up to around 100 AD, a century after Christ was born.

The compilation of The Bible as a single volume took place over several centuries. The first widespread edition was assembled by St. Jerome around 400 A.D. His Latin manuscript, known as The Vulgate, included thirty-nine books of the Old Testament, twenty-seven books of the New Testament, and the Deuterocanonical books, often referred to as the "extra Catholic books." The Deuterocanonical books were accepted by the early Church. They remain in Catholic Bibles today but are not included in Protestant bibles.

The Catholic Church affirmed the Deuterocanonical books, included in the Septuagint as scripture at the Council of Trent (1546). This decision was influenced by their inclusion in St. Jerome's Latin Vulgate and the long-standing use in liturgy and early Christian tradition, especially by the early Church Fathers.

During the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, Martin Luther and other reformers rejected them, aligning the Old Testament canon with the Hebrew Bible rather than the Septuagint. Luther labeled the Deuterocanonical books as "Apocrypha," meaning they were useful for reading but not considered divinely inspired Scripture

It must be asked: who was right and who was wrong when it comes to the holy book on which the worship of the true God is based?

The King James Bible

The King James Bible, also known as the Authorized Version, was commissioned by King James I of England in 1604. The translation process began in 1605 and was completed in 1612. A team of 54 scholars and theologians worked on this project, meticulously studying
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