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“It’s in here somewhere.” Brooke McDonald plonked her handbag on the seat beside her at J’Adore Travel Boutique. She rifled through it, pulled out an envelope and retrieved the cream card from within. 

Maggie, the travel agent, stifled a giggle. 

“I know. It doesn’t look much like a wedding invitation. My cousin has a silly sense of humour.” Brooke ran her finger over the metallic-red embossed font — We’re going to Thai the knot — then opened the card to check the dates. 

“Chiang Mai is lovely in February. How long do you want to stay?” Maggie’s nails clicked on the keyboard. 

“Maybe a week?” Brooke glanced around the room. The bold colours of the vintage posters caught her eye. She’d always wanted to go to Italy or France. “I’m a bit nervous about travelling overseas alone.” 

“I love travelling alone ... but if you’re worried, I can book you in with a tour group who do hotel transfers.” Maggie passed her the Thailand brochure. “There are a few options. What kind of sightseeing would you like to do? You could do a day tour to the Tiger Temple or ride an elephant?” 

“No.” A documentary on elephant training showing the poor animals were drugged or beaten had stayed with Brooke. She didn’t want to perpetuate that type of tourism. 

“Are you into history? You could visit the bridge over the River Kwai?” 

“Not my thing.” Looking over the side of a bridge was as bad as flying – she didn’t need to put herself through that as well. 

“What about a Thai cooking class?” 

“Maybe.” Her mum had suggested that too. 

“Or trekking through the hill tribes? I found a great tour package the other day ... let me find it.” Maggie opened another brochure. 

Brooke studied the description. Wandering along remote mountain tracks, the birds calling from the trees, peace and tranquillity... a proper holiday. “That sounds more like it,” she said. “I think I’ll do the overnight one.” 

“There’s a trek finishing two days before the wedding or one leaving the morning after. Which would you prefer?” 

“I’d prefer the one after.” Brooke sank back in her chair as Maggie finalised her booking. Her parents would be happy. She’d given them excuse after excuse as to why she shouldn’t go, but Brooke had never been able to say no to her mum and dad. 

***
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THE NEXT THREE MONTHS flew by in a blur of Christmas, New Year and Australia Day celebrations: food, alcohol and fireworks blended with torn wrapping paper, empty paracetamol packets and Brooke’s mum nagging her dad to “clean the barbecue, already’. Then, all too soon, it was time to go. 

“Dad, you didn’t have to come. I was going to call a taxi.” Brooke’s stomach dropped as they drove into the airport car park. She was really going to do this. 

“Why waste money on a taxi when I can drive you? I would’ve driven you all the way to Sydney if you’d asked.” 

“I didn’t want to put you out.” 

Brooke’s father hauled her suitcase out of the boot. “I’ll sit with you until boarding time.” 

“You don’t have to do that.” Brooke popped the handle out and kissed her dad on the cheek. 

“I’ll just wait in the car, then. Your mother would shoot me if I went home before the plane took off.” 

“Oh, don’t do that. You can sit with me if you like.” Brooke slowed her pace so her dad could keep up. “Your back playing up again?” 

“Bugger of a thing.” He paused to stretch. “Thanks for going to your cousin's wedding. I’d never cope sitting that long on the plane.” 

“Wish you and Mum were coming. It’d be good for her to see something outside New South Wales.” 

“We’d never get her into one of those jumbo jet things, let alone the bug-smasher you’re going in today. She’s even worse with flying than you are.” 

“I know.” Brooke patted her dad on the arm. “I’ll take lots of photos.” 

“Can you watch my handbag, Dad?” Brooke said after she’d checked in and they’d found a seat to wait. “I’ll be back soon.” 

“Back in a flush?” 

Brooke smiled. “Yep. Too-da-loo.” She waggled her fingers over her shoulder as she walked away. They’d done that routine since
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