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Prologue
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Imagine a world without lightbulbs, radios, or wireless technology. No smartphones, no electric cars, no giant power grids lighting up entire cities. It’s hard to picture, isn’t it? But over a hundred years ago, much of this was just a dream—until one brilliant inventor helped bring it to life. His name was Nikola Tesla, and he was one of the most fascinating minds in history.

Tesla wasn’t just an ordinary scientist. He was a dreamer, a thinker, and a man with ideas so big that even today, some of them remain a mystery. He imagined a world powered by invisible energy, where electricity traveled through the air, and machines could be controlled with the press of a button from miles away. He believed in the impossible—and sometimes, he made it possible.

But Tesla’s journey wasn’t easy. He faced challenges, rivals, and moments of failure. Many of his greatest inventions were lost or forgotten for years. Yet, his ideas still shape the modern world in ways he never could have imagined.

So, who was this mysterious inventor? How did he battle giants like Thomas Edison? And what happened to his most daring experiments?

Get ready to dive into the electrifying story of Nikola Tesla—the man who lit up the world.
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Loved Lightning
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Nikola Tesla was born in 1856 in a small village called Smiljan, which was part of the Austrian Empire at the time (now in Croatia). From the very beginning, he was no ordinary child. While other kids played games, Tesla was fascinated by the world around him. He would spend hours watching storms roll across the sky, completely mesmerized by the flashing bolts of lightning and the loud rumble of thunder. Unlike most children who hid under blankets during storms, Tesla would run outside, eager to see the sky light up. The crackling energy fascinated him, and he often wondered what made it happen. This curiosity would shape his entire life.

Tesla’s love for lightning wasn’t just about watching storms—he wanted to understand them. He would ask his parents endless questions about electricity, lightning, and how the world worked. His father, Milutin Tesla, was a priest and a writer, while his mother, Georgina, was an incredibly smart woman who had never received a formal education but could build and fix anything. She invented household tools and small mechanical devices, which amazed young Tesla. He often said that his mother was the one who gave him his love for inventing.

Even as a small boy, Tesla had an incredible memory and imagination. He could see things in his mind so clearly that he could practically "build" machines in his head before ever putting them together. He didn’t need paper or blueprints—he could picture every part and how it would work. This made him very different from other children his age. Sometimes, he would get so lost in his thoughts that he wouldn’t hear people calling his name. His mind was constantly buzzing with ideas, and his love for electricity only grew stronger over time.

One of the most famous stories from Tesla’s childhood happened when he was still very young. He was petting his cat, Macak, when he noticed something strange. Every time he stroked Macak’s fur, little sparks of light would jump between his hand and the cat’s body. Tesla was amazed! He ran to his father and asked what was happening. His father smiled and explained that this was static electricity—one of the many forms of electrical energy. Tesla’s eyes widened as he listened. That tiny spark was similar to the gigantic bolts of lightning that flashed across the sky! From that moment on, Tesla became obsessed with electricity, determined to learn everything about it.

Another sign of his unique thinking appeared when he tried to build his own inventions as a child. One of his early creations was a small waterwheel. He had seen how flowing water could turn a wheel and wanted to harness that power. He built his own version using materials he found around the house, eager to see if he could generate energy. While it didn’t work exactly as he had hoped, it showed his natural talent for engineering. His brain worked differently—he didn’t just accept the world as it was; he wanted to improve it, change it, and find new ways to make things better.

Tesla was also incredibly curious about animals and nature. He spent a lot of time watching birds, studying how they flew, and even dreaming of ways that humans could fly too. He observed insects, plants, and everything in his surroundings, always asking why and how things worked the way they did. His curiosity knew no limits, and he had an insatiable thirst for knowledge. He read every book he could find, often staying up late into the night, completely lost in the worlds of science, engineering, and electricity.

His fascination with lightning sometimes got him into trouble. One day, he wanted to experiment with electricity by creating a spark of his own. He took a knife and began rubbing it against a piece of glass, hoping to create a charge. But instead of a small spark, he ended up breaking the glass and cutting himself! His parents were worried about his constant experiments, but they also knew that his mind was special. They encouraged his learning, even though his ideas were far beyond what most people could understand.

Another time, Tesla had a wild idea to harness the power of a thunderstorm. He believed that if he could capture the energy of lightning, he could use it to power entire cities! While the technology didn’t exist at the time, his dream wasn’t so far-fetched. Many years later, as an adult, Tesla would go on to invent machines that could transmit electricity through the air—just like lightning itself! His early love for storms and electricity shaped the inventions that would change the world forever.

Even though he was fascinated by science, Tesla wasn’t always the best at following rules. He had a rebellious streak and didn’t like being told that something was impossible. When teachers at school told him to focus on memorizing facts instead of thinking about new ideas, he became frustrated. He wanted to invent, explore, and push the boundaries of what was known. He wasn’t satisfied with simply accepting what textbooks said—he wanted to discover new things for himself.

As he grew older, Tesla’s love for electricity only deepened. He dreamed of a future where electricity would be free and available for everyone, not just for the wealthy or powerful. This idea would drive him for the rest of his life. His belief in the power of energy, sparked by his love for lightning as a young boy, would lead him to become one of the greatest inventors in history.

The boy who once marveled at the crackling bolts in the sky would one day harness electricity in ways no one had ever imagined. He would go on to light up entire cities, create wireless energy experiments, and push the limits of what technology could do. But it all started with a little boy standing in a field, looking up at the sky, watching the lightning dance across the clouds, and dreaming of a world powered by electricity.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 2: Growing Up in a World of Inventions
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Nikola Tesla was born in a time when the world was changing fast. The 19th century was an era of great discoveries, and science was advancing in exciting ways. People were inventing new machines, exploring electricity, and finding better ways to travel and communicate. Steam engines powered factories, and the first electrical experiments were being conducted. The world was moving from candlelight to gas lamps, and soon, electricity would begin to transform everyday life. Tesla grew up surrounded by these changes, and his mind was constantly filled with questions about how things worked. Even as a boy, he had a deep fascination with the idea of energy and machines, and this love for invention shaped his entire childhood.

Tesla was born on July 10, 1856, in the small village of Smiljan, in what is now Croatia. He came from a family that valued intelligence and creativity. His father, Milutin Tesla, was a priest and a writer, known for his deep thoughts and powerful speeches. He had a great memory and could recite entire books from memory. Tesla inherited this incredible ability from his father, and throughout his life, he could recall entire pages of text just by looking at them once. His mother, Georgina, was an inventor in her own way. Even though she never went to school, she had a natural gift for building things. She designed and crafted small tools, household devices, and mechanical objects that made daily tasks easier. Tesla admired his mother greatly and often said that she
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