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DAVID MAMET’S
OLEANNA

“No modern playright has been bolder or more brilliant in analyzing [envy’s] corrosive social effects.… Such is the power of Mamet’s storytelling that the audience receives each willful misinterpretation like a body blow … A powerful, exciting play that shows off his enormous skills as a writer.”—The New Yorker

“Fiercely funny and trenchantly topical … [a] lapel-grabbing vision of political correctness cum intellectual terrorism.… Outlandish and entirely plausible …, it had this audience member virtually leaping out of his chair … reason enough to cheer for the future of the theater.”—Time

“The temptation to take sides in the sex, class, and culture wars that Mamet has mapped out is almost irresistable … he is operating here at his cunning best, for purposes that give the evening a kind of dignity: Oleanna is a tragedy built as a series of audience traps; the minute you get suckered into thinking it says one thing, you’re likely to find it saying the opposite … A tragedy of language that Wittgenstein might have relished.”—Village Voice
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David Mamet is the author of the acclaimed plays Speed-the-Plow, Glengarry Glen Ross (now a motion picture starring Al Pacino and Jack Lemmon), American Buffalo, and Sexual Perversity in Chicago. He has also written screenplays for such films as Homicide, House of Games, and the Oscar-nominated The Verdict, three collections of essays, and a book of poems. His plays have won the Pulitzer Prize and the Obie Award.
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This play is dedicated to the memory of Michael Merritt
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The want of fresh air does not seem much to affect the happiness of children in a London alley: the greater part of them sing and play as though they were on a moor in Scotland. So the absence of a genial mental atmosphere is not commonly recognized by children who have never known it. Young people have a marvelous faculty of either dying or adapting themselves to circumstances. Even if they are unhappy—very unhappy—it is astonishing how easily they can be prevented from finding it out, or at any rate from attributing it to any other cause than their own sinfulness.

The Way of All Flesh
Samuel Butler





“Oh, to be in Oleanna,
That’s where I would rather be.
Than be bound in Norway
And drag the chains of slavery.”

—folk song





Oleanna was originally produced on the stage by The Back Bay Theater Company in association with the American Repertory Theater in Cambridge, Massachusetts on May 1, 1992, with the following cast:




	JOHN     
	William H. Macy



	CAROL
	Rebecca Pidgeon






Directed by David Mamet; set design by Michael Merritt; costume design by Harriet Voyt; lighting design by Kevin Rigdon.

Oleanna was originally produced on the New York stage by Frederick Zollo, Alan J. Schuster, Peggy Hill Rosenkranz, Ron Kastner, Thomas Viertel, Steven Baruch, Frank and Woji Gero in association with Patricia Wolff. The Back Bay Theater Company production of Oleanna opened on October 25, 1992 at the Orpheum Theater. It was directed by Mr. Mamet with scenery by Michael Merritt, costumes by Harriet Voyt, and lighting by Kevin Rigdon. The production stage manager was Carol Avery. The cast was as follows:




	JOHN     
	William H. Macy



	CAROL
	Rebecca Pidgeon









CHARACTERS




	CAROL     
	A woman of twenty



	JOHN
	A man in his forties






The play takes place in John’s office.
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