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  —INTRODUCTION—

  THE PACKER LEGACY

  Founded on August 11, 1919, by former high school football rivals Earl “Curly” Lambeau and George Whitney Calhoun, the Green Bay Packers spent their first two seasons competing against other semi-pro teams located in the Midwest, before joining the American Professional Football Association (APFA), the forerunner of today’s NFL, in 1921. Named after their sponsor, the Indian Packing Company, from whom Lambeau solicited funds for uniforms and equipment, the Packers found themselves plagued by financial difficulties until 1923, when a group of local businessmen known as the “Hungry Five” purchased the team and formed the Green Bay Football Corporation, which continues to run the franchise to this day, making the Packers the only community-owned major-league professional sports team based in the United States.

  The Packers experienced a moderate amount of success from 1921 to 1924 while playing their home games at Bellevue Park and Hagemeister Park, compiling an overall record of 21-11-5 under player-coach Lambeau, who continued to function in that dual role until 1929, when he retired as an active player. However, they began to establish themselves as an NFL powerhouse shortly after they moved into City Stadium, which remained their primary home from 1925 to 1956. After posting an overall mark of 28-15-7 from 1925 to 1928, the Packers compiled the best record in the league in each of the next three seasons, finishing a combined 34-5-2 during that time, en route to winning the NFL title each year (the league did not institute a playoff system until 1933). Particularly dominant in 1929, the Packers finished the season with a record of 12-0-1, outscoring their opponents by a margin of 198–22, with their stifling defense shutting out the opposition eight times. After posting a mark of 10-3-1 the following year, the Packers won their third straight league championship in 1931 by compiling a record of 12-2, this time outscoring their opponents by a combined margin of 291–87. In addition to the outstanding coaching of Lambeau, the Packers benefited greatly from the brilliant two-way play of ends Johnny (Blood) McNally, LaVern “Lavvie” Dilweg, and Verne Lewellen, as well as the dominant line play of future Hall of Famers Cal Hubbard and Mike Michalske.

  Following their championship run, the Packers remained competitive the next few seasons, posting as many as 10 victories in 1932, before winning the NFL title again in 1936, when, buoyed by the emergence of second-year wide receiver Don Hutson as the game’s premier offensive weapon, they began their next period of excellence. After compiling a record of 10-1-1 during the regular season, the Packers defeated the Boston Redskins by a score of 21–6 in the NFL championship game, claiming in the process their fourth NFL title. Returning to the championship game again in 1938, the Packers suffered a 23–17 defeat at the hands of the New York Giants, before avenging that loss the following year by recording a lopsided 27–0 victory over New York. After failing to make it back to the NFL title game in any of the next four years, the Packers laid claim to their sixth league championship in 1944 by once again defeating the Giants, this time by a score of 14–7.

  Although Curly Lambeau remained the face of the Packers in many ways until 1949, when he surrendered his coaching duties, Don Hutson established himself as easily the team’s most dominant figure on the playing field. A brilliant receiver who has been credited with inventing pass patterns, Hutson led the NFL in receptions eight times, touchdown receptions nine times, and receiving yards seven times between 1935 and 1946, setting numerous NFL records along the way, many of which still stand. An exceptional two-way player, Hutson also starred at safety on defense, leading the league in interceptions and interception-return yards once each. Yet, the Packer squads for which he played featured several other excellent players as well whose contributions to those three NFL championship teams cannot be overstated. Arnie Herber and Cecil Isbell served as Green Bay’s primary signal-callers throughout most of Hutson’s career, combining with him at different times to form the league’s deadliest passing combination. Clarke Hinkle excelled at both running back and linebacker, rivaling Chicago’s legendary Bronko Nagurski as the most physically intimidating skilled position offensive player of the day. And Charley Brock and Charles “Buckets” Goldenberg starred on both sides of the ball, with the former gaining notoriety for his outstanding play at center and linebacker.

  After winning the NFL title in 1944, the Packers spent the next three years toiling in mediocrity, compiling an overall record of 18-14-1 from 1945 to 1947, before suffering through just the second losing season in franchise history in 1948, when they finished an embarrassing 3-9. With the Packers posting a mark of just 2-10 the following year and the franchise in dire financial straits, Lambeau elected to resign his post prior to the start of the 1950 campaign, ending his 31-year association with the club with a regular-season coaching record of 209-104-21, an overall record of 231-108-21, and six league championships to his credit.

  Following Lambeau’s departure, the Packers entered into the darkest period in franchise history, failing to compile a winning record in any of the next nine seasons, during which time they posted an overall mark of just 34-74-2, as head-coaching duties passed from Gene Ronzani, to Lisle Blackbourn, and, finally, to Ray “Scooter” McLean. Meanwhile, the NFL threatened to move the Packers to Milwaukee full-time unless they constructed a new stadium to replace their antiquated home ballpark, which seated only 25,000 paying customers on uncomfortable wooden benches. The city of Green Bay responded by building a new 32,150-seat City Stadium for the team, making it the first facility built exclusively for an NFL team. After first opening its doors to the public in 1957, City Stadium became officially known as Lambeau Field in 1965, when the team chose to honor the legendary coach after he passed away earlier in the year. Since then, the ballpark has been renovated and expanded several times, so that it is now capable of seating 72,928 patrons.

  After the Packers posted a franchise-worst 1-10-1 record in 1958, things finally began to turn around for them when they hired former New York Giants assistant Vince Lombardi to be their new head coach and general manager on February 2, 1959. Bringing with him to Green Bay a strong work ethic, a winning mentality, and extraordinary motivational skills, Lombardi soon instilled in his players a positive attitude and a sense of selflessness that helped the Packers emerge as the team of the 1960s. After improving their record to 7-5 in Lombardi’s first year at the helm, the Packers advanced to the NFL title game in each of the next three seasons, losing to the Philadelphia Eagles by a score of 17–13 in 1960, before defeating the Giants by scores of 37–0 and 16–7 the next two years. Although they failed to represent the Western Conference in each of the next two title tilts, the Packers continued to perform well under Lombardi, compiling an overall record of 19-7-2 from 1963 to 1964, before winning the next three NFL titles and the first two Super Bowls. Oddly enough, the Packers’ lopsided victories over Kansas City (35–10) and Oakland (33–14) in the first two meetings between the NFL and AFL champions proved to be somewhat anticlimactic, because they first had to get past the Dallas Cowboys in a pair of classic NFL title games, one of which, later referred to as the “Ice Bowl” for its frigid temperatures and unbearable playing conditions, remains to this day arguably the most famous football game ever played. Still, even though Lombardi served as the driving force behind the Packers’ extraordinary run, he proved to be quite fortunate in that he coached a team with a considerable amount of talent. Defensive linemen Willie Davis and Henry Jordan, linebackers Ray Nitschke and Dave Robinson, and defensive backs Willie Wood and Herb Adderley all eventually gained induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Meanwhile, quarterback Bart Starr did an expert job of running the offense behind an offensive line that included standouts Jim Ringo, Forrest Gregg, Jerry Kramer, and Fuzzy Thurston. Those aforementioned linemen also opened up huge holes in the running game for future Hall of Famers Jim Taylor and Paul Hornung.

  Unfortunately, Lombardi chose to relinquish his coaching duties following the conclusion of the 1967 campaign, having led the Packers to five NFL championships in his final seven seasons. He then spent one year serving as the team’s general manager, before leaving the organization in 1969 to become head coach and minority owner of the Washington Redskins. However, he ended up spending just one season in Washington, leading the Redskins to their first winning record in 14 years, before dying unexpectedly from cancer on September 3, 1970. In recognition of Lombardi’s extraordinary accomplishments with the Packers, the NFL renamed the Super Bowl trophy the Vince Lombardi Trophy. Meanwhile, the city of Green Bay renamed Highland Avenue in his honor in 1968, placing Lambeau Field at 1265 Lombardi Avenue.

  Longtime Green Bay assistant Phil Bengtson assumed head coaching duties following Lombardi’s departure, but, inheriting an aging team and lacking his predecessor’s leadership skills, he ended up directing the team to an overall record of just 20-21-1 over the course of the next three seasons before being relieved of his duties. Dan Devine succeeded Bengtson but fared little better, leading the Packers to just one winning season between 1971 and 1974, although they managed to finish first in the newly formed NFC Central Division in 1972 by posting a mark of 10-4. However, they exited the postseason tournament quickly, being eliminated in the opening round by the eventual NFC champion Washington Redskins.

  A lengthy period of mediocrity followed, as head coaching duties passed from Bart Starr (1975–1983), to Forrest Gregg (1984–1987), and, finally, to Lindy Infante (1988–1991), with the Packers compiling a winning record just three times over the course of those 17 seasons. Yet, even as the team continued to struggle, several players distinguished themselves in Green Bay, with wide receivers James Lofton and Sterling Sharpe, and linebackers Fred Carr and John Anderson all gaining widespread acclaim.

  With the Packers’ on-field performance throughout the period being hampered by poor personnel decisions that included ill-advised trades and draft picks that exhibited a lack of sound judgment, the organization experienced a shakeup in the front office in 1991 that left new GM Ron Wolf in full control of the team’s football operations. Displaying a considerable amount of foresight, Wolf hired former San Francisco 49ers offensive coordinator Mike Holmgren to be the Packers’ new head coach prior to the start of the 1992 campaign—a move that proved to be just the first of many that helped restore the team to prominence.

  Shortly after hiring Holmgren, Wolf acquired quarterback Brett Favre from the Atlanta Falcons for a first-round draft pick, obtaining in the process the man who served as the cornerstone of the team for the next 16 years. Starting 253 consecutive games behind center for the Packers from 1992 to 2007, Favre set numerous league and franchise records along the way, including most pass attempts and pass completions by an NFL quarterback, and most passing yards and touchdown passes by a Green Bay signal-caller. Favre’s superb play, which earned him nine Pro Bowl selections, six All-Pro nominations, and three NFL MVP awards, ended up leading the Packers to seven division titles, four NFC championship game appearances, two Super Bowl appearances, and one league championship, which they claimed with a 35–21 victory over New England in Super Bowl XXXI. Yet, while Favre served as the central figure in the Packers’ successful run that saw them compile a winning record 13 times between 1992 and 2007, he received a considerable amount of help from Hall of Fame defensive lineman Reggie White, Pro Bowl defensive backs LeRoy Butler, Darren Sharper, and Charles Woodson, star wide receivers Antonio Freeman and Donald Driver, and standout running back Ahman Green, the franchise’s all-time leading rusher.

  The Packers remained consistent winners throughout most of Favre’s tenure with the team even though they underwent numerous changes in leadership, both on and off the field. Mike Holmgren handed in his resignation days after the Packers suffered a 30–27 defeat at the hands of the San Francisco 49ers in the 1998 playoffs, leaving the coaching duties to Ray Rhodes, who subsequently led Green Bay to an 8-8 record in his one year at the helm. After replacing Rhodes in 2000, Mike Sherman led the Packers to four playoff appearances and three division titles in his six seasons in charge, before passing the baton to Mike McCarthy, who has coached the Pack since 2006. Meanwhile, Ron Wolf left the organization prior to the start of the 2001 campaign, with Mike Sherman subsequently serving as both GM and head coach until 2005, when former Seattle Seahawks vice president of operations Ted Thompson assumed the role of the new executive vice president, general manager, and director of football operations.

  The Packers continued to thrive after Thompson began rebuilding the team’s roster following a dismal 4-12 performance in 2005 that led to Sherman’s dismissal. And they transitioned almost seamlessly into a new era of Packers football after saying goodbye to Brett Favre following the conclusion of the 2007 campaign, experiencing just one losing season, before advancing to the playoffs eight straight times. More than anyone else, Aaron Rodgers has been responsible for the success the Packers have experienced since 2009. Assuming the starting quarterback duties in 2008 after spending his first three years in Green Bay serving as Favre’s backup, Rodgers has performed brilliantly over the course of the last 10 seasons, establishing himself during that time as arguably the finest signal-caller in all of football. En route to earning six Pro Bowl selections, three All-Pro nominations, and two league MVP trophies, Rodgers has led the Packers to five division titles, three NFC championship game appearances, and one league championship, which they attained with a 31–25 victory over Pittsburgh in Super Bowl XLV.

  Unfortunately, Rodgers suffered a serious injury during the early stages of the 2017 campaign that forced him to miss most of the year, leaving the Packers unable to advance to the postseason tournament for the first time in nine seasons. However, a healthy Rodgers is likely to make the Packers a leading contender in the NFC once again in 2018. Their next NFC championship will be their fourth. The Packers have also won 15 division titles, 11 Western Conference championships, four Super Bowls, and 13 NFL titles, the most in league history. And 24 members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame spent a significant amount of time playing for the Packers.

  FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE RANKINGS

  It should come as no surprise that selecting the 50 greatest players ever to perform for a team with the rich history of the Packers presented quite a challenge. Even after narrowing the field down to a mere 50 men, I still needed to devise a method of ranking the elite players that remained. Certainly, the names of Don Hutson, Ray Nitschke, Forrest Gregg, Bart Starr, Brett Favre, and Aaron Rodgers would appear at, or near, the top of almost everyone’s list, although the order might vary somewhat from one person to the next. Several other outstanding performers have gained general recognition through the years as being among the greatest players ever to wear a Packers uniform. Herb Adderley, Jim Taylor, Willie Davis, James Lofton, Reggie White, and Clay Matthews head the list of other Packer icons. But, how does one compare players who lined up on opposite sides of the ball with any degree of certainty? And practically everyone who performed for the team prior to 1950 played on both offense and defense, compounding the issue. Furthermore, how does one differentiate between the pass-rushing and run-stopping skills of players such as Willie Davis and Reggie White and the ball-hawking and kickoff return abilities of a Herb Adderley? And, on the offensive end, how can a direct correlation be made between the contributions made by Hall of Fame lineman Forrest Gregg and skill position players such as Bart Starr and James Lofton? After initially deciding whom to include on my list, I then needed to determine what criteria I should use to formulate my final rankings.

  The first thing I decided to examine was the level of dominance a player attained during his time in Green Bay. How often did he lead the NFL in a major statistical category? Did he ever capture league MVP honors? How many times did he earn a trip to the Pro Bowl or a spot on the All-Pro Team?

  I also chose to assess each player’s statistical accomplishments while wearing a Packers uniform, reviewing where he ranks among the team’s all-time leaders in those categories most pertinent to his position. Of course, even the method of using statistics as a measuring stick has its inherent flaws. Although the level of success a team experiences rushing and passing the ball is affected greatly by the performance of its offensive line, there really is no way to quantifiably measure the level of play reached by each individual offensive lineman. Conversely, the play of the offensive line affects tremendously the statistics compiled by a team’s quarterback and running backs. Furthermore, the NFL did not keep an official record of defensive numbers such as tackles and quarterback sacks until the 1980s. In addition, when examining the statistics compiled by offensive players, the era during which a quarterback, running back, or wide receiver competed must be factored into the equation.

  To illustrate my last point, rules changes instituted by the league office have opened up the game considerably over the course of the last two decades. Quarterbacks are accorded far more protection than ever before, and officials have also been instructed to limit the amount of contact defensive backs are allowed to make with wide receivers. As a result, the game has experienced an offensive explosion, with quarterbacks and receivers posting numbers players from prior generations rarely even approached. One must place the numbers Aaron Rodgers has compiled during his career in their proper context when comparing him to other top Packer quarterbacks such as Bart Starr and Arnie Herber. The latter had the additional disadvantage of spending almost his entire career attempting to throw the oddly shaped ball that the NFL employed during the league’s formative years. Not only did early receivers such as John (Blood) McNally and Verne Lewellen have to catch that roundish sphere, but they also competed during an era defined by its in-the-trenches style of play that stressed running over passing. As a result, Donald Driver’s and Jordy Nelson’s huge receiving totals must be viewed in moderation when compared to the figures compiled by players such as McNally and Lewellen, as well as later receivers such as Don Hutson, Boyd Dowler, and James Lofton.

  Other important factors I considered were the overall contributions a player made to the success of the team, the degree to which he improved the fortunes of the club during his time in Green Bay, the manner in which he affected the team, both on and off the field, and the degree to which he added to the Packer legacy of winning. While the number of championships and division titles the Packers won during a particular player’s years with the team certainly entered into the equation, I chose not to deny a top performer his rightful place on the list if his years in Green Bay happened to coincide with a lack of overall success by the club. As a result, the names of players such as Bobby Dillon and Sterling Sharpe will appear in these rankings.

  One other thing I should mention is that I only considered a player’s performance while playing for the Packers when formulating my rankings. That being the case, the names of outstanding players such as Billy Howton and Darren Sharper, both of whom had many of their best years while playing for other teams, may appear lower on this list than one might expect, while the names of other standout performers such as Emlen Tunnell and Ted Hendricks are nowhere to be found.

  Having established the guidelines to be used throughout this book, we are ready to examine the careers of the 50 greatest players in Packers history, starting with number 1 and working our way down to number 50.


  1

  —DON HUTSON—

  The greatness of Brett Favre is undeniable. The holder of practically every franchise passing record, Favre made an enormous impact on the Packers in his 16 years with the team, leading them to seven division titles, two conference championships, and one Super Bowl win. Establishing himself as one of the game’s most decorated players during his time in Green Bay, Favre earned nine trips to the Pro Bowl, six All-Pro selections, and three NFL MVP trophies. Certainly, most Packer fans born after 1960 would consider him to be the most influential player to perform for the team during their lifetimes.

  Nevertheless, Don Hutson, who had many of his finest seasons for the Packers more than half a century before Favre threw his first pass for the Green and Gold, left behind him a legacy even greater than that of the legendary signal-caller. Generally considered to be the first true wide receiver in NFL history, Hutson is viewed by most football historians as one of the handful of greatest receivers ever to play the game. Credited with inventing pass patterns, the speedy Hutson revolutionized the sport with his ability to navigate his way past opposing defenses, bringing the game out of the dark ages and into the modern era. Easily the most prolific offensive player of his day, Hutson led the NFL in pass receptions eight times, touchdown receptions nine times, receiving yards seven times, yards from scrimmage three times, touchdowns scored eight times, and points scored five times, with his brilliant play helping the Packers claim four Western Conference championships and three NFL titles between 1935 and 1945. The Packers’ all-time leader in touchdowns scored (105) and touchdown receptions (99), Hutson earned four trips to the Pro Bowl, 11 consecutive All-Pro nominations, two league MVP awards, a spot on the NFL’s 75th Anniversary Team, a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame, and a number six ranking on the Sporting News’ 1999 list of the 100 Greatest Players in NFL History. In the end, Hutson’s extraordinary list of accomplishments made him the only possible choice for the top spot on this list.

  [image: Don Hutson revolutionized the game of football with his passcatching skills. Courtesy of RMYAuctions.com]

  Born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, on January 31, 1913, Donald Montgomery Hutson first displayed his exceptional all-around athletic ability while attending Pine Bluff High School, earning All-State honors in both football and basketball, while also playing baseball for the town team. Later identifying basketball as his favorite sport, Hutson once revealed, “I’m like most athletes. I’d rather see football, but I’d rather play basketball.”

  After enrolling at the University of Alabama, Hutson spent three seasons starring on the gridiron for the Crimson Tide, with Arkansas native and coaching legend Paul “Bear” Bryant, who served as a teammate of Hutson for two years, recalling, “He [Hutson] was something to see, even then. We’d hitchhike to Pine Bluff just to watch him play. I saw him catch five touchdown passes in one game in high school.” Earning First-Team All-America honors as a senior in 1934, Hutson drew praise from Georgia Tech head coach Bill Alexander, who stated, “All Don Hutson can do is beat you with clever hands and the most baffling change of pace I’ve ever seen.” Meanwhile, Hutson’s College Football Hall of Fame profile reads: “Fluid in motion, wondrously elusive with the fake, inventive in his patterns, and magnificently at ease when catching the ball . . . Hutson and fellow Hall of Famer Millard ‘Dixie’ Howell became football’s most celebrated passing combination.”

  Yet, despite his exceptional play at the collegiate level, Hutson did not initially intend to turn pro due to the NFL’s lack of popularity in the South. His plans changed, though, when Packers head coach Curly Lambeau offered him a contract for the then-princely sum of $300 a game. Reflecting back on Lambeau’s offer, Hutson noted, “That was far and above what they had ever paid a player. Each week, they’d give me a check for $150 from one bank and $150 from another so nobody would know how much I was getting paid.”

  Laying claim to the starting split end job immediately upon his arrival in Green Bay, Hutson had a solid rookie season in 1935, earning Second-Team All-Pro honors for the first of three straight times by ranking among the league leaders with 18 receptions and 420 receiving yards, while top-ping the circuit with six touchdown catches. Improving upon his performance the following year, Hutson helped the Packers win the NFL title by setting new league marks with 34 receptions, 536 receiving yards, and eight touchdown receptions. Continuing his outstanding play in each of the next two seasons, Hutson totaled 73 receptions, 1,100 receiving yards, and 16 TD catches from 1937 to 1938, leading the league in the last category both times, while earning the first of his eight consecutive First-Team All-Pro selections in the second of those campaigns.

  Combining with Green Bay quarterback Arnie Herber his first few years in the league to form the NFL’s deadliest passing combination, Hutson established himself as the most dangerous offensive weapon in the game. Capable of running the 100-yard dash in 9.7 seconds, the 6'1", 183-pound Hutson had the ability to run by most defenders. But, while Hutson relied heavily on his speed to break down opposing defenses, he also possessed a wide variety of moves and fakes that made him almost impossible to cover one-on-one, with Philadelphia Eagles head coach Greasy Neale commenting, “Hutson is the only man I ever saw who could feint in three different directions at the same time.”

  Coach Luke Johnsos of the Chicago Bears suggested that defending against Hutson proved to be extremely difficult because “half the time, he didn’t know himself where he was going.”

  In describing his team’s best player, Curly Lambeau said, “Hutson would glide downfield, leaning forward, as if to steady himself close to the ground. Then, as suddenly as you gulp or blink an eye, he’d feint one way and go the other, reach up like a dancer, gracefully squeeze the ball and leave the scene of the accident, the accident being the defensive backs who tangled their feet up and fell trying to cover him.”

  Former teammate Bernie Scherer also acknowledged the greatness of Hutson when he stated, “He was the Jerry Rice of my era. He’d jump up with two guys and get the ball, and, once he got the ball, it was his ball. When he hit the ground, he wasn’t tethered down. Boy! He was gone. He was just so tricky. He wasn’t big, he was just fast and agile, and he ran with a peculiar lope. He was hard to cover.”

  Hutson also drew praise from Cecil Isbell, who spent parts of five seasons running the Green Bay offense. In discussing his former teammate, Isbell noted, “He had triple speed. The man could do the most amazing things. He had finesse. He could freeze a defensive back better than anybody I’ve seen.”

  An intelligent player as well who worked extremely hard at his craft, Hutson once claimed, “For every pass I caught in a game, I caught a thousand passes in practice.” Continuing to excel after Isbell became the Packers’ primary signal-caller, Hutson totaled 79 catches, 1,510 receiving yards, and 13 touchdown receptions from 1939 to 1940, before beginning an extraordinary four-year run during which he led the NFL in every major receiving category. Here are the numbers he compiled over the course of those four seasons:

  [image: YEAR RECS REC YDS TD RECS TDS POINTS 1941 58 738 10 12 95* 1942 74 1,211 17 17 138 1943 47 776 11 11 117 1944 58 866 9 9 85 * Please note that any numbers printed in bold throughout this book indicate that the player led the NFL in that statistical category that year.]

  In addition to leading the league in receptions, receiving yards, and TD catches all four years, Hutson topped the circuit in touchdowns and points scored each season, with his brilliant play earning him recognition in both 1941 and 1942 as the winner of the Joe F. Carr Trophy, presented at that time to the league’s most outstanding player (the Associated Press MVP award did not come into existence until 1957). Hutson also led the NFL in yards from scrimmage in three of those four seasons and annually placed near the top of the league rankings in all-purpose yards, finishing second on two separate occasions. Hutson’s total of 1,211 receiving yards in 1942, which bettered by nearly 400 yards the league-mark he established three years earlier, remained a single-season franchise record until Billy Howton surpassed it 10 years later. Meanwhile, his 17 touchdown catches that same season remained an NFL record until 1984, when Mark Clayton hauled in 18 TD passes for the Miami Dolphins. An outstanding defender as well, Hutson recorded a total of 30 interceptions from his safety position over the course of his career, leading the league in picks once (six in 1940) and interception-return yards once (197 in 1943). Serving as the Packers’ primary placekicker for much of his career, Hutson also led the league in field goals made once and extra points made three times.

  Although it should be noted that Hutson, whose three daughters made him exempt from military service during World War II, compiled some of those numbers against inferior talent, he dominated anyone against whom he ever competed, prompting Paul Hornung to squash the notion that he exploited watered-down defenses by proclaiming, “I’m a believer. Am I a believer! You know what Hutson would do in this league today? The same things he did when he played.”

  Hutson once again posted outstanding numbers for the Packers in 1945, leading the league with 47 receptions, while finishing second in the circuit with 834 receiving yards, nine TD catches, 10 touchdowns, and 97 points scored. However, after announcing his retirement during each of the three previous offseasons, only to later change his mind, Hutson retired for good following the conclusion of the 1945 campaign, ending his career with 18 NFL single-game, single-season, and career records, including 488 pass receptions, 7,991 receiving yards, 8,275 yards from scrimmage, 99 touchdown receptions, 105 touchdowns, and 823 points scored. At the time of his retirement, Hutson’s 488 receptions more than doubled the total amassed by any other player in league history. Meanwhile, his 99 touchdown catches stood as an NFL record for 44 years, until Seattle’s Steve Largent finally surpassed it in 1989.

  [image: More than 70 years after he played his last game for the Packers, Hutson continues to hold franchise records for most touchdowns and most touchdown receptions. Courtesy of MearsOnlineAuctions.com]

  Following his playing days, Hutson remained with the Packers as an assistant on Curly Lambeau’s coaching staff until 1948, when he left the game to begin a career in business. Hutson, who earned a degree in business at Alabama and earlier operated the Packer Playdium Bowling Alley during his playing career, opened the Hutson Motor Car Co. dealership and purchased Chevrolet and Cadillac agencies in Racine, Wisconsin, in 1951. After retiring from the dealership business, Hutson settled in Rancho Mirage, California, where he lived until his death on June 26, 1997, at the age of 84.

  Upon learning of Hutson’s passing, Packers general manager Ron Wolf said, “He most certainly was the greatest player in the history of this franchise.”

  Longtime Dallas Cowboys executive and current football analyst Gil Brandt is another who greatly admired Hutson. Brandt, who grew up in Wisconsin during the height of Hutson’s career, said that he saw him play “as a very little boy” and added that he has seen and evaluated nearly every great player since. In speaking of Hutson, Brandt offered, “He was without question one of the greatest players of all-time. His pass-catching, his technique of catching was totally different for his time—he caught the ball in his hands. He didn’t trap the ball.”

  Brandt went on to say, “Nobody knows how great Hutson was based on passes caught. As an example, we [the Cowboys] had a fellow by the name of Drew Pearson. He had around 450 catches in his career and led the league in receptions twice with around 55 catches. Fifty-five catches doesn’t mean scratch today. People think ‘well, he must not have been very good.’ But we very seldom threw the ball in those days. We ran it so much more than we threw it.”

  Brandt then added, “That was even more true in Hutson’s time. You look today, and you see completion rates are 62-to-66 percent. In those days, if teams completed 30 percent of their passes, that was good. For him to catch the number of passes he caught was a true exception.”

  Perhaps Hutson’s greatest admirer, though, is sportswriter and football historian Peter King, who said during a 2010 interview:

  I just think that, when you compare him to the guys in the first 25 years of NFL history, which is all you can do, he’s head-and-shoulders above, in speed, in production, in toughness, in versatility . . . I think Don Hutson is the most dominant single player at his position of any in NFL history. . . . If you look at guys who dominate their sports over a long period of time—a guy like Wilt Chamberlain in basketball, maybe Wayne Gretzky in hockey—I think the only one who comes close to what Hutson did with the touchdown catch is Babe Ruth with home runs. . . . When he retired, he had three times as many touchdown receptions as any receiver in the first 25 years of pro football . . . I truly believe that Don Hutson would have been a prolific receiver in 1997, as well as 1937. Don Hutson is the best receiver of all-time, and I call him the best player of all-time.

  CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

  Best Season

  Although Hutson had several sensational seasons for the Packers, he proved to be most dominant in 1941 and 1942, earning NFL MVP honors both years. After leading the league with 58 receptions, 738 receiving yards, 10 touchdown receptions, 12 touchdowns, and 95 points scored in the first of those campaigns, Hutson reached his zenith in 1942, when, in addition to establishing new NFL marks by making 74 receptions, amassing 1,211 receiving yards, recording 17 touchdown receptions, and scoring 138 points, he finished second in the league with 1,286 all-purpose yards and seven interceptions. Upon naming Hutson the winner of the Joe F. Carr Trophy as the league’s most valuable player, the selection committee declared, “Also considered were his nuisance value as a disrupter of enemy defenses and his ability to transform the Packers into a confident, powerful aggregation in clutch situations.”

  Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances

  Hutson didn’t wait long to establish himself as an offensive force in the NFL, giving the Packers a 7–0 victory over the Chicago Bears on September 22, 1935, by collaborating with Arnie Herber on an 83-yard touchdown pass on the first play from scrimmage in just his second game as a pro.

  Hutson scored the first non-offensive touchdown of his career during a 13–9 win over the Detroit Lions on October 20, 1935, when he returned a blocked punt 41 yards for a TD.

  Hutson followed that up by scoring a pair of fourth-quarter touch-downs that turned a 14–3 deficit to the Chicago Bears into a 17–14 Packers win on October 27, 1935, with one of his TDs coming on a 69-yard connection with quarterback Arnie Herber. Hutson finished the game with five receptions for 103 yards.

  Hutson led the Packers to a 26–17 victory over the Detroit Lions on November 29, 1936, by making a 58-yard touchdown reception and returning a blocked punt 40 yards for another score.

  Hutson performed well for the Packers in the 1936 NFL championship game, helping them record a 21–6 victory over the Boston Redskins by scoring the game’s first touchdown on a 48-yard hookup with Arnie Herber and making five catches for a total of 76 yards.

  Hutson caught three touchdown passes in one game six times during his career, accomplishing the feat for the first time during a 35–10 win over the Cleveland Rams on October 17, 1937, when he made a 5-yard TD catch and scored twice from 35 yards out.

  Hutson had a big day against Chicago on November 7, 1937, making five catches for 140 yards and scoring a 78-yard touchdown during a 24–14 win over the Bears.

  Hutson starred during Green Bay’s 26–17 win over the Rams in the 1938 regular-season opener, scoring all three Packer touchdowns on pass plays that covered 7, 53, and 18 yards.

  Hutson again scored three touchdowns against Cleveland on October 30, 1938, leading the Packers to a 28–7 win over the Rams by hooking up with Cecil Isbell from 53 yards out, before hauling in a pair of TD passes from Bob Monnett that covered 31 and 50 yards. Hutson finished the game with six catches for 148 yards.

  Hutson recorded one of the longest scoring plays in Packers history on October 8, 1939, when he caught a 92-yard TD pass from Arnie Herber during a 27–20 win over the Chicago Cardinals.

  Although Hutson made only two receptions during a 26–7 victory over the Detroit Lions on October 22, 1939, he made them both count, collaborating with Arnie Herber and Cecil Isbell on scoring plays that covered 60 and 51 yards, respectively.

  Hutson helped the Packers defeat the Washington Redskins by a score of 22–17 in the 1941 regular-season finale by hooking up with Cecil Isbell on three second-half touchdowns, the longest of which went for 40 yards. He finished the game with nine catches for 135 yards.

  Hutson amassed more than 200 receiving yards for the first time during a 45–28 victory over the Cleveland Rams on October 18, 1942, making 13 receptions for 209 yards and two touchdowns.

  Hutson again topped 200 yards during a 55–24 pasting of the Chicago Cardinals on November 1, 1942, making five catches for 207 yards and three touchdowns, with his scoring plays covering 40, 73, and 65 yards.

  Hutson again made three touchdown receptions during a 30–12 win over the Cleveland Rams on November 8, 1942.

  Hutson set a franchise record that still stands by making 14 receptions during a 21–21 tie with the Giants on November 22, 1942, finishing the day with 134 receiving yards and two touchdowns.

  Hutson had a tremendous all-around game on October 31, 1943, leading the Packers to a 35–21 win over the Giants by making eight catches for 103 yards and two TDs, kicking five extra points, and completing the only pass of his career—a 38-yard scoring strike to Harry Jacunski.

  Hutson starred on both sides of the ball during a 35–14 win over the Chicago Cardinals on November 14, 1943, making a pair of touchdown receptions and returning an interception 84 yards for another score.

  Hutson followed that up by making eight catches, scoring two touch-downs, and amassing a career-high 237 receiving yards during a lopsided 31–7 victory over the Brooklyn Dodgers on November 21, 1943, with his scoring plays covering 51 and 79 yards. Hutson also kicked a 23-yard field goal during the contest.

  Hutson again went over the 200-yard mark on October 8, 1944, when he helped lead the Packers to a 34–7 trouncing of a combined Chicago Cardinals/Pittsburgh Steelers squad by making 11 receptions for 207 yards and two touchdowns, which included a 55-yard connection with Irv Comp for the game’s first score.

  Hutson turned in one of his most memorable performances during a 57–21 manhandling of the Detroit Lions on October 7, 1945, when he set an NFL record by making four touchdown receptions in the second quarter. In addition to scoring on plays that covered 56, 46, 17, and 6 yards, Hutson kicked five extra points during the period, giving him a total of 29 points, which remains the league record for most points scored by any player in a single quarter.

  Hutson scored three touchdowns for the final time in his career during a 33–14 win over the Chicago Cardinals on October 28, 1945, hooking up with Irv Comp on TD passes that covered 19 and 39 yards, and rushing 12 yards for another score.

  NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

  •Surpassed 50 receptions three times, topping 70 catches once (74 in 1942).

  •Surpassed 800 receiving yards four times, topping 1,000 yards once (1,211 in 1942).

  •Surpassed 10 touchdown receptions three times, making 17 TD catches in 1942.

  •Averaged more than 20 yards per reception twice.

  •Recorded at least six interceptions three times.

  •Recorded more than 100 interception-return yards once (197 in 1943).

  •Led NFL in: pass receptions eight times; TD catches nine times; receiving yards seven times; yards from scrimmage three times; average yards per catch twice; TDs scored eight times; points scored five times; interceptions once; interception-return yards once; and field goals made once.

  •Finished second in NFL in: pass receptions twice; touchdown receptions twice; receiving yards three times; yards from scrimmage twice; all-purpose yards three times; average yards per reception twice; touch-downs scored once; points scored three times; and interceptions once.

  •Finished third in NFL in: receiving yards once; yards from scrimmage twice; all-purpose yards twice; average yards per catch twice; TDs scored once; points scored once; and interceptions once.

  •Holds NFL records for: most seasons leading league in pass receptions
  (8); most consecutive seasons leading league in pass receptions (5); most seasons leading league in receiving yards (7); most consecutive seasons leading league in receiving yards (4); most seasons leading league in touchdown receptions (9); most consecutive seasons leading league in touchdown receptions (5); most seasons leading league in total touchdowns scored (8); most seasons leading league in points scored (5); most consecutive seasons leading league in points scored
  (5); most touchdowns scored in a quarter (4); and most points scored in a quarter (29).

  •Holds Packers single-game records for most pass receptions (14 vs. New York Giants on 11/22/42) and most touchdown receptions (4 vs. Detroit Lions on 10/7/45).

  •Holds Packers single-season record for most yards per reception (24.88 in 1939).

  •Holds Packers career records for most touchdowns scored (105) and most TD catches (99).

  •Ranks among Packers career leaders with: 488 pass receptions (5th); 7,991 receiving yards (5th); 8,275 yards from scrimmage (5th); 8,709 all-purpose yards (6th); 823 points scored (3rd); average of 16.38 yards per reception (5th); and 30 interceptions (9th).

  •Ranks 11th in NFL history with 99 touchdown receptions.

  •Retired as NFL’s all-time leader in: pass receptions, touchdown receptions, receiving yards, touchdowns scored, and points scored.

  •Four-time Western Conference champion (1936, 1938, 1939, and 1944).

  •Three-time NFL champion (1936, 1939, and 1944).

  •Four-time Pro Bowl selection (1939, 1940, 1941, and 1942).

  •Eight-time First-Team All-Pro (1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, and 1945).

  •Three-time Second-Team All-Pro (1935, 1936, and 1937).

  •Two-time NFL MVP (1941 and 1942).

  •NFL 1930s All-Decade Team.

  •Pro Football Hall of Fame All-1930s Team.

  •Pro Football Reference All-1930s First Team.

  •#14 retired by Packers.

  •Named to Packers 50th Anniversary Team in 1969.

  •Named to NFL’s 50th Anniversary Team in 1969.

  •Named to NFL’s 75th Anniversary All-Time Team in 1994.

  •Named to NFL’s 75th Anniversary All-Time Two-Way Team in 1994.

  •Named Greatest Green Bay Packer of All-Time by the NFL Network in 2012.

  •Number six on the Sporting News’ 1999 list of 100 Greatest Players in NFL History.

  •Number nine on NFL Films’ 2010 list of 100 Greatest Players in NFL History.

  •Elected to Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963.


  2

  —BRETT FAVRE—

  The first NFL quarterback to throw for 70,000 yards, pass for 500 touchdowns, complete 6,000 passes, and attempt 10,000 passes, Brett Favre currently ranks first all-time in pass attempts (10,169), pass completions (6,300), interceptions (336), games started (298), and consecutive games started (297). Compiling most of his record-setting numbers during his time in Green Bay, Favre spent 16 seasons directing the Packers offense, throwing for more than 3,000 yards in every one of those campaigns, while also completing more than 30 touchdown passes on eight separate occasions. En route to establishing himself as the franchise’s all-time leader in practically every passing category, Favre led NFL signal-callers in pass completions twice, passing yards twice, touchdown passes four times, and pass completion percentage once, earning in the process nine trips to the Pro Bowl, six All-Pro nominations, five All-NFC selections, and three league MVP awards. Favre’s brilliant play, which helped restore the Packers to prominence during the 1990s, also earned him a spot on the NFL 1990s All-Decade Team, a number 20 ranking on NFL Films’ 2010 list of the 100 Greatest Players in NFL History, and a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

  Born in Gulfport, Mississippi, on October 10, 1969, Brett Lorenzo Favre attended Hancock North Central High School, where he played baseball and football, starring on the diamond as a pitcher, while also excelling on the gridiron at quarterback in a primarily option, run-oriented offense coached by his father. Yet, despite his outstanding play in high school, Favre drew little interest from college scouts, prompting him to enroll at the University of Southern Mississippi, from which he received his only scholarship offer.

  After beginning his freshman year as the Golden Eagles’ seventh-string quarterback, Favre gradually worked his way into the starter’s role, displaying over the course of his college career a toughness that his teammates admired and a propensity for producing late-game heroics. Still, Favre nearly saw his playing days end abruptly prior to the start of his senior year, when his involvement in a serious car accident almost cost him his life. Losing control of his car while going around a bend not far from his parents’ home, Favre remained inside the automobile as it flipped over three times before finally coming to rest against a tree. After being freed from the vehicle by his brother, Favre was rushed to the hospital, where doctors removed 30 inches of his small intestine. Amazingly, Favre led Southern Mississippi to a comeback victory over Alabama just six weeks later, prompting Crimson Tide coach Gene Stallings to later proclaim, “You can call it a miracle, or a legend, or whatever you want to. I just know that, on that day, Brett Favre was larger than life.”

  [image: Brett Favre helped restore the Packers to prominence during the 1990s. Courtesy of MearsOnlineAuctions.com]

  Having set many school records by the time he graduated, Favre subsequently entered the 1991 NFL Draft, where the Atlanta Falcons selected him in the second round, with the 33rd overall pick. He then spent his rookie season sitting on the bench behind starting quarterback Chris Miller, before being pried away from the Falcons following the conclusion of the campaign by Packers general manager Ron Wolf, who sent the 19th overall pick of the 1992 NFL Draft to Atlanta in exchange for his services.

  Joining a team in Green Bay that had posted a winning record in just four of the previous 22 seasons, including a mark of only 4-12 one year earlier, Favre made an immediate impact after he replaced Don Majkowski behind center four games into the 1992 campaign, leading the Packers to a record of 9-7 for the first of three straight times. Earning the first of his 11 Pro Bowl selections in 1992, Favre completed just over 64 percent of his passes, threw for 3,227 yards and 18 touchdowns, and posted a passer rating of 85.3. Although Favre earned Pro Bowl honors again the following year by placing sixth in the league with 3,303 yards passing, he compiled less impressive overall numbers, finishing the season with a pass-completion percentage of 60.9, a passer rating of just 72.2, 19 TD passes, and a league-leading 24 interceptions. He followed that up with a strong showing in 1994, ranking among the league leaders with 3,882 yards passing, 33 touch-down passes, and a passer rating of 90.7, while completing 62.4 percent of his passes and throwing only 14 interceptions. However, the best had yet to come, as Favre subsequently began an exceptional three-year run during which he established himself as arguably the finest quarterback in the game, compiling the following numbers over the course of those three seasons:

  [image: YEAR YARDS PASSING TD PASSES INTS COMP PCT PASSER RATING 1995 4,413 38 13 63.0 99.5 1996 3,899 39 13 59.9 95.8 1997 3,867 35 16 59.3 92.6]

  In addition to leading the league in touchdown passes each year, Favre annually ranked among the leaders in passing yards, completion percentage, and passer rating, with his 4,413 yards through the air in 1995 leaving him just 45 yards short of Lynn Dickey’s then–single-season franchise record of 4,458, which he set in 1983. More importantly, the Packers won three straight division championships, two NFC titles, and one NFL championship, with Favre passing for 246 yards and two touchdowns during their 35–21 victory over New England in Super Bowl XXXI. Favre’s superb play throughout the period earned him three consecutive league MVP awards, making him the first and only player to be so honored that many times in succession (he shared the award with Barry Sanders in 1997).

  As Favre emerged as arguably the NFL’s most recognizable figure, he developed into the Packers’ unquestioned on-field leader and one of the team’s most popular players, using his down-home, country-boy charm to ingratiate himself to his teammates. In discussing Favre’s ability to make the other players around him feel comfortable, former Packers head coach Mike Sherman later revealed, “He was never one to say a lot in the locker room before or after the game. He was at his best, however, and felt most comfortable talking to the players while in the huddle on the field. He did his best talking in the huddle—and it wasn’t always about the game! He kept them loose when they needed to be loose, and he challenged them when that was what they needed. He was at home—very comfortable—in the huddle.”

  Favre also became known for his ability to succeed in the face of adversity, his unbridled enthusiasm for the game, and his fearlessness, which eventually earned him the nickname “The Gunslinger.” In addressing those attributes, Sherman stated:

  Brett Favre was unique in many ways. First and foremost, he made those around him better. Players played at a higher level with him on the field. Second, he was at his best when things around him were at their worst. Injured, adversity, back against the wall, death of his Dad . . . he always found a way not just to play . . . but to play well. Third, he was the true Gunslinger. He never let a bad play interfere with the next play. He was always ready for the next play . . . to win that play with complete confidence.

  Sherman also praised Favre for his strong work ethic and dedication to his profession, saying, “Media people would ask me after a game if I was shocked or impressed by some ‘once in a lifetime’ throw they saw him make during the game. I’d usually have to tell them ‘No, I’ve seen him make that throw in practice before.’ I know he made things look easy—but he practiced hard. He practiced like he played.”

  Unfortunately, the success Favre experienced during the relatively early stages of his career came at a price, because, while being treated for various injuries, he developed an addiction to the painkiller Vicodin. After suffering a seizure during a hospital visit, Favre made his condition known to the public in May 1996 and subsequently entered a rehabilitation center, where he underwent 46 days of treatment to cure him of his addiction. Just a few months later, he led the Packers to their first Super Bowl win in nearly 30 years, after which he was named league MVP for the second consecutive time.

  [image: Favre set NFL records for most yards passing and most touchdown passes during his time in Green Bay. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions]

  Favre continued to perform at an elite level the next several years, throwing for more than 3,300 yards each season from 1998 to 2004, while also completing at least 30 touchdown passes in four of those seven seasons. Particularly effective in 1998 and 2001, Favre threw 31 TD passes and led the league with 4,212 passing yards and a completion percentage of 63 in the first of those campaigns, before earning Pro Bowl and Second-Team All-Pro honors three years later by passing for 3,921 yards and 32 touchdowns, completing 61.6 percent of his passes, and posting a passer rating of 94.1.

  However, after passing for 4,088 yards and tossing 30 touchdown passes in 2004, Favre spent the next three offseasons conducting himself very much like a diva, forcing the Green Bay front office to hold its breath while he decided whether or not he wished to continue playing. Waiting until the last possible moment to announce his decision each year, Favre invariably elected to return to the Packers, forcing Aaron Rodgers, who the team selected in the first round of the 2005 NFL Draft, to remain on the bench.

  Finally, on March 4, 2008, Favre formally announced his retirement, stating during a tearful press conference, “I know I can still play, but I don’t think I want to. And that’s really what it comes down to.” Four months later, though, Favre changed his mind and contacted the Packers about a possible return to the team. Speaking publicly for the first time about a potential comeback, Favre said during a July 14, 2008, interview on the Fox News Channel’s On the Record with Greta Van Susteren that he was “guilty of retiring early,” that he was “never fully committed” to retirement, and that he had been pressured by the Packers to make a decision before the NFL Draft and the start of the free agent signing period. He added that he had no intention of returning to the Packers as a backup, expressed his sympathy for Aaron Rodgers’s predicament, and affirmed that he was fully committed to playing football in 2008.

  Subsequently told during a lengthy meeting with Packers general manager Ted Thompson and head coach Mike McCarthy that the team had committed itself to Rodgers as its new quarterback, Favre agreed with both men that the time had come for the two sides to part ways. A few days later, on August 7, 2008, the Packers traded Favre to the New York Jets for a conditional fourth-round pick in the 2009 NFL Draft, ending in the process his 16-year association with the club. Over the course of those 16 seasons, Favre passed for 61,655 yards, threw 442 touchdown passes and 286 interceptions, completed 61.4 percent of his passes, and posted a passer rating of 85.8. Appearing in a franchise-record 255 games, Favre led the Packers to an overall record of 160-93 as a starter.

  Favre ended up spending just one season in New York, leading the Jets to a record of 9-7 in 2008, before joining the Minnesota Vikings for two years. Experiencing a rebirth in Minnesota, Favre earned the last of his 11 Pro Bowl selections in 2009 by passing for 4,202 yards, throwing 33 touch-down passes and only seven interceptions, and establishing career-high marks in completion percentage (68.4) and passer rating (107.2). However, after passing for just 2,509 yards and throwing only 11 TD passes the following year, Favre elected to announce his retirement, ending his career as the NFL’s all-time leader in seven different categories, including passing yards (71,838) and touchdown passes (508). He subsequently returned to Mississippi, where he became an assistant football coach at Oak Ridge High School in Hattiesburg. Asked by the St. Louis Rams to return to the NFL in 2013, Favre declined the offer, telling WSPZ radio in Washington, DC, that he suffered from memory loss he attributed in part to the multiple concussions he suffered during his playing career.

  Upon learning that Favre had been elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame on February 6, 2016, former Packers vice president and general manager Ron Wolf stated, “When I traded for Brett Favre, I thought he would be sensational. He became incomparable. They say that old Yankee Stadium was the house that Ruth built. Well, the Lambeau Field reconstruction is the house that Favre built.”

  PACKERS CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

  Best Season

  With so many great seasons from which to choose, this ended up being a difficult choice. However, after taking everything into consideration, I ultimately settled on the 1995 campaign. En route to earning Associated Press NFL Offensive Player of the Year honors and his first league MVP trophy, Favre completed 63 percent of his passes, finished second in the league with a passer rating of 99.5, his best mark as a member of the Packers, threw only 13 interceptions, and led all NFL quarterbacks with 38 touchdown passes and a career-high 4,413 yards passing, with his exceptional performance also gaining him recognition as the winner of the Bert Bell Award as the NFL Player of the Year.

  Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances

  Replacing Don Majkowski behind center for the first time on September 20, 1992, Favre led the Packers to their first win of the young season by completing 22 of 39 passes, for 289 yards and two touchdowns, with his stellar play enabling Green Bay to overcome a 17–3 deficit to Cincinnati heading into the fourth quarter and defeat the Bengals by a score of 24–23. Displaying his ability to lead his team back from adversity, Favre led the Packers on a pair of late scoring drives, tossing TD passes of five yards to Sterling Sharpe and 35 yards to Kitrick Taylor, with the game-winning throw to Taylor coming in the final minute of regulation.

  Favre threw three touchdown passes for the first time in his career later in the year, leading the Packers to a 38–10 victory over the Detroit Lions on December 6, 1992, by completing TD passes of 65 and nine yards to Sterling Sharpe, and another of nine yards to Harry Sydney. He finished the game 15-of-19, for 214 yards.

  Favre topped that performance on October 24, 1993, tossing four touchdown passes to Sterling Sharpe during a 37–14 win over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, with his TD throws covering 7, 30, 10, and 32 yards. He finished the contest 20-of-35, for 268 yards.

  Favre again torched the Tampa Bay secondary on September 25, 1994, leading the Packers to a lopsided 30–3 victory over the Buccaneers by completing 30 of 39 pass attempts for 306 yards and three touchdowns, with the longest of his TD passes being a 20-yarder to Ed West.

  In a game in which he also passed for 321 yards and two touchdowns, Favre gave the Packers a dramatic 21–17 victory over the Atlanta Falcons on December 18, 1994, by scoring the game-winning touchdown with only seconds remaining in regulation.

  During a 27–24 Monday night win over the Chicago Bears on September 11, 1995, Favre hooked up with Robert Brooks on a 99-yard scoring play, the longest pass completion in franchise history. He finished the game with 312 yards passing and three TDs.

  Favre had another big day against Chicago two months later, leading the Packers to a 35–28 victory over the Bears on November 12, 1995, by completing 25 of 33 pass attempts, for 336 yards and five touchdowns, with his longest TD pass being a 44-yarder to Brooks.

  Favre had an extremely efficient afternoon against Cincinnati on December 3, 1995, hitting on 31 of 43 pass attempts for 339 yards and three touchdowns during a 24–10 win over the Bengals.

  Favre completed all four of his TD passes during the first half of a 34–23 victory over the New Orleans Saints on
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passes during his time in Green Bay.
Courtesy of Heritage Auctions





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
PEAWERSH,

GREEN ¥
BAY
PACKERS Y&

HISTORY

RRRRRRRRRRRRR





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg
More than 70 years after he played his last game for the Packers,
Hutson continues to hold franchise records for most touchdowns and
most touchdown receptions.
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RECS RECYDS TD RECS DS POINTS
1941 58 138 10 1 95"
1942 14 1,21 1 1 138
1943 4 116 1 1 m
1944 58 866 9 9 85

* Please note that any numbers printed in bold throughout this book indicate that the player led the NFL in that statistical category that

year.
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