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INTRODUCTION

Questions. We need to ask them to learn about our world, to grow, and to understand more about ourselves and those around us. For an active mind, questions are essential. They’re “food for the brain,” so to speak, and therefore a necessity for our lives.

As toddlers we peppered our parents with dozens of questions every day as we reached out to a world that was new, exciting, and waiting to be explored. In school we discovered that asking questions was the best way to decode puzzling math problems, to grasp the complexities of English pronoun usage, and to ever begin to understand the laws of physics. As we neared adulthood we probed deeper, asking, “Who am I?” “What is truth?” and “Does God exist?” And if we were fortunate enough, we entered adulthood with a security based in God, yet still ambivalent enough about life to continue asking questions.

Almost as soon as we learned how to ask questions, we became accustomed to answering them as well. Our parents asked us anything from “Did you pick up your toys?” to “What sounds good for lunch?” And then the day came when Mom towered over us with hands on hips and demanded, “What do you think you’re doing?” We caught on rather quickly that she wasn’t looking for an explanation of our activities because she wanted to better understand what we were doing! Those questions made us realize early in life that there was indeed a different kind of query—a rhetorical kind—that pushed us to answer more thoughtfully and sometimes caused us to change our behavior rather than merely give an answer.

As we continued to mature, authority figures used these thought-provoking questions even more frequently. In school settings, teachers and principals called us to account for our behavior, our lateness, and our report cards, even when it was clear that they already knew the answers. Our parents asked these kinds of questions—especially throughout our teen years—to get our attention or to make a point. Even though we may have cynically thought the answers were obvious, adults constantly asked us rhetorical questions to make us evaluate, think, and take responsibility for our behavior. And, if we become parents as adults, we often find ourselves doing the very thing we vowed we’d never do: asking our kids the same kinds of questions!

Have you noticed that God asks questions too? He first questioned Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, then he confronted the patriarchs, and later, throughout the history of Israel, he probed the hearts and minds of judges, prophets, and kings. In the New Testament we find that Jesus continued this practice by using questions as an incredible teaching tool: With deep scrutiny, he drew men and women to himself, often using story and parable to frame his insightful and searching questions. More than any others, the questions God poses cause us to step back, reflect, and deeply examine ourselves. Insightful and intrusive, these questions stab straight into the soul. They simply cannot be ignored.

In rare situations throughout Scripture and in the midst of extraordinary circumstances, God asked people concise, direct questions in rhetorical form. Can you imagine being in Adam’s place, having just knowingly disobeyed your Creator, when God inquired, “Where are you?” Or would you have wanted to be in Jonah’s shoes when God confronted him, asking, “Have you any right to be angry?” The dictionary defines this unusual construction as “a question to which no answer is expected or one for which only one answer may be made.” But the dictionary writers weren’t referring to God when they composed that definition! For when God asks us a rhetorical question, he does indeed expect an answer. His questions, in fact, demand answers, but they’re for our benefit, not his. God needs no answers to his questions, and he doesn’t ask them in order to obtain information or discover something he doesn’t already know. The fact is, an omniscient God has no need to ask questions, period, not ever. Yet he does ask questions to help us look beyond the surface of things and think more deeply about life. For example, when God asked Jacob, “What is your name?” the reader certainly understands that God had an agenda that went beyond a mere name—and that Jacob had best pick up on that agenda too!

But do God’s probings apply only to whom they were first addressed? We, too, can mine an incredible wealth from these questions; their timeless themes and jarring directness command our attention even today. While skimming or reading through a Scripture passage, we may become complacent and miss the significance of what God is saying. But when he interjects himself into the affairs of men and women, stabbing through time with an inquiry such as “Will not the judge of the earth do right?” we simply cannot skim over that. Suddenly we’re compelled to interact with a God who desires to meet with his people. We must take in the full meaning of what he has asked, look deeply within ourselves, and answer—in our own words—to our God.

This study will explore the profound questions God asked throughout the Old Testament, queries that draw our interest and ultimately compel us to ask questions too. God’s rhetorical questions are incredible opportunities. He does not need our answers, but he asks because, out of his unfathomable love, he desires intimacy with his creation. He has already asked the questions that comprise the richest substance of life. Do we have the courage to look within ourselves and answer him?


ONE
“WHERE ARE YOU?”
GENESIS 3:1-19


And they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
 garden. But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

—GENESIS 3:8-9



The unspeakable had just happened: Eve succumbed to the serpent’s lies, ate the forbidden fruit, and gave some to Adam. The results of Adam and Eve’s sin were instantly evident: Their “eyes … were opened, and they realized they were naked” (verse 7). Before they sinned, Adam and Eve enjoyed a union of incredible vulnerability and intimacy; afterward, they attempted to “hide” from each other. Before, they knew only security and acceptance in each other’s presence, but afterward, they felt exposed—physically, emotionally, psychologically. Compare this experience with Genesis 2:25: “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame” (emphasis added). A catastrophic break in their relationship had occurred—and they had built the first wall between them.

But the irreparable damage to Adam and Eve’s relationship was only the beginning of the ramifications of their sin. When God first placed man in the garden, he and Adam communicated frequently in a close and loving relationship. In his interactions with Adam, God told Adam what he could and could not eat, he expressed interest in Adam’s naming of the animals, and he was concerned that Adam was alone and in need of a suitable helper. These interactions indicate an ease of conversation and comfortable companionship that suggest intimacy in their relationship. Even more significant, as verses 8-10 indicate, God regularly—perhaps daily—came to walk “in the garden in the cool of the day,” where Adam and Eve joined him for fellowship. But the moment they sinned, the intimacy, the familiarity, and the communication were shattered. For God found their meeting place empty. Once again, Adam and Eve’s sin had sent them into hiding.

BREAKING GROUND

As a child, apart from playing hide-and-seek, did you ever hide somewhere or from someone or did you ever want to hide? What kind of situation caused you to feel a need to do this?

Were you successful in your efforts to hide? Why or why not?

Read Genesis 3:1-19.

THE DECEIVER’S QUESTION

Before they fell into sin, Adam and Eve fellowshiped with their God in complete and total openness. In their nakedness—and, at that point, sinlessness—before the Creator, the couple never experienced the atmosphere of risk, the isolation of walls, any feelings of vulnerability, or the ache of insecurity. Adam and Eve hid nothing from God because there was nothing to hide!

But then the Deceiver—Satan—posing as a snake, came to Eve and revealed his true nature as a liar. Setting the stage by enticing Eve into a web of her own lies concerning God’s instructions about the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, Satan blatantly twisted God’s directive (“You will not surely die,” verse 4), questioned God’s character, and skillfully tempted Eve with the benefits of disobeying the Creator’s commands (“God knows that when you eat … you will be like God,” verse 5). The Tempter is indeed skilled at twisting and distorting God’s will for us.

At that point, the damage was done. The rending between God and man would result in dire consequences. In their shame and misery, Adam and Eve sought out their own futile remedy for their transgression: fig leaves, sewn together with hands stained by sin. But that pitiful attempt to repair the damage didn’t go unnoticed, and God confronted them. Their response? Adam blamed the woman—and ultimately God—when he declared that she was “the woman you put here with me” (verse 12, emphasis added). Eve then passed the blame to Satan.

But there were no acceptable excuses, alibis, or explanations. And fig leaves would not prove adequate for the enormity of their sin. Instead, sin demanded judgment and resulted in painful consequences, and the only way to atone for it was through blood sacrifice. As one consequence for their sin, God pronounced that Adam and Eve were no longer privileged to live in the garden, and he drove them out. But even as they felt the deep pain of leaving the garden, God still showed them mercy and grace. Lovingly clothing them in garments of animal skin, God granted them a temporary covering for their sin through the sacrifice of animals. Only later would true and complete atonement come through Christ’s blood sacrifice, when he would “crush [the serpent’s] head” (verse 15).

FIRST LOOKS


1. The Scripture text proves God




THE QUESTION IN AN EMPTY GARDEN








TAKING IT IN







THE QUESTION THAT MOVES BEYOND THE GARDEN






MAKING IT REAL
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