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Chapter I Whose Is Your Enterprise?


The Behavior of the Tenants


Your previously prepared enterprise has an owner.

That you must produce according to the nature of the enterprise.

That you must send the fruits of the earnings due to the lessor.

That the lessor not only guarantees the functioning of the enterprise he planted, but also prepares the natural environment so that it may function with success.

That if the businessman is not faithful, the enterprise will be taken from his hands and will be given to another who sends the part of the earnings corresponding to its owner.

That you may receive the collectors or may send the owner’s share: you are the one who chooses. But you must know the pros and the cons.


A. Consciousness of the Owner

All businessmen, before all else, must be conscious of who is the owner of their Enterprise: God, your Creator, is the owner of your enterprise. In this parable of the vineyard and its laborers, we are going to learn that:


[image: Seminary diagram]


The Leased Vineyard — The Behavior of the Tenants (Mt 21:33-41)




B. Reading for the Businessman’s Meditation


Lk 20:9: Then he began to tell the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, and leased it to some laborers, and went into a foreign land for a long time.(Is 5:1-7; Mt 25:14)



Lk 20:10: And, at the proper time, he sent a servant to those laborers, that they might give him his part of the fruits of the vineyard; but the laborers, beating him, sent him away empty-handed.



Lk 20:11: And he again sent another servant; but they also insulted him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.



Lk 20:12: And he again sent the third; but they wounded him also and cast him out.



Lk 20:13: Then the lord of the vineyard said: What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps, on seeing him, they will respect him.



Lk 20:14: But, when the laborers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying: This is the heir; come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.



Lk 20:15: And, casting him out of the vineyard, they killed him. What then will the Lord of the vineyard do to them?



Lk 20:16: He will come and destroy those laborers and will lease the vineyard to others.” And they, hearing this, said: “May such a thing never happen!”(Lk 19:27; Rm 3:4,6,31)



Lk 20:17: But he, fixing his eyes on them, said to them: “Is this not, then, what is written? The stone which the builders rejected, that very one became the cornerstone (‘chief of the corner’).(Mt 21:42; Sl 118:22,23; 1Pe 2:6)



Lk 20:18: Everyone who falls upon that stone will be broken to pieces; but upon whomever it falls, he will be turned to dust.”(Mt 21:44; Is 8:14,15)


1. Comparative Reading 1:


Mk 12:1: And Jesus began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, and surrounded it with a living wall, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower; afterward, he leased it to some laborers and went far away from the country.(Is 5:1-7)



Mk 12:2: And he sent a servant to the laborers, at the proper time, that he might receive from them of the fruit of the vineyard.(Ml 3:8; Gn 3:8)



Mk 12:3: But the laborers, seizing him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.



Mk 12:4: And he again sent them another servant; and this one they wounded in the head and made him return, after insulting him.



Mk 12:5: And he again sent them another, and this one they killed; and many others, some they wounded and others they killed.



Mk 12:6: And having, therefore, yet a son of his, much beloved, he also sent this one to them last, saying: At least for my son they will have reverence.(Hb 1:1-3)



Mk 12:7: But those laborers said among themselves: This is the heir; let us go and kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.



Mk 12:8: And, seizing him, they killed him and cast him out of the vineyard.



Mk 12:9: What, then, will the lord of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the laborers, and will give the vineyard to others.




C. Business Lessons from the Text

The great sheep-raising entrepreneur, now a vinedresser — the great economist Jesus Christ — teaches us in this parable some secrets for the great entrepreneurs of the earth:

1. The leasing of the vineyard of God, the Creator. Every enterprise that an entrepreneur establishes is a lease of the vineyard of God. How is the vineyard that God places on the market for entrepreneurs to lease? The vineyard is a type of the prior divine works, in order to make resources available to all the entrepreneurial men who are born upon this earth.

2. In this Psalm, we clearly see the prior work of God upon the earth, before men set their machines to prepare the soil.


Sl 65:6: He who by his strength has established the mountains, being girded with power;(Sl 93:1)



Sl 65:7: who stills the roar of the seas, the roar of their waves, and the tumult of the nations.(Mt 8:26; Is 17:12)



Sl 65:8: so that those who dwell in the remotest places of the earth are awed by your signs; you make the dawn and the twilight to be causes of rejoicing.(Mt 2:10)



Sl 65:9: You remember the earth, you water it and enrich it; you enrich it with the river of God, full of waters; then you grant it its grain, after having prepared it.(Sl 68:9,10; 46:4; 104:14)



Sl 65:10: You water its furrows and make water run in its channels; you soften it with abundant rain; you bless its sowings.



Sl 65:11: You crown the year with every kind of good thing, and your paths drip with abundance.



Sl 65:12: They distill pastures over the desert, and the hills gird themselves with joy.(Jó 38:26,27; Sl 98:8)



Sl 65:13: The valleys adorn themselves with flocks, and cover themselves with grain; they rejoice and even sing.(Sl 144:13; 72:16; 98:8)


a. All businessmen must render praise to God for having received from God the grace of the blessed valleys. This Psalm is the businessman’s song for the works of God upon the earth.

b. The initial work of God stills the seas so that there will be no floods. God signals his deeds to the scientists, to the astronomers, and grants joy to the farmer through the figures formed like clouds in the heavens. A prophecy about the astronomer kings who came to meet Jesus almost two years after his birth. It also speaks of the rejoicing they felt when they saw that the star was still guiding them (Mt 2:10). It speaks of a secret river of God, the river of God that irrigates the farms, bringing their life (Ap 22:1). This is the prior work of God upon the earth throughout the whole year: “You water, you drain off, you soften, and you bless the earth,” giving the entrepreneur the close of a blessed year:

c. For this reason the parable spoken by the mouth of the great businessman and economist Jesus Christ begins with God preparing the enterprise called the natural land. In a single verse he explained the whole work of God, before an entrepreneur builds his dreams. This is the reason why all businessmen must be grateful to God for receiving from his hands an enterprise that works.

3. In verse 33, the Father of the Family, who is our Heavenly Father, plants the vineyard, surrounds the vineyard with a living hedge, establishes a winepress in the land, builds a tower, and then leases it to men. The men enter and everything is already working. He casts the seed, God has already commanded the rain; he waits for the grass to grow, God has already given the order to the dew; he waits for it to bear fruit and for there to be good business, God has already sent forth his blessing in advance.

a. The vineyard is the enterprise whose product can be “winnowed,” that is, refined, bringing a second harvest, as is done with wheat; the hedge is the security, an item that must be fundamental in every enterprise; the winepress is the refinery of the fruits, transforming them into fine products in order to multiply his estate, taking the farmer-businessman out of a mere hope of profit from a single harvest and leading him to enjoy the second phase, which is to gather the fine produce a second time — that is, to winnow or refine — in order to increase the profits.

b. The tower is the temple of administration, of verification, of recounting, of inventory, of the computation of taxes due, of contracts, and of clients; it is the heart of the enterprise.

4. Entrepreneur of the Kingdom of Christ, you received the vineyard that was taken from another people because they caused the death of the collectors and also the death of the Son of the owner. The death of his Son is a milestone between two ages; a fact that gave access to the new entrepreneurs — joyful and generous — who do not wait for the collectors; they are part of this new group, impacted and broken by the death of the owner’s Son; therefore they send their fruits to the altar of the Father of the Family as soon as they receive their first fruits (Mt 25:41):


Mt 21:38: But the laborers, seeing the son, said among themselves: This is the heir; come, let us kill him; thus we will take possession of his inheritance.



Mt 21:39: And, taking him, they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.



Mt 21:40: Then, when the lord of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those laborers?”



Mt 21:41: And they answered him: “He will destroy those wicked men without mercy, and will lease the vineyard to other laborers who, at the proper time, will send him its fruits.”


a. This happened because the Father of the Family took the property away from the first tenants and punished them as foolish and unfaithful, and leased the vineyard to the new group that lives the generosity of the Grace of the Father of the Family; such a group does not have to be dunned, but sends its fruits at the right time: “He will destroy those wicked men without mercy, and will lease the vineyard to other laborers who, at the proper time, will send him its fruits.”

5. Concluding, in this parable of the wicked laborers, Jesus speaks exclusively of the tithe in such a spectacular way that the greedy do not understand it (Mt 21:33-46); but the teaching of Jesus is basically bound to the fact that God has bestowed upon us our enterprise in life, protecting it with a living hedge, planting a vineyard in it as a source of provision, building a tower of administration, and preparing a winepress to transform the fruits into refined products of high quality; and when everything was ready, He leased the enterprise-vineyard to this new group, just as Joseph did with the Egyptians. He wanted only the part of the lease that revolved around twenty percent (Gn 47:23-26). Observe that the first businessmen were to send the amount of the lease by means of the harvest already negotiated; but because of their greed, the Lord, proprietor of the vineyard, had to send his servants the prophets in order to collect the said amount. Those tenant laborers stoned some, mistreated others, and finally killed the Son of the owner. The message is so clear, yet they were so blind that they could not understand it. God wants to know where his part of the lease is, of that which He leased to us in this life. You will be a successful businessman down to the fourth generation if you understand once and for all that God is the owner of your enterprise.

6. Understand that God is seated upon the circle of the earth:


Is 40:22: He is the one who is seated upon the circle of the earth — whose inhabitants are like grasshoppers. He stretched out the heavens like a curtain, and unfolds them like a tent to dwell in;(Sl 104:2; Jr 10:12; Jó 22:14; Nm 13:33; Is 44:24)



Is 40:23: it is he who reduces the princes to nothing, and who makes the judges of the earth into something vain.(Jó 12:21; Sl 107:40; Is 5:21)



Is 40:24: Scarcely are they planted, scarcely are they sown, scarcely have they taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they soon wither; thus they are carried off like chaff by the whirlwind.(Is 17:10,11; 40:7; 17:13; 41:16)



Is 40:25: To whom will you compare me? To whom will you liken me? — says the Holy One.(Is 40:18)



Is 40:26: Lift up your eyes to the heavens and see! Who created all these things? It is he who counts the number of their hosts and makes them march like an army; and he calls them all by their names. Such is the greatness of his power, so great is his strength, that not one of them is missing.(Is 48:13; 51:6; 42:5; Sl 147:4; 89:11-13; Is 34:16)



Is 40:21: Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been announced to you from the beginning? Have you not understood the foundations of the earth?(Sl 19:1; At 14:17; Rm 1:19)


7. Understand that God is in control of all the most difficult circumstances:


Gn 45:4: And Joseph continued: “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. Then he went on: “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.(Gn 37:28)



Gn 45:5: But do not be grieved, nor reproach yourselves for having sold me into this place; because God sent me ahead of you to preserve our lives.(Sl 105:16,17; 50:20; Is 40:2; Gn 37:28; 44:20; 50:20)



Gn 45:6: For it is two years that the famine has become mistress of the earth, and there still remain five years of this season in which there will be no sowing or reaping.



Gn 45:7: And God sent me ahead of you, to prepare for you the means of subsistence in the land and thus to save your life by a great deliverance from this disaster.



Gn 45:8: Therefore, it was not you who sent me to Egypt, but God, who has set me as a father to Pharaoh, as lord of all his house, and as governor over all the land of Egypt.(Gn 41:43)


8. To God we render the best of our business productions:


1 Cr 29:10: And David blessed the Lord JeHoVaH before all the congregation, saying: “Blessed be you, O Lord, God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.



1 Cr 29:11: Yours, O Lord JeHoVaH, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord JeHoVaH, and you are exalted as head above all things.(Mt 6:13; 1 Tm 1:17; Ap 5:13)



1 Cr 29:12: Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all, and in your hand are strength and power, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.(2 Cr 1:12; Rm 11:36)



1 Cr 29:13: Now therefore, O our God, we render praises to your glorious Name,



1 Cr 29:14: for who am I, and who are this my people, that we should make voluntary offerings of this kind to the Lord JeHoVaH? For all things come from you, and of that which is yours we give to you.



1 Cr 29:15: For we are strangers before you, and pilgrims, just as all our fathers were. Our days upon the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.(Hb 11:13; 1 Pe 2:11; Lv 25:23; Sl 39:12; Jó 14:1,2; Sl 90:9,10; 102:11; 144:4)



1 Cr 29:16: O Lord JeHoVaH, our God! All this abundance that we have prepared to build you a House for your holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it is yours.



1 Cr 29:17: I also know, O my God, that you test the heart, and that you take pleasure in uprightness. I, then, in the uprightness of my heart, have freely offered all these things, and I have seen with joy that your people, present here, have also offered to you voluntarily.(1 Cr 28:9; Pv 11:20)



1 Cr 29:18: O Lord, God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep forever in the heart of your people this disposition, and direct their heart toward you,



1 Cr 29:19: and give to Solomon, my son, a sincere heart, so that he may keep your commandments, your testimonies, and your precepts, and carry out all these things, and build the palace for which I have prepared this provision.”(1 Cr 28:9; Sl 72:1; 1 Cr 29:2; 22:14)


9. He knows all the secrets of the earth:


Sl 136:6: To him who established the earth upon the waters, for his mercy endures forever!(Gn 1:9; Sl 24:2; Jr 10:12)


10. The earth has an owner:


Lv 25:23: The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you are foreigners and pilgrims in what is mine.(Êx 19:5; Gn 23:4; 1Cr 29:15; Sl 39:12)



Mt 21:41: “And they answered him: He will destroy those wicked men without mercy, and will lease the vineyard to other laborers who, at the proper time, will send him its fruits.”


b. Joseph and the administration of the leases: after the businessmen placed the money, the livestock, and the deeds of their lands into Joseph’s hands, Pharaoh gave them the land and the grain so that they might sow.


c. When the new businessmen understand that the land does not belong to them, but that it is the property of God, God himself will give them the grain, of which 20% will be our Lord’s and 80% will be theirs (Gn 47:13-26):



Gn 47:13: They were times in which bread was lacking in all the land, because the famine was very severe; in such a way that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished, lacking sustenance.(At 7:11; Gn 41:30)



Gn 47:14: Then Joseph collected all the money that was in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the wheat that they were buying; and Joseph brought the money to Pharaoh’s palace.(Gn 41:56)



Gn 47:15: When there was no more money in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came and cried out to Joseph, saying: “Give us bread; why should we die before your face? The money is already failing us.”(Gn 47:19)



Gn 47:16: And Joseph answered them: “Bring your livestock, and I will give it to you in exchange for your livestock, if the money is lacking.”



Gn 47:17: Then they brought their livestock to Joseph; and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, for the flocks, for the oxen, and for the donkeys; thus he sustained them with bread all that year.



Gn 47:18: And when that year ended, they came and cried out to Joseph, saying to him: “We will not hide from my lord that our money is spent; and our herds are already in my lord’s possession. Nothing remains for us before my lord except our body and our land.



Gn 47:19: Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh; and give us seed so that we may not die but live, and the land may not become desolate.”



Gn 47:20: Thus Joseph acquired all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, because each Egyptian sold his field, compelled by the famine; and the land came to belong to Pharaoh.



Gn 47:21: And as for the people, Joseph made them migrate among the cities, even from one end of Egypt to the other.



Gn 47:22: Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a prescribed portion from Pharaoh, and they ate their portions that Pharaoh had given them; therefore, the sale of their properties was left out.(Ed 7:24)



Gn 47:23: Then Joseph said to the people: “Today I have bought both you and your land for Pharaoh: Here you have seed, so that you may sow the land.



Gn 47:24: But at the time of the harvests, you shall give the fifth part to Pharaoh, and the four parts shall be yours: for the seed of the field, for the food of those who are in your houses, and for the sustenance of your little children.(Gn 41:34)



Gn 47:25: They answered: “You have saved our lives! May we find favor in the eyes of our lord, and we will be servants of Pharaoh.”(Gn 33:15)



Gn 47:26: And Joseph established this by decree, concerning the law of the soil in Egypt, to this day, that Pharaoh would have the fifth of the production; only the production of the land of the priests did not come to Pharaoh.(Gn 47:22)



Gn 47:27: Thus Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and there his people acquired properties, were fruitful, and multiplied greatly.(Gn 47:11; 46:3; Êx 1:7)


a. The land is his, the property is his. Where is our gratitude for the life and the talents that we have received from him? Thus, he killed the wicked laborers and leased the vineyard that belonged to him to other new laborers. And the message ends by revealing to us that these new entrepreneur-laborers did not wait for collectors to come to them, but rather they themselves sent the amounts due to their proprietor. Therefore, we see that there are two kinds of tenants of that which God gives us in this life: the leasing of the vineyard to the Church, which does not have to be dunned, but sends its fruits at the right time.



D. Devotional Lessons

0219 — Devotional of the parable of the vineyard and its laborers (Lk 20:9-18; Mk 12:1-13; Mt 21:33-46):


The vineyard was built, established, and leased by God, with a fence, a winepress, and a tower. The vineyard is the enterprise of God, leased to Israel since the days of Samuel the judge — when it marks the absence of the glory of God.



Lk 20:9: Then he began to tell the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, and leased it to some laborers, and went into a foreign land for a long time.(Is 5:1-7; Mt 25:14)



The group of prophets of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The amount of the lease was never paid. God’s part in his enterprise was never paid. The collectors were the prophets who collected the praise and the gratitude due to God.



The group of post-exilic prophets, who prophesied to the tribe of Judah, among them Zechariah.



Lk 20:11: And he again sent another servant; but they also insulted him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.



John the Baptist.



Lk 20:12: And he again sent the third; but they wounded him also and cast him out.



The beloved Son of the owner of the vineyard is Christ. Him the tenant laborers sought to kill.



Lk 20:13: Then the lord of the vineyard said: What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps, on seeing him, they will respect him.



The figure of the princes of the priests is painted by Christ in this part of the parable.



Lk 20:10: And, at the proper time, he sent a servant to those laborers, that they might give him his part of the fruits of the vineyard; but the laborers, beating him, sent him away empty-handed.



Lk 20:14: But, when the laborers came, they reasoned among themselves, saying: This is the heir; come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.



The death of Christ outside the gate of the Temple, as the animals of the holocaust were to be killed. (1) The sacrifice for sin was offered on the altar of sacrifices, in the court of the Tabernacle — then it is a type of the death of Christ for his nation. (2) The holocausts were offered (immolated) before the altar; their fat (burned) and their blood (placed on the horns and poured around the altar) were presented at the same altar, but they (head, flesh, hide, excrement) were burned outside the gate, on another altar — then it is a type of the death of Christ for the whole world, for he was offered outside the gate. Exodus 29:10: Then he shall present the bull before the Tabernacle of the Testimony, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands upon the head of the bull. Note that only the fat was burned on the altar of holocaust; the rest was burned on an altar outside the camp. Christ was immolated at the gate of the Tabernacle, but, like a holocaust, he was burned outside the gate — in the place called Skull (Hb 13:10-14). Leviticus 8:17: “And he also took the bull with its hide, its flesh, and its excrement, and burned it in fire outside the camp, just as the Lord JeHoVaH had commanded Moses.”



Lk 20:15: And, casting him out of the vineyard, they killed him. What will the Lord of the vineyard do to them?



Lk 20:16: He will come and destroy those laborers and will lease the vineyard to others.” And they, hearing this, said: “May such a thing never happen!”(Lk 19:27; Rm 3:4,6,31)



With this stone, which the builders rejected, God measures the construction of his Kingdom. This is the cornerstone: that is, the stone that has perfect angles and is fit for every good work. It was rejected by the builders because they did not know that it was a cornerstone, full of angles. The cornerstone is not glued with mortar, for it is an instrument of inspection and of testing; it does not belong to the construction, but to the Architect.



Lk 20:17: But he, fixing his eyes on them, said to them: “Is this not, then, what is written? The stone which the builders rejected, that very one became the cornerstone (‘chief of the corner’).(Mt 21:42; Sl 118:22,23; 1 Pe 2:6)



This stone was a square that measured the perfection of the angles of the construction of the great edifice of the Kingdom of God.



The laborers were the tenants, and the Kingdom of God is the vineyard. The laborers will be destroyed when they do not give their due fruit, for the vineyard does not belong to them. The vineyard was leased to another tenant, the Church, in the time of grace. Some people are using the vineyard and have not realized that the vineyard belongs to God and that they owe him the fruits of their lease.



Lk 20:18: Everyone who falls upon that stone will be broken to pieces; but upon whomever it falls, he will be turned to dust.”(Mt 21:44; Is 8:14,15)



Complementary and comparative text:



The enterprise of God was leased to Israel, but those responsible for it were unfaithful. (1) A living fence. (2) A processor of the raw material: a winepress that transforms the fruit into a more profitable product. (3) An administrative tower. He negotiated his lease and went far away. A type of the investment that God made on behalf of man on the earth, and a type of the investment applied to Israel by the Lord JeHoVaH, Mk 12:1-13:



Mk 12:1: And Jesus began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, and surrounded it with a living wall, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower; afterward, he leased it to some laborers and went far away from the country.(Is 5:1-7)



The collectors of the lease: the firstfruits of the vineyard. But they returned empty-handed: the first group of prophets (from Moses to Jeremiah).



Mk 12:2: And he sent a servant to the laborers, at the proper time, that he might receive from them of the fruit of the vineyard.(Ml 3:8; Gn 3:8)



Mk 12:3: But the laborers, seizing him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.



Other collectors of the firstfruits were wounded and shamed. Another group of prophets (from Jeremiah to Zechariah, whom they killed at the altar).



Mk 12:4: And he again sent them another servant; and this one they wounded in the head and made him return, after insulting him.



Another group of collectors: other prophets beaten and killed (the chief one, John the Baptist).



Mk 12:5: And he again sent them another, and this one they killed; and many others, some they wounded and others they killed.



The last collector: Jesus Christ, the heir.



Mk 12:6: And having, therefore, yet a son of his, much beloved, he also sent this one to them last, saying: At least for my son they will have reverence.(Hb 1:1-3)



Death declared upon Christ, the heir. They did not know that his father was still alive. The same that happened to Joseph.



Mk 12:7: But those laborers said among themselves: This is the heir; let us go and kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.



Christ was arrested, killed, and buried outside the city, near the Garden of Calvary.



Mk 12:8: And, seizing him, they killed him and cast him out of the vineyard.



The vineyard was taken from those and given to the Church.



Mk 12:9: What, then, will the lord of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the laborers, and give the vineyard to others.



The body of Christ edified, and his position as the stone of measurement and of the angle of the Kingdom. That stone is not fastened with mortar; it is free. He had Psalm 118 in his heart.



Mk 12:10: Have you never read this Scripture: “The stone which the builders rejected, that one was placed as the head of the corner;(Sl 118:22,23; At 4:11; 1 Pe 2:7)



Mk 12:11: by the Lord this was done, and it is a marvelous thing in our eyes?”



They were the wicked laborers who would kill the Son and heir of the vineyard. They went and sent three groups of inquisitors.



Mk 12:12: Then they sought to arrest him, but they feared the multitude; for they understood that he had spoken that parable against them; and, leaving him, they withdrew.(Mt 21:45,46; Mc 11:18; Mt 22:22)



(1) A political problem, raised by the Herodians, representatives of Rome: challenging the Word of God, seeking in him some contradictory word.



Mk 12:13: And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, that they might catch him in his word.(Mc 3:6; Lc 11:54)



Mt 21:33: Hear another parable: “There was a man, a father of a family, who planted a vineyard, and surrounded it with a living hedge, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower; and afterward he leased it to some laborers and went far away from there.



The lease was to be paid. The fruits prefigure firstfruits, praises, tithes, and thanksgiving offerings.



Mt 21:34: And when the time of the fruits drew near, he sent his servants to the laborers, that they might receive his fruits.



The care for the prophets and the men of God who came to collect the lease from them: the first group of prophets, from Adam to Moses.



Mt 21:35: But the laborers, laying hold of the servants, beat one, killed another, and stoned another.



Complementary and comparative text:



The vineyard is the Kingdom: (1) planted, (2) fenced with life, (3) with a processor of basic products, (4) with an administrative tower; and, with all these benefits, the Lord of the vineyard did not enjoy it, but leased it to some kings of the Old Covenant and returned to his throne, Mt 21:33-46:



The second group of prophets, from Moses to John.



Mt 21:36: Then he again sent other servants, in greater number than the first; and they did to them in the same way.



The incarnation of Christ; the elders and the princes of the temple. The great collector of the lease. The vineyard was of great benefit, a profitable business, but they were unfaithful, like many who never send their tithes and offerings to the Kingdom.



Mt 21:37: And, last of all, he sent to them his son, saying: Surely they will have respect for my son.



They did not imagine that his Father was still alive.



Mt 21:38: But the laborers, seeing the son, said among themselves: This is the heir; come, let us kill him; thus we will take possession of his inheritance.



The crucifixion of Christ outside the city. The Day of Judgment was the cross (Ps 18), when the Father himself came to the aid of his Son, giving him authority over all that he had and handing the vineyard to another people: the Church.



Mt 21:39: And, taking him, they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.



Mt 21:40: Then, when the lord of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those laborers?”



The leasing of the vineyard to the Church, which does not have to be dunned, for it sends its fruits at the right time.



Mt 21:41: And they answered him: “He will destroy those wicked men without mercy, and will lease the vineyard to other laborers who, at the proper time, will send him its fruits.”



The edification of the Church (Mt 16:16-18). The foundation is not the cornerstone. The cornerstone is not glued, is not set, for it is prophetic and is an instrument of inspection of the structure and of the square. The foundation is fixed; the cornerstone is free and has seven eyes (Zc 3:9).



Mt 21:42: Then Jesus said to them: “Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone which the builders rejected, that one was placed as the cornerstone; by the Lord this was done, and it is a marvelous thing in our eyes?(Sl 118:22; At 4:11; 1 Pe 2:7)



The institution of the Church under the priestly and royal purpose (Zc 3:9).



Mt 21:43: Therefore, I say to you that the Kingdom of God will be taken from you and will be given to a nation that produces its fruits.(Sl 102:18)



The two ways of facing the stone: (1) repenting and pouring oneself out upon it, or (2) being destroyed by it, like the statue of Nebuchadnezzar (Dn 2:44).



Mt 21:44: And he who falls upon this stone will be broken; but he upon whom it falls will be shattered to pieces.”






Chapter II The Experience That Honors


The Counselor of the Enterprise



A. In this parable the businessman will learn that:

An enterprise is valued when it has a Council that represents respect for the different experiences.

The wise and experienced counselors are fathers and friends of the successful businessman.

An enterprise that has a council advances to the next generation, something uncommon nowadays.

An enterprise always loses its value when it does not have wise, God-fearing Counselors.

That a Counselor knows how to bring out of his chest experiences old and new.

This parable teaches the businessman to recycle and modernize his products without losing his profit.

This parable teaches the businessman to keep his products useful.


The wisdom of Solomon: he was surrounded by wise counselors from all over the world.




B. Reading for the Businessman’s Meditation


Mt 13:51: And Jesus said to them: “Have you understood all these things?” And they answered: “Yes, Lord.”



Mt 13:52: Then he said to them: “Therefore, every scribe learned in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a father of a family who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”



Mt 13:53: And it happened that, when Jesus finished uttering these parables, he withdrew from there.(Mt 7:28; 19:1)




C. Business Lessons from the Text

In this parable of “the learned man and his treasure,” narrated by Christ in Matthew 13:52, the economist Jesus Christ teaches us that the counselors must be part of the enterprise. Without them, the enterprise will sink. These wise men are experienced people and friends of their owners.

1. The enterprises that maintain the Council prosper and advance for generations; the enterprises that despise it lose their value in the market and soon fall apart without anyone missing them. These wise men, who bring out of their treasure things new and old — who may be their own owners or founding partners — bring out of their treasure experiences of the past that are also valid for the future. That is, a certain product may return to the market as the carriages roll on. New generations will adapt to the same product presented in a modern and efficient way. New and old counsels are accepted because of the different ages and experiences.

2. Pride avoids counsel. In the Council meetings, the counsels given in the presence of other counselors cause revolt in most businessmen, and this proves that they think they do not need a Council. There are other businessmen so skeptical in the Council that they may receive ten useful and productive counsels, but their pride will believe only that fellow who, in the corridor of the enterprise, offers them the eleventh. The Council keeps the enterprise in a good harbor. Solomon, the greatest businessman of all time, would never reject a counsel. The good thing about an enterprise’s Council is that it is not necessary to verify whether everyone accepts it or desires it. The Council, the counsels, and the counselors are fundamental. Some counselors give good counsels because they learned in life that it was important to give good examples. Every businessman must know the difference between his own opinion and the prudence of evaluating a counsel.

3. Example and counsel: Examples cannot be divorced from the Council. Although examples instruct more than the words of a Council, the Council follows useful norms approved by life. The wise man brings out of his treasure things new and old because he knows how to evaluate the importance of each vessel of his treasure. Businessmen without character seek advantageous counsels and not those most pleasing to the counselor. Notice that good counsel costs dearly; it was kept in a treasure. He who despises the preliminary counsel because it is expensive pays much more dearly at the closing. As a businessman, never seek approval when you want to receive firm and useful counsels; nor seek too many counsels, for you will become confused. Most businessmen do not seek counsel because they feel inferior before the one who counsels them.

4. Warnings and Counsel: If you do not believe in nor respect warnings, you will never give attention to a Council; your enterprise will not endure. The counsels of a Council that knows much are as important as the counsel of your wife who esteems you.

5. Counsel and wrath: Anger will never give you the honor nor the victory of a Council. The presumptuous man does not receive counsels; and when the counselor insists on it, he is foolish too. Businessman, never forget that he who wastes time giving counsel to the presumptuous is not wise. Every good business counsel is evaluated by its effects and not by the good intentions of the counselor (Ec 2:1-15):


Pv 2:1: My son, if you receive my words and keep my commandments within you as a treasure,



Pv 2:2: in such a way that your ear listens to wisdom and your heart inclines to understanding;



Pv 2:3: yes, if you cry out for intelligence and lift up your voice in search of understanding,



Pv 2:4: if you seek wisdom like silver and search for it as one searches for hidden treasures,



Pv 2:5: then you will understand the fear of the Lord JeHoVaH, and you will find the knowledge of God.



Pv 2:6: For the Lord JeHoVaH grants wisdom, and from his mouth proceed knowledge and intelligence.(Tg 1:5)



Pv 2:7: He reserves true wisdom for the upright; he is a shield for those who walk in integrity;(Sl 84:11)



Pv 2:8: for he guards the paths of justice and preserves the way of his faithful saints.



Pv 2:9: Then you will understand righteousness, justice, equity, and all the good paths.



Pv 2:10: For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be delightful to your soul.



Pv 2:11: The discretion of counsel will protect you, and the discernment of intelligence will guard you;



Pv 2:12: to deliver you from the way of evil, and from the man who speaks perverse things;



Pv 2:13: and also from those who abandon the paths of righteousness, to walk in the ways of darkness;



Pv 2:14: who rejoice in doing evil, and delight in the perversities of wicked men;



Pv 2:15: these, who are originators of crooked ways and of devious paths.




D. Devotional Lessons

0153 — Devotional of the parable of the scribe instructed in the Kingdom (Mt 13:51-53):


Our present understanding will be a treasure in the future. The father of the family is compared to the one who records the facts:



Mt 13:51: And Jesus said to them: “Have you understood all these things?” And they answered: “Yes, Lord.”



The preacher experienced in the ministry:



Mt 13:52: Then he said to them: “Therefore, every scribe learned in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a father of a family who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”



Deliver the message and withdraw. Let the message produce its effects:



Mt 13:53: And it happened that, when Jesus finished uttering these parables, he withdrew from there.(Mt 7:28; 19:1)
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