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‘KING RAT’

PART 1: FORMATIVE YEARS OF A KILLER

Billy Wright strutted across the Protestant paramilitary stage with a Bible in one hand and a gun in the other. He confided to me that he sometimes ‘walked with God’ and at other times with ‘the Devil’. When he pulled a trigger, he claimed it was for ‘God and Ulster’ but retrospectively he would say he had been walking with the Devil. One may ask if he ever knew which influence was greater on his life as a trigger man – God or the Devil?

His detractors will say it was the Devil. His supporters believe he was a bible-loving Christian defending his homeland from godless subversives. There is no dispute that he was a lethal trigger man and terror boss. His entry into the world of paramilitarism, his flirtation with religious fundamentalism and his influence on the peace process in Northern Ireland in the 1990s set him apart as a unique loyalist in the conflict.

The use of the term ‘loyalist’ to define an extreme position within the Protestant-Unionist majority has its roots in the early days of the Troubles. At the start of the 1960s, the term defined not simply loyalty to the Union with Great Britain but ultra elements within a Protestant working-class political dynamic. Loyalists were opposed to any reform of the State, especially accommodation of Catholic demands for social and political change.

The singular voice of loyalism was the Reverend Ian Kyle Paisley, the son of a Baptist minister. His firebrand preaching was imbued with  fundamentalist oratory and dire warnings about Catholic agitation. In essence, his doctrine, embodied in the slogan ‘No Surrender’, linked him to Unionist orthodoxy. He warned that any concessions to Catholics constituted a betrayal of the Church of Rome and presented a threat to the Union with Britain, which Protestants were duty-bound to defend. Within its narrow, bigoted confines, Paisleyism spoke to a Protestant siege mentality dating back to the seventeenth century. It activated deep-seated fears within the Protestant community that any semblance of change in the status quo, namely Unionist political domination, could lead to a resurgence of Catholic nationalism and republicanism. The ultimate effect would be a weakening of the Union and Protestants being swallowed up in a Catholic-dominated United Ireland.

Paisley’s thesis was not new in the short history of the Northern Ireland State or, for that matter, in the overall history of Ireland. But, coming at a time when Catholics were demanding what amounted to basic British civil rights such as ‘One Man-One Vote’, it had a malign impact on the political environment. Some Unionist leaders dismissed Paisley as a nonentity while others, among them Cabinet ministers like Bill Craig and Brian Faulkner, flirted with the Paisley thesis. It suited Faulkner’s political ambitions to one day become Prime Minister because it reached down to the very core of Unionism. It touched the bedrock of Protestant working-class support and the unquestioning loyalty the working class had historically given to





























































GLOSSARY

 

ARMY COUNCIL – The seven-man body elected to run the Irish Republican Army. It is bound by The Green Book of rules, which insist that it meets at least once a month. Members are required to be active service personnel and four members can constitute a quorum.

B SPECIALS – Part-time members of the Ulster Special Constabulary formed in 1920. B Specials gained a reputation for being anti-Catholic. To Protestants they were the first lines of defence in protecting the State from the IRA. They had massive armouries containing pistols, rifles, submachine guns, grenades and .50 heavy calibre machine guns.

CUMANN na mBANN – Female wing of the Irish Republican Army.

E DEPARTMENT – An RUC Special Branch department, which operated within the Royal Ulster Constabulary. It was subdivided into three sections:

E3 – responsible for handling agents and informers.

E4 – specialists in methods of entry, wiretaps, bugging and videotaping.

E4a – a covert team used in surveillance but trained in SAS-type assault and killing techniques.

 

FIANNA na hEIREANN – The junior wing of the Irish Republican Army. Its recruits ranged in ages from 11 to 17.

FREDS – Term given to indigenous terrorist recruits within the British Army’s undercover squads in the early 1970s.

FBI – The US Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI had teams of Special Agents who worked closely with British Intelligence, Special Branch and the RUC in tracking down members of the IRA in North America. In contravention of the US Constitution, members of the RUC secretly operated with the FBI on the streets of New York and other US cities. Likewise the FBI sent operatives to Northern Ireland to liaise with the British security apparatus.

FOUR FIELD SURVEY TROOP – The cover name for a shadowy British Intelligence unit within 3 Brigade Detachment. The British Ministry of Defence destroyed all documents relating to its history and activities. Roger Freeman, an Under Secretary for the British Armed Forces, claimed it had been involved in map-reading and reconnaissance. He admitted all paperwork relating to it had been shredded.

14 INTELLIGENCE & SECURITY COMPANY – An elite and secretive British Army unit set up in the 1970s. It took over the work of the MRF when that organisation was subjected to public scrutiny and ‘disbanded’. It was sometimes referred to as 14th Int., 14 Independent Company and DET.

FRU – Force Research Unit, sometimes referred to as Field Research Unit or Future Research Unit. It was a shadowy British Military Intelligence organisation running terrorist agents and sanctioning assassinations of republicans or Catholics suspected of being republicans.

GARDAI – Members of the GARDA SIOCHANA, the Irish Republic’s police force.

GHQ – General Headquarters Staff. In both the IRA and INLA this body ran and planned ongoing operations.

HANDLERS – Intelligence officers tasked with running terrorist agents and informers.

H BLOCKS – A term used for the Maze prison, which replaced the Long Kesh internment camp. The Maze was built in the shape of an H and divided into Blocks, housing paramilitaries from both sides.

INLA – Irish National Liberation Army. A breakaway group from the Marxist-oriented Official IRA.

IO – Intelligence Officer.

IPLO – Irish People’s Liberation Army – a breakaway group from the INLA.

LONG KESH – A disused airfield with Nissen huts, which became an internment camp after internment without trial was introduced in August 1971.

LOYALIST VOLUNTEER FORCE – A breakaway group from the Ulster Volunteer Force. Billy ‘King Rat’ Wright formed it.

MI5 – The United Kingdom’s Internal Security Service. Contrary to its brief, it illegally operated in the sovereign territory of the Irish Republic.

MI6 – The United Kingdom’s Foreign Intelligence Service. Sometimes referred to as SIS – Secret Intelligence Service. Contrary to its brief, it operated in Northern Ireland and considered the Irish Republic to be within its terms of reference. In the early to mid 1970s, it had a dispute with MI5 over who was responsible for running British Military Intelligence officers in Northern Ireland. In response to leaks from MI5 about its operations, it responded by leaking damaging stories about its counterpart to the media.

MRF – Known as the Military Reconnaissance Force and the Mobile Reconnaissance Force. The IRA called it the Military Reaction Force. Brigadier Frank Kitson, the British Army’s foremost counter-insurgency expert, formed it in the early 1970s. Specialists with SAS-type training staffed it, as well as soldiers detached from different regiments and ‘Freds’ – indigenous terrorist agents.

OC – Officer Commanding.

OFFICIALS – Name given to the IRA after the movement split into two organisations in January 1970. It was driven by Marxist ideology in the 1960s and was an integral element in the civil-rights movement. It announced a cease-fire in 1972 and its political wing, Sinn Fein, became the Workers Party, which fought elections in Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. It engaged in feuding with the Provisionals and never decommissioned its arsenal. It also received monies from Eastern Europe during and after the Cold War.

ORANGE ORDER – The most powerful body within the Protestant–Unionist community. It was infused with a territorial imperative which encouraged its leaders and rank and file to believe that  it could parade anywhere in Northern Ireland, especially through Catholic neighbourhoods. It was the dynamic for uniting Protestants, who regarded it as the symbol and voice of their tradition. From the beginning of the Troubles, its insistence on marching through Catholic districts each summer to celebrate the defeat of James II of England by the forces of William of Orange in 1689/90 led to serious outbreaks of rioting.

PROVISIONALS – Provisional Irish Republican Army. It was formed in January 1970 after the IRA split and it took on the mantle of romantic Irish nationalism. It received money and weapons from Irish Americans, the Palestine Liberation Organisation and the Libyan regime of Colonel Mu’ammar al Qadhafi. Most of those who died on hunger strike in 1982 were Provisionals.

RED HAND COMMANDO – Loyalist terror group formed by the paedophile, John McKeague, who was also a British Military/Special Branch agent.

RUC – Royal Ulster Constabulary, Northern Ireland’s police force.

SDLP – Social Democratic Labour Party. The majority party within the Catholic community in Northern Ireland. It disavowed violence to achieve its goal of a United Ireland.

SINN FEIN – Political wing of the Provisional IRA.

SPECIAL BRANCH – RUC department dealing with intelligence-gathering, data-collation and the running of terrorist agents and informers. Throughout its history, it was a secretive organisation, extremely protective of its information and sources. From the outset of the Troubles, it was the major organisation gathering intelligence on the IRA and was involved in dubious operations. After 1992, it was placed under the direct control of MI5.

SAS – Special Air Service. It emerged from the Long Range Desert Group during the Second World War. It is Britain’s version of the Green Berets and is regarded as one of the most elite regiments in the world. Its operations and the identities of its soldiers are protected under the guise of National Security.

STORMONT – The seat of the majority Unionist Government of Northern Ireland.

SUPERGRASS – A terrorist recruited by the authorities to betray his fellow terrorists in return for a new life outside Northern Ireland.

TARA – A shadowy loyalist paramilitary group established by William McGrath, an evangelist and notorious paedophile. It had links to the Red Hand Commandos and the UVF.

TOUT – Northern Ireland slang for an informer or a terrorist agent working for the British security apparatus.

TCG – Task Coordinating Group. An umbrella organisation comprising representatives from the main intelligence and undercover organisations.

UDA – Ulster Defence Association. The largest loyalist paramilitary organisation. It was formed in the early 1970s.

UFF – Ulster Freedom Fighters. It emerged in June 1973 and declared itself the military wing of the UDA. It mimicked the Provisional IRA strategy of having a political wing and a military wing.

UDR – Ulster Defence Regiment. At the outset of the Troubles, it was set up to replace the B Specials but its history, until it was merged with a British Army Regiment in 1992, mirrored the anti-Catholic record of the Ulster Special Constabulary. Many of its members were in the UDA and some provided intelligence to loyalist paramilitaries in their targeting of innocent Catholics. Some UDR soldiers were directly involved in terror operations on behalf of the UVF and the UFF.

UNIONIST PARTY – The majority Protestant party. It held power, unchallenged, for over 50 years.

UVF – Ulster Volunteer Force. It emerged in 1966 and was formed by loyalists, including several politicians, leading clergymen and a prominent lawyer. The shooting of four Catholics by a UVF gang in Malvern Street in the Shankill in 1966 is regarded by many as the starting point of the present Troubles.


APPENDIX 1

THE GREEN BOOK

What follows is the constitution, aims, objectives and disciplinary procedures of the IRA. Known as The Green Book, it is the IRA’s official handbook. It has not been edited or altered in any way. Any errors of grammar or of sense can be attributed to the original.

CONSTITUTION OF OGLAIGH NA hEIREANN

1. Title:

The Army shall be known as Oglaigh na hEireann.

2. Membership:

1 Enlistment in Oglaigh na hEireann shall be open to all those over the age of 17 who accept its objects as stated in the Constitution and who make the following pledge:

‘I — (name) — promise that I will promote the objects of Oglaigh na hEireann to the best of my knowledge and ability and that I will obey all orders and regulations issued to me by the Army Authority and by my superior officer.’

2 Participation in Stormont or Westminster and in any other subservient parliament, if any, is strictly forbidden.

3 Enlistment shall be at the discretion of the Army Authority.

3. Objects:

1 To guard the honour and uphold the sovereignty and unity of the Republic of Ireland.

2 To support the establishment of an Irish Socialist Republic based on the 1916 Proclamation.

3 To support the establishment of, and uphold, a lawful government in sole and absolute control of the Republic.

4 To secure and defend civil and religious liberties and equal rights and equal opportunities for all citizens.

5 To promote the revival of the Irish language as the everyday language of the people.

4. Means:

1 To organise Oglaigh na hEireann for victory.

2 To build on a spirit of comradeship.

3 To wage revolutionary armed struggle.

4 To encourage popular resistance, political mobilisation and political action in support of these objectives.

5 To assist, as directed by the Army Authority, all organisations working for the same objectives.

5. Army Control:

1 The General Army Convention shall be the Supreme Army Authority.

2 The Army Council shall be the Supreme Authority when a General Convention is not in session.

3 The Army Council, only after Convention, shall have power to delegate its powers to a government which is actively endeavouring to function as the de facto government of the Republic.

4 When a government is functioning as the de facto government of the Republic, a General Army Convention shall be convened to give the allegiance of Oglaigh na hEireann to such a government.

5 All personnel and all armaments, equipment and other resources of Oglaigh na hEireann shall be at the disposal of and subject to the Army Authority, to be employed and utilised as the Army Authority shall direct.

6. General Army Convention:

1 A general Army Convention of Delegates (selected as set out hereinafter) shall meet every two years unless the majority of these delegates notify the Army Council that they it better for military purposes to postpone it. When a General Army Convention is postponed, it shall be summoned to meet as soon as the majority of the  delgates shall notify the Army Council that they deem it advisable.

2 An Extraordinary General Army Convention and that the urgency of the issue for the Convention does not permit of the selection of delegates as prescribed, that the delegates to the previous General Army Convention constitute the Extraordinary General Army Convention. When for any reason a delegate to the previous General Army Convention has become ineligible, or is not available, the Battalion Council shall elect a delegate in his/her stead. Every active Volunteer in the Battalion shall be eligible to stand as a delegate.

4 When the Army is engaged on active service, no Unit or General Army Convention shall be held until a reasonable time after hostilities has terminated, unless the Army Authority decides otherwise.

5 An Executive of twelve members shall be elected by ballot at the General Army Convention: at least eight of these members shall be delegates to the Convention: Four members may be elected from active Volunteers who are not delegates. The next six in line shall, however, be eligible as subsitutes to the Executive in order of their election. The Executive shall always have six substitutes in readiness.

6 No members of the Executive may also be a member of the Army Council and members of the Executive subsequently elected to the Army Council will resign from the Executive. Vacant positions on the Executive arising in such a way shall be filled by those substitutes next in line from the Convention elections.

7 The following shall be entitled to attend and vote at the General Army Convention:

Delegates selected by Battalion Convention.

Delegates selected by General Headquarters Staff and Staffs of Brigades, Divisions and Commands.

Two members of the Executive.

All members of the Army Council.

The Chief of Staff, the Adjutant-General and the Quartermaster-General.

8 Only Volunteers on the Active List shall be eligible as delegates to the General Army Convention.

9 A majority of the General Army Convention may invite anyone whom they wish to attend to speak.

10 The Chairperson of the General Army Convention shall be chosen by the General Convention.

7. Duties and Powers of the Executive:

1 The Chairperson of the General Army Convention or his/her representative shall, within forty-eight hours of the termination of the  Conventions, summon a meeting of the Army Executive over which he/she shall preside during the election of a Chairperson and Secretary. The Army Executive shall then proceed with the election of an Army Council of seven members.

2 The Army Executive shall meet at least once every six months. The Secretary of the Executive shall be responsible for the summoning of the members.

3 It shall be the duty of the Executive to advise the Army Council on all matters concerning the Army.

4 The Executive shall have powers, by a majority vote, to summon an Extraordinary General Army Convention.

5 A member of the Executive who, for any reason, ceases to be an active member of Oglaigh na hEireann shall cease to be a member of the Executive.

6 Casual vacancies on the Executive shall be filled by cooperation after any substitutes that may be elected by the General Army Convention have been exhausted. Vacancies shall be filled within a period of one month.

7 The Executive shall hold office until the following General Army Convention shall elect a new Executive.

8 An extraordinary meeting of the Executive shall be summoned by the secretary of the Executive when a majority of the Army Council or a majority of the Executive so decide.

9 Two-thirds of the available members shall constitute a quorum of the Executive, for co-option purposes only. Full Executive powers shall not be vested in less than five members.

8. Duties and Powers of the Army Council:

1 The Chairperson of the Army Executive or his/her representative shall, as soon as possible after the election of the Army Council, summon a meeting of the Army Council, over which he/she shall preside, until a Chairperson and Secretary have been elected.

2 The Army Council shall meet at least once a month.

3 Vacancies occurring in the Army Council shall be filtered from substitutes elected by the Executive or co-opted by the Army Council in advance. Co-options by the Army Council must be ratified by the Executive at its next meeting.

4 Any active Volunteer shall be eligible for membership of the Army Council. The Army Council shall have the power to:

1 Conclude peace or declare war when a majority of the Council so decide. The conclusion of peace must be ratified by a Convention.

2 Appoint a Chief of Staff and ratify all appointments to the Commissioned ranks.

3 Make regulations regarding organisation, training, discipline, equipment and operations, such as will ensure that the Army will be as efficient as possible.

4 Take all necessary steps to secure co-ordination with other republican organisations.

5 Keep in touch with all foreign organisations and countries which may help the Army in any way.

6 Arrange for the care of wounded Volunteers and their dependants and the dependants of Volunteers killed, imprisoned or on active-service.

The Chief of Staff, Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-General shall be entitled to attend and speak at all meetings of the Army Council but not be entitled to vote unless they are members of the Army Council.

Four members shall constitute a quorum of the Army Council.

A member of the Army Council who, for any reason, ceases to be an active Volunteer, shall cease to be a member of the Army Council.

9. Selection of Delegates:

Delegates to the Command Conventions shall be elected by ballot as follows:

1 At each parade called for the purpose, each unit in Command Area shall elect a delegate to attend the Command Convention.

2 One member of the Command Staff, elected by the Staff at a special meeting called for the purpose.

3 The Command OC sall be entitled to attend and vote at the Command Convention.

4 Each Command Convention shall meet when instructed by the Army Authority and elect one delegate when the total number of Volunteers who parade for Unit Conventions do not exceed twenty, and two when the number of Volunteers do not exceed fifty, and one delegate for each twenty additional Volunteers on parade at Unit Conventions.

Brigade Conventions:

Where the Independent Unit is a Brigade, a Brigade Convention may be held consisting of the delegates elected by the Units, Battalion Staffs and the Brigade Staff, with the power to pass or reject any resolution brought forward by these delegates. The delegates from each Battalion shall each elect their own delegates to the Army Convention.

Election of Brigade, Divisional and Command Staff delegates to the General army Convention.

Two delegates shall be elected at a meeting of General Headquarters Staff officers, with the exception of the Chief of Staff, Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-General.

Resolutions to General Army Convention:

Command Conventions and the meetings of GHQ for the election of delegates to General Army Convention shall have the power to discuss any matter relating to the Army or to the Nation and to pass resolutions regarding such matters. These resolutions shall be forwarded to GHQ within the time specified by the Army Authority and shall appear on the agenda for the General Army Convention.

10. Changes to the Constitution:

It shall require a two-thirds majority of a General Army Convention to change articles in this Constitution.

OGLAIG NA hEIREANN (IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY) GENERAL HEADQUARTERS GENERAL ARMY ORDERS (REVISED 1987)

General Order No. 1

1 Membership of the Army is only possible through being an active member of any army Unit or directly attached to General Headquarters. Any person who ceases to be an active member of a Unit, or working directly with General Headquarters, automatically ceases to be a member of the Army. There is no reserve in the Army. All volunteers must be active.

2 The duties of a Volunteer shall be at the discretion of the Unit Commander. If for a good and genuine reason a Volunteer is unable to carry out the normal duties and routine which obtains in the Unit, the OC may allot him/her some special duties. So long as he/she performs these duties satisfactorily and makes regular reports he/she shall be considered as an active Volunteer.

3 Leave of absence may be granted to a Volunteer in the case of illness or for other valid reason.

4 A Volunteer who, for any reason, ceases to maintain contact with his/her Unit or with General Headquarters for a period of three months shall automatically cease to be a member of the Army.

5 The provision of this General Order does not apply to Volunteers in prison.

General Order No. 2

Volunteers when making the Army Declaration promise ‘. . . to obey all orders and regulations issued by the Army Authority and any superior officers’.

1 Where an order issued by a duly accredited officer has been disobeyed, the Volunteer in question must be suspended immediately, pending investigation of the case.

2 Any Volunteer carrying out an unofficial operation is automatically dismissed from the Army and is liable to immediate repudiation. Minimum penalty for breach of this order: Dismissal.

General Order No. 3

1 All applications for re-admission by those who were dismissed, or who resigned from the Army, must be submitted to the Army Council or delegated authority, who alone have the power to sanction reinstatement.

2 Where a Volunteer is summarily dismissed from the Army he/she may apply to his/her Unit OC to have his/her case tried by Court-martial. Such application must be made within seven days from the date of receipt of notification of dismissal.

3 Once a Court-mrtial has confirmed such a dismissal, then as in all other cases, any further appeal or application for reinstatement must be forwarded to the Army Council through the Unit Commander.

General Order No. 4

Any member of Oglaigh na hEireann may be a member of a political party which recognises the partition institutions of government as sovereign authorities for the Irish people.

General Order No. 5

PART 1

A Volunteer shall not:

Swear or pledge allegiance or recognition to the partition institutions of Government of the Six or Twenty-six County states.

Swear or pledge recognition of their legitimacy as sovereign governing bodies of the Irish people.

Swear or pledge himself/herself in any way to refrain from using arms or other methods of struggle to overthrow British rule in Ireland.

Minimum penalty for breaches: Dismissal.

PART 2

When arrested a Volunteer shall:

Remain silent.

Refuse to give any account of his/her movements, activities or associates, when any of these have any relation to the organisation or personnel of Oglaigh na hEireann.

Refuse to make or sign any statements.

PART 3

A Volunteer shall:

Refuse to obey any order issued by the partitionist authorities requiring him/her to leave Ireland or reside inside or outside a specified area in Ireland.

Refuse to give any undertakings about his/her future behaviour. Volunteers released from prison on ticket-of-leave are bound by this.

Minimum penalty for breaches: Dismissal.

PART 4

Any Volunteer committed to prison forfeits all previous rank and shall report into the Oglaigh na hEireann structure for debriefing and further instructions.

A Volunteer’s attitude in court shall be at the discretion of the Army Authority.

Maximum penalty for breaches which are not also a breach of orders in Part 1: Dismissal with ignominy.

PART 5

No Volunteer should succumb to approaches or overtures, blackmail or bribery attempts, made by the enemy and should report such approaches as soon as possible.

Volunteers who engage in loose talk shall be dismissed.

Volunteers found guilty of treason face the death penalty.

General Order No. 6

Committees under Army control will have their terms of references clearly laid out for them. They will adhere strictly to these terms of reference. In case of departure from these the individual or individuals responsible will be removed from the Committee. The Army Auhtority has the right to remove any member of such Committees from the Committee at any time.

General Order No. 7

Volunteers are forbidden to undertake hunger-strikes without the express sanction of General Headquarters.

Maximum penalty for breach: Dismissal.

General Order No. 8

1 Volunteers are strictly forbidden to take any military action against 26 County forces under any circumstances whatsoever. The importance of this order in present circumstances especially in the border areas cannot be over-emphasised.

2 Minimum arms shall be used in training in the 26 County area. In the event of a raid, every effort shall be made to get the arms away safely. If this fails, the arms shall be rendered useless and abandoned.

3 Maximum security precautions must be taken when training. Scouts must always be posted to warn of emergency. Volunteers arrested during the training or in possession of arms will point out that the arms were for use against the British forces of occupation only. This statement should be repeated at all subsequent Court proceedings.

4 At all times Volunteers must make it clear that the policy of the Army is to drive the British forces of occupation out of Ireland.

General Order No. 9

Firing parties at funerals are only allowed in the case of volunteers who die on active service or as a direct result of enemy action. General Headquarters permission must be obtained.

General Order No. 10

No member of Oglaigh na hEireann shall make any statement either verbally or in writing to the Press or Mass Media without General Headquarters permission.

Volunteers are forbidden to advocate anything inconsistent with Army policy.

Minimum penalty for breaches: Dismissal with ignominy.

General Order No. 11

Any Volunteer who seizes or is party in the seizure of arms, ammunition or explosives which are being held under Army control, shall be deemed guilty of treachery. A duly constituted Court-martial shall try all cases.

Penalty for breach of this order; Death.

NOTE: As in all other cases of death penalty, sentence must be ratified by the Army Council.

General Order No. 12

A Volunteer with knowledge of the whereabouts of Army property which is not under Army control shall report such information immediately to his/her OC.

Minimum penalty for failure to do this: Dismissal.

General Order No. 13

1 Any Volunteer who attempts to lower the morals or undermine the confidence of other Volunteers in Army leadership or in any individual in  the Army control shall be deemed guilty of treachery.

2 Any Volunteer taking part in a campaign of slander and denigration against another Volunteer thereby weakening authority and descipline, and bringing the Army into disrepute, shall likewise be deemed guilty of treachery.

Minimum penalty: Dismissal.

3 All Volunteers are expected to act in an honourable way so as the struggle is not harmed or undermined.

Any Volunteer who brings the Army into disrepute by his/her behaviour may be guilty of a breach of his/her duties and responsibilities as a Volunteer in Oglaigh na hEireann and may be dismissed.

General Order No. 14

Oglaigh na hEireann is a voluntary organisation and Volunteers resign membership by giving notice to the relevant Army Authority. However, no Volunteer or former Volunteer may join any other military organisation where his/her training, experience and knowledge gained in Oglaigh na hEireann could be used by that organisation.

General Order No. 15

No Volunteer convicted by a Court-martial on a capital offence can be executed if that Volunteer can show that he did not receive instructions in the Green Book. The officer(s) responsible for recruiting this Volunteer and clearing his/her application shall be held responsible for neglect and being in breach of this order.

COURTS OF INQUIRY

1 A Court of Inquiry may be set up to investigate allegations against any member of the Army, any alleged irregularity, or any other matter affecting the Army.

2 The Court may be convened by the OC or any Unit or by the CS. The Convening Authority should supply the Court with specific terms of reference in writing, setting out the precise nature of the matters to be investigated.

3 The Court shall consist of three members, one of whom will be appointed President by the Convening Officer of his/her representative. Any active Volunteer may be appoined to sit on a Court of Inquiry.

4 The powers and duties of a Court of Inquiry are to examine all witnesses who appear before it and, having considered all the evidence, to make specific recommendations to the Convening Authority. It has no power to bring in any verdict or to pass any sentence. It may recommend Court-martial proceedings, but decision on this point rests with the Convening Authority.

NOTE: The powers and duties of the Court of Inquiry should be made  clear to the members of the Court and to all witnesses appearing before it, by the convening Authority or his/her representative.

5 The members of the Court, should be supplied with copies of all General Army Orders, as they may be required for the drawing up of recommendations.

6 Witnesses summoned to appear before the Court should be accommodated in a separate room to that in which the Court is held. They should be cautioned beforehand that they are not to discuss the matters being investigated, among themselves. An officer should be detailed to remain in the room with the witnesses. The witnesses will be called singly before the Court to testify.

7 Evidence should be taken on oath which will be administered to each witness by the President. Should a witness object to testifying on oath, he/she must state the objections to the Court. Unsworn testimony may be taken, but will not carry the same weight as sworn testimony. Once a witness has been examined, he/she may be recalled as often as the Court requires, to answer any further questions the Court wishes to put. For this reason, witnesses will not be allowed to leave the precincts of the Court except with express permission of the Court.

8 If the Court so decided, it may call for additional witnesses to those summoned by the Convening Authority.

9 The recommendations of the Court shall be made in writing and signed by the three members of the Court. These recommendations, together with a record of the proceedings and all documents connected with the inquiry, shall be forwarded to the Competent Authority by the President.

9 The recommendations of the Court shall be made in writing and signed by the three members of the Court. These recommendations, together with a record of the proceedings and all documents connected with the inquiry, shall be forwarded to the Competent Authority by the President.

NOTE: The President appoints one member of the Court to record the proceedings unless a note-take or other means of recording is specially provided by the Competent Authority.

OATHS FOR COURTS OF INQUIRY

To be taken by each member of the court.

I — swear by the Almighty God that I will conduct this Inquiry without fear, favour or affection.

And I swear that I will not disclose the vote or opinion of any member of the Court unless required to do so by the Competent Authroity. And I swear not to disclose the recommendations of the Court until they have been disclosed by the Competent Authority.

To be taken by each withness:

I — swear by Almighty God that my evidence to the Court shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

To be taken by the official note-taker:

I — swear by Almighty God that I will maintain inviolate the proceedings of this Court, and that I will not disclose its proceedings unless required to do so by the Competent Authority.

COURT-MARTIAL

1 A Court-martial is set up by the OC of any Unit, or by the CS, to try any Volunteer on a specific charge or charges.

2 The Court shall consist of three members of equal rank or higher than the accused.

3 The Convening Officer will appoint one member of the Court as President.

4 When a Court-martial is set up by a Unit OC, the Adjutant of the Unit, or some members of the Unit delegated by the Adjutant to do so, will act as Prosecuting Council. When the Convening Authority is the CS, he/she may appoint any officer other than the Adjutant-General to act as Prosecuting Counsel.

5 The accused may call on any Volunteer to act as his/her Defence Counsel or, if he/she desires, may defend the case himself/herself.

6 A copy of the charge shall be supplied to the accused in reasonable time before the case is heard to enable him/her to prepare defence. The Convening Authority may either supply the accused with a summary of the evidence it is proposed to place before the Court, or arrange for a preliminary hearing at which witnesses for the prosecution will give on oath, a summary of their testimony. At such preliminary hearings, neither defence nor prosecution counsel will be present, but the accused may cross-examine the witnesses. The evidence shall be taken down in writing from each witness, shall be read over to the accused and shall be signed by him/her. If the accused wishes to make a statement or give evidence on oath, he/she must be cautioned that anything he/she says may be taken down and used in evidence at any subsequent hearing of the case.

7 If the accused objects to any of the three officers comprising the Court, the objection will be examined by the remaining two members and, if upheld, the member objected to will be replaced.

8 The Convening Authority will supply the Court with a copy of the charges and with copies of General Army Orders.

9 The Convening Authority will ensure that the Prosecuting Counsel is in possession of all the facts relevant to the case and that all prosecution witnesses are present at the Court.

10 During the hearing of the case, all witnesses wll be kept in separate rooms as in the case of a Court of Inquiry. The only persons present in  the Court shall be the members of the Court, the accused, the Defence Counsel (if any), Prosecuting Counsel and note-taker (if any) and the witness under examination.

11 Evidence should be taken on oath which will be administered to each witness by the President. Should a witness object to testifying on oath, he/she must state the objections, to the Court. Unsworn testimony may be taken, but will not carry the same weight as sworn testimony. Once a witness has been examined, he/she may be recalled as often as the Court requires to answer any further questions the Court wishes to put. For this reason, witnesses will not be allowed to leave the precincts of the Court except with the express permisison of the Court.

12 At the start of the case, the President will read each charge to the accused and ask the accused if he/she pleads guilty to the charge.

13 Witnesses when called to testify will be cross-examined first by the Prosecuting Counsel and then by the Defence Counsel, or by the accused if conducting his/her own defence. Witnesses may be questioned by any member of the Court. Should either Counsel wish to recall a witness who has already testified, permission of the Court must first be obtained. The Court may recall any witness. Witnesses may not leave the precincts of the Court without permission from the Court.

14 At any time it so desires, the Court may go into private session to decide on points which may arise, such as the admissibility of evidence.

15 When all witnesses have testified, Defence Counsel will sum up and make closing address to Court. This will be followed by summing up and closing address of the Prosecuting Counsel. The Court then goes into private session to consider its verdict and sentence.

16 For a breach of any General Army Order, the Court shall have power to impose a lesser penalty than that laid down in such order.

17 The verdict and sentence of the Court shall be set down in writing and signed by three members. This, together with a summary of the evidence, must be forwarded by the President of the Convening Authority. Sentnece is subject to the ratification of the Convening Authority.

NOTE: In the case of the death penalty sentence must be ratified by the A/C. (Army Council)

18 The accused may forward an appeal against the verdict or sentence or both to the Adjutant-General who will place it before the Competent Authority. The appeal should be forwarded by accused through his/her OC who, in turn will forward it to the Adjutant-General with a signed copy of verdict and sentence and a summary of the avidence. The Competent Authority may order a new trial or reduce the penalty, but may not increase the penalty imposed by the Court.

NOTE: The President appoints one member of the Court as recorder, unless a note-taker or other means of recording the proceedings is specially provided by the Convening Authority.

OATHS FOR COURT-MARTIAL

To be taken by each member of the court:

I — swear by the Almighty God that I will try the accused on the issues presented to the Court without fear, favour or affection.

And I swear that I will not disclose the vote or opinion of any member of the Court or any proceedings of the Court unless required to do so by the Competent Authroity.

And I swear not to disclose the verdict or sentence of the Court until they have been disclosed by the Competent Authority.

To be taken by each withness:

I — swear by Almighty God that my evidence to the Court shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

To be taken by the official note-taker:

I — swear by Almighty God that I will maintain inviolate the proceedings of this Court, and that I will not disclose its proceedings unless required to do so by the Competent Authority.

NOTES FOR COURT-MARTIAL

1 On the Court assembling, the Convening Authority or his/her representative reads the order convening the Court.

2 The President asks the accused if he/she has any objection to any member of the Court. Members of the Court retire and consider any objections, and decide whether objection is to be upheld or rejected.

3 If any objection is upheld, the Convening Authority or his/her representative nominates another member.

4 The President appoints one member of the Court to record the proceedings, unless a note-taker is epcially appointed by the Convening Authority.

5 The President then reads the charge or charges to the accused and asks him/her to plead to each separate charge.

6 The Prosecutor presents his/her authority to the Court and makes the opening statement for the prosecution, outlining the charges.

7 The Prosecutor then calls witnesses to substantiate case for the prosecution.

8 Accused or his/her Counsel cross-examine witness for the prosecution.

9 When evidence for the prosecution is closed, the accused or his/her Counsel makes opening statement for the defence.

10 Witnesses for the defence are then called.

11 Accused or his/her Counsel makes closing statement for the defence.

12 Prosecutor makes clsoing statement for the prosecution.

13 Court may ask for records as to the character and record of the accused.

14 The Court retires to consider the findings on each charge and to award the sentence.

The Court may award a separate sentence or punishment on each charge on which the accused is found guilty of, or one sentence or punishment, to cover more than one charge.

15 Where different sentences are proposed, the Court shall vote first on the lesser sentence proposed.

16 Members of the Court shall vote on sentence according to their seniority, the junior members voting first.

17 The President of the Court shall be responsible for forwarding to the Competent Authority.

(a) The written records or other records of the proceedings of the Court and all documents connected with the trial.

(b) The findings and sentence of the Court.

18 The oath to witnesses shall be administered by the President of the Court.

CODE OF CONDUCT

(Issued 1987)

No serious guerrilla organisation can exist or hope to achieve victory without a number of prerequisites.

One one side of the coin these include comradeship, an internal structure (or infrastructure), rules and regulations, an ability to recruit, and a brief in achieving objectives. On the other side there has to be public support and the commanding of the admiration and respect of the public.

Where comradeship is lacking and where there are no rules and regulations one can see from past INLA feuds how disagreements can degenerate into anarchy and demoralise one’s base of support.

The Irish Republican Army is one of the oldest surviving guerilla armies in the world. It has a long tradition of struggle but at certain times in its history a number of the prerequisites for success were absent – conditions were not right, but most importantly nationalist opinion in the North was not ripe for a sustained armed struggle. All this changed in the 1960s with the attempted repression of the Civil Rights Movement and from then until now the struggle as taken on a steady momentum of its own.

The IRA’s objectives are set down in a written constitution (which can  only be amended by General Army Convention: the last IRA Convention was in 1986). The IRA however, is regulated by a set of General Army Orders (which can be amended at any time by an Army Council). Volunteers have always been expected to be familiar with the Constitution and General Army Orders, but in recent years familiar also with the Green Book which is a further breakdown of the aims and objectives of the organisation, the tactics of how to conduct oneself during interrogation.

Enemy

The British government has attempted to undermine the struggle, deter people from fighting and sap the morale of Volunteers and supporters through a number of measures.

It kills people, it jails people, it consistently repeats that it will not give way to the IRA, it ridicules one’s objectives as being unrealistic and unachievable. It attacks the methods such as the commandeering of cars, the taking over of houses, fighting a war in the streets in which people live, the execution of informers, etc. All of this is so much hypocrisy compared to the commandeering of a country and British insitutionalised violence and sectarianism. Most objective people – and not necessarily sympathetic people – can see through the hypocrisy, and only ongoing politicisation and publicity can really counter it.

It is IRA successess that demoralise the British and undermine their case. Ongoing IRA successes reinforce the belief in victory which in turn will lead to icreased support.

Behaviour

No organisation and no organisation’s members are above reproach. The behaviour of Volunteers on operations and how republicans conduct themselves in their private lives will, where exploitable, be used by the British, the media, and the SDLP, and the Movement’s other detractors to undermine the Movement in the minds of the general public.

When Mao’s Red Army was fighting the revolution in China its Code of Conduct was summed up succinctly, (if idealistically) as follows:

Three General Rules of Discipline


1 Obey orders in all actions.

2 Do not take a single needle or piece of thread from the people.

3 Hand all booty over to headquarters.



And the Eight Reminders


1 Talk to people politely.

2 Be fair in all business dealings.

3 Return everything you have borrowed.

4 Pay for anything you have damaged.

5 Don’t beat or bully people.

6 Don’t damage crops.

7 Don’t flirt with women.

8 Don’t illtreat prisoners of war.



This is somewhat idealistic but one gets the drift about striving for the optimum in good behaviour and the necessity of avoiding scandal. Given the pervasiveness of the media in everyone’s lives nowadays it is therefore even more essential for republicans to consider the effect of their attitudes and behaviour of supporters. To be conscious of how their behaviour could be used to ridicule the Movement and thus unjustifiably bring the struggle into disrepute.

The Republican Movement relies on a voluntary code of conduct (through Volunteers can still be dismissed under General Army Orders for blatant actions which bring the Movement into disrepute) and below are some of the guidelines expected of members:

1 Republican Volunteers are expected to be truthful in their dealings with other comrades and other sections of the Movement.

2 They are expected to be honest in all matters relating to the public, both in terms of official and private business. Whilst the majority of members are from working-class backgrounds, a business-person (who is also a known republican activist) who provides a poor service to the public or who exploits the public in business dealings is no asset to the republican cause.

3 Republicanism stands for equality and an end to sexism. Male Volunteers who mistreat or exploit their partners are flying in the face of this principle. Volunteers must practice domestically what the Movement preaches publicly.

4 Anyone promoting sectarianism or displaying sectarian attitudes should immediately be disciplined.

Republicanism has an international dimension which means respecting as equals other nationalities and races. Anyone who pays lip service to international solidarity and then slips into mimicking the racist attitudes which are typical of an imperialist mentality should be immediately upbraided. All people are equal and everyone has an international duty to oppose racism and oppression from wherever it emanates.

6 Our culture is something of which we should be proud, it is part of our  identity and it can also be used, not in a chauvinistic sense, but against the British to show the separateness of our identity as an individual nation. Republicans who do not subscribe, to Irish culture, or who have no interest in promoting the Irish language, should respect those who are making progress on this front against considerable odds. It is simply laziness which prevents people from attempting to learn their native language: no-one is that busy!

6 The Green Book makes reference to people who take alcohol urging them to be extremely careful. Under excessive drinking people’s tongues loosen, people whom one wouldn’t normally trust become ‘great friends’, and one is vulnerable to the temptation of engaging in ‘loose talk’.

7 Apart from the security risk, a drunken republican is hardly the best example of a freedom fighter, he or she is open to ridicule from the Movement’s detractors.

The activities of republicans even engaged in innocent celebations would be used by the enemy, so vulnerable are ambassadors of freedom struggle on this issue! So be moderate and be careful and rememer what you represent. If you need to ‘let off steam’ then be discreet.

8 Alcohol affects different people in different ways, turning some aggressive people into affectionate doves, and making some normally pleasant people nasty and unbearable!

Under alcohol people’s attitudes can also undergo unpleasant changes: respect towards others, one’s partner, the Movement, can temporarily diminish leaving one with a lot of apologising and more than a hangover the following day. Dependency on alcohol is also a major weakness which the Special Branch will be quick to exploit.

The code set out here represents mere commonsense and is a reminder to all activists of their responsibilities. No-one has been press-ganged into republicanism. If you cannot to the struggle the honour of your service, then do not do it the dishonour of a disservice. It is as simple as that.

Volunteer’ Rights

(issued 1988)

Volunteers should be well versed in General Army Orders and Court of Inquiry and Court Martial procedures. They should understand that they are aimed not only at ensuring the IRA runs smoothly within these agreed disciplinary codes, but also at protecting the rights of Volunteers. While everyone is accountabled to disciplinary process under General Army Orders, this is not their only function. They are there to protect the Army and as the Army is its Volunteers, they must serve to protect the Volunteers as well.

Communications within the Army are of vital importance. Thus all Volunteers should: be aware of how the Army structure works and of how a Volunteer can and should pass grievances or observations upwards. The onus is on the Volunteer to do this in a non-disruptive way, working through and using the proper channels all the time. All Volunteers should have access to their immediate superiors. This is through normal Army channels to GHQ. If this is unsatisfactory then there is access through GHQ to Army Council. The onus is on each tier, if requested, to pass requests upwards.

Security permitting, a Volunteer should always get an answer. Whether the Volunteer agrees with the answer is irrelevant: once Volunteers exhaust the channels, Army disicpline demands that the answer be accepted. Final redress can be sought through the Army Council. Issues which are not important enough to warrant this should not be permitted to cause disruption or harmful dissensions. The onus is on the Volunteers to behave at all times in a correct, positive and responsible manner avoiding personal conflict or diversions from our main task.

Suspension of Volunteers should be conducted sparingly. Where suspensions are necessary they should not be of lengthy duration. Except in special circumstances Volunteers should not normally be suspended, unless facing charges, eg a Volunteer facing a court of inquiry should not normally be suspended. However, when a court of inquiry decided to press charges, this would normally involve suspension until the charges are adjudicated on. Special circumstances where a Volunteer could be suspended by a competent senior authority could for example, include a refusal to obey an Army order.

The above deals with suspension of membership of the Army. Suspension of a Volunteer from specific duties or a position in the Army is permissible at the discretion of a competent senior authority. Again the normal right to appeal applies. Summary dismissal of a Volunteer should be avoided except in the most extreme circumstances. Every Volunteer has the right to a court of inquiry. It should be noted that such a court, arising out of a summary dismissal, is a court, where those responsible for the dismissal will have to stand over their actions. They are not permitted to introduce new evidence other than that on which the dismissal was based. Volunteers summarily dismissed have seven days in which to appeal against the dismissal.

Courts are established by the Army Authority. Thus recommendations by courts must be agreed on by the Army Authority before they are acted on, or made known to other volunteers.

All of the above places a heavy responsibility on those holding positions  within the Army. The Adjutant General is responsible for discipline. The Adjutant General or those to whom he/she has delegated responsibility should be consulted in all cases involving the possible dismissal of Volunteers.

An organisation like ours which seeks political objectives based upon the principles of justice and freedom, must ensure that these principles are applied internally and in our dealing with one and other.

Volunteers, and this includes everyone from the CS to the Unit Volunteer, must be treated in a fair and overhand way.
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SECOND WITNESS STATEMENT OF MARTIN DILLON

I, MARTIN DILLON, residing at Sunnyside, New York 11104, will testify as follows:

1. I have been a journalist reporting on current affairs in Northern Ireland for over three decades. From 1968 to 1973, I was a newspaper reporter, first for the Irish News, and then for the Belfast Telegraph. I then worked full-time for the BBC in Northern Ireland and London for 19 years, from 1973 to 1992, as a senior producer, news reporter, and program editor. After I left my full-time BBC position in 1992 to become a free-lance journalist,

I produced documentaries for several media entities, including Channel Four Television, RTE, and again, the BBC. I am also the author of a dozen published books, most of which are non-fictional, journalistic works on the subject of the conflict in Northern Ireland. My books include, but are not limited to, the following titles:

The Dirty War (Century Hutchinson, Random House, and Routledge, New York)

Political Murder in Northern Ireland (Penguin)

25 Tears of Terror: The IRA’s War Against the British (Doubleday/Transworld)

The Shankill Butchers: A Case Study in Mass Murder (Century Hutchinson and Random House)

The Enemy Within: A History of the IRA in Britain (Doubleday and Transworld)

God and the Gun: The Church and Irish Terrorism (Orion Books and Routledge)

Rogue Warrior of the SAS (John Murray and Random House)

Stone Cold: The True Story of Michael Stone and the Milltown Massacre (Century Hutchinson and Random House)

Killer in Clowntown: The IRA and The Special Relationship (Century Hutchinson and Random House)

2. I submit this second witness statement on the limited subject of (a) my conversations with Field Marshall Sir Michael Carver (“Lord Carver”), who at the time of Bloody Sunday was Chief of the General Staff of the British Army, and (b) a conversation that I had with British  Prime Minister Edward Heath (“Mr. Heath”) on the subject of my conversations with Lord Carver.

3. I interviewed Lord Carver on camera in late 1993 or early 1994, for a 1994 Channel Four Television documentary of which I was the writer and presenter, namely, “The Last Colony” (the “Documentary”). The Documentary, which also was broadcast by RTE, addressed the outbreak of “The Troubles” and the mistakes made by the British Government during the early years of that conflict. My interview with Lord Carver was conducted in his home and witnessed by Mr. Ian Kennedy, who was the Executive Producer of the Documentary, as well as the camera crew and director.

4. During my interview with Lord Carver, with reference to Bloody Sunday in particular, he told me that he received a telephone call on the afternoon of the tragedy. His comment to me on the subject of that telephone call remains fixed in my memory. He said: “It seemed fewer casualties than I had been expecting.” The following is a portion of his on-air comments that were included in the Documentary, in which he gave me this account and further stated that “the military action on Bloody Sunday was supposed to be to arrest ringleaders”:


My first reaction when told about it on the telephone [He had confirmed off camera that he received the call on the afternoon of Bloody Sunday] was that it seemed fewer casualties than I had been expecting. Remember, what ran up to this was that William Street in Londonderry was being gradually reduced to ruins by gangs of thugs who beat the whole place up and it was strongly felt this couldn’t go on, and the military action on Bloody Sunday was supposed to be to arrest ringleaders of this in order that something could be done about them.



5. I found Lord Carver to be a very reliable and forthright witness concerning the historical period in which Bloody Sunday occurred. Indeed, he was central to an investigation that I was conducting for Channel Four into a conflict between the British Army and the Heath government. In that connection, during the same interview discussed above (but placed later in the Documentary, so as not to confuse two issues in terms of time scale), Lord Carver told me about discussions within the Heath government’s secret Cabinet Committee dealing with Northern Ireland affairs, known as the GEN 42.

6. In particular, Lord Carver told me about discussions among that  Committee not long after Bloody Sunday, in the Spring of 1972. According to Lord Carver, Mr. Heath told him during these discussions that British soldiers had the right to shoot protesters because “they were enemies of the Crown.” Lord Carver told me that he responded to Mr. Heath by saying that such a directive from Mr. Heath would be unlawful, and by asking Mr. Heath if he was prepared to appear in court to defend soldiers who undertook such an action. Lord Carver was clearly appalled at what Mr. Heath reportedly had told him. The following on-camera exchange between Lord Carver and myself was included in the Documentary:


LORD CARVER:

It was being suggested that it was perfectly legal for the Army to shoot somebody whether or not they were being shot at, because anybody who obstructed the Armed Forces of the Queen was, by that very act, the Queen’s enemy. This was being put forward by a legal luminary in the Cabinet. I said to the Prime Minister I could not, under any circumstances, permit or allow a soldier to do that because it wouldn’t be lawful.




MYSELF:

Was the Prime Minister’s view that the Attorney General was agreeing that this was lawful?




LORD CARVER:

I think he did say that his legal advisers suggested to him that it was all right and I said, you are not bound by what they say. What I am bound by is my own judgment of whether the act of the soldier would be legal, because it is the courts that decide in the end – not the Attorney General or the Lord Chancellor.



7. Lord Carver further told me that according to Mr. Heath, whom Lord Carver said he had questioned to determine the identity of the above-referenced “legal luminary in the Cabinet,” this person was the then-Lord Chancellor Hailsham (“Lord Hailsham”). Lord Carver told me specifically that according to Mr. Heath, it was Lord Hailsham’s advice, given outside of the above-referenced GEN 42 meeting, upon which Mr. Heath had relied for the proposition that it was legal for British soldiers to shoot unarmed protesters in Northern Ireland.

8. For legal reasons, Channel Four declined to include in the Documentary Lord Carver’s statement about Mr. Heath’s reference to  Lord Hailsham, and my subsequent question to Mr. Heath himself about whether Lord Hailsham had advised so (see Paragraph 9 below). Channel Four’s lawyers said they were unsure if Lord Carver would support me, should Lord Hailsham challenge the Documentary in Court.

9. I tried to confirm Lord Carver’s report in an interview that I conducted with Mr. Heath in his home in Salisbury. Mr. Heath denied that he would have authorized anything unlawful, after I pressed him about the matter and revealed to him that the allegation had come from Lord Carver. After the interview, Mr. Heath warned me that I allegedly was in possession of classified information, and he ordered me to quickly leave his home.

10. As I was leaving, Mr. Heath said that Lord Carver was arriving for lunch that day, and that he would ask him about the issues I had raised. Several days later, I asked Lord Carver if he had been invited to Mr. Heath’s home on the day in question. He replied that he had certainly not received such an invitation.

11. I further understand that Mr. Heath telephoned the Chairman of Channel Four to complain about my interview. I suggested to Channel Four’s legal adviser and its editor, David Lloyd, that I was prepared to re-interview Mr. Heath and, in advance, submit to him a list of perhaps 30 questions. I understand that the offer was put to Mr. Heath, but that he declined.

12. I believe that the conversation within the Cabinet Committee, as reported by Lord Carver, was significant, even though it occurred a few weeks or months after Bloody Sunday. Most importantly, it typified the mindset in place within Number 10 during that period, in which officials at the highest levels of the British Government took the view that civilian protesters from the Catholic community in Northern Ireland were “enemies of the Crown” (or “the Queen’s enemy”), who justifiably could be shot, even if they did not shoot at soldiers.

Subscribed this 18th Day of November, 2002



MARTIN DILLON


SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anderson, Brendan, Joe Cabill: A Life in the IRA; The O’Brien Press, Dublin, 2002

Anderson, Chris, The Billy Boy; Mainstream Publishing, Edinburgh, 2002

Bardon, Jonathan, A History of Ulster; Blackstaff Press, Belfast, 1992

Bishop, Patrick and Maillie, Eamon, The Provisional IRA; Corgi, London, 1998

Coogan, Tim Pat, The Troubles; Hutchinson, London, 1995

Cusack, Jim and McDonald, Henry, UVF; Poolbeg, Dublin, 1997

De Baroid, Cairan, Ballymurphy and the Irish War; Pluto Press, London, 1990

Harenden, Tony, Bandit Country; Coronet Books, London, 1999

Holland, Jack and McDonald, Henry, INLA: Deadly Divisions; Poolbeg, Dublin, 1994

Jordan, Hugh, Milestones in Murder; Mainstream Publishing, Edinburgh, 2002

Kitson, Frank, Low Intensity Operations: Insurgency, Subversion and Peacekeeping; Faber, London, 1971

McArdle, Patsy, The Secret War; Mercier Press, Dublin, 1984

Moore, Chris, The Kincora Scandal; Marino Books, Dublin, 1996

Stewart, A.T.Q., The Narrow Ground: Aspects of Ulster 1609–1969; Faber & Faber, London, 1977

Urban, Mark, Big Boys’ Rules; Faber, London, 1992

Televisions Programmes:

Channel Four, The Last Colony; Documentary by Fast Forward Productions, Holywood, N. Ireland, 1994

Ware, John, BBC Panorama Documentary, 23 June 2002

OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    
     
		 
		 
    
     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    
  
   
     
  




OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
The Trigger Men

Assassins and Terror Bosses in the
Ireland Conflict

Martin Dillon






OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
EDINBURGH AND LONDON






