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“I have called you friends ...

A new commandment I give unto you: That you love one another, 

As I have loved you”.

(John 15:15; 13:34)
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Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was a man for all seasons. Over his lifetime, he spent himself for souls, transforming lives with the clear teaching of the truths of Christ and His Church through his books, radio addresses, lectures, television series, and his many newspaper columns.  

As a much sought-after lecturer, his topics ranged from the social concerns of the day to matters of faith and morals. With an easy and personable manner, Sheen could strike up a conversation on just about any subject, making numerous friends as well as converts. 

During his presentations, Archbishop Sheen would offer his trademark words of benediction, “God love you”.  Sheen explained that this phrase “God love you” means God is love, God loves you, and you ought to love God in return. 

Along with his familiar parting phrase of “God love you”, Archbishop Sheen was known for beginning his lectures with the greeting “Friends”.  This salutation had a twofold meaning: he was referring to the scripture passage “I no longer call you servants ... instead, I have called you friends.” (John 15:15).  And, he wanted to make friends with men and women of all faiths, in the hope of gradually helping them to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.

With love as its central focus, this anthology begins with a collection of essays and prayers compiled by Fulton Sheen under the title ‘Love One Another’.  (Published by P.J. Kenedy & Sons, New York in 1944.) 

In these writings, Sheen speaks to Catholics, Protestants, and Jews regarding the fostering of friendships between various religious groups.  

Additionally, he makes several practical suggestions on how to improve relations between people of varying backgrounds.  An array of reflections is presented for devotional inspiration, simultaneously laying out a groundwork in spiritual values proven to facilitate harmonious relationships.  

The are some who have considered this work a ‘must-read’ for those sincerely interested in seeking the attainment of a genuine brotherhood of man.  Others may find in this collection, some prayerful and practical solutions to many of today’s most challenging interpersonal problems.  

Archbishop Fulton Sheen made it clear that the command given by Jesus ‘to love your neighbor as yourself’, is clearly an effective answer to combating the sin of intolerance.

During one of his radio addresses in 1944, Archbishop Sheen fondly said, “I have always addressed you as friends, and you know that unseen friends are sometimes the best friends.  To say ‘my friends’, would be to claim a privilege.  But friends are the expression of a hope.  A hope that by listening to me, I may with traitorous trueness and with loyal deceit, betray you into the hands of the God of Love and Mercy.”  

Friends, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, and that you also love one another. By this, all men will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another.”   (John 13:34-35) 

THE FOUNDATION OF LOVE — GOD
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"Man came from the beast; therefore he ought to love his fellowman."

How silly that sounds! Everyone knows that the law of the survival of the fittest can never evolve into love, nor can the struggle for existence develop into human brotherhood. If we come from the beasts, then we may appropriately be expected to act like beasts.

Start with another philosophy of life, that love originates in heaven. "A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another; that as I have loved you, you also love one another. By this will all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (John 13: 34-35)

Loving one another is now reasonable, because the God of love made us, because the God of love redeemed us, and because the God of love sanctified us.

What does it mean to say that God is love?

Love is, a) mutual self-giving, b) which ends in self­realization. Love first of all involves reciprocity and "otherness." A love that cannot diffuse itself is not love for love raised to its highest power is a mutual self-giving.

All love, therefore, implies generation: the giving not of what one has, but of what one is.

Perfect love is an Act. Sterile, selfish love is the negation of love. A love that refuses to propagate itself is not love. Goodness is necessarily social.

Secondly, perfect love is not merely mutual self-giving; otherwise, it might end in exhaustion. There must, therefore, be added to the idea of giving that of self-recovery.

In addition to the Source that gives and the Stream that flows from it, there must be the Sea in which all is recovered without loss, and without cessation.

Raised to the infinite, the Love that generates is the Father; the Love that is generated from all eternity is the Son. That such Love would there end would be less than loving. Love must circle back upon itself, and that eternal bond of love uniting Father and Son is called the Holy Spirit.

To put it in other words, I can know something of the existence of God, something of His Infinite Power, Life, and Beauty by contemplating His universe, but I could never divine anything of His secret Thought and Love unless He told me. His creation gives but dim hints of these. 

It was, therefore, only natural that man should desire further knowledge of the inner life of God and, in seeking that light, would ask such questions as Plato asked four centuries before Christ:  

"If there is only one God, what does He think about? If He is an intelligent being, He must think of something.

"If there is only one God, whom does He love, for to be happy one must love?”

These questions were hurled against the high heavens as so much brass, for there was no man to give them an answer. The answer could come only from God Himself, and it came when Our Blessed Lord appeared on earth and revealed to us the inmost life of God, namely, there are three Persons in God, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. This tremendous mystery is known as the Trinity.

If we would answer the questions of Plato and know what God thinks about, and whom God loves, let us first ask the questions of man, for man has been made to the image and likeness of God. The study of man's thought and man's will should tell us something about the thought and the will of God.

Of the thought of man, three things may be said, viz.: It is a word; it is generated or born; and it is personal.

Man thinks; he thinks a thought, such as "Justice," "Faith," "Fortitude," or "Charity." Now, these thoughts are words; they are words even before I speak them, for the vocal word is only the expression of the internal word in my mind.

These thoughts or internal words are generated or born. Who, for example, ever sat down to a meal with "Justice"?  Who ever heard of "Charity” going out for a walk?  Who knows the size, the weight, and the color of "Fortitude"?

No one has ever seen, tasted, or touched these thoughts, and yet they are real. They are spiritual thoughts.

But where did they come from? Since they are not wholly in the outside world, they must have been produced, or generated, by the mind itself; not with that physical birth by which animal produces animal, but by a spiritual generation by which we produce ideas or internal words. 

There are other ways of begetting life, we must remember, than physically. The most chaste way that life is begotten is the way in which thoughts and ideas are born in the mind.

Finally, the thoughts of man are personal.  Some thoughts of man are banal and commonplace, trite thoughts which no man remembers; but there are also thoughts which are spirit and life.

There are some thoughts of man into which man puts his very soul and his very being, all that he has been and all that he is, which thoughts are so much his own individual thoughts as to carry his personality and his spirit with them and to be recognizable as such.

Thus we say, "that is a thought of Pascal, of Bossuet, of Shakespeare, or of Dante."

Now apply these three reflections about human thought to God. God thinks a thought, and that thought is a Word; it is generated or born and is therefore called a Son, and finally, that Word or Son is Personal.

God thinks; He thinks a Thought. This thought of God is a Word, as my own thought is called a word after it is pronounced.  It is an internal word.  But God’s thought is not like ours. It is not multiple.

God does not think one thought, or one word, one minute and another the next. Thoughts are not born to die, and do not die to be reborn in the mind of God. All is present to Him at once. In Him, there is only one word. He has no need of another.

That thought or word is infinite and equal to Himself, unique and absolute, first-born of the Spirit of God; a word from which all human words have been derived, and of which created things are merely the broken syllables or letters; a Word which is the source of all the Wisdom in the world.

The latest scientific discoveries, the new knowledge of the great expanse of the heavens, the sciences of biology, physics, and chemistry, the more lofty sciences of meta­physics, philosophy and theology — the knowledge of the Shepherds, and the knowledge of the Wise Men — all this knowledge has its source in the word or the wisdom of God.

The Infinite Thought of God is called not only a Word to indicate that it is the Wisdom of God, but it is also called a Son because it has been generated or begotten.

The thought or the word of God does not come from the outside world; it is born in His Spirit in a much more perfect way than the thought of "Justice" is generated by my spirit.

The giving of life or the power of birth, I repeat, is not limited to human beings. In the language of Sacred Scripture, "Shall not I, that make others to bring forth children, Myself bring forth?" saith the Lord. "Shall I Who give generation to others myself be barren?"

[image: image]The ultimate Source of all generation or birth is God, Whose Word is born of Him and therefore is called a Son. 

Just as in our own human order, the principle of all generation is called the Father, so, too, in the Trinity the principle of all generation is called the Father, and the one generated is called the Son because He is the perfect Image and Resemblance of the Father.

[image: image]If an earthly father can transmit to his son all the nobility of his character, and all the fine traits of his life, how much more so can the Heavenly Father communicate to His own Eternal Son all the nobility, the perfection, and the eternity of His Being!

Finally, this Word or Son, begotten of the Eternal God, is personal. The thought of God is not commonplace, but reaches to the abyss of all that is known or can be known. Into this Thought of Word God puts Himself so entirely that it is as living as Himself.

[image: image][image: image]If a human genius can put his whole personality into a thought, in a more perfect way God is able to put so much of Himself into a thought that that Thought or Word or Son is conscious of Himself and is a Divine Person.

The Father does not first exist and then think; the Father and Son are co-eternal for in God all is present and unchanging.

[image: image]Nothing is new and nothing is lost. Thus it is that the Father, contemplating His Image, His Word, His Son, can say in the ecstasy of the first and real paternity: ''Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee."

"This day" — this day of eternity, that is, the indivisible duration of being without end. "This day," in that act that will never end, as it has never begun; "this day" — the agelessness of eternity.

Go back to the origin of the world, pile century on century, aeon on aeon, age on age: "The Word was with God." Go back before the creation of the angels, before Michael summoned his war hosts to victory with a flash of archangelic spears; even then, "The Word was with God.''

It is that Word which St. John heard in the beginning of his Gospel, when he wrote: "In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God; and the Word was God."

Just as my interior thoughts are not made manifest without a word, so the Word in the language of John, "became flesh and dwelt amongst us."

And the Word is no other than the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Word Who embraces the beginning and end of all things; the Word Who existed before creation; the Word Who presided at creation as the King of the Universe, the Word made flesh at Bethlehem, the Word made flesh on the Cross, and the Word made
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