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Preface
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If you have read any of my other studies on the Bible, then you may know that it is not my preference to do topical studies, but instead to do studies on complete Books of the Bible; however, sometimes in order to understand more fully what God is conveying to us through the human authors of the Bible who penned God's inspired Word, it helps to know more about the individual authors and what makes them who they are. Peter is a perfect example of such an author, and the intent of this study is to help us to better know Peter, which will help us to understand his writings and actions better, which will help in our coming to know God and Jesus Christ better.
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Where Was Peter From?
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As we all know, Peter's hometown was Capernaum, right? Wrong. Well maybe. Matthew 8:5 clearly states that Jesus had entered into Capernaum, where He healed the Centurion's servant, and then, without mentioning that Jesus had left Capernaum, He enters Peter's house, where Peter's mother-in-law was sick with a fever. Therefore, it is easy to reckon that Peter lived in Capernaum; however, if we look over at John 1:44, the Bible clearly says: "Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter." So which is it? Was Peter from Capernaum or Bethsaida? And is the Bible in conflict with itself here? First off, the Bible does not conflict itself, whether here or anywhere else. Second, I was born in Oklahoma, but my home is in Tennessee, so Peter could have been born and raised in Bethsaida, and later on moved to Capernaum. What's more, no matter what some may say, no one knows just where Bethsaida was, but the location of Capernaum is well documented.

Bethsaida is a Hebrew word that means fishing house. What I see as a very likely probability is that Bethsaida was located directly on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and as such was a base for the local fishermen. Capernaum, which, while it may have been located on the same shore, kept its identity separate from the small and possibly adjacent fishing village of Bethsaida. Even though some of the fishermen may have had their house in Capernaum, they would most likely have kept their boats and sold their fish in Bethsaida. But even if the two cities were ten miles apart, Peter being identified with both of them does not generate a conflict. Capernaum is located at coordinates 32.8754256,35.5757124 (Click on the coordinates to go to Google Maps and view the location. While there, you can zoom in or out, and you can move around to look at other areas.).

Whatever city Peter actually called home, I feel that it is safe to say that it was on the north-northwest coast of the Sea of Galilee. To most of us, once we understand its actual size, to refer to the Sea of Galilee as a sea would be a big misnomer. The Sea of Galilee is only around thirty-one miles in circumference (that is all the way around the Sea), being only around eight miles wide at its widest stretch, and around thirteen miles long from north to south, and it has a total surface area of around 64 square miles. In other words, today it would not even be referred to as a very big lake. It is the lowest freshwater lake in the world, at around seven hundred feet below sea level, and it is second only to the Dead Sea, which is the lowest lake in the world, but is not a freshwater body, even though the Jordan River, which flows out of the Sea of Galilee and into the Dead Sea as fresh water, is its main source. 

What I am getting at here is that the area around the Sea of Galilee is not all that big. In fact, the north-northwest shore, in which Capernaum is somewhat centered, is only around three and one-half miles long. As such, you can see that it would be a somewhat close-knit community where not only the lines between family and friend become blurred, but also where boarder lines between villages and communities can become almost non-existent.

While we are talking about the Sea of Galilee, it is not always called that. In Luke 5:1, it is called the lake of Gennesaret. In John 6:1 and 21:1, it is called the Sea of Tiberias. In Numbers 34:11, it is called the Sea of Chinnereth.
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What Was Peter's Occupation and Education
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As you no doubt know, Peter was a fisherman, fishing the Sea of Galilee with his brother Andrew (Matthew 4:18), and with James and John, who although they worked with their father (Matthew 4:21), they also were partners with Peter and Andrew (Luke 5:10).

Usually going along with one's occupation is one's education, and Peter seems to be no different. Peter's education seems to be just the opposite of that of Paul. Whereas Paul was highly educated, even studying under the most renowned doctors of Rabbinical law and Jewish religion, Peter most likely could neither read nor write, and he probably never went to any type of formal school, but most likely from a very young child studied with his brother at the feet of their father, learning how to fish and to read the Sea of Galilee.
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Peter's Family
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While there is not a whole lot said about Peter's family, we do know that by default that he had a mother. That said, nothing is ever mentioned of her, so it could be that she died early on in Peter's life. By the same default, we know that Peter had a father; however, his father is mentioned by name, Jonas, but not by some act that his father did, but rather just by referring to Peter as being the son of Jonas (John 21:15 - 17 & Matthew 16:17); as such, his father may well have been dead at this time also.

We also know that Peter had a brother, Andrew, who also eventually became a disciple of Jesus. When Andrew first came to know of Jesus, his first act was to find his brother, Peter, and tell him about Jesus (John 1:40 - 41).

We also know that Peter had a wife, even though she is never mentioned; however, it is mentioned that Peter had a mother-in-law, which fact shows that Peter was at one time married. Whether his wife was still alive or not at the time when Peter followed Jesus is unknown, as is the same with whether or not Peter had any children.

.
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What Was Peter's Name
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Everyone knows that Peter's name was Peter, right? Wrong again. Peter's name was not Peter, but instead it was Simon (Matthew 4:18). Peter received the name Peter from Jesus, well actually he didn't, or did he? For as we find in John 1:42, Jesus actually said that he would be called Cephas, not Peter. Cephas comes from the Greek word Kephas, which means the Rock. Other than the one verse in John, four verses in 1st Corinthians, and once in Galatians, Peter is never referred to as Cephas. However, in Mark 3:16, it clearly states that Jesus surnamed him as Peter. As we all know, a surname is what we would call a last name, and would be a name that is passed from a father to his children. This could explain why sometimes Peter is referred to as Simon Peter; however, Peter's true surname, or family name, was Barjona, which means the son of Jona (Matthew 16:17). If we go back to Mark 3:16, and look at the word that is translated as surname, we find it to come from the Greek word epitithemi, or as we would say today, epithet. An epithet is a descriptive word or phrase that describes a quality characteristic of a person. It is sort of like a nickname, and the characteristic that it describes can be either good or bad, but is typically accurate. So we have Jesus saying that Peter would be called Cephas, or a rock, but then Jesus gives him the epithet, or nickname of Peter. Now a rock is something that is considered to be somewhat large and solid, something that is whole or complete, something like the bedrock that most large structures are built upon. The name Peter, which is translated from the Greek word petros, means a piece of a rock, or an incomplete rock, nothing more than a pebble. The way I see it is that each time Jesus calls Peter by his nickname "Peter", He is reminding Peter that although he is made of the right material, for now he is incomplete, and is not quite yet the rock that Jesus would have him to be or that Peter himself seems to think himself to be.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Nature of Peter
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Have you noticed a pattern forming with respect to Peter, where Peter is continually contradicted no matter which way he turns, whether it is his name, where he came from, or whether he loved Jesus? As we proceed you will see even more contradictions with Peter, and you should notice that most of Peter's contradictions seem to be somewhat self generated. But whether self generated contradictions, or what may seem to be contradictions due to varying view points of the Bible's human authors, always remember, that in and of the Bible Itself, there are no Scriptural contradictions or conflicts.

Peter is also one who is quick to speak and quick to react, but slow to think; a combination that is sure to cause problems.

When I envision Peter, I see him as a man's man; not afraid of hard work, not afraid to take chances, afraid of nothing, at least until Jesus was arrested. But most of all, I see Peter as just a man, and human just like we are. In and of himself, Peter had no super powers. He had feelings that were sometimes easily hurt. On the outside it would appear as thought he did not care what anyone thought, but on the inside, I see him as afraid that he would be looked down on by his peers, and he was willing to compromise his own beliefs to look good to or to be accepted by those who might judge him.

While Peter seems to present himself as one who is set in his ways, and not easily changed, I guess the most important characteristic of Peter's nature was that like hard steel that is softened in the blacksmith's fire, he was moldable, someone whom God could forge into the person that He wanted them to be; someone who could strike the spark that would ignite His Church into a flame that would burn forever.  
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Peter Becomes a Disciple
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Ask most people how Peter became a disciple of Jesus, and they will tell you one of two things: The first is that when Peter's brother brought him to Jesus, as is told in John 1:40 - 42, Peter immediately became a disciple of Jesus. The second being that when Jesus saw Peter fishing, as is told in Matthew 4:18 - 20 and Luke 5:1 - 11, and called to him, without any second thought Peter left everything and followed Jesus. So which one is it? The way that I see it is that it is neither one, but yet it is both of them and then some. 

Peter's acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah, or the Christ, was not something that was instantaneous, but instead it was a process, and it wasn't something that God forced upon Peter, but instead, through the longsuffering of Jesus, and probably much confliction and soul searching on Peter's part, wondering: Is He the Messiah or is He just another false prophet that is trying to make a name for Himself, Peter finally accepted Jesus as the Christ, and as Peter so famously and falsely stated in Luke 22:33, "Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death." 

Peter becoming a disciple of Jesus is not completely described in any one of the four Gospels, in fact, even when taking them together, it is not fully described. "Why not?" The reason is simple: the Gospels were not written to tell us about the disciples, but instead they were written so that we might know Jesus. Therefore, Jesus is the main character in the Gospels, while the disciples are there to help us to know Jesus.

Peter's first meeting of Jesus all begins with John the Baptist. If we look at Matthew 3:1 - 4:22 we find John the Baptist baptizing in the Jordan River; Jesus coming to him to be baptized Himself; then being tempted in the wilderness for forty days; then John the Baptist being put into prison; then Jesus going into Galilee, and later leaving Nazareth, His hometown; then going to Capernaum where He calls Peter and some of His other disciples who immediately leave their ships and follow Jesus. 

And that is exactly how it happened; however, Matthew leaves out several details which the other Gospel authors may include. But, you may be thinking, "If you leave something out when telling how something happened, isn't that just as bad as putting in something that didn't happen?" At times that may be so, but one thing that you have to remember when studying the Gospels is that while they were indeed inspired by God, and as such are God's Word; they were written from four different perspectives by four different human authors. What may have been a very important fact to one may have seemed insignificant to the other. It is just like to the readers of the Gospels, what may seem like a boring amount of facts to one person may be just wetting another person's appetite for even more details. The way that I see it is that the best way to do an in-depth study of the Gospels is to look at them as though each one is a picture, with each one taken from a different side; taken individually you only get a picture of what can be seen from that particular perspective; however, when all four angles are viewed together, you get a much fuller picture of what has taken place. This is what we will attempt to do in our study on Peter.   

So, as I see it, we have Peter and his brother Andrew at the south end of the Sea of Galilee, where John the Baptist is baptizing in the Jordan River, which runs out of the Sea of Galilee, at around coordinates 32.7097768,35.5780296. What were they doing there? The river was not a place where the fishermen would normally go, and it was around thirteen miles from where they lived, which was a long ways to row a boat just to fish. But we have to put ourselves into the midst of life as it was in Peter's day. They were living in a country that was occupied by the Roman army, an army that was cruel to say the least. The Jews were looking forward to a Messiah, one who would come to free them from the Roman occupation. John the Baptist, who many thought may have been the Messiah (Luke 3:15), was preaching in the area, and as it says in Matthew 3:5 - 6, "Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins." So Peter and his brother Andrew, and possibly even James and John most likely went down to see and hear John the Baptist preach, and may well have even been baptized by John.

Nevertheless, according to John 1:35 - 42 the details of Peter first meeting Jesus is that two disciples of John the Baptist stood with him as he pointed out Jesus and said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" These two disciples of John the Baptist "heard him speak, and they followed Jesus." The two were desirous to know of where Jesus lived, so He took them there, since it was the tenth hour, or as we would say 4:00 PM, they spent the rest of the day, and most likely the night with Jesus where He lived. However, apparently as soon as they knew where Jesus lived, "one of the two which heard John speak, and followed him" (the him in this statement refers to Jesus), "was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone."

So, what we have is Andrew, Peter's brother, first finding Jesus through John the Baptist, then going out and finding Peter and not only telling him about Jesus, but bringing Peter to Jesus. Now as soon as Jesus sees Peter, He lets Peter know that He knows him to be the son of Jona, and then Jesus proceeds to tell Peter that he will be called Cephas, which means a stone or a rock. Funny thing is, that neither Jesus nor any of the disciples are ever recorded as calling Peter Cephas other than in John 1:42; however, Paul called Peter Cephas five times in 1st Corinthians 1:12, 3:22, 9:5, and 15:5, and also in Galatians 2:9. 

Many would think that this first meeting is where Peter starts to follow Jesus, but that is not what happened. As Matthew 4:1, Mark 1:12, and Luke 4:1 - 2 teach us, after Jesus was baptized, He was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where He was tempted for forty days by the devil. Mark 1:12 says that the going into the wilderness was "immediately". While this would seem to mean that Jesus did not have time to meet with Peter between His baptism and His being sent into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, we have to remember that immediately is not a term that is an absolute, but is instead a term that is relative within the overall timeline of a situation; in other words, for a second thing to happen absolutely immediately, or instantaneously after a first thing, there would have to be no delay whatsoever, not even a fraction of a microsecond after the first thing ends. As such, even if Jesus delayed for one evening before going into the wilderness, it is not like He waited and purposely delayed for a month or more before going, therefore it could still be considered to have been an immediate action on His part.

So, going back to where Andrew, Peter's brother, brings him to Jesus and where Jesus names him Cephas, what I see happening next is one of two things, or possibly both. The first is that Jesus simply leaves Peter and Andrew, and goes off into the wilderness as Matthew 4:1, Mark 1:12, and Luke 4:1 - 2 talk about. The second thing that I can see happening, and there is no record of it in the Bible, but knowing Peter as I do, and putting myself into his shoes, I can envision where even though Andrew is thoroughly convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, as John 1:41 tells us, Peter is not so easily convinced.

Now one thing about being a fisherman: if you don't fish, you don't eat. I can see Peter and his co-workers taking a few days off to go see and hear John the Baptist, but to spend any more time with some unknown man who is said to be the Messiah, I can see that as being something that Peter was not going to waste his time with. After all, what proof did Peter have that Jesus was the Messiah, and what made Him any different than all of the others who were claimed to be the Messiah.

You have to keep in mind, that the Jewish expectation of the Messiah was one who would first and foremost physically lead them in overthrowing the Roman occupiers of their land. They looked for a king in the fashion of David. Their picture of the Messiah, or as we would say, the Christ, was as a warrior, a king, a powerful political figure, someone who would take all of their worldly problems and cast them as far as the east is from the west. The Jesus that Andrew introduced Peter to was none of those things. 

As such, after spending the evening and most likely the night with Jesus, I can almost plainly hear Peter the next morning say, just as he did in John 21:3, "I go a fishing." meaning that he has had enough of this nonsense, and is going back to work. Now the way that I see Peter, he probably had the loudest mouth of his associates, and always spoke his piece while the others held their peace. As such, Peter was probably the leader within his group of associates, which would imply that the others were followers. That said, when Peter would have said that he was going back to work, which was fishing, again just as John 21:3 says, the others with him most likely said, "We also go with thee." 

While Peter and his associates went back to the north end of the Sea of Galilee and picked back up their fishing enterprise, Jesus goes off into the wilderness where He is tempted, and then after the forty days of His temptation are up, as it says in Matthew 4:12, Mark 1:14, and Luke 4:14, He went to Galilee. I should point out that in John 1:43, it says "The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee,"; however, "the day following", or the very next day, would have been the day after Jesus met with Peter for the first time, and not after Jesus being in the wilderness for forty days and being tempted. In fact John does not even mention the temptation and the wilderness. 

John uses the terms "next day", "day following", and "third day" to indicate a sequence of events, and not specific timeline dates. In other words, there was a first event, then a second event happened sometime after the first event to which John refers to as the "next day", then a third event happens sometime after the second event to which John refers to as the "day following", and then a fourth event happens sometime after the third event to which John refers to as the "third day". Using these phrases as John did is no different from us using "tomorrow" to refer to some unspecified time in the future, or "the other day" to refer to an unspecified time in the past.

While we are at it, I want to clear up another seemingly conflict, which is about when Jesus went to Galilee with respect to when John the Baptist was put into prison.

In Matthew 4:12, we are told that when Jesus heard that John, referring to John the Baptist, was cast into prison, that He left to go to Galilee; then in 4:18 - 22 we have Jesus calling Peter, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him. In Mark 4:14 - 20 we have basically the same scenario, where Jesus goes to Galilee after hearing that John the Baptist has been put into prison. In Luke 3:19 - 20 we read where John is put into prison, and then in Luke 4:14 we have Jesus going to Galilee, but these verses do not indicate that these are sequential events. In John 3:22 - 24, which takes place after Jesus has went to Galilee and returned to Judea, we read that John, referring again to John the Baptist, was not yet cast into prison, but was busy baptizing people. 

So which is it? Had John been put into prison before Jesus first went back to Galilee or was it after He came back to Judea? The way that I see it, it is both. While the Bible does not say anything about John the Baptist being put into prison twice, it doesn't say that he wasn't either. 

How can I make such a statement, you are probably asking. First off, as a Christian, we have to have faith, and one thing that we should have absolute faith about is that the Bible is God's Word, and as such it is true. This is a constant that is never changing. That said, since the Bible plainly says that John the Baptist was put into prison before Jesus went to Galilee, and then states that after Jesus had came back to Judea and before He went back to Galilee a second time that John the Baptist had not yet been put into prison, then it only stands to reason that John the Baptist was indeed put into prison before Jesus went to Galilee the first time after being baptized, and then was put into prison again and eventually beheaded after Jesus went to Galilee the second time; therefore John the Baptist had to be put into prison twice.

If you don't think that it makes sense that John would be put into prison and then released, and then put into prison a second time to be executed, then you have to put yourself into the mindset of the leaders at that time, not the Roman leaders but the Jewish ones. The Jewish leaders were in a very bad predicament; and partially of their own making. With Rome in overall control, being ready, and able, at the drop of a hat to annihilate an entire population to put down even just a perceived rebellion, the Jewish leaders wanted nothing to appear as anything that might be construed as a revolt. As such, the Pharisees and Sadducees (the Sadducees consisted chiefly of priests and Levites), who were afraid that John the Baptist would claim to be the Messiah, which the Jews of this time looked at to be a king that would lead them to overthrow the Roman occupiers, sent their agents to question John the Baptist as to just who he was (John 1:19 - 27 Luke 3:15 - 20, Matthew 3:4 - 12). As such, it would be easy to see the Jewish leaders (Remember, as far as the Roman's were concerned but not the Jews, Herod was a Jewish leader, who did not like John the Baptist.) putting John into prison in an attempt to simply shut him up, and then releasing him to please the common people so that they would not cause a riot. This would be no different than what happened to Peter and John in Acts 3:1 - 4:23, where they were put into prison, beat, threatened, and then released. Part of the reason that John would have been released from prison was that the Jewish leaders feared that the people who followed John would start a rebellion of their own to have John released, so the Jewish leaders would most likely have released him to prevent what might appear to the Romans to be a revolt, which is why they arrested him in the first place.  

Getting back to Peter following Jesus: After leaving Jesus, the day after His baptism, Peter and his partners go back to Capernaum to their fishing, while Jesus, some forty days or so after, starts His journey back to His home town of Nazareth. Along the way, Jesus picks up Philip and Nathanael (John 1:43 - 51), who apparently go with Him. In Nazareth, due to His preaching, Jesus escapes an angry crowd, who did not like what He was preaching (Luke:4:16 - 30). Leaving Nazareth, Jesus, along with His then disciples, came to Cana where His mother, Mary, was apparently already at a wedding (John 2:1 - 10). It is at this wedding where Jesus does His first miracle which causes His disciples who are with Him to believe in Him (John 2:11). Keep in mind that Peter, James, John, and Andrew are not with Jesus at this time.

Jesus, after leaving Cana, moves on to Capernaum along with His then disciples, His mother, and His brothers (John 2:12). As a side note, later on in the life of Jesus, in John 7:1 - 5, his brothers didn't believe in Him, and in fact encouraged Him to go to Judea where He would most likely be arrested and put to death; it is possible that his brothers resented the fact that they had to abandon their hometown of Nazareth because of Him. Nonetheless, when Jesus came to Capernaum, as it says in Luke 4:31 - 32, He "taught them on the Sabbath days. And the people were astonished at His doctrine, for His word was with power."

While teaching one time in the synagogue, Jesus healed a man of an unclean spirit (Luke 4:33 - 35), then when He left the synagogue, as it says in Luke 4:38 - 41, "He arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto them. Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ." Or as Mark 1:29 - 34 puts it: "And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. And all the city was gathered together at the door. And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him." What we need to see here, is that at this time, Peter was no more than simply an acquaintance of Jesus, he was not yet one of His disciples, and more than likely did not accept the fact that Jesus was the Messiah, or the Christ, but the seed of Salvation has been planted, watered, and fertilized; now it just needs to sprout and grow. See also Matthew 8:14 - 17.

After spending the night at Peter's house, Jesus went off to an isolated place, as Luke 4:42 states, "And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them. And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee." The way that Mark 1:35 - 39 puts it is, "And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee. And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth. And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils." 

Did Peter go with Jesus at this point? It is not completely clear from the Bible; however, knowing Peter, I can imagine him taking off with the others, following Jesus to a few of the towns that were nearby. But then, as I see Peter's nature, he would very likely have grown weary of following Jesus and gone back to fishing. Now, I can only assume that several days passed as Jesus preached in other nearby cities, but then in Luke 5:1 - 11, apparently after Jesus came back at least somewhat close to Capernaum, it says: "And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him."

There are a few things that I think we should take notice of here: The first is that the first thing that Peter did was to not just to admit that he was a sinner, but he accepted the fact himself that he was a sinner. Before you can accept Jesus as your Savior, you have to accept the fact that there is something that you need Saving from; your own personal sins. The second thing is that without Jesus, our lives will never be truly profitable; just as Peter had fished all night long and had not caught anything. The third is that we have to obey God when He tells us to do something; if Peter had not cast his net where Jesus told him to, then he would not have caught any fish. Now for most fishermen, they dream of catching the big one, or for a commercial fisherman like Peter who most likely was paid by the fish instead of by the pound, he most likely had dreamed of filling his boat with fish and making a huge profit when he sold them. Now here, he not only fills his own boat, but that of his partners also. So here Peter is, his dreams come true, ready to make a lot of money, and what does he do? When Jesus told him to fear not, that from now on he would catch men, Peter "forsook all, and followed Him." In other words, the things that had seemed so important to Peter, such as being a great fisherman, suddenly meant nothing to him, as he had now decided to follow Jesus.

So, after first meeting Jesus on the Jordan River and spending the night with Him; then sometime later with Jesus spending the night at his house and healing his wife's mother; then spending a few days with Jesus going to other cities; then coming back to his fishing; then after a fruitless night of fishing, catching a whole net full of fish by following the instructions of Jesus, Peter finally admits that he is a sinner, forsakes all, and follows Jesus. The version of Peter leaving all to follow Jesus, as presented above, follows perfectly with Matthew 4:18 - 22 and Mark 1:16 - 20. But if you noticed, the sequence of things is not the same in Matthew and Mark as it is in Luke. What we have to remember is that sometimes, when we are relating a story
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