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Martanda and Mhalsa disappeared. No one noticed it except me. I continued dancing with Annika and everyone around. I subtly looked at everyone as they all were living this moment. The King and Queen with her baby in her arms. Venky and Gia, Shail, Sunny, Jay, Vik. Annika on my side, everything felt just perfect. For some reason, it felt too good to be true. Annika and I forgot everything and just released all the stress by dancing to music. I could not remember when was the last time we had such a good time together.

Annika and I were hurt and were not able to dance for too long. My back was hurting badly after taking the blow for Annika. She was also tired as we retired early for the night. Annika arranged for heating pads. She made me lie down on my back and placed them over. She and I were surprised there were no ribcage fractures. I told her the masked form costume saved me from life-threatening injuries. I was in a mood to trouble my fiancé Annika. I asked her if she would have still married me if I broke my back permanently. She had a poker face expression while I stared at her. She said that would be disappointing. However, her plans of marrying me will not change. I told her she should find someone with a better back than mine. She placed another heating pad with full force as I yelled in pain. She asked me to shut up and let her fix my back. I am like someone else is more interested in my back. Annika was holding back her laughter after hearing that. Still, she had a subtle smile on her face.

That night Annika lay with me. I was not able to sleep even after a tiring final battle day.  I was lying on my belly for the night. Annika seeing me sleeping in an uncomfortable position, laid down in a similarly awkward position by my side. She brazenly pushed me to make space for herself. I told her we are not married yet. She was in no mood to listen. Annika asked what was bothering me. I asked her how long have we stayed in this parallel universe since we arrived. She calculated and said close to a year has gone by. I then asked how long are we lying in an unconscious state in our world. She calculated that and said around two weeks. I asked her if we should leave all our friends here and run away to our world. I was being mischievous. Annika said they might love it. They live luxuriously and comfortably here. King George and Queen Sophie will be happy to keep them here forever. I then changed my mind and said we should ask them first. Annika said it was an interesting thing to ask. She said we both should make a bet on where they would want to live. If they preferred in this parallel world or our world with modern-day tech in everyday lives. Annika said she has a way to find out. I had an idea of what she was planning on doing. She said we will not be able to go back until Martanda and Mhalsa allow us. I thought we could go after the end of the war.  Annika also confirmed our necklaces weren’t working. I reminded her we were sent back by Mhalsa after the last war. I felt maybe there was still aftermath left to deal with. Annika said even if we stayed for another three years it would barely be less than six months in our world. There could be more wars to fight. I gave her a poker face look. Annika laughed at my poker face expression. Here she is fixing my back and I am already talking about another war.

She said it didn’t matter anymore except for having our revenge from Horansh. He has to pay for killing our parents. We were fighting demons and monsters in both worlds. I felt the same. We both were confident based on witness testimony that it is Horansh. We did plan on confirming if he came in front of us. She then placed her hand around my head and came closer. It made me a little nervous. This girl can be unpredictable at times. She thanked me softly for keeping her word. She was confident that I would kill Benjamin. I raised my right hand placing it around her back. We were close enough to feel each other’s breathing. Anyone even thinking about harming her deserves to be punished. She asked me do I love her so much. I replied, much more than what she is thinking. I have only one person close to me and they come to tear her into pieces. I turned on my side and let her slide comfortably in my arms. Annika said she has given her heart away to me for many years. She said it's hard to believe but when she saved me the first time during our parent's murder. She felt like a kid really happy and excited to be with me. I said she would be fighting with all the girls. I wouldn’t mind her taking away my toys and wait for her to give me back. Annika said I had the best toys to play with. She felt it was her own

I did admit that the best part of those days was running over to each other’s homes to play all day. Annika remembered how we would fight and forget everything the next day as if nothing happened. I said we were too young to understand anger emotion. I would promptly bring specific toys she would ask for playing the following day. My mother would be like he is going to be a very good husband, seeing me carry toys back and forth every day to play.

––––––––
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I ASKED HER WHAT IF she finds a handsome guy or someone more powerful than me. She turned up and looked at me. She said even if someone a hundred times more powerful than me comes to her, he will go back empty-handed. She then laughed and said the guy will run away because he will die soon after marrying her. I said yes, I thank the God of Destruction if that means I get her as a wife for life. We both laughed, Annika said she can choose to stay single. I said if that was the case I would convince her more to be mine. I confessed if she falls in the slightest difficulty or pain can make me restless. I might not be able to express it properly, however, I can’t imagine life without her. She has saved me multiple times from getting killed. She is my savior. Both of us looked straight into each other. Annika said she felt safe only in my arms. Unlike others who have tried to force themselves on her. I said, my comfortable arms are always open for her. This guy can’t even harm a strand of hair on her. If I do my heart hurts bad. Anyone placing his dirty hands on my love drives me crazy with anger.

Annika just came forward and kissed me on my lips. Her emotions were only getting expressed. I just placed my hand around her back and went slowly with the flow. It was such a crazy feeling. I just didn’t let her go. I waited for her to pull out. She eventually did after few minutes. We both smiled at each other. I said we cannot cross the line until we get married. Annika smiled and bowed her head down while coming back in my arms. Annika had an outburst of emotions. On one hand, she said demons, humans wait for an opportunity to violate her body. Another hand I remind her to control herself until our relationship gets the official name of husband and wife. I said because I love her from my heart. I can’t bear to see her in pain or trouble. I asked her to just close her eyes and fall asleep. Annika said she loved me as well. She held me tight and dozed off. I placed one hand on her back and the other back of her head. Thinking about how many more troubles we had in the future, I fell asleep.
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The King had to get back into the capital and start managing the affairs of the kingdom. We didn’t waste any more time and started our journey back to the capital city. We didn’t rush but moved at a decent pace. After reaching the secure walls of the palace everyone was getting regular dressing changes to wounds and relaxing in quarters. King George and Queen Sophie soon held a ceremony on palace grounds. The commanders and generals were facilitated with either a higher rank or monetary rewards. Many of the commanders and generals were gifted land, sacks of grains, money, or gold. Annika and I, along with other friends were last on the list.

King George and Queen Sophie got up from their seats and thanked Martanda and Mhalsa first. They played a major role in fighting with Alexander, Benjamin, and his demon army. They also brought along some very talented young fighters. These youngsters were trained under them and trusted enough to be given a battalion of soldiers under them. The initial days of war were lead by a strategy done by Jay, Venky. They matched up to the level of experienced Alexander. Everyone else fought bravely on the front lines and as required by the plan. Then they addressed me and Annika as the masked couple. We even went into another kingdom to get the sun orb to stop the volcano. They announced a house for each of us with titles of commanders with men under each of us. We also got rewarded gold pieces, servants for every one of us to maintain our homes.

Annika respectfully thanked the King and Queen. She suggested allowing all the friends to live under one roof. Instead of having one mansion for each of them, they all can have one room each in one big mansion. It would be too boring for everyone to live alone. Everyone agreed with Annika. Jay said he was not sure how he would live without his crazy partner Vik. Everyone was like that’s heart touching. Vik told Jay to find a wife for himself if he is feeling lonely. Venky and Gia also agreed with the idea of living under one roof and individual rooms were fine with them. Shail and Sunny said yes they would be separated by living in separate homes. In one home they can be like a cute couple. Venky tried to make them shut up while everyone was trying to hold back laughter. They were an unofficial couple in the group. Sunny asked them to select individual homes as they could get more privacy. Gia's face was turning red while trying to deny these thoughts. Annika also agreed with Sunny. She confessed that it was tough to get privacy with everyone around.

The King and Queen couldn’t hold back their laughter. They understood what was going on with these twenty-year-olds. King George said the individual mansions were for various reasons. One of the reasons was as commanders of the army an individual home for everyone was a basic social status. The second reason was they could think about finding a girl they like and settle down with a home to start a family. It didn’t matter who the girl is, if they like someone a formal proposal could be arranged. No family in this kingdom wouldn’t want to marry the heroes of the war. Whether it’s a commoner family or noble family girl. If they want Queen Sophie could officially try to arrange candidates. Shail, Vik, Sunny are free to select anyone. Venky is probably committed along with Arya. I showed my engagement ring and Venky said he has someone already. Everybody staring at Gia and they asked him who. He said an official announcement will be made at an appropriate time.

Queen Sophie granted all of us a mansion outside the palace with servants and soldiers guarding the mansion. We all thanked the royal couple for the gifts. All of us got a couple of gold bars as well. That was tough to earn even in our world. Vik was like can we take it back to our world. Annika replied with a disappointing no as an answer. At the end of the celebration, King George announced the ceremony date for the naming of the Prince.  Everyone went to the new residence.  It was quite spacious big rooms for all of us.

That night after dinner everyone was sitting together. They all had one question in their mind. Was it possible to live here in this parallel world all life? Everyone was surprised by the King and Queen's suggestion of asking them to marry and settle down. I looked at Annika and was sure it was her work. We had discussed before and she had asked me to wait and watch. She had a way of finding out if all our friends preferred to stay or go back. She smiled and winked looking at me. Annika asked everyone about their thoughts. They all have lived for more than a year in this parallel world. Annika and I have spent years going back and forth at times so we are used to it. Jay said he missed the gadgets and tech. That was his strength but he did find weapons he can fight very well in this era. He believed it won’t be possible as we are still lying unconscious in our world. Vik said he didn’t understand how it would work out if they agree to marry a girl in this parallel world and have a family. I said it’s something only Martanda and Mhalsa can solve. One solution would be to let you guys come and go like how I and Annika have been doing all these years. The drawback is that we don’t age in this parallel world. So the chances are we might remain only forty years old but our wives could get eighty years old and our son could be sixty years old with us looking young. Annika said Martanda could fix this issue and make our human body age in this parallel world. Shail said then what happens to our physical body in our world. I said maybe it disappears from that world forever and you are fixed permanently in this parallel world. We didn’t know what was possible or not unless Martanda and Mhalsa explained our options. Vik said if he finds a girl he likes he would settle down here. Jay said this guy is defiantly fallen for someone. He hit Vik on his head to reveal who that girl was.

During the war also he was fighting like a crazy guy, Jay went crazy watching his back. Vik asked him to mind his own business. Jay said he will wait for the girl and who it is. Venky and Gia said they wouldn’t mind settling down here. However, in their case, they could be in the real world. They didn’t mind going back and forth like me and Annika. The last two people left were Shail and Sunny. Shail said winter was brutal and now the temperatures are getting back to normal. If Martanda and Mhalsa give a clear plan on how we can live in this parallel world, he wouldn’t want to hurt a girl's heart here. He didn’t even know if they will be back here once they awaken in our world. He said this place was not bad just that no modern medicine or surgery options. They could easily die of something that can be cured in our world. Shail had a valid point. He liked living here comfortably. However, living like a commoner would be very tough.

Sunny was hurt emotionally from getting stabbed by the girl he liked. He said the idea of arranged marriage by King and Queen was not a bad option. At least the girl would be a good wife. You could fall in love after getting married as well. He would ask Martanda and Mhalsa if it was possible before going for marriage and settling here. He found this place to be luxurious enough without the tech. He reminded everyone that they are orphans with no house, family, wealth. Here we are, commanders, in the army with men under us. We are given a good amount of salary, with housing and now wives as well. Annika added that we are in an age where concubines are also allowed. However that if you can afford to maintain them. Annika was hell-bent on making them stay here.

We all retired for the night. That night Annika confessed after everyone left. She spoke to the Queen privately while they were traveling on the way back to the palace from the battlefield. Queen Sophie wished they all stayed in her kingdom forever. She didn’t have any problem making our stay as comfortable as possible. She was impressed with the fighting skills displayed by all of them. They protected her husband King George until Annika and I came back to take control of the war. Queen Sophie agreed to reward everyone's house, wealth, and wives for a happy living. We had to build our military again so that was the immediate task on hand.
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The next few days we all decided to take some break for our wounds to heal. Whole day we relaxed, read some books about different kingdoms and places. Annika and I got bored soon and decided to go play sometime with the prince. It was more of an idea from Annika. The other girl in our group was Gia. She made excuses and we guessed the reason. She wanted to spend time with Venky. I told Annika the priorities at the moment is someone else like future hubby for Gia. Gia was too shy to admit it. We wished her luck and left for the palace. Jay and Vik were hanging out in the market. Sunny and Shail were busy in checking different restaurants and food dishes. 

The Queen was happy to welcome us. Annika wanted to play sometime with the prince. King George was busy with the naming ceremony preparations for the prince. Queen Sophie gave Annika the prince who was awake. She looked happy playing with it. Queen Sophie and I stood watching her. Queen softly softly said, it’s time she gets one for herself. I looked at the Queen and smiled. I did tell her Annika doesn’t want to get married until we find our parents killers and punish him. I am respecting her decision. Queen said maybe Annika might change her mind. She will be an awesome mother.  I said we have yet to inform Martanda and Mhalsa. They are like our parents. I hope there won’t be a problem. The prince was smiling and didn’t mind being in arms of Annika. Queen Sophie suggested to have a marriage ceremony in this world as well. She will make it a grand affair. I said yes, definitely. We spent rest of the evening playing with infant prince. 

Venky and Gia were outside the city limits. They just rode there horses to a desolate location. Venky asked Gia to follow him without questions. After riding the horse for more than half an hour they finally reached a location in the forest. It was a beautiful lake with trees covering the edges of the lake. The evening sun made the lake look beautiful and calm. Venky looked nervous but he took Gia’s hand. He looked into her eyes and confessed that he loves her. It was true he fell for her when he saw her first time in orphanage. He couldn’t gather enough courage to tell her. He could only show it by his actions. Gia couldn’t believe her ears. She never expected Venky to say it first. She was ready to propose to him if he didn’t in near future. Venky said the last incident where she and Annika almost got trpped in prostitiuion location. He couldn’t think of anyone else placing their hands on her. His heart was in his throat while he was still on his way to rescue her. He understood that if he didn’t do anything he would loose her to someone else. He felt it was time he should confess to her how he truly felt about her. The amount of heartache he had in those few moments was unbearable. Gia was having her hand on her mouth in disbelief. She hugged him tight in excitement. She just didn’t let him go for next few minutes. She wanted to live this moment as much as possible. Venky didn’t back away and hugged her tight as long as she wanted. 

That evening they sat on the edge of the water. Gia was holding his left arm and placed her head on Venky’s shoulder. She asked him if they could settle down here in this parallel world. Venky said it really didn’t matter to him. They both husband and wife can be commanders in the army. Comfortable home and we can raise our kids very well. Gia was now feeling shy on mention of kids. He didn’t think when he was in orphanage that one day they could be warriors. Gia agreed especially the way he would go around protecting her all the time. The first encounter was similar in orphanage but this last attack was like a final nail in coffin. He will be by her side all life. He asked Gia if she liked the answer for the question she had asked before the war. She didn’t expect it but she loved his confession of how he feels about her. She revelaed that it was his bravery for the first time that impressed her. The way he stood up to the bullies and ready to fight for her, despite being outnumbered. All these years no other guy could make her heart skip a beat. All these years she also couldn’t think of seeing him with any other girl. 

They reached back home by night. Everyone had a stare and Gia was more happy. She was excited enough to announce that Venky and her have confessed to each other. They are an official couple starting that day. Everyone was happy for her and congratulated both. Now there were officially two couples in the house. 

The day for prince naming ceremony was here. The King and Queen had organized a grand prayer ceremony to please the Gods and bless the prince. Every minister was present. We followed the rituals of bowing down and asking the heaven’s for blessing. The royal priest then took the prince to the alter. He summoned the King and Queen after few moments. They had to name the prince. King and Queen both looked at each other with a smile before announcing the name Jaden. 

Everyone called out loudly All Hail Prince Jaden. It was a happy occasion. The royal couple went onto the palace balcony facing the crowd. The name of the prince was announced to the commoners. The crowd erupted  in joy while the prince was held in the hands of King George stretched up towards the sky. This ritual was necessary for the first born male heir. The kingdom has now a heir to the throne. We all enjoyed the remaining evening with unlimited food and enterainment. 

We all left for our home by sunset and there was one person who was missing. Vik was having a private audience with King and Queen. He asked them for a big request. There was a palace worker by name Stella. He wanted her to be transferred to the mansion as one of the maids staff. Queen Sophie and King George agreed as it wasn’t a big deal. They held back asking Vik directly and wanted to see how things go. The next day Vik introduced us to Stella. He said she was here on his recommendation. We all did observe that Stella was taking extra care for all his routine needs. The food made was specially to his liking, his clothes were ready for the day, she would help him getting dressed. 

He would talk to her more than anyone else. She would make sure Vik was having the best of food, clothes and even help him rub his back during baths. They spent lot of time together talking as well. Jay was like he now understood everything. He said Vik has found a girl friend as well. He has kept her as maid for now. Venky suggested not to disturb Vik. Jay said he wanted to show off to his girlfriend on how bravely he fought. Jay said next time he is not watching his back in battle. He walked away. We knew he was just upset that he couldn’t fight with Vik anymore as often like before. 
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The peaceful days were short-lived. We were summoned by King George and Queen Sophie. They have received reports from the border cities. The cities are facing a big influx of refugees from bordering kingdoms. The neighboring kingdoms are having a civil war. Alexander had killed the crown prince of these kingdoms and the kings before attacking us. As he is now dead the nobles are fighting among themselves with their private armies. There is no law and order in the kingdoms or anyone to take care of the people. Lawlessness is rampant and no functioning government.

The ministers in the court of Thaven kingdom are divided on how to solve this problem. They are divided into two sections. The right group of ministers doesn’t want to help the refugees as they are an unnecessary burden on the government. They are also fearing in the future these refugees will refuse to go back and claim as citizens of the kingdom. They are preferring to close the borders and leave them to their fate in the kingdom from where they are fleeing. It’s an unnecessary headache that we can avoid. The left ministers are the opposite of this. They want us to set up refugee camps and take them in. There are old, women and kids in these refugees who are not killing anyone. We can provide them food at least twice a day. It’s a humanitarian issue. We can then use the influx of refugees as a reason to go inside these civil war countries and take over the kingdoms. Our army will be able to quell the nobles fighting amongst themselves with small armies internally. Once the kingdoms are taken over the refugees can go back to the kingdoms they belonged to. All of us were listening carefully until now.

The three kingdoms that are attached to our Thaven Kingdom borders are Phoca Kingdom, Sleba Kingdom, Bridia Kingdom. I and Annika had to enter Phoca kingdom to calm down the volcano. We had seen the situation of the people. Annika gave away all our food to hungry villagers on the way to the Phoca Kingdom. Queen Sophie understood the situation needed compassion towards the refugees. King George and Queen Sophie asked us to come up with a plan that can be implemented in the situation. They both wanted us to think of a solution that is compassionate and solves the problem from its root cause. We all got back home and discussed this issue for hours with everyone giving out ideas. We all had to agree on a plan and present it in court. Every one of us agreed with the idea of being receptive to the refugees. Closing the border and letting them die is not an option. The real problem comes up after we start taking the refugees inside. They need shelter, food, and a long term plan. The government won’t be able to feed them free for too long. The news will spread fast enough that the Thaven Kingdom is accepting refugees and there will be hundreds and thousands of them from all three kingdoms. Jay said we can’t even place an estimated number.  Sunny said we should also be concerned about our people not liking this idea. The nobles might try to use this against the royal family and create chaos in the kingdom. Shail said he agreed with this. All the nobles don’t like the royal couple on the throne. They will try to instigate a rebellion by spreading false rumors.

I said point taken, we can take precautions and that’s why we need a plan of action. Annika and Gia suggested we come up with something that can help the refugee integrate with the rest of the population. We came up with a plan for freeing up slaves and a decent tax plan making the nobles pay their fair share. We have to stop the influx of refugees and the only way is to go into these kingdoms. Jay said he was not sure. I asked what was bothering him. Everybody was listening in rapt attention. He has shown his skill in strategy taking on the demon army. He had a few valid points to make. His first concern was we were entering unchartered territory. The nobles that are fighting internally can wear down our army. The second concern was we didn’t know how many soldiers we will need to quell the rebellion. If we go in with too little number of soldiers it will be like walking in a death trap. We can’t take a big number of soldiers as we have to enter all three kingdoms at once. We need soldiers to defend our borders as well if there is an attack. The third concern is we are now down to only a hundred thousand soldiers. Going into three kingdoms at once we will need a minimum of forty thousand troops. Sixty thousand troops will not be enough to defend if there is any kind of large scale invasion. Annika and I agreed to what he was saying. Venky said he was correct but unfortunately we didn’t have any other options. Annika said it’s not like we can individually go to each noble in the kingdom and plead them to stop fighting. We have no option but to go in and stop the war. We can annex the kingdoms and let the refugees go back home. Vik said no worries, we will go in and finish things off fast. Jay asked him to find someone else to watch his back.

We split up our work. Annika and I along with Shail, Sunny plan on how to integrate the refugees. The rest of them will work out a plan on entering the three kingdoms.
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Outside the boundary of Thaven Kingdom, there was someone who was having a deep sorrow in his heart. It was none other than Salvator the son of Alexander. He saw his father get killed in the war. Alexander handed over the book of spells to his son before the start of the war on the final day. It looked like Alexander knew the outcome of the war. He sent his son to the hideout location. It was in Phoca Kingdom outskirts deep in the mountains. The thick mountains covered in trees was a perfect hideout location. The kingdom was already unstable and safe from Thaven empire soldiers. Alexander had a decent number of soldiers guarding his fort-like hideout. 

Salvator was mourning the loss of his father. He had also lost his son trying to marry Queen Sophie. His father Alexander tried to avenge his grandson and failed. He was now left with his wife, concubines, and daughters. He had only two options in front of him. He still had enough money and sufficient soldiers to live as a merchant. He could live a peaceful life and forget the past. His second option was to get revenge for the killing of his father and son. He thought over it looking at the book of spells in front of him. The book of spells can give him enough power and strength to get revenge. It will be like having a powerful weapon in his hand and not using it. The desire for revenge in his heart finally took him over. He took the book with him to the alter room which was designed for such activities. The family was already sleeping. He closed the room and activated the book of spells. On opening it, the book flew up in the air. It started rotating around him with a glow of red, leaving a trail of light while in motion. A voice came from the book, asking the type of spells Salvator wanted. It was a blank book. The spells would show up only after the requirements are fulfilled by the reader. It said his father Alexander also paid a price by offering the heads of women he had a relationship with outside his marriage. Salvator understood he had to sacrifice something he liked. Alexander was a womanizer. Once a week he would be at the courtesan house to spend the weekend night with a new girl. It was an absolute must for Alexander. If they had won the war Queen Sophie knew it was better to immolate herself. Falling In the hands of Alexander and his son Salvator, she would be torn up in pieces and completely violated by them.

Salvator stood without getting scared of the book. He thought over it carefully. His father Alexander did try to fight with a huge army and monsters directly. He was regardless annihilated. A direct and fair fight with the Thaven Kingdom even with a greater number of soldiers can be tough. They have the masked couple along with Martanda and Mhalsa protecting them. Salvator this time decided to attack in a devious way. King George and Queen Sophie killed his son. They will also pay for it with the life of Prince Jaden. Queen Sophie rejected his son for marriage. He will make her suffer and regret it for her whole life. He thought of exactly what he wanted and asked the following. Salvator wanted a spell to summon a limited number of demons as his personal army soldiers. He wanted to summon wizards of a certain number as he deemed fit for his plan. He also wished for ghouls who are special spirits or ghosts who eat humans. He also wanted extremely strong demon warriors. The last thing he wanted was the strength of one hundred thousand elephants and magical powers.

The book of spells laughed and said his wish list was quite big. He asked Salvator if he was ready to pay the price for all the spells he is asking for. Salvator agrees to pay the price. The book of spell asks him to sacrifice his last remaining family on the altar in this room. He will have to sacrifice everyone in his remaining family from his wife and kids to his concubines along with children. He was not sure for a minute because he will have no more family left. The book of spells advised Salvator if he is successful in his mission, the whole Thaven empire and surrounding kingdoms in civil war will be all his. He can have as many wives and concubines as he wants. They all can give him kids again. He can also have young Queen Sophie as his wife if he wants to. He could use Prince Jordan to blackmail her into submission. Salvator was shown an illusion of beautiful Queen Sophie in front of him. He was asked to imagine her as his Queen. He was also shown the illusion of his aging wife. The book of spell asked him if he wanted an old lady or a young girl as a wife. After becoming King his harem can be filled with young girls. The book of spells knew how to get complete control of the front person. Salvator did get bewitched by the beauty of Queen Sophie. He immediately agreed to the proposal of sacrificing his family.

Salvator selects the following night. He orders his soldiers to bring everyone into the sacrificing room. Everyone was crying and asking for help. Unfortunately, there wasn’t anyone coming. The person who is supposed to be protecting them was going to behead them. Greed for power, revenge, and lust for women can make big personalities commit horrible deeds. Salvator couldn’t see his family begging him to let them go. The book of spells was floating in the air on top of the alter. It commanded Salvator to start the sacrifice. Everyone was tied up with ropes. Salvator with a big beheading sword in hand. He promised his wife, kids, and concubines that it will be done in one strike without pain. His wife finally seeing it’s the end cursed him. The pain and death he is making her go through along with her daughters, he will also experience them. He raised his sword and swung it on his wife’s neck beheading her. He did the same for everyone else. The book of spells released a dark red blood color smoke over the bodies. The smoke blended in all the dead bodies and went back inside the book. The book of spells came down in hands of Salvator. He could now see all the spells that he wanted. His face brightened up. He asked King George and Queen Sophie to wait for his return with an evil laugh echoing the room.
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It took more than few days for every one of us to come up with a solid plan on how to deal with the refugee crisis. This time we were present in the court along with the ministers. The topic of discussion was the refugee crisis. There was only a handful of them who supported taking them inside. It was a long day and everyone was entitled to put his views forward and sometimes they even counter-argued on each other. It was evening when finally everyone was done. King George and Queen Sophie looked at us and we came forward with the proposal. 

We addressed the concern of ministers that there could be bad guys, criminals, and maybe soldiers hidden among refugees. It could be an easy way for anyone to sneak inside the kingdom in large numbers. They could create mayhem. Jay said yes it’s a very valid point from security standards. We will try to avoid that scenario. I humbly asked all the ministers to listen to our plan patiently. Venky and Jay were going to present the plan. First, we need to set up a temporary department in the government for handling all issues of refugees. The second step we cannot let them die without food, shelter, and clothing. We will take them all in but we need to follow some procedures. Government has to maintain a registry for each and every refugee coming inside. Every refugee will be given an identity tag as well. Everyone coming inside the kingdom will have identification and record. We first build temporary shelters on the outskirts of the city walls. They will also be given meals twice a day. Until we solve the crisis in all three bordering kingdoms, we have to make them work. If they will sit at home with two meals served they could just start producing more children. We rehabilitate all of them into doing work. 

We have to separate all those who can farm, do business, or work in general. For those who can farm we clear up areas of forest outside the city limits and give them small pieces of land to work. They can build a house for themselves in one corner and work in fields. Next, all those who have been businessmen or traders we can supply raw materials for free or loan basis. They can pay back the government after they start making profits. They can also set up shops in the market area or create new space for markets where they can sell the merchandise. For general workers, we can ask the existing merchants to hire one person extra which won’t be a big problem. Remaining we can also use them for building our army and troops numbers. Everyone was impressed. King and Queen also liked the plan. It was comprehensive. We said the taxes we can collect from each of them will be the same as our own citizens. We can still add more tax revenue. Hundreds
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