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Chapter 19 of the Biblical Book of Judges sets forth a legend commonly called "The Concubine at Gibeah" and attributed to about the thirteenth century B.C. Christian and Jewish commentators of Holy Scripture have given and continue to give considerable attention to this story. The present tale adds to the impressive list of interpretations another attempt of this kind.

Bible interpreters were primarily interested in the moral aspects of the events. The author of this work of fiction was attracted by the criminal side of the story. He entrusted the investigation to three world-famous professional detectives, each of whom conducted his own independent investigation. New characters are added and given biblical names.

When the reader's keen eye sees in the investigators their literary prototypes, and his sensitive ear hears the notes of parody, the author will be well rewarded.  

Here is the gist of the legend in brief. While on a long journey, a certain Levite, his concubine, and his servant spent the night in the city of Gibeah in the house of a peasant. The guests washed their feet, ate and drank. Then from the street came the shouts of local scoundrels who wanted to commit an abomination - they demanded from the peasant to bring his guest to them: "So that we may take our pleasure with him". Then the Levite himself gave his concubine to the villains. The rapists abused the woman all night long. Early in the morning, the Levite found his concubine lying breathless on the doorstep. He took the body home, cut it into twelve pieces, and sent the pieces to all parts of the land of Israel. The crime of rape became common knowledge. The inhabitants of Gibeah were not willing to turn over their perpetrators to be tried.
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The city of Gibeah, the center of the tribe of Benjamin, had a bad reputation among the other Jewish and pagan settlements. Violence and robbery occurred within the walls of the city, and the criminals of Gibeah were not unreasonably feared by the inhabitants of the surrounding countryside. But God never leaves the world without a saving balance, and therefore, though the weed sprouted vigorously, the good seed would not succumb.  

In Gibeah there lived a man named Shem-Hanoch, a favorite of the honest and a threat to malefactors. Any victim who turned to our hero for assistance in solving a crime never repented in his choice of an inquirer. Shem-Hanoch used to help both poor and wealthy citizens. He did not take money from the poor, but the rich had to fork out a lot of money.

Shem-Hanoch shunned the fun of the squares, the clamor of the marketplace, and the hum of the streets. His dwelling was located on the outskirts of Gibeah, away from the noise of the city, which interfered with the tireless and measured work of the sharp mind of the forefather of modern masters of investigation. His spacious house did not pretend to luxury. In the large front room dwelt the owner of the house, behind the wall were kept a young thoroughbred horse and a very old donkey. Long years of service had diminished the strength and added stubbornness of the gray toiler, and its host was contemplating the inevitability of a change of generations. The vast covered yard housed the attributes of fast and slow transportation - a small chariot, a cart, a wagon. The barn was intended for household utensils. At the back of the estate, two huge and ferocious dogs were locked in a good fortified enclosure. These unkind animals obeyed only their master. The dogs became useful to Shem-Hanoch sometimes in his dangerous profession.  

Shem-Hanoch, a man in his prime, was a confirmed bachelor. He believed that a family would inevitably hinder the success of his work and distract him from laboring for the benefit of mankind. We will note, however, that the fairer half of humanity has a different opinion. Shem-Hanoch said that if women were given free rein - they would impose a stifling tax on unmarried men.

The household was run by an elderly slave woman named Hana. She appeared in the morning, harnessed a donkey to a wagon, went to the market, returned with all sorts of food, then began to work at the stove and finished her work when the aroma of fresh brew began to excite the host's sense of smell. Hana appreciated her master's polite treatment and generosity and had long ago decided not to leave him, even when the year of liberation would come.

What was Shem-Hanoch like? He was tall, lean, the nose was thin and hunched, the chin was strong-willed, the eyes were blue, the gaze was shrewd, the hair was fair and soft, the beard was short-cropped, the posture was straight, the muscles of his arms and legs were enviably strong. Diamond hardness of will and unshakeable conviction in the rightness of the chosen path of life served this man an impenetrable shield from the arrows of female gazes.  

The sharp mind of Shem-Hanoch was characterized by an excellent memory and a remarkable ability to reason. Sometimes a small detail or a trifling event, which a dilettante would flippantly ignore, turned out to be the key to unraveling the crime, once they became the subject of his inexorable logic. Analyticity of mind in a remarkable way did not turn into dryness of character, so Shem-Hanoch invariably paid tribute to the elegant and beautiful. He played the harp magnificently and tuned it himself.

Shem-Hanoch was known as a great expert in poisons and antidotes. In the corner of his room, behind a thick screen, there was a desk and a stool. On the wall hung a shelf full of glass vials of various sizes. Shem-Hanoch was not stingy in purchasing expensive glass, for only from this rare material were blown vessels suitable for storing special liquids, which in combination with the blood or saliva of the victim allowed him to determine the type of poison. Then he would prescribe a healing potion, if salvation was not too late.

When investigating a crime, Shem-Hanoch was often satisfied with the little information the victim provided, and mental experiments and logical constructions helped him fill in the gaps in his knowledge of
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