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PREFACE






I was initiated
into full-time Christian ministry on the Island of Mauritius in the
Indian Ocean. The church to which we had been called had been a
dynamic and growing church. When we arrived, however, it was
struggling with division, misunderstanding and anger. In the course
of my Christian service, I have seen many believers struggle with
deep wounds and hurts.

Christians are not
immune to problems. From the beginning of time our enemy has been
seeking to devour, discourage and defeat those who love the Lord
Jesus. The Old Testament book of Job is devoted to the problem of
suffering in the life of the believer. In the book of Psalms, David
and others speak honestly about their feelings in the midst of
life's trials.

This is a study of
Philippians 3:7-16. It is not my intention to be exhaustive in my
exposition of the passage. I have written enough Bible studies and
commentaries to know that we can never exhaust the application of
Scripture to our lives. It is not my purpose to discuss why
believers face trials, testings and opposition. I take this as a
given fact of life in a sinful world.

Philippians 3:7-16
has a powerful application for all who are facing difficult times.
I pray that the application of Paul’s teaching in this passage will
be as much of a blessing to the reader as it has been to me. May
this simple exposition of Paul’s teaching be a source of
instruction, encouragement and support to God’s people around the
world, giving strength to press on in the difficult times of
life.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod







Chapter 1 - THE
REALITY OF SUFFERING AND TRIALS






Since the moment
sin entered the world, creation has been deteriorating, affected by
its curse. Satan, as our great enemy, is seeking to destroy the
good work God is doing by influencing people and nations to sin and
evil. He has done tremendous damage to this already sick and dying
world. Every human, apart from the Lord Jesus, has been born with a
sinful nature and struggles to walk in God’s ways. Natural
disasters strike everywhere. Earthquakes, cyclones and floods take
thousands of lives each year. There are nations that have rarely
known peace. On the streets of our cities, murder, rape and other
crimes are much more common than we would like to admit. The abuse
of alcohol and drugs has destroyed many families. Injustice and
prejudice have ravaged entire countries, influencing policies and
laws. We can’t escape the reality of sin and its impact on our
lives.

God's people have
not been exempt from this devastation. Job lost his entire family
to Satan’s attack (Job 1:13-15). Influenced by the sin around them,
David’s children fell into the sins of murder, incest and
rebellion. Jacob’s daughter Dinah was raped, and his sons, Simeon
and Levi, slaughtered a whole town to get revenge (Genesis 34).
Churches have been split by accusations and falsehoods stirred up
by Satan. The focus of Satan’s effort is the people of God. He will
do all he can to defeat them and draw them away from their
Lord.

Jesus taught that
wickedness would increase on the earth and believers would be
hated, persecuted and put to death as the day of His return drew
near.

(9) “Then you
will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will
be hated by all nations because of me. (10) At that time many will
turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, (11)
and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. (12)
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow
cold. Matthew 24:9-12 (NIV)

We are in the
midst of an intense battle. As the Kingdom of God moves from one
heart to another, Satan increases his efforts to resist what God is
doing. Those who believe that Satan can't touch them because they
belong to God are deceived. Satan has always done his best to
oppress and hinder believers. He moved the political and religious
leaders of Christ’s day to falsely accuse, beat, and nail our Lord
to a cross. His influence is clearly seen in the way he moved the
religious leaders of the New Testament to persecute and kill the
apostles. The apostle Peter warned the believers of his day to be
on their guard against Satan and his attacks:

(8) Be
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (9) Resist him,
standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers
throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1
Peter 5:8-9 (NIV)

Paul told the
believers in Ephesus that their battle was not against flesh and
blood humans but against spiritual forces in heavenly places.

(12) For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (13)
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you
have done everything, to stand. Ephesians 6:12-13 (NIV)

The apostle John
reminded his readers, in the book of Revelation, that Satan will
intensify his effort when he sees his time getting short.

(12) Therefore
rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the
earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is
filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”
Revelation 12:12 (NIV)

John also
prophesied that in the last days a great beast from Satan would
make war against the saints and conquer them.

(7) He was
given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And
he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and
nation. Revelation 13:7 (NIV)

Many saints before
us have suffered at the hands of Satan. The Old Testament saint Job
was ravaged by Satan. Satan killed his children, stripped him of
his possessions and left him on an ash heap crying out in intense
pain. Satan’s intent was to have Job curse God and die.

Imagine a soldier
going into battle being surprised that the enemy actually shot to
kill! It never ceases to amaze me that believers are surprised that
Satan actually strikes them. His attacks are often vicious. While
victory belongs to the Lord, Satan does his best to discourage,
dishearten and deprive believers of their blessing in Christ. He
will attempt to destroy our reputation through lies and
exaggerations. He will strip us of our possessions, friends and
loved ones. He will attack our children or our marriages. He will
do all he can to hinder what God wants to do in our lives.

As believers we
will feel the sting of Satan’s arrows. They may come at us from
bitter enemies who hate the cause for which we stand or they may
come from those we love and respect. Judas, who betrayed the Lord
Jesus and handed him over to be crucified, was one of the twelve
disciples (see John 13:27). The apostle Paul makes it clear that if
we want to live a godly life, we will suffer persecution:

(12) In fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. 2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV)

We should expect
to suffer in this world. We should not be surprised at the attacks
of the enemy. How are we to deal with the opposition and trials
that come our way? What should be our attitude, our focus and
commitment when we face these attacks?

While Philippians
3 is not exclusively about suffering in the Christian life, it does
teach us some important truths about facing opposition and trials.
In the remaining chapters we will examine what the apostle Paul has
to teach us about dealing with the difficulties and attacks that
come our way as we seek to live and walk with the Lord Jesus in a
sinful world.






For
Consideration:

* What does the
Scripture teach us about the reality of suffering and trials for
the believer? What are some examples of believers who suffered in
the Bible?

* Why should we
not be surprised that the enemy would want to hinder us in our walk
and commitment to the Lord Jesus?

* Why do you
suppose some believers seem to suffer more than others?

For Prayer:

Father God, I
recognize today that you have called me to a life of godliness and
holiness. This is a life that Satan hates. I see from this chapter
that those who live godly lives will often suffer persecution. I
recognize that I am in the midst of a spiritual battle and that
Satan is seeking to oppose what You are doing in me. Today I make
it my commitment to seek You and Your heart. I ask that you would
strengthen me in the midst of opposition. Give me courage to face
the enemy. Give me grace to resist without giving in. Teach me
through the exposition of your Word in this book how to live a
victorious Christian life for Your glory.







Chapter 2 –
PRIORITIES


(7) But
whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of
Christ. (8) What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake I have lost all things. I con-sider them rubbish, that I may
gain Christ. Philippians 3:7-8 (NIV)

Much of the
suffering and pain we experience in life is the result of losing
the things we treasure most. We don’t take the loss of our
treasures lightly. The treasures I speak about here are not
necessarily earthly wealth and possessions. These are not the only
things we value in life. Who among us doesn’t value our reputation
or our ability to make a difference in this world? We all want to
feel useful? We hold our ministries, families and friends in high
esteem. We experience deep pain when these are stripped from
us.

The Psalmist often
cried out in pain when people slandered his name or tarnished his
reputation. We agonize when God takes away our loved ones. We fight
with God to hang on to the things we value most. We surrender them
with great difficulty. We wonder at the story of Abraham, who took
up his knife to kill his son in obedience to the command of God. In
a materialistic world, priorities can often be misplaced. In a
humanistic world, we value our strength and wisdom and fail to see
our need of God. All too often the things
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