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	Charles came into the world at Buckingham Palace at 9:14 p.m. on November 14, 1948. The first child of Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, and Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, he arrived while his maternal grandfather, George VI, was on the throne. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher, christened him at the palace on December 15, 1948. When his grandfather died and his mother was crowned Queen Elizabeth II in 1952, Charles became heir apparent. As the sovereign's eldest son, he at once took on the titles Duke of Cornwall, Duke of Rothesay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles, and Great Steward of Scotland, along with the title of The Prince. He was also present at his mother's coronation in Westminster Abbey on June 2, 1953. 

	Catherine Peebles was chosen to oversee the early schooling of Charles and his younger siblings Anne, Andrew, and Edward within Buckingham Palace, which was customary for upper-class children. Yet Charles was the first heir apparent educated this way, since in 1955 Buckingham Palace announced that he would go to school instead of having a private tutor. He started classes at Hill House School in west London on November 7, 1956. Its founder and headmaster, Stuart Townend, gave him no special treatment; when he proposed that the Queen mother have Charles trained in football, his reasoning was that the boys showed respect to nobody on the football field. Charles went on to two schools his father had attended: Cheam Preparatory School in Berkshire, England, from 1958, and Gordonstoun in northeast Scotland, from April 1962. 

	In Jonathan Dimbleby's authorized 1994 biography of Prince Charles, Elizabeth and Philip appeared as parents who were distant, both physically and emotionally. Philip was charged with dismissing Charles's sensitive nature and forcing him toward Gordonstoun, where he suffered bullying. Charles described the school's curriculum, famed for its harshness, as "difficult" and called the school "Colditz in kilts," but he later came to admire it, observing that it had taught him "a great deal about myself and my unique strengths and limitations." It taught me to take the initiative and accept challenges." In a 1975 interview, he said he was "pleased" to have gone to Gordonstoun and that the "toughness of the place" had been "greatly overstated." In 1966, Charles spent two terms at the Timbertop campus of Geelong Grammar School in Victoria, Australia. He journeyed to Papua New Guinea with his history teacher, Michael Collins Persse. In 1973, Charles said his period at Timbertop was the most enjoyable part of his schooling. Once back at Gordonstoun, he followed his father by becoming head boy. He finished in 1967 with six GCE O-levels at grade B and two A-levels at grade C, in history and French. Speaking of his early schooling, Charles said, "I didn't like school as much as I could have, but that's because I'm happier and satisfied at home than anywhere else in the world." 

	Charles broke with royal custom a second time when, having completed his A-levels, he went to university rather than joining the British Armed Forces. He was admitted to Trinity College, Cambridge, in October 1967, and read archaeology and anthropology for the first part of the Tripos before changing to history for the second. In his second year, he studied Welsh history and language at the University College of Wales in Aberystwyth. On June 23, 1970, the University of Cambridge granted him a 2:2 Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree, making him the first British heir to earn a university degree. Cambridge conferred a Master of Arts (MA Cantab) on him on August 2, 1975. At Cambridge, the Master of Arts is an academic rank, not a postgraduate degree.

	Prince of Wales

	Charles received the titles Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester on July 26, 1958, yet his formal investiture did not take place until July 1, 1969, when his mother placed the coronet on his head at Caernarfon Castle in a ceremony shown on television. In 1970 he took his seat in the House of Lords, and he gave his maiden speech there in June 1974, the first time a Prince had done so since the future King Edward VII in 1884. He addressed the chamber a second time in 1975. His public workload grew further as he founded the Prince's Trust in 1976 and traveled to the United States in 1981. Around the middle of the 1970s, Charles showed interest in becoming Governor-General of Australia, an idea put forward by Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser. Because the public did not back the plan, it was never carried out. Charles commented, "So, what are you expected to believe when you are willing to assist but are told you are unwelcome?"

	Military training and career

	Charles joined both the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force, continuing a tradition set by his father, his grandfather, and two of his great-grandfathers. In his second year at Cambridge, he asked for and was given Royal Air Force instruction, learning to pilot the Chipmunk with the Cambridge University Air Squadron. On March 8, 1971, he flew to the Air Force College Cranwell to be trained as a jet pilot. Once the graduation ceremony was over in September, he signed up for a six-week course at the Royal Naval College Dartmouth, which marked the start of his naval career. Next he served on the guided-missile destroyer HMS Norfolk between 1971 and 1972, and then on the frigates HMS Minerva and HMS Jupiter from 1972 to 1973. (1974). In 1974 Charles qualified as a helicopter pilot at RNAS Yeovilton and afterward joined 845 Naval Air Squadron, based on HMS Hermes. He stopped flying following a 1994 crash landing of a BAe 146 on Islay, in which an investigation board found the crew to have been negligent.

	On February 9, 1976, Charles took command of the coastal minesweeper HMS Bronington, where he spent the last ten months of his active service in the UK navy.

	Official duties of Charles

	In 2008, The Daily Telegraph described Charles as the "most diligent member of the royal family." He carried out 560 formal engagements in 2008 and 499 in 2010, and in 2011 the figure came close to 600.

	In his role as Prince of Wales, Charles took on official tasks on behalf of the Queen. He presided over investitures and went to the funerals of foreign dignitaries. He traveled to Wales often, devoting a full week of commitments to it every summer and appearing at major national occasions such as the opening of the Senedd. While he led the Royal Collection Trust, its six trustees convened three times a year.

	In 1970 Charles went to Bermuda to mark the 350th anniversary of the Bermuda Parliament. He also stood in for the Queen at independence ceremonies in Fiji in 1970, the Bahamas in the middle of 1973, Papua New Guinea in 1975, Zimbabwe in 1980, and Brunei in 1984.

	Christopher John Lewis, who had shot a .22-caliber bullet at the Queen in 1981, tried in 1983 to break out of a mental institution so that he could shoot Charles, who was then touring New Zealand with Diana and William. In January 1994, while Charles was in Australia for Australia Day, David Kang fired two shots from a starter pistol in his direction, protesting the situation of several hundred Cambodian asylum seekers held in detention camps. In 1995 Charles became the first member of the extended royal family to make an official visit to the Republic of Ireland. In 1997 he again acted for the Queen, at the Hong Kong handover ceremony, where he read out her message to the people of Hong Kong: "Britain is part of the history of Hong Kong, and Hong Kong is part of the history of Britain. We are also invested in one another's future."

	In 2000, Charles revived the custom of the Prince of Wales keeping an official harpist, a step meant to foster Welsh talent on the harp, Wales's national instrument. He and the Duchess of Cornwall also set aside one week each year for Scotland, where he acts as patron to a range of organizations. Since he holds membership in the Canadian Armed Forces, he is kept informed of troop activities and can visit the troops in Canada or overseas to take part in ceremonies. In 2001 he laid a wreath made from French battlefield plants on the Canadian Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and in 1981 he had become patron of the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum. At the funeral of Pope John Paul II in 2005, Prince Charles accidentally shook hands with Zimbabwe's President, Robert Mugabe, who was seated beside him. Charles's office subsequently released a statement: "The Prince of Wales was taken by surprise and unable to avoid shaking hands with Mr. Mugabe. The Prince hates the existing regime in Zimbabwe. He has contributed to the Zimbabwe Defence and Aid Fund, which assists those oppressed by the government. Recently, the Prince also met with Pius Ncube, the archbishop of Bulawayo and an ardent government critic." In November 2001, during an official visit to Latvia, the teenager Alina Lebedeva slapped Prince Charles across the face
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