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A Note From Carin: 
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DEAREST READER, ﻿
﻿Thank you for joining me on this journey to one of our most beloved literary destination: Pemberley. As a young girl I often wondered about the lives of the Bennet family and also of Mr. Darcy, imagining them in day-to-day life just going about their business. I spent many a summer day in my curled up in my tree house enamored with this love story for the ages. As years have gone by, too many for me to admit to, I must confess I remain enamored to this day. My intent in writing this sweet variation of these classic characters is to remain true to the spirit of Ms. Austen while delving deeper into the courtship of dear Lizzy and our stoic-yet-romantic hero Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy. Lizzy is a woman of strong character and deeply held morals and this series explores her engagement through a series of letters between Longbourn and Pemberley. Through these communications, she is able to discern Darcy’s servant-heart through his devotion to God, his family, and their future marriage. This knowledge reassures Lizzy, and allows her time to prayerfully examine what it means to submit to him as a Godly woman, lean on him and to confidently allow him to guide her as her future husband. I envision these short serials as little snippets of redeeming content that allows us to celebrate the sacred gift of Marriage in a new lens, with the beautiful backdrop that Jane Austen created for us. ﻿
May you enjoy this short collection of eleven letters set during the engagement of Darcy and Lizzy. 
﻿﻿﻿Brightest Blessings, 

Carin Grace
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Miss Elizabeth Bennet
Longbourn House, Meryton, Hertfordshire 
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MY DEAREST ELIZABETH, 
I trust and hope that you and your family are well and in good health since we last spoke and you gave me the honor of accepting my proposal.  I have scarce left Netherfield Park and your presence and I am wont to see you again and express to you all the sentiments of love and affection that lay on my heart for you and our coming marriage
It is my dearest hope that we might correspond during this, our engagement, so that we might know each other even better. 
I have only just informed my sister of our glad tidings and she has beseeched me most ardently to express to you the depths of her affection and excitement for our coming nuptials. She is anxiously awaiting your next visit so that she may congratulate us both in person and host a small gathering of friends to celebrate. I confess, dear Elizabeth, I wish that the next opportunity to gaze upon your face would come with much haste. 
Just this yesterday morn I was walking in the early dawn through the expansive gardens of Pemberley and I happened upon the most perfect specimen of rose in full bloom, brightly showing it’s face to the world despite the early hour. The vitality and beauty of this lone rose far outshown the others around it for it was the only one brave enough for the early morning. It reminded me of you and I wished I could show you. You are my rose, dear Elizabeth. 
I hope you will grant me the boon of hearing from you often. Tell me of your health and amusements and the books you are reading. Every word or moment of affection will be a comfort and a joy for me. I pray often that you are well and that your heart knows the steadfastness in which I love you. 
Yours most sincerely,
Fitzwilliam Darcy
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Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy
Pemberley Estate, Lambton, Derbyshire
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DEAR DARCY, 
Thank you for your letter. I have read it not less than a hundred times since receiving it and each time it brings me new joy and assurance that your affection for me is true and our marriage will be one of great love and contentment. 
My family and I are very well, thank you for inquiring. My father and mother both request I pass along their good wishes to you. I am honored and deeply touched that your dear sister would think of me thus. I look forward most fondly to the day when I too may call her my sister. Please do pass along my love to her. 
You flatter me greatly, dear sir, with your eloquent prose and sentimental affections. I fear I am no poet to match your prodigious skill. I must trust that you know that you are most warmly cherished, despite my lack of lyrical ability. You compare me to the bravest new rose in your garden and I cannot in good conscience allow you to compare me as such. I am no rose of perfect beauty!  The closest person I know of that description would be my dearest sister Jane. Rather, if you must describe me as flora, perhaps you might think of me as spearmint instead—and know that my warm sentiments follow you throughout the day. 
I, too, hope for the pleasure of corresponding with you further in the coming weeks and months. Exchanging such regular letters will allow us both to satisfy our own curiosities about one another before we wed. I wish to know you better, my dear Darcy, so that we might start our marriage as companions with friendship and domestic felicity. It is my wish that you feel free to address me as Lizzy, should it please you. 
––––––––
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WITH WARMTH AND SINCERE affection, 
Your Lizzy
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