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			How to Lead Your Wayward Children Back to the Lord

			The subject of this booklet is how to bring your wayward children back to the Lord. I do not mean little children; I mean children who are already grown and away from home, from teenagers to old people. They may be into drugs, alcohol, sex, or homosexuality. 

			You may feel responsible for your children’s rebellion. That might be true, but feeling like a failure the rest of your life will not fix the situation.

			First, my qualifications. I am now 89 years old. I was married for 58 and a half years before Bessie went to be with the Lord six years ago. We have four children (three sons and a daughter), fifteen grandchildren, and 26 great-grandchildren. It looks to me like everyone is walking in the light. 

			The basis for my teaching is first from the Bible, then observing other families who seemed to do it right, then my own experience as a parent, and sixty years of giving both preventative and corrective teaching to families. 

			In homes where there is child abuse, divorced parents, alcohol or drugs in the family, the reasons for children rebelling are obvious. There is a common thread to all of these examples: the child is not loved or thinks he is not loved. He may not have a measuring stick to find out how short he is on love, but he knows he has been short-changed. He needs more love. His rebellion may start in junior high, or he may wait until he leaves home or is in college. 

			However, similar rebellion also happens when there are no drugs, abuse, or divorce in the home. It happens in evangelical families, when three out of four kids seem to be walking in the light. 

			There are many effective ministries to wild kids from dysfunctional non-Christian families: Youth for Christ, Young Life, and others (to their parents). There do not seem to be as many ministries to the wayward children of Christian parents. This essay is addressed to these families, to the parents and brothers and sisters of wayward children.

			Here are two portions of Scripture that have to do with the goodness and badness of children:

			Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. (Exod. 20:5-6 KJV)

			Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations. (Deut. 7:9)

			In non-Christian families, it is easy to find examples of three or four generations where the iniquity of the fathers has been visited upon them. For Christian families who love and obey God, there is a promise of showing lovingkindness to a thousand generations. However, we do not see the results of the promise to the same degree. We see children or grandchildren going out into the world away from Christian families. This would not have happened if their parents had loved God and obeyed His commands.

			Some parents will say they do not understand their child’s rebellion, because “We did everything right,” or, “We think we did everything right. It is the fault of our son or daughter.” That is a possibility, but it is not likely, because the promise of a thousand generations is given on the condition of parents loving and obeying God. 

			See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction. (Mal. 4:5-6)

			And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. (Luke 1:17)

			The Angel Gabriel identified the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy to be John the Baptist when he told Zacharias that Zacharias’ wife would be pregnant and have a son. “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17). If the hearts of the children are not turned to the fathers, and the hearts of the fathers are not turned to the children, the land might be smitten with a curse. John the Baptist was given the assignment to turn their hearts. 

			If we turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers, we find that the results today are the same as they were in the New Testament times. 

			In Luke 15, Jesus tells three stories. The first story was a lost sheep, a dumb animal. “Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent’” (Luke 15:3-7).

			The second story was a lost coin, an inanimate object. “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:8-10).

			The third story was a prodigal son, a willful, rebellious child.

			Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.’

			“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

			“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.

			“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

			“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

			“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.” (Luke 15:11-24)

			When the son is found, his father throws a party. The point of all three stories is the party. There is a party in heaven when a sinner responds. 

			The moral of the third story is not for the father to wait for the son to come to the end of himself and return. This might happen if you are a godly father. If you are not a godly father and your son comes to the end of himself, he will not think of coming back to you, because you are the reason he left. He will think that there is nothing to come back to except more unlove.

			In order to get yourself ready for this major ministry of reconciling your children to yourself and to God, you will need to admit and then confess your sin to God. Confessing your sins if you are a Christian or receiving Christ if you are not a Christian are the prerequisites to reaching your wayward children.

			Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. (Col. 3:21)

			Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Eph. 6:4)

			If you have ever provoked your children to anger, it was a sin that needs to be confessed. If you have ever exasperated your children to the point that they have gotten discouraged, that sin must also be confessed. If you have not brought your children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, instead of feeling guilty for not fulfilling your responsibilities as a father, confess these actions to God and be forgiven. If you have raised your voice to your wife and the children heard you, you made your children insecure. If your children have heard you and your spouse arguing, that should be confessed to God. These sins must be confessed. 

			After you are back in the joy and love of the Lord, ask God how you can express love to the children who are away from the Lord. Do not express it with the Gospel. That has to happen, but not right now, unless he asks for it. He needs to know that he is loved first.

			It is also possible that you were not or are not a Christian. If that is so, then come to the Father by Jesus Christ. When you have come to the Father, you will experience these things:

			
					Twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years of sins are instantly forgiven.

					You will have the fruit of the Spirit in your life and have the power to live an obedient life.

					You have a certainty of heaven when you die. 

			

			What next? First, read Saturation Love (included as a separate essay at the end of this booklet) and put it into practice. If there is a possibility that you as parents, one or both, have not given saturation love to each of your children as they were growing up or even after they are adults, then consider it and recognize it if it is so.

			There are reasons for not giving this saturation love: I was working two jobs; I was too tired; the kids demanded more attention and love than I had time for. Whatever the reason, your child recognized it. Whether it was true or not, in his perception he was not loved enough. He thought it then, and he thinks it now. He needs love now, and you are the parents and the Christians to give it to him. 

			Second, read my essay on How to Maintain Joy.1

			T​hird, do not argue or fight with your spouse. If you do, confess your part of it to the Lord. Never argue in front of your children. If they hear it, it makes them insecure and worried.

			Fourth, recognize that your children were all created different from each other. Do not treat them the same. That does not mean you get to have favorites. It means recognizing that they have different needs. 

			From infancy, both boys and girls need much love and respect from both sexes of parents. If they get it, they turn out to be normal. If they do not get it, they make adjustments which show up in junior high. They are not good adjustments, but children are survivors; they do what they think is necessary to survive.

			As they get older, the girls will need more love than respect, and the boys will need respect more than they need love. How can you tell? The girls begin to flirt, and the boys begin to brag. That is a dumb way of getting love and a dumb way of getting respect. Yes, but it shows that they are not getting enough.

			Many years ago, I stayed for supper in a Christian home. The host and hostess had been a great help to me when I was a student nine years earlier. They had since adopted two children, a boy and a girl. While waiting for supper, I asked the little girl to sit on my lap. She came. There was a difficulty: I could not get her off of my lap. That told me that she did not get enough male affection in the home. I knew she would be pregnant when she was sixteen. I was wrong—she was seventeen when she became pregnant. Then she moved into the home of a lesbian. The lesbian

			
			
			
			
			
			
					Do you know who the godliest student in the school is? I got an overwhelming nodding of heads. I did not ask his/her name.

					Do you know who the next to the godliest student is? They knew!

					Do you know who the above average students are? Again, I got nodding of heads.

					Do you know who the normal students are? Yes, they knew.

					How about the below average? Again the same.

					How about the “cool kids,” the ones who manage to stay in school without getting expelled? Of course they knew.
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