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From Manuscripts to E-books.

When people see this book, they may think it is a book about writing.

It is.

But it is also a book about something much larger.

It is a book about change.

I published my first paper book in the mid-1980s. At that time, there were no e-books, no online publishing platforms, and no self-publishing services. Writers mailed manuscripts to publishers, waited for replies, and hoped their work would be accepted.

Sometimes the waiting lasted for months.

Sometimes it lasted for years.

From 1985 to 1998, I published nineteen paper books. Looking back now, those books belonged to a very different era. They were created with pens, typewriters, editors, printing presses, and countless postal stamps.

Then the world changed.

The internet arrived.

Blogs appeared.

QQ Space appeared.

WeChat arrived.

Many of my writings no longer appeared in books. Instead, they were scattered across notebooks, computers, blogs, social media platforms, and personal archives.

For many years, I continued writing, but I published very few books.

Like many people, I thought that part of my publishing journey was behind me.

I was wrong.

In late 2025, I began organizing those old writings. What started as a small project soon became something much larger. One article led to another. One memory led to another. Before long, dozens of years of experiences began finding their way back onto the page.

The publishing world had also changed beyond recognition.

Today, a writer can publish a book and make it available to readers around the world without waiting for a traditional publisher. Electronic publishing has opened doors that did not exist when I was a young author.

This book tells the story of that journey.

It tells the story of manuscripts and publishers, of libraries and book collections, of opportunities gained and opportunities missed, of rejection and persistence, and of a writer who unexpectedly found himself publishing books again in his seventies.

The stories in this book are written for ESL learners. I have tried to use clear language, practical vocabulary, and real-life experiences. My hope is that readers will not only improve their English but also enjoy the stories themselves.

For me, language has always been more than grammar and vocabulary.

Language is a bridge between people, experiences, and ideas.

And life itself is often the best textbook.

James Daniel Lee
Brisbane, Australia
2026
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Word Count: 409 words
Reading Time: 8.5 minutes
When I checked my Kindle dashboard this morning（05.09.2026）， I suddenly saw something exciting:

One order.

It was only one book, but it meant a lot to me.

That small number immediately reminded me of something that happened more than forty years ago.

In the early 1980s, I received my very first payment for writing. It was only 80 cents.

Today, 80 cents may sound like almost nothing. But at that time, I was extremely happy.

Why?

Because it was not just about the money.

It was the first time someone was willing to pay for my writing. It was the first time I truly felt that my words were being read by real people.

But those 80 cents did not come easily.

Before receiving that payment, I had already received a whole box of rejection letters.

Sometimes, I mailed an article out and it quickly came back rejected. Some envelopes were even wrinkled and damaged after traveling through the mail.

In those days, there were no computers, no internet, and certainly no AI tools.

Everything was written, revised, and mailed by hand.

So I kept rewriting.

I kept thinking, correcting, polishing, and sending my articles out again and again.

That is why the 80-cent payment became so meaningful to me.

It felt like someone was finally saying:

「 Your writing is worth reading.」

Now, many years later, the world has completely changed.

Today, I live overseas and spend time learning about digital publishing platforms like Kindle, D2D, Apple Books, and Kobo. Some of my books are even slowly entering markets in countries like France and Germany.

The publishing world is very different now.

But the feeling inside a writer has not changed very much.

When I saw that small number 「 1」 on my Kindle dashboard this morning, I still felt excited.

Because somewhere in the world, someone had opened one of my books.

Maybe that person does not know me.

Maybe they simply found the book by accident.

Maybe they only wanted to read a few pages.

But to a writer, that is already something precious.

In life, the hardest step is often not going from 1 to 100.

It is going from 0 to 1.

From handwritten manuscripts and rejection letters...

To Kindle dashboards and global ebook platforms...

From an 80-cent payment slip...

To one small order on Amazon...

The world has changed.

But the joy of being truly read has remained the same.

Questions

1、(  ) Why was the writer so happy about the 80 cents?


A、 Because 80 cents was a large amount of money
B、 Because it was his first payment for writing
C、 Because he wanted to buy books
D、 Because he won a competition

2、 (  ) What happened before the writer received the payment?


A、 He became famous immediately
B、 He stopped writing for a long time
C、 He received many rejection letters
D、 He moved to another country

3、(  ) According to the passage, how were articles prepared in the past?


A、 With AI tools
B、 On smartphones
C、 By hand
D、 Through social media

4、 (  ) What does the 「 1」 on the Kindle dashboard represent?


A、 One page read
B、 One review
C、 One new book uploaded
D、 One completed order

5、(  )  What is the main idea of the passage?


A、 Writing is an easy way to make money
B、 Technology has made writers unnecessary
C、 Small beginnings can have great meaning
D、 Old publishing methods were better
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From Rejection Letters to Global Publishing (Part 1)
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​2、 The Days of Stamps and Manuscripts
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Word Count: 601 words
Reading Time: 12 minutes
Many young people today can hardly imagine how people submitted articles in the past.

At that time, there was no internet.
There was no email.
There was certainly no AI.
Everything had to be sent by mail.

Most articles were first written on special manuscript paper. Each page had about 300 small squares. One Chinese character had to fit neatly into one square. You could not write carelessly, and you could not make too many corrections.

If you made mistakes, you often had to copy the whole page again.

Sometimes it took several evenings just to rewrite a manuscript neatly before sending it out.

That was why people in China used to call writing 「 climbing the squares.」

After finishing an article, we carefully placed the papers into large brown envelopes, pasted stamps on them, and mailed them to publishers, magazines, or newspapers.

At that time, there was also an important rule:

「 You must not send the same article to different publishers.」

In other words, one article could only be sent to one place.

So submitting an article felt a little like gambling.

Once the manuscript was mailed out, all you could do was wait.

Sometimes I waited for one or two months.
Sometimes half a year.
Sometimes there was no reply at all.
Young people today may become nervous if they do not get a reply after three days. But in those days, waiting itself was simply part of life.

One of the most familiar
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