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ON TOP OF THE WORLD
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ONE Direction are the hottest band on the planet. Ever since these five lads exploded on to the scene in 2010, they have blasted the cobwebs off the pop world. The whole globe knows exactly who One Direction are. Niall Horan, Zayn Malik, Liam Payne, Harry Styles and Louis Tomlinson are, without doubt, the biggest thing to hit the music business for decades. In just three short years, they’ve done what even legendary bands like The Beatles and The Rolling Stones never did: two albums straight in at number one in the US plus amazing sales around the globe. No band has ever cracked the world in such a short amount of time. With that kind of success behind them, it would be easy for the guys to stand still or get complacent, but they are determined to carry on growing, both artistically and personally. “We want our music to grow with us,” says Zayn. With the incredible talent, drive and strength of character that One Direction have shown so far, there’s no doubt that the sky’s the limit, and their story has still only just begun…


GOING THE DISTANCE

Sometimes it’s easy to forget just how far One Direction have come…
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IT’S hard to believe, but at the beginning of 2010, the lads of One Direction didn’t even know each other. Niall, Zayn, Harry, Liam and Louis all auditioned separately for the seventh season of The X Factor. Inspiration struck judges Simon Cowell and Nicole Scherzinger, who put the five guys into a band and the story began. Since then, One Direction have ushered in a new era of pop. Their Up All Night album stormed charts all over the world, and they were the first UK act to open at No.1 in the US Billboard charts with their debut album. One Direction–mania had begun.

Their second album, Take Me Home, was one of the most hotly anticipated releases ever. Questions buzzed around the guys. Would it, could it, be as good as their first? There was a pretty obvious answer. No group was going to have such a large impact and then simply disappear. Sure enough, the album was a smash hit the world over. As Niall says, “When you make the second album, I think the thing to do is to outdo your first album. Personally, I think we’ve done that.”

They certainly had. The lads have every reason to be proud of the album. It took the band to the top of the charts and to new heights all over the world. In fact, hearing that One Direction have broken a music record is starting to feel like déjà vu! They’ve sold out worldwide tours, have over 45 million followers on Twitter, played at the 2012 Olympics Games Closing Ceremony, won countless awards and even hold a Guinness World Record.

Still, none of the band expected this to happen, or realized just how big One Direction would become. They’ve achieved so much in a short period of time and they’re very grateful to everyone who’s helped them along the way. “We have an incredible team of people around us who have helped us achieve this,” says Liam.

And of course, the guys haven’t forgotten the most important people who got them here. “We just want to say a massive thanks to all the fans who supported us,” says Harry. “We can send tweets and thank them, but 140 characters is never going to be enough to say how much it means.”


EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW!

The lads sit down for a well-earned break and a good old gossip!
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You’ve been on a massive tour this year. Do you prefer performing live or recording in the studio?
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HARRY: I prefer touring because it’s more fun. We all get to hang out with each other loads and we get to see the fans!

LIAM: Both, actually. They’re both the best parts of the job. Probably a bit more of the recording side, now. We’ve been working on the third album and Louis and I have written a song that feels really good. I love the creative process.

NIALL: Touring, definitely. I do like both, but I like the routine of touring and the fact that all you have to worry about is the show.

LOUIS: Recording is really, really fun, but the nice thing about touring is that you have a bit of a routine. We have more of a schedule to stick to.

ZAYN: I love recording, simply because it’s quite chilled out and we get to be creative. But touring is amazing as well, so it’s hard to pick one. Can I have both?
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Which song do you most like to perform?
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LIAM: I really enjoy “C’mon, C’mon,” because the crowd love it and they always sing it back to us.

LOUIS: “Loved You First.”

HARRY: I really enjoy performing “Kiss You,” “She’s Not Afraid” and “Little Things.” We never get bored of any songs when we are on tour, because we are able to mix things up each evening.

NIALL: On the Take Me Home tour it was “Heart Attack” and “C’mon, C’mon.”

ZAYN: “Tell Me a Lie” and “More Than This” are both good to sing on stage.
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What was it like making your first movie, This Is Us?

[image: image]

ZAYN: Amazing and weird at the same time. It was strange having the cameras on us all of the time, but we did end up forgetting about them.

HARRY: We never imagined we’d be making a movie, so it was pretty surreal, but we had a really good laugh doing it. We’ve seen ourselves on TV many times, but being up on a cinema screen is totally different.

LIAM: It was good. The whole time we were making it, we were looking forward to seeing the final product. We really enjoyed seeing it coming together, and it’s something really personal we could share with everyone.

NIALL: It was weird because the cameras were with us every step of the way, but it was good fun.

LOUIS: Making the movie was amazing. We never thought we would be doing something like that, but it felt similar to The X Factor because we had cameras following us everywhere back then, too. It was pretty chilled out.
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Who is your favourite actor and why do you think they are so great?
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HARRY: Johnny Depp is an incredible actor. He can play
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