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Candles are one of the most recognizable tools used in Wiccan spellcasting, and indeed in most magickal systems around the world.

Whether it has been to provide light in a dark home or as a source of heat, burning candles in their various forms have helped our ancestors thrive.

It is with these wonderful properties of candles that we can use them in our Wicca practice. For those unfamiliar with Wicca, it is a religion based in the philosophy of oneness with nature. Its core belief is of respect for Mother Nature and of discovering our place within her. How far you take your Wiccan practice in your own life is an individual choice, which is another core tenant of the Wiccan religion.

Wiccan Spellcasting includes the rituals and techniques we can perform to influence Mother Nature. These spells are cast with intentions to influence energy in the world, and we physically release natural energy through various means to do so.

Candles represent the embodiment of physical change. We use them broadly by filling them with our intentions, and then releasing this energy through the act of burning. It is for this ritual reason that Candles are so beloved as a Wiccan spellcasting tool. 

In this book you will learn the magickal properties of candles. You will learn how to cleanse your candles of energy, so that your candles are ready to receive your intentions. You will learn various methods to charge and infuse your candles with your intention. And with the step by step spells in the second part of this book, you will learn various creative and easy-to-cast spells, all performed with household items, the humble candle and a matchstick.

I hope at the conclusion of this book, you will have all the knowledge and confidence to cast your own Wicca candle spells. Are you ready to immerse yourself in the wonderful world of candle spellcasting?
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Magickal Candles
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Just what is it about candles that are so magickal?

Humans have been making and using candles for thousands of years, in one form or another, and they have acquired powerful cultural meaning.

Imagine for a moment our ancestors, having no electricity, heating or lighting. How did they survive in their dark homes? Candles in their various forms, provided light so that our ancestors could continue to live well after the sun went down. Candles and their flames remind us of our connection with the earth. After all, that is where we used to source fire – from materials grown out of the earth. Candles’ glowing flames are reminiscent of campfires that meant the difference between life and death for our ancestors. In essence, you could say that Candles are a reminder of the very humble connection we have with Mother Nature.

But candles are also practical as a source of fire and light – two of Mother Nature’s very important elements. Candles are affordable, easy to acquire, and simple to use. The fact that you can see a candle transforming through the melting process also gives them a psychological power for spell casting—you can literally see the energy and the magick at work. The transformation of the wax into wispy smoke. The burning candle represents the melting away of obstacles, or the transformation of our situations. If you light candles that burn completely away, it is powerful to see the candle literally transform into nothing as their energies are released into the world. Even if candles do not burn completely away, seeing the wick burn down and the remnants of the candle transformed into something so very different from the original shape is a strong reminder that intentions are now out in the world and the remnants a sign of transformation to come.

One reason that candles have a long history in spellcasting is because they employ the element of fire, which is widely seen as an element of transformation and change. As the candle burns down and melts away, the spells that we infuse in them begins to take effect. Candles are also easy to customize and combine with other elements of spellcasting, such as stones, symbols of sigils, herbs, and oils. Candles also come in a variety of shapes, sizes, styles, scents, and colors, which makes it easy to choose a candle that fits your spellcasting needs, including bringing in the power of scent and color magick.

We will cover a range of these variables in this book, but there are so many possibilities when it comes to modifying your candles. In fact, new ways to use candles and other spellcasting tools are being discovered even in this modern age. So always seek to broaden your Wiccan practice. As our souls, bodies and understanding never cease expanding, so should our knowledge.
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Choosing Candles for Spellcasting
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As well as candle colors, there are other aspects of candles such as their shape, their scents and their container to consider.

As mentioned, candle spellcasting is one of the most accessible types of Wiccan spellcasting. The reason being you do not need many tools to begin. And the tools you do need are affordable and easy to find.

While you can of course set up far more ornate altars, use a host of ritual tools, or even make your own candles for spellcasting, the essentials of what you need are a candle and something to light it with.

While some Wiccans are very particular about the tools they use for spellcasting with candles—they may only work with beeswax candles, for instance, or may insist on using matches rather than a lighter—there are no hard and fast rules about what types of candles you can use in spellcasting. Let me repeat: there are no hard and fast rules here. As Wicca is an individual practice, you can tailor your spells to suit you. Therefore, knowledge is key. Trust your intuition and your preferences as you choose your tools for performing candle spellwork.

Clearly, the most important tool you’ll need for Wicca spellcasting is the candle itself. There are many different types of candles you can choose, and the candle you choose will likely depend a great deal on the type of spell you are performing.

Properties of Wax

You may be glad to hear that no one type of wax is more magickally effective than any other. So your choice of candle waxes comes down to your personal preference, what is available or in stock, what fits your budget, and perhaps what is most practical to burn at home.

Candles are made from a number of different types of waxes, and you may want to consider this when acquiring candles.

Candles made of 100% paraffin wax are often preferred, because these will melt away entirely and leave you with only the wick holder to dispose of.

Candles made of soy wax burn at a lower temperature, and are a good choice if you plan to use the hot wax as part of your spell (in scrying spells, for instance).

However, most commercial candles are made of a mix of palm wax and other waxes. Palm wax burns very hot, so extra care should be taken when you work with a palm wax candle.

Beeswax candles are also an option, though these are expensive and can burn somewhat unpredictably.

Candle Colors

Color magick has a long history, and bringing the energy of color to your spell can add some extra power. You may wish to choose a colored candle for your spellwork for this reason.

For example, choose red for love, green for money, blue for healing, or black for banishing. The list of colors and their meaning is rather extensive, and because of this I have added an extra chapter on all their meanings
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