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    The Gap Between Gift and Vessel

    The gift can work while you're broken.

That's what nobody tells you when the calling comes. They teach you how to operate the gift. They show you the protocol, the posture, the language. But nobody sits you down and says: the gift will function even when your character hasn't caught up yet. And that gap, between what you carry and who you are, can cost you more than you realize.

I grew up in church. I knew how to do church well, even with dirty hands. I could deliver a word that shifted a room. I could step into a prophetic flow and feel the accuracy of it, the weight of it, the way it moved through me like something larger than myself. The gift was real. Nobody questioned that.

But I didn't know how to handle conflict. I didn't know how to be a healthy partner in my marriage. I didn't know how to navigate ordinary life struggles without either shutting down or performing my way through them. Outside of ministry, I was underdeveloped. And the uncomfortable truth is that I didn't fully see it, because the gift kept working. Ministry kept moving. So I kept going.

That's the trap.

When the gift performs, we take it as confirmation that we're okay. We mistake function for formation. We assume that because God is still moving through us, He must be satisfied with where we are. But God isn't just watching your ministry. He's watching you. He's watching how you handle what nobody claps for. How you treat the people closest to you. How you respond when you're tired, when you're threatened, when nobody's looking. He's more concerned about the vessel than the output.

The principle that frames everything in this book is simple: God leads you, and you lead the gift.

That order matters. God's concern isn't limited to what you do for Him on a platform. His concern is you, the whole person. And if the person isn't being developed to match the weight of the calling, there will come a moment when that gap becomes a real problem. Not just for you. For the assignment itself.

Scripture puts it plainly. In a great house there are many kinds of vessels, some for honorable use and some for less honorable use (2 Timothy 2:20). The gift doesn't determine which kind of vessel you are. Your character does. Your wholeness does. How you're doing life, not just ministry, is what determines what you're fit to carry.

I wrote this book because I went through a season that forced me to face that gap in myself. It wasn't a season I chose. God had to slow me down, pull back the activity, and bring me face to face with the underdevelopment I'd been covering with a functioning gift. It was uncomfortable. At times it was painful. And I almost wasted it.

I don't want you to waste yours.

This book is for anyone who knows the gift is real but suspects the person carrying it hasn't fully caught up yet. It's for the prophet who can read a room but can't navigate their own home. The pastor who preaches healing but is carrying wounds they've never dealt with. The minister who is functionally excellent and personally underdeveloped.

This book is about you, the whole person, the vessel God is working on so that what's on the inside matches the weight of what He's placed on the outside. The gift came. Your development has to catch up.
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    God Leads You, Not Just Your Gift

    There's a version of ministry that looks incredible from the outside and is falling apart from the inside.

The gift is sharp. The anointing is real. People line up, breakthroughs happen, prophecies land with accuracy, and the room feels it every single time. By every outward measure, God is moving. And He is. But the person carrying the gift is somewhere else entirely. They're struggling with their marriage behind closed doors. They can't handle conflict without shutting down or blowing up. Their finances are a mess. Their emotional responses to ordinary life stress don't match the maturity their platform suggests. And the quiet question that never quite goes away is this: if God is really leading me, why does the rest of my life feel like it doesn't belong to the same story?

The answer to that question might be harder than expected.

God was never only leading your gift. He's been trying to lead you all along. The gift got your attention. The ministry got your schedule. But God has always been after the person.

The Heart of God

Most of us learned to read God's approval through fruit. If the gift was working, if people were being blessed, if the anointing was flowing, we assumed we were in good standing. The ministry was the evidence. The calling was the confirmation. And there's truth in that. God doesn't move through broken vessels without grace involved. The fruit is real.

But God's concern for you has never been limited to what you produce.

Scripture doesn't describe God as a talent scout who finds gifted people and deploys them. It describes a Father who forms people, shapes them, walks with them, and cares about every part of their lives, not just the ministry-facing parts. David was a shepherd before he was a king. Joseph was a prisoner before he was a ruler. Moses spent forty years in the wilderness before he stood before Pharaoh. In each case, God wasn't just positioning them for assignment. He was forming the person who would carry it.

The heart of God toward you is personal. That's not a small theological nuance. It changes everything about how you read the seasons you're in.

When God slows you down, it's not always punishment. When He puts you in a place that feels smaller than your gift, it's not always a demotion. Sometimes the most significant thing God is doing in your life isn't happening on a platform. It's happening in your kitchen, in your marriage, in the quiet space between who you appear to be and who you actually are.

He cares about that gap. He's been caring about it longer than you've been aware of it.

When the Gift Performs While the Person Struggles

I grew up in church. I knew how to do church well, even with dirty hands.

That's not something most people say out loud, but it's honest, and this book has no room for anything less than that. The gift operated. People were blessed. The anointing was present. And at the same time, I didn't know how to handle conflict. I didn't know how to navigate the weight of marriage, the stress of life outside the sanctuary, or the parts of being a human being that the gift couldn't carry for me. I was functioning at a high level in the prophetic and struggling at a basic level in my personal life, and for a while, I let the ministry cover for the gap.

That's possible to do. That's the uncomfortable truth.

You can prophesy with accuracy and not know how to have a hard conversation. You can move in power and still be controlled by fear. You can operate in spiritual authority and have no real authority over your own emotional responses. The gift doesn't require your wholeness in order to function. God's grace is broad enough that He moves through imperfect people. But that grace isn't a sign that the gap doesn't matter. It's a sign that He's patient with the process.

The danger is when we mistake the gift's activity for God's full approval of how we're living. When the ministry is working, we stop asking whether the person is working too. We let the platform become the mirror, and that mirror only shows one angle.

There were things operating in my life that I hadn't dealt with. Patterns I hadn't examined. Responses that were more temperament than character. Wounds I hadn't processed. The gift kept going while I stayed in place, and I didn't notice how far behind the rest of me had fallen until God made it impossible to keep going at the same pace.

That stop wasn't an accident. It was intentional. And it was the most important thing that ever happened to my development.

What God-Led Actually Means

When we say "God is leading me," we usually mean He's guiding our steps, opening doors, directing the ministry, and ordering the assignment. That's all true. But it's incomplete.

Being God-led means He's leading the whole person. The version of you that shows up at the altar and the version of you that shows up at the dinner table are both under His leadership. The part of you that operates under anointing on Sunday and the part of you that responds to stress on Monday are both His concern. He doesn't have a ministry version of you that He cares about and a personal version of you that He ignores. It's one person, and He's interested in all of it.

This is where many gifted people get tangled up. We've learned to follow God's leading in ministry. We've built sensitivity to His voice in the prophetic, in prayer, in the flow of the Spirit. But following God in the rest of life, in how we treat people, in how we handle money, in how we resolve conflict, in how we respond to opposition, that can feel less spiritual. Less significant. Like it belongs to a different category.

It doesn't belong to a different category.

The spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet (1 Corinthians 14:32). That verse is usually taught in the context of order in corporate worship, and that teaching is correct. But it carries a broader truth. The gifted person is responsible for governing themselves. The gift doesn't get to override your personhood, your character, or your choices. You don't get to check out of the responsibility of being a full human being just because a spiritual gift is operating through you. God leads you. You lead the gift.

This means that how you steward your inner life is not separate from your calling. It is part of it.

What does it look like when God is actually leading you, not just your ministry? It looks like His hand on your character, not just your calendar. It looks like Him bringing situations into your life that don't feel like ministry but are absolutely part of your formation. Conflict that won't go away until you learn how to handle it. Relationships that require you to stay when everything in you wants to move. Seasons of silence where the gift seems quieter so your person can catch up.

A lot of people misread those seasons. They think God has stepped back. He hasn't. He's just working in a different room.

The Cost of Prioritizing Gift Over Person

Every gift carries a weight. The greater the gift, the greater the weight it puts on the vessel carrying it. When the vessel hasn't been developed to match that weight, something eventually gives.

This isn't a theological concept to consider. It's a pattern that shows up in the lives of people who operate in significant spiritual gifts without doing the work of personal development alongside it.

The cost shows up in different places for different people. For some it's relational. The gift can navigate a room full of strangers but can't sustain the kind of vulnerability that close relationships require. The prophetic is sharp for others but turned off at home. Marriage suffers. Friendships don't last. People are drawn to the gift and then slowly realize they can't get to the actual person, because the person hasn't grown into someone who knows how to be known.

For others the cost shows up in leadership. A gifted person gets elevated into leadership roles because the gift is undeniable, but the character isn't there to hold the weight. Decisions get made from unhealed places. Authority gets wielded with the kind of edge that comes from unresolved pain. Loyalty becomes about access to the gift rather than genuine relationship. And eventually, the structure that was built around the gift begins to crack because the person at the center of it wasn't built to hold what the gift attracted.

For some the cost shows up internally. The person lives in a split state, spiritually significant and personally empty, carrying others publicly and unable to be carried privately. That kind of weight without personal wholeness leads to a specific kind of burnout that doesn't just tire you out. It hollows you out.

And then there's the cost that







Moving Forward from Here









  
  Mantle Health
OEBPS/nav.xhtml
Contents

		The Gap Between Gift and Vessel


        		God Leads You, Not Just Your Gift


        		You Lead the Gift, Not Vice Versa


        		Character That Matches the Calling


        		Wholeness Beyond the Platform


        		Mental Sobriety and Inner Health


        		The Intentional Stop God Places You In


        		The Vessel in the Great House


        		The Legacy You're Building





