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        L. Marie Wood has crafted an apocalyptic epistolary novella that feels like X-Files meets Donnie Darko, but with the puzzle-solving thrills of an escape room! We know something terrible happened in Rothwood, but the what and the how are murky at best.

        If it’s the Birds… We’re in Trouble is a fully immersive reading experience, delivered in the myriad forms of emails, poems, blog posts and journal entries. Interspersed among these are images of handwritten letters and notes, each complete with masking tape, smudges and stains to heighten the immersion. As readers pour over each entry, they will be met with hits of dopamine as they identify clues that make the bigger picture come just a little more into focus.

      
        What really happened in Rothwood? And what was the cause? Aliens? Zombies? Tainted meat? Some transmittable pathogen? One thing is for sure… if it’s the birds… we’re in trouble!

        STEVE VAN SAMSON, AUTHOR OF THE UNPLEASANT MISTER SNIF

      

      

      

      
        
        
        L. Marie Wood knows how to make a story get under your skin and stay with you long after you've closed the cover. If It's The Birds is a book that's shrouded in mystery and ominous from the very start. Through a series of letters, dark poetry, online messages, incident reports and public records, she weaves a unique and stylistic horror story that gradually takes hold of your curiosity and never lets go. It reads like it's alive, taking a calming breath at certain points before exhaling unnerving reveals. This is one that you'll return to several times in order to convince yourself you're not going mad.

        MARC L. ABBOTT, AWARD-WINNING HORROR AUTHOR & HWA VICE-PRESIDENT

      

      

      

      
        
        
        L. Marie Wood breaks with tradition and cracks open wonderful weirdness with If It's the Birds, We're In Trouble! Innovative and mind-bendy, Wood defies conformity with a wonderfully creepy novella!

        JONATHAN MABERRY, NY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF RED EMPIRE AND BEWILDERNESS.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        L. Marie Wood has crafted a uniquely chilling found footage read! This is an absolute masterclass in suspense and horror writing!

        DENNIS K. CROSBY, AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF DEATH’S LEGACY

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you like a slow burn, a peeling away of layers that have their own secret code, this is the book for you.

        K. CERES WRIGHT, AUTHOR OF COG

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If It's The Birds, We're in Trouble is a terrifying look at the collapse of society. It's like watching a train wreck, but being unable to look away because the prose is so beautiful, the suspense keeps you strapped into position, frozen by the absolute horror of it all. You don't want to look away and when it's over, you'll want to read it again.

        NICOLE GIVENS KURTZ, AUTHOR OF THE SPIRIT ROOM: A SOUTHERN GOTHIC

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        With astounding craft, Wood assembles shards of personal horrors large and small into a nightmare mosaic. One of the best and most creative--and creatively constructed--books I've read in many years. A must-read!

        MICHAEL G. WILLIAMS, AUTHOR OF CHILDREN OF SOLITUDE
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            EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Chatham County Public Library System, Rothwood Branch

      

        

      
        This file contains the account of the Rothwood Event including the only surviving historical record, transcriptions gathered from the earliest affected sites, firsthand accounts, and recovered writings from unknown origins. Classifications are labelled as follows:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Incident Reports
      

      	
        Public Record
      

      	
        Assorted Writings
      

      	
        Appendix
      

      

      

      
        
        Public Record

        This section includes media such as:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Historical Record
      

      	
        Notices (Internal and External)
      

      	
        Articles (Online and Print)
      

      	
        Podcast/Radio Transcripts
      

      	
        Blog Posts
      

      	
        Social Media
      

      	
        Comments from various media
      

      

      

      
        
        Assorted Writings Classifications

        Documents and materials with the label Assorted Writings are unofficial. They have been separated into two types:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Type 1 – Cogent, Lucid, Logical
      

      

      

      
        
        These writings were considered to be created by healthy individuals.

      

      

      
        
          	
        Type 2 – Emotional, Impaired, Deranged
      

      

      

      
        
        These writings were considered to be created by infected individuals.

        These classifications were determined based on the tone, formatting, and style of the documents. No prior knowledge of the author’s state of mind was available for consideration. Assorted Writings may contain one or many of the attributes upon classification.

      

        

      
        Catalog

        The documents in this file were catalogued in the order that documents were discovered/received rather than adhering to a strict chronology of the event. It was determined that this manner more effectively captured the evolution of the event and would most accurately create the foundation for future study. As such, this file should be maintained as a repository to house any and all documents that relate to the Rothwood Event, including national and global extensions of such.

      

      

      
        
        This file is not to be removed from the Chatham County Public Library, Rothwood Branch for any reason. It may not be checked out nor copies of the content made.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            ASSORTED WRITINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Classification: Type 1

        Author: Unknown

        Date: Unknown

        Chatham County Public Library System, Rothwood Branch

      

      

      
        
        Chaotic discordant horrifically beautiful

        Abhorrent because it’s you

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            ASSORTED WRITINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Classification: Type 2

        Author: Unknown

        Date: Unknown

        Chatham County Public Library System, Rothwood Branch

      

      

      The odd-looking couple, a woman with a shaved head in ill-fitting clothes clinging to a desperate, wild-eyed man who was familiar somehow, kept moving, merging into the crowd, emerging from the throng, then disappearing back into it as quickly as they came. They were gone in an instant, as if they were never there in the first place. But they were there, and she spoke to me. She said the words I hoped I would never hear. As implausible as it was for this random stranger to know anything about my life, I knew, with every fiber of my being, that she did. If I knew what was good for me, I would heed the warning.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            PUBLIC RECORD

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Type: Social Media (Excerpt)

        Author: Multiple

        Date:030824

        Chatham County Public Library System, Rothwood Branch

      

        

      
        Smartkid2044 @myyouknowhat23233 – Mar 08

        Yo…the sky is green right now bro

      

        

      
        Wally Wants To Come Over @getonit1the2

        Crack is wack.

      

        

      
        Clara Likes to Knit @quiltlife229

        It’s a tornado.

      

        

      
        Smartkid2044 @myyouknowhat23233

        WTF? Cap.

      

        

      
        TigerPaw1981 @tigerpaw1981

        Somebody told me that when I was in Texas. The sky was like periwinkle or something and they said it was a tornado.

      

        

      
        Tracey Loves Cats 21 and 10 others liked your post

      

        

      
        Monty Carlo Worldwide @montycarlorules

        It’s the end of the world, dude. RUN!

      

        

      
        Wandaknowswhatsup @wandaintheknow2

        Jolly Green Giant

      

        

      
        Donovan’s WIP is FIRE @donovanauthorextra11

        I see it too. I’m in Rothwood.

      

        

      
        PetePlaysPool @polislife55

        Me too. Freaky ish. I’m in Rothwood too.

      

        

      
        Dealsgalore4u45454 @comeseemystuff45454

        Same. Rothwood. WTH?

      

        

      
        NicoleBeale2001 @nikkib01

        What’s really going on? I’m in Rothwood too and it’s scary out here.

      

        

      
        Willontop25 @willontop25

        Rothwood…we in trouble

      

        

      
        Darlabarla99 and 25 others liked your post

      

        

      
        CreeCri73 @CreeCri73

        Rothwood

      

        

      
        SamHaines80srules @repent1983

        Let go, let God? Hahaha!

      

        

      
        Vines1987 @Vines1987

        Rothwood

      

        

      
        PrettyPaul05 @PrettyPaul05

        Rothwood

      

        

      
        Charlie Puth is awesome @Carly2010

        OMG Rothwood

      

        

      
        AlexisAdams in 2026 @aadams1999

        Help

      

        

      
        AlexisAdams in 2026 and 70 others liked your post

      

        

      
        Ramoncomeon @Ramoncomeon

        Rothwood…yo

      

        

      
        ShirleyWaters1945 @Shireleywaters1945

        I’m in Rothwood too.

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Yeah, I see it too.

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Go outside and look—it’s worse.

      

        

      
        Katy4sure @katyperryfan1998

        Imma keep my happy ass inside.

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Sunny now.

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Crisis averted, right?

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Bitch almost rammed into my car! Grannies on the road SMH

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        You hearing this shit? Birds got beef.

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        #Rothwood where y’all at?

      

        

      
        DrivenDaddo @stayhungry1992

        Everything’s closed tonight. Glad I stays stocked!

      

        

      
        Reggaebaby_1998@reggaebaby_1998

        Hey, come thru…nah #gotim

      

        

      
        Reggaebaby_1998@ reggaebaby_1998

        What’s good?

      

        

      
        Monica4444heya@monicareeves21

        When do you think they’ll send supplies? They gotta do something, right?

      

        

      
        Monica4444heya@monicareeves21

        Anybody out there?

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            ASSORTED WRITINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Classification: Type 1

        Author: Unknown

        Date: Unknown

        Chatham County Public Library System, Rothwood Branch

      

      

      Call the sermon “Through the stained-glass window” or something like that. Only use King James this time.

      Start with Ephesians 6:12

      For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

      The time is now.

      This is it. The moment we have been waiting for, wishing for, afraid for. Because yes, some of you have been afraid of this moment. And that’s okay—it’s normal to be fearful—it’s human nature to worry about what it will look like, how it will feel when it happens. It’s human nature to fear the end of everything—the end of life as you know it. And unlike many, I’m not going to tell you not to feel that way. I’m not going to try to make you feel like you don’t believe, like you don’t have faith, like you didn’t do it right somehow, or that you aren’t Christian enough if you’re afraid. Day turning to night out of nowhere is something to take notice of and something to be afraid of. Rivers turning to blood is something to take notice of and fear. Seeing people you know turn into something else, something inhuman even though they still wear their human form like a suit…that is something to take notice of and fear. But the promise of the Lord says these things, what’s causing your fear, He knew all about them coming before you did. Before you wondered why Mr. Bob keeps walking outside, moving aimlessly, his eyes unseeing. He knew all about this happening before you wondered if you should eat the meat you just bought from the store, the one with a good date on it but it smelled a little funny. He said it would happen. In Matthew he said And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. (it’s Matthew 24:6 if somebody asks. Maybe say when you’re talking—play it by ear.)

      He knew this would be the way it would end.

      It’s no mistake; He’s not worried that something went wrong or that the devil has won. Mark assured us of that when he said in 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. (That’s enough quoting passages. They’ll get bored and stop listening. Think about removing one, but do not add any more.)

      He said this would happen and here we are. Scared or not, you should take solace in the fact that the Lord knew and knows all.

      I know.

      It’s bad.

      It’s real bad.

      If you read Timothy, they said it would be bad, that there would be horrible, terrible things in the last days. And really, God told us about everything that was going to happen already. We just didn’t want to hear it. He said all sorts of things, like people would love money and themselves over anything else, parents will betray their kids, and so forth. It’s all there in His Book—read it for yourself. It’s not too late. Even as we find ourselves looking up, trying to figure out what’s happening in this world, it’s not too late. Even when Revelations says His wrath has come, it is not too late.

      Do you think you hear the trumpets? Or the angels yelling, ‘Woe’? You might. That’s the reality of where we are now, friends, and I want you to know that. (Might need to add more here to soften it).

      Gather your family close. This is the time that our parents and their parents talked about, the one rumored since ancient times. He is coming and soon the building of His new heaven and new earth will commence. He said in Revelations 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly. Let us be ready for His arrival.

      End

      Okay, you need to find out if they’re closing all gathering places. The library is still open and so is the police station, so maybe it’s not all government buildings, just the schools and the courthouse? I don
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