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        “Pick a pair of her lips and kiss them so good the others speak”

        UNKNOWN
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      PIRATES ON THE PAGE ARE AWESOME. IN REAL LIFE, NOT SO MUCH. IF YOU OBTAINED THIS BOOK LEGALLY, THANK YOU! IF YOU’VE DOWNLOADED IT ANYWHERE ELSE, YOU’RE READING A STOLEN COPY WHICH PUTS THE AUTHOR’S ABILITY TO PUBLISH ON AT RISK. SHITTY MOVE.
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        * * *

      

      STEALING EBOOKS ISN’T A VICTIMLESS CRIME, AND IF YOU’RE DOWNLOADING THIS BOOK FROM ANYWHERE BUT A LICENSED RETAILER OR MY ARC TEAM, YOU’RE AN ASSHOLE. KNOCK IT OFF.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DEAR READER,

          

        

      

    

    
      I often joke that I’m the lone non-jock in a house filled with them. Mr. Mine is a golf coach, and all of my kids have played various sportsball variations. Usually multiple sports. I love watching them play. From my chair on the sidelines. Or, even better, from a riser in an air conditioned gymnasium.

      I love watching football with the fam in the fall. We’re a big college football household, but I have to admit, I’m usually there for the snacks and commercials. Please forgive any liberties I’ve taken regarding actual sportsballing and consider them to be creative interpretations (wink wink).

      Until next time,

      XoXo,

      Layne
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      People call me Milo "The Silo" Granville because I'm as big as one. On and off the field I make sure there are openings for the big plays to happen. Football is easy. Being the wingman for our quarterback Burke, not as much. It’s been my role since we were red-shirt freshman together. Now, we're together in the pros, and I spend as much time watching him score with the ladies as he does on the turf.

      I've gotten good at ignoring the way women flirt with me to get closer to him, so I've got no game when the hottest woman I've ever seen ignores all his best moves in favor of talking to me. I'm so busy trying to figure out why she's interested in me I nearly blow my chance to score with her at all by putting my giant foot in my mouth. Now I’ve offended a goddess and that never ends well.

      She makes me a deal. If I can solve a rather embarrassing personal problem for her, she'll forgive my fumble.

      Tansie’s looking at me as if I'm the real playmaker. The pressure’s on to make it happen. It may be a Hail Mary, but no guts, no glory.
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        Milo Granville

      

      

      “No, but seriously, Beautiful, you’re hot. I’m hot. Why are you denying the chance at all of this?” Sitting at the bar top next to Burke the Body Rogers while he hits on the smoking hot cocktail waitress every time she swings by our table is amusing, if for no other reason than the way she’s shooting him down. Every fuckin’ time.

      “You don’t have what it takes to handle me, Bod. Believe that.” Her set down isn’t mean spirited or rude, but it’s got Burke rocking back in his seat. Her green eyes smile at him when she says it. Still, it’s clear she’s not issuing a challenge. She honestly doesn’t believe he’d rock her world. It’s mind boggling.

      Women don’t turn down Burke’s advances. Not that he’s a total dog, but he definitely enjoys his fair share of the ladies who are interested in professional athletes. As a quarterback for the Mariposa Kings, he’s arguably the best in the league. Maybe, it’s arrogance on my part, but much of the reason for that label is me.

      I’ve been blocking and clearing paths for his runs for three years now, and though the back of my jersey reads Granville, nearly everyone on earth calls me Silo. My actual name is Milo Granville, but I’ve been ‘big as a silo’ practically since I was born. At least, to hear my grandpa tell it. Since he’s the one who raised me on the family farm, I figure he can call me whatever he likes. Once I hit high school and made the varsity football team, while my freshman classmates were still battling for spots on the JV reserve roster, I quit caring that I’m taller and wider than most everyone else.

      The waitress turns to me with a new smile on her face, one I’m uncertain I’m reading accurately. My confusion grows even greater when she slides her hand up my arm from my elbow to the shoulder before tugging on a loose curl that brushes the collar of my button down. The move sends a shot of lust straight to my dick, but I remind it to settle down. I’ve seen this move before. Playing a little hard to get, a little cat and mouse, makes guys like Burke work that much harder to score.

      It’s not uncommon for a woman to make a play for me with her eye toward spurring some competitive lust in my buddy. I play wingman for him at the bar almost as much as when I’m blocking for him on the field. He loves it because while a lady might toy with taking me home instead of him, we all know, me included, it’ll be him playing with her by the end of the night.

      When I turn my eyes to meet hers, she’s singularly focused on me. Her attention doesn’t stray a single time to check out if Burke is watching. I casually peek down at the nametag pinned above her left breast, the globe of her tit so ripe and lush it’d spill over even my oversized paws. When I lift my attention back to her gaze, she’s still focused on me. I don’t know what she’s playing at; he’s already interested in her. Hell, he’s made at least a half dozen attempts to chat her up the three times she’s visited our table tonight.

      “Now, you, Mr. Granville, look like a man who knows how to properly take care of a girl like me.” Of course, she knows my name. It’s dumb to feel as flattered as I do. I may not be the face of the team like our running back, Rayshawn Marcos, is or a flirt who’s nearly as famous for his off-field exploits as his game performance like Burke, but the city’s not big enough for me to be a total unknown.

      Whatever her intention is in flirting with me instead of Rogers, my dick is dying to take control. It makes itself clear by unfurling down the left leg of my loose black slacks. If she wants to believe he can handle her, he’ll rise to the challenge. My heart, though, is still stuck on the fact chicks don’t choose the beefy lineman when they’ve already got the team stud panting after them.

      “I’m sure I could. Tansy, right?” Her name is so unusual. I’ve never met anyone else called that. It’s fun, though, and bright like she is. Despite her deep brown eyes and long, loopy-curled hair that’s as dark as the espresso I treat myself to the morning after a game, her face is lit with easygoing brightness.

      “Yup, that’s my name. Don’t wear it out. Unless you wear me out, first.” Her wink is exaggerated, and I realize this bold beauty is having a grand old time tweaking Burke’s tail by flirting outrageously with me. That recognition helps to cool the lust firing through my blood the tiniest bit. I’m still rock hard down my pantleg, but at least, now, my dick doesn’t feel as if it’s ready to bust through the fine wool blend of my slacks on its way to her.

      “I see the play, now, Doll. Don’t worry. Clearing paths is what I do.”

      She’s flirting with me to discourage Burke, rather than to incite him. Fortunately for her, he’s already taken her lack of interest with his usual attitude of ‘on to the next one.’ His face is buried in his phone, likely texting some of the guys from the team to see if they want to join us and turn the night into a party.

      “Well, I hear the sportsball words you’re
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