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            This letter was sent from Corinth a few months after the first letter to the Thessalonians was sent. Some misunderstandings regarding the first letter and certain words of Paul regarding the tribulation at the end of the century made it necessary for Paul to write this second epistle. They believed that the second coming of Christ was imminent.
Chapter 1 encourages Christians who are suffering persecution to persevere in the midst of difficulties. Chapters 2 and 3 confront the false rumors that the end times had already passed. These chapters reveal that certain things must happen before Jesus' return and urge them to trust firmly that God will fulfill his plan of redemption. The church is exhorted to be patient and steadfast, and to persevere faithfully in diligent service until Jesus returns.
As in 1 Thessalonians, Paul identified himself twice as the author of this letter (1:1; 3:17). Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy, Paul's co-workers in founding the church, were present with him when he wrote. The evidence, both within this letter and with regard to vocabulary, style, and doctrinal content, strongly supports Paul as the only possible author. The time of this writing was probably a few months after the first epistle, while Paul was still in Corinth with Silas and Timothy (1:1; Acts 18:5) in late 51 AD or early 52 AD.
Some have suggested that Paul wrote this letter from Ephesus (Acts 18:18-21), but his eighteen-month stay in Corinth provided ample opportunity for both Thessalonian epistles to be written (Acts 18:11).
Apparently, Paul had kept abreast of events in Thessalonica through correspondence or messengers. Perhaps the bearer of the first letter brought Paul news about the condition of the church, which had matured and expanded (1:3); but pressure and persecution had also increased. The seeds of false doctrine regarding the coming of the Lord had been sown, and people's behavior was disorderly. So Paul wrote to his beloved flock who were: 1) discouraged by persecution and needed encouragement to persevere; 2) deceived by false teachers who confused them about the Lord's return; and 3) disobedient to divine commands, particularly by refusing to work. Paul wrote to address these three issues by offering: 1) comfort to persecuted believers (1:3-12); 2) correction to falsely taught and frightened believers (2:1-15); and 3) confrontation to disobedient and undisciplined believers (3:6-15).
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On this day, dear reader, we come to the Second Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians. We want to say here several things by way of introduction to this great epistle before us.

The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians was written by the Apostle Paul, shortly after the First Epistle, in the year 52 or 53 A.D. We do not know the time span between the two letters. The Thessalonian believers were still new believers in the Lord when the apostle wrote this letter. The first letter written by Paul gave rise to more questions and Paul here attempted to answer them in this second letter. In the church at Thessalonica, a letter or report supposedly coming from the Apostle Paul was circulating, predisposing the Christians to discouragement. This false report indicated that the Lord Jesus Christ had already come, and that He had already taken His Church out of this world, and that the world of those days was living the judgments of the "Day of the Lord". Now, these people were being persecuted as we saw in the previous epistle. They were suffering for the sake of the gospel, and it was easy for them to believe that they had already entered the Great Tribulation period, and that all believers (not only those who had died) had lost their opportunity to participate in the rapture of the Church. Paul tried to calm their fears by writing this second letter, in which he stated definitively that the rapture, which he called in 2 Thessalonians 2:1, our meeting with him was still future, and that the "Day of the Lord" would have certain precursors that would appear first: the apostasy and the man of sin must come first. Therefore they could reasonably believe that they were not in the Great Tribulation.

Paul told them that the outward organization of the professing Church was heading for a complete apostasy. In Luke 18:8 the Lord asked, But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? From the way this question was presented in the original Greek language, it required a negative answer. He will not find faith on earth when he comes again. The officially organized church will be in total apostasy. This was confirmed in the book of Revelation. In chapter 4 of this book the church has been removed from the earth, and nothing remains but a sort of empty shell of an organization that has a form or appearance of godliness, but denies the efficacy and power of that godliness. That same organization is represented by the great whore of Revelation chapter 17, which is one of the most terrible images one can find in the Bible.

The Thessalonian believers, then, believed that they had already entered the Great Tribulation period, and that from that moment on, people who suffered persecution and suffering had believed that they were in that tribulation period. Well, at different times in the history of this world there have been those who have believed that they had already entered the Great Tribulation period. For example, during the Second World War, during the bombing raids against Great Britain, some of the pastors and preachers of conservative tendency in their faith, came to the conclusion that they had entered the Great Tribulation period, and that consequently the Church was going through it.

Now, the description of the Tribulation in the Bible is far worse than anything that occurred during World War II, or during any other war in history. This period has been so clearly identified by Christ that there is no reason to panic. Christ said that a brief interval of time would come and He said of it in Matthew 24:21, "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. In other words, nothing like this had ever taken place in history, nor would it occur later.

While 1 Thessalonians emphasized the return of Christ for His Church in what we have called "the rapture", 2 Thessalonians emphasized the return of Christ to earth the second time, when He returns with judgment and establishes His Kingdom on this earth. This event is called the "revelation". It is that in the rapture, the emphasis is not on His coming to earth, because He is not coming to earth. The apostle made it clear in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 that we will be caught up . . . in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. The word "caught up" corresponds to the original "harpazo" which means "to seize quickly." Thus we will be caught up to meet Christ in the air. However, the revelation of Christ will take place when He returns to earth to establish His Kingdom. In that time interval between these two events the Great Tribulation period will take place.

As we saw in 1 Thessalonians, the rapture was not an Old Testament theme; that teaching does not appear in the Old Testament. The hope of the Old Testament believers was an earthly hope. They were expecting their Messiah to come and establish a kingdom here on earth, which would be like enjoying heaven on earth. The expression "Kingdom of heaven" means the kingdom of heaven on earth. This would be to reduce this expression to its simplest explanation. Some theologians have formulated more elaborate explanations, as complicated as if they were trying to substantiate a theory. But the Kingdom of heaven of which Jesus spoke is the kingdom of heaven on earth, because this earth will become a heaven when the King is here.

We will now present a brief outline of this second letter to the Thessalonians. We will see that it is divided into 3 main divisions:

I. The persecution of believers in the present: the judgment of unbelievers in the future (i.e., when Christ comes). Chapter 1:1-12.

A. Introduction. Chapter 1:1-2.

B. The persecution of believers and its fruits: Chapter 1:3-7.

C. The judgment of the wicked at the coming of Christ. Chapter 1:8-12.

II. The program for the world in connection with the coming of Christ. Chapter 2:1-12.

A. The rapture will occur first. Chapter 2:1.

B. The Day of the Lord will follow; ushered in by the total apostasy and the appearance of the "man of Sin". Chapter 2:2-5.

C. The mystery of wickedness operating in the present; the wicked held back by the Holy Spirit. Chapter 2:6-8.

D. The wicked will appear in the Great Tribulation period. Chapter 2:9-12.

III. The practical character of Christ's coming. Chapters 2:13-3:18.

A. Believers should be established in the Word. Chapter 2:13-17.

B. Believers should be established in their walk. Chapter 3:1-7.

C. Believers should be established in the work. Chapter 3:8-18.

2 Thessalonians 1

The theme of this chapter is the present persecution of believers and the judgment of unbelievers in the future, at the coming of Christ. In the first two verses, we have the introduction. And then, in verses 3 through 7, we have the persecution of believers and its fruits. Then, verses 8 through 12 give us the punishment of the wicked at the coming of Christ. First let us read verse 1 to consider the introduction.

"Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ."

Paul's greeting was his usual friendly greeting to a church that was theologically and spiritually sound. Paul included the greetings of Silas (which was a contraction of the name Silvanus) and Timothy. These three men had endured many sufferings








The persecution of believers and its fruits.








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
BIBLE

CLASS
It

VOL. S
FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH

EBUELE SERNVIMLS

GUILLERMOIGADORISIMCBRIDE

PRACTICAL LESSONS





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





