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Thru the First Disciple's Eyes is a groundbreaking exploration of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ from the perspective of his true first disciple, Mary, the mother of Jesus. This book challenges traditional views of Mary as a passive figure in the story of Jesus, and instead presents Her as an active participant in His ministry, a powerful spiritual leader, and a woman of great courage, wisdom and strength.

For centuries, Mary has been portrayed as a passive, meek figure in the story of Jesus, a symbol of obedience and humility rather than a true disciple. However, recent scholarship and theological reflection have begun to challenge this traditional view of Mary, and to recognize her as a powerful figure in her own right.

Thru the First Disciple's Eyes builds on this emerging understanding of Mary and presents a bold new vision of her role in the life and ministry of Jesus. Drawing on a range of historical and literary sources, as well as theological reflection and personal insight, this book offers a fresh and compelling perspective on the life and teachings of Jesus, and on the spiritual journey of all those who seek to follow him.

The book, Part One of the Series, is divided into simple chapters, each exploring a different aspect of Mary's life and ministry. Beginning with the first chapter, "The Invitation," focuses on Mary's remarkable encounter with the angel Gabriel, traditionally referred to as Mary’s Annunciation, her acceptance of God's call to be the mother of Jesus, which truly was an invitation.  Her acceptance of the invitation Gabriel delivered was not a given.  The young woman Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but also known to him as wanting to remain as a virgin.  A sudden pregnancy was something that could have turned disastrous for Mary, but she demonstrated true faith and courage in God’s Plan and said yes.  Our journey with Mary through the highlights of her son’s life to Bethlehem, to Egypt, back to Nazareth, to the Jordan River, and several other locations, and finally to Jerusalem to complete His mission. Through Mary's eyes, we gain a new appreciation for the profound spiritual significance of the Incarnation, and for the deep faith and courage required to say "yes" to God's call.

We explore Mary's role as the mother of Jesus, and the challenges she faced in raising and supporting her son as he embarked on his mission. Through Mary's eyes, we gain a new appreciation for the complexities of family life, and for the ways in which Mary's own journey of faith was intertwined with that of her son.

Through Mary's eyes, we see Jesus as a teacher and healer, and we witness the powerful impact he had on those around him. Mary emerges as a key figure in this story, offering her own insights and wisdom, and helping to shape the message of Jesus for generations to come.

Throughout “Thru the First Disciple's Eyes”, Mary emerges as a deeply spiritual figure, a woman of great faith and wisdom, and a true disciple of Jesus. By presenting the life and teachings of Jesus from her perspective, this book offers a powerful and transformative vision of Christianity, one that invites us all to see the world through the eyes of the first disciple, and maybe accept the role of discipleship ourselves.

The next book of the series, Part Two, "The Discipleship Continues," explores Mary's role as a disciple of Jesus, accompanying John on his ministry to Ephesus and beyond. 
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The morning sun was just starting to rise above the hills of Nazareth as she noticed the ceiling of her room illuminate.  Mary rubbed the sleep from her eyes as she stretched her arms and took a deep breath of the cool morning air. The gentle chirping of the birds and the distant sound of sheep bleating in the fields filled her ears as she climbed on the chair to close the window of her room.

The warm aroma of freshly baked bread filled her nostrils, making her stomach growl with hunger. Mary's mother, Anne, greeted her with a warm smile and handed her a bowl of steaming hot porridge, topped with honey and nuts. Mary eagerly dug into her breakfast, relishing the sweet and nutty flavor that filled her mouth with every bite.

After breakfast, Mary recited the Birkat Ha-Mazon with her mom, thanking God for the food and blessings he had bestowed upon her and her family. She then proceeded to help her mom with the household chores, sweeping the floor and tidying up the small living space. As she worked, Mary chatted with her mother about the latest gossip in town, giggling at some of the more scandalous stories.

Once the chores were finished, Mary dashed outside to meet her two best friends, Rachel and Hannah. The three girls skipped rope in the sunshine, giggling and singing songs as they jumped and twirled. Mary's heart swelled with happiness as she watched the sun glint off Rachel's golden curls and felt the warm breeze ruffle her own long, dark hair.

As the morning wore on, the girls grew tired and thirsty, and decided to head back inside for a mid-morning snack. Anne had prepared a platter of fresh figs and grapes, which the girls eagerly devoured, washing the sweet fruit down with cool, clear water.

After their snack, Mary and her friends joined Anne in the small prayer room, where they recited the mid-day prayer, thanking God for his love and guidance. Mary felt a sense of calm wash over her as she spoke the familiar words, feeling the weight of the day's worries lift from her shoulders.

As the sun rose high in the sky, Mary, Hannah and Rachel walked down the road to pick up some fresh vegetables from Esther, a woman who had a small stand.  Esther’s husband farmed the small plot of land they owned and were often very generous with their crops with Anne and Joachim.  Mary brought three eggs from her chickens with her to give Esther for the small bag of vegetables.  Rachel suggested that Mary and Hannah come to her house, just a short distance beyond Esther’s house where they could play tag, as there were many more places to hide than at Mary’s house.  

By midafternoon, Mary remembered that her mom needed the onions from Esther’s farm to make dinner, so she told Rachel and Hannah she had to go home.  When she was about half way home, the wind picked up, lifting the dry dust from the road in the swirling wind around her.  She shielded her eyes and mouth as best as she could with her hands.  Just as quickly as the wind stirred, it stopped.  As Mary lowered her hands from her face, she was stunned to see a bright light shining around her. She was filled with fear and confusion, not knowing what was happening. She could make out the profile of someone in the bright light walking toward her. And then, he spoke to her, his name was Gabriel.  His face shining with a divine light, his words filled her with shock and awe.

"Mary, do not be afraid, for you have found favor with God," the he said. He told Mary that she was full of grace.  She didn’t understand what Gabriel was saying to her.  He said that God knew that she was promised in marriage to Joseph, but God had sent him to ask her a very important question. The angel told Mary that she would have a son, whom she was to name Jesus. The angel said, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God.”

Mary said “how this could be as I am still a virgin”. The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God’s power will rest on you”. She couldn't believe what she was hearing. She thought to herself “Why had God chosen me, a simple girl from Nazareth, to be the mother of his Son?”  She felt overwhelmed by the weight of this responsibility, and she didn't know if she was ready for it.

He also told Mary that her much older cousin Elizabeth was six months pregnant, for there is nothing that God cannot do. With a gentle and reassuring voice, he told her that she had been chosen because of her faith and devotion to God, and that he would be with her every step of the way. Mary replied, “I am the Lord’s servant, let it be done according to His Will”.

Mary felt a sense of peace wash over her. She knew that she could trust in God's plan, and that he would give her the strength and courage to fulfill the incredible task that he had given her.

And so, She said yes to God's plan, and from that moment on, her life was forever changed. Mary knew that she would face challenges and difficulties, but she also knew that God was with her, guiding her every step of the way.

As for her, she will always cherish the moment when the archangel Gabriel appeared to her in Nazareth, and told her that she had found favor with God. It was a moment of divine revelation, one that filled her with both fear and awe.

As she reflected on that moment, she realized that it was a turning point in her life. It was the moment when she fully embraced God's plan for her, and surrendered her life to his will. It was also a moment of great humility, as she realized that she was not in control of her life, but that God was the one who held her future in his hands.

But it was also a moment of great joy, as Mary realized that God's love for her was greater than anything she could ever imagine. And as she carried Jesus in her womb, She felt a sense of purpose and fulfillment that she had never felt before.

She continued on home, full of wonder and amazement at what had just happened. She shared the news with her mom and dad, who were as surprised as She was. And then, She spent the rest of the day in prayer, seeking guidance and strength from God.
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