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    Introduction:


     


    As both a buyer and seller on Ebay for the last fifteen years, I have watched antiques and collectibles vary in both price and overall interest.  Some items that were hot ten years ago and were seemingly rare have flooded the market and the demand and/or price of those items have decreased, and other items that were not in demand ten years ago have sudden interest and prices have skyrocketed through the roof.


    Overall, the current economy of the United States has severely changed the name of the game when it comes to vintage items and who is doing the buying, and, especially when it comes to the decorative arts, only the seemingly rare collectibles by the big hitting manufacturers seem to have a major following.  Even then, they better be priced right or they will remain unsold.  The things that do not meet those criteria, quite frankly, have sold for peanuts since the recession began or they just don’t sell at all.  Therefore, the purpose of this book is not to lie to you and tell you how to make a mint on Ebay because, quite frankly, in today’s economy it is not possible for those who don’t have the money to spend on the big names to begin with.  In 2013, the saying that it takes money to make money is true more than any other time in Ebay’s history since it began.


    While the increased showings of the Antiques Roadshow, Pawn Stars, American Pickers, Storage Wars, and a slew of other television shows make the common viewer believe that they are going to magically find multi-thousand dollar treasures that are in extreme demand on Ebay or other auction venues at a garage sale or abandoned storage unit, for the common person this just isn’t the case.  Those rare finds are usually the only ones that are filmed for pure entertainment purposes.


    Therefore, for those few lucky enough to come across these treasures for the purposes of collecting or resale, I am going to give you a thorough run down on what is hot and what is not in 2014 and probably well into 2015 in the world of antiques and collectibles based on my careful research and following of Ebay sales within the last fifteen years.  Various categories will be covered in detail, such as pottery, glass, metalware, everyday living items, toys, and furniture from various time periods.  Whether talking about Deco or Mid Century Modern furniture, early 20th century Tiffany Studios desk sets, French art glass, antique clocks, or Mego action figures of the 1970s, a wide variety of items will be discussed which will help to better inform the public on what truly makes an antique or collectible hot…or not…in the age of the recent modern recession.

  


  
    Glass: What’s Hot


    


    If one item exists that is widely copied and faked more than any other, it would have to be expensive art glass, so new collectors must be extremely careful when choosing new pieces for their newfound collection. When looking for pieces to collect or sell, the primary glass manufacturers that seem to have a continued following are antique pieces from American firms such as Tiffany, Steuben, Quezal, and foreign ones such as Orrefors, Loetz, Lalique, Galle, Daum, Legras, Schneider, and a variety of other non-US manufacturers.


    The problem with collecting art glass, however, for just about anyone, is twofold. First and foremost, shapes have been copied for older pieces, sometimes exactly, pieces often have false signatures incised on them, and other times no signatures at all which adds to the mystery of each piece. If you do not have concise information on what makes an item genuine and what makes it a potential fake, you should not bid or buy unless you are 100% certain that it is authentic. Some suggestions are to have some experience looking at and handling authenticated pieces in person from an experienced dealer, in addition to having familiarity with a wide assortment of literature that emphasizes how to determine authenticity.


    Secondly, when a genuine article exists that is in demand, more often than not it’s not going to be cheap if the seller knows what it is. Many of the sales nowadays for such big-name art pieces are from recession-hit individuals that are trying to get a lot of cash for something they paid a mint for many years ago when more people had money, and they are finding many of their items for sale remain unsold at the prices they are asking.


    Therefore, if you are a seller, even though these items do sell if priced right, be prepared to take a loss if, as an example, you bought a piece of Tiffany art glass 10 years ago, and if you are a buyer, be prepared to shell out some money since these are luxury items but, on the plus side, it won’t be as much as you would have paid in the past.


    Overall, out of all the glass manufacturers that are in demand, Tiffany art glass pieces from the late 1800s to the early 1900s are still the most coveted. From the most exquisite hand-blown pieces to the more common solitary colored smalls, it’s all about the name when it comes to this kind of collectible. However, with the famous name comes wealthy bidders, so if it’s a piece that is exceptional, it may be out of reach for those with an average paycheck. In addition, fakes are abundant, so be careful out there.

  


  
    Rare, Exceptional Tiffany Glass:
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    As for Steuben pieces, antique pieces only have a following if they are an exceptional shape or rare or interesting color and from the early period of the 20th century. Look for certain blue and yellow hues and the word aurene in the listings, especially elaborate thin vases with ruffles at the top like trumpet vases. Aurene bowls, however, seem to command the lowest prices of all Steuben aurene pieces. In addition, lamp shades from this company with incised decorations and unique colorations are also hot right now, especially if you have more than one, as are various paperweights.

  


  
    Steuben Aurene Shades:
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    Quezal, another famous early 20th century glass manufacturer, is primarily known for its lamp shades. Pulled feather patterns, some striated patterns, as well as aurene types are all really in demand, especially if a seller has multiples in great condition which can outfit a buyer’s vintage lamp. Vases and salt cellars, as well as other pieces are, of course, in demand as well, although shades seem to have the biggest following out of any of their wares.


  


  
    Quezal Aurene Shades on an Original Antique Lamp:
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    Orrefors, a company out of Sweden and still in operation, is known for its fine crystal glass and colored art glass, but is a rare name to beginning collectors. It has recently gained a wide following, especially etched vases and other colored and decorative items from the 1930s-1960s. Pieces are usually marked and often signed, although some designers are more popular than others. Some names to look for are Ohrstrom, Lindstram, Strom, and Palmqvist.

  


  
    Exceptional Orrefor's Glass Vase by Edvin Ohrstrom:
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    Loetz art glass, on the other hand, is in a current state of flux. Although some vintage vases, as an example, can command good prices, it needs to be exceptional in both color and/or design to make a real dent or even sell. One thing that has gained in popularity more than anything when concerned with Loetz pieces are inkwells, which have truly shot up in price due to their compact size and often times elaborate designs and/or silver overlay patterns, which was a common design element for many Loetz pieces.

  


  
    A Loetz Art Glass Inkwell:
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    Authentic vintage Lalique art glass pieces are not quite as common as Loetz pieces, and this may be due to the fact that they were extremely expensive to both make and buy even when they were created in the early 20th century, primarily around the 1920s when Lalique was in its golden age of production. Elaborately designed vases and bowls, some clear and some multicolored and even opalescent, are all in demand. The more intricate and jaw-dropping the piece, the more money it is going to command, but reproductions are highly apparent, so please do careful research and handle a few real pieces before bidding or buying these superb works of art.

  


  
      Rare Lalique Vase:
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    Overall, when it comes to glass, in my opinion Lalique as well as the myriad number of other French art glass manufacturers trumped America when it came to elaborate designs and the sheer variety of manufacturers. Pieces from Galle’, Legras, Daum, and Schneider are all in short supply, and the more elaborate the design, the more money the piece. These companies are known for visually enticing pieces with vivid colorations, much more so than the American firms, so you will not find a lot of boring vintage pieces from these manufacturers.With quality comes a price, so be prepared topay a pretty penny for the genuine article. Speaking of which, many past works, like those of Galle’ as an example, have been replicated in their entirety, and it truly takes someone quite skilled in identification to know what is real and what is not, so unless you are buying from a skilled seller, I would not suggest buying pieces like these sight unseen.

  


  
    Galle:
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    Legras:
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    Daum Vase:
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    Schneider Glass:
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    Glass: What’s Not.


    


    The primary glass types that have taken a serious nosedive price-wise are Victorian glass, Depression glass, the more common types of Czechoslovakian glass pieces, most pieces of mid-century glass, early American pattern glass, and brilliant cut glass. Starting with Victorian glass, overall Victoriana has taken a huge hit in the last decade. Many reasons for this exist. First and foremost, people are aging and those who remember the Victorian glass items of their grandparents are now in their 80s-90s, so the desire to collect Victoriana overall is often times reserved for a select few. More than most, collectors of Victoriana seem to be more apparent for the lucky few who own the few remaining Victorian houses left in America and want to decorate them in a past style, and those are few and far between and primarily in the Midwest. Secondly, another reason Victoriana has taken a plunge is due to the fact that modern collectors are shying away from the more frilly, fussy flowers designs and colors of Victorian glassware, which were often hand-painted with flowers and consisted of pastel colorations.


    Depression glass has also taken a turn for the worst. Although some rare patterns or pieces or colors within patterns exist that command some big bucks, Depression glass collecting overall just isn’t what it used to be and both online and in antique malls the majority of it now seems to remain unsold and when it does sell it goes for very minimal amounts.


    Czechoslovakian pieces that aren’t Loetz or from famous designers are abundant, but really not worth a lot of money. It is a shame because some common Tango glass pieces in vivid colorations as well as frosted Deco colors are really aesthetically pleasant to look at and are often times incised with decorations or silver overlays, but in today’s economy, without an attached famous name that is in demand to those who can afford the luxury of antiques and want show-off pieces, these items often get passed by.


    Concerning mid-century glass, unless it is a rare, famous designer piece, it has saturated the market so much due to the renewed interest in mid century modern pieces five to ten years ago that the supply is way too high right now to command a decent price. Although some Italian mid century Murano glass pieces will command some money and has a limited interest, overall the more common pieces of 50s-70s glass do not have a major following like they did five to ten years ago. Early American Pattern Glass and Brilliant Cut Glass are also not doing very well, although anything signed or identified as being a Hawkes piece can sometimes do exceptionally well, depending on the size and the pattern.

  


  
    Pottery: What’s Hot


    


    Pottery is unique in the fact that a decade ago, any big time name such as Rookwood, Roseville, Weller, etc. had major amounts of followers, and even the molded, non-painted unspectacular pieces would command decent amounts of money simply due to their manufacturer name. However, times have definitely changed. First and foremost, the primary names to look for are no longer the larger producers but, rather, the smaller firms and designers that had a more limited output. Scarcity truly, in the world of pottery, is where it’s currently at. Companies like Newcomb pottery, Overbeck Sisters pottery, Norse Pottery, Paul Revere Pottery (Saturday Evening Girls), and University City Pottery are all great names to look for, but be prepared for the price tags to match.


    


  


  
    Newcomb Pottery:
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    Overbeck Sisters Pottery:
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    Norse Pottery:
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    Paul Revere Pottery (Saturday Evening Girls):
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    University City Pottery:
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    Concerning the more prominent, larger companies that existed during the beginning part of the 20th century to the 1930s, which is when the majority of great pieces came from, the ones that usually sell are the hand-painted items signed by an artist, the scarcer pieces or lines, and pieces with great colors or whimsical animals or hand-painted nature scenes.



    Some larger, well-known companies like Roseville have declined in popularity considerably. For this company in particular, it had such a large production factor that it has flooded the market, so if you want to collect Roseville stick to the rarer lines and scarcer pieces or colors. Weller pottery has also declined in interest, although the more elaborate pieces still command a premium.


    Rookwood pottery is in flux and the hand-painted early pieces have dropped in price but still have a following, although the big named artists of their wares like Shirayamadani will always fetch multi-thousand dollar prices. In addition, original Rookwood tiles, especially the larger ones, will always command a premium, primarily because vintage tile collectors are in a collecting group of their own.


    Most of the molded lines/vases from Rookwood, however, will only sell at a decent price if they have great colors or a really eye-catching design.

  


  
    Roseville Olympic Pattern (Extremely Rare):
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    Weller Pottery Example (2 pieces-Jardiniere and Stand):
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    Rookwood Pottery Example. Hand-painted by Kataro Shirayamadani:
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    Some rules when collecting or buying pottery for resale are as follows. One should always avoid unidentified pieces that you cannot find in books unless it was a hand-painted item that may be a one-of-a-kind and is obviously authentic and done by a past skilled artisan, be aware of fakes that exist by carefully researching a piece and its colors online or in books, and be aware that most pieces, unless extremely exceptional, will not sell or be in demand if there are chips orcracks. Pottery, glass, and porcelain collectors are the least forgiving when it comes to flaws out of any kind of collector.

  


  
    Pottery: What’s Not



    


    


    Right now, the more common lines and colors and shapes from the more prominent companies such as Roseville and Weller and Rookwood are not exactly in demand, as previously mentioned. So it’s a lousy time to sell these pieces, and a great time to be a buyer, but do not expect these to increase in price. A surprising decline in pottery interest hit one of my favorite pottery companies in the last five years, that of the short-lived Cowan pottery company, which lasted from around 1919 to 1931, which by default should make its pottery more in demand due to its short lifespan. It launched, primarily during the 20s, many careers of some very talented artists such as Waylande Gregory and Viktor Shreckengost, most famous for his Deco “Jazz” punch bowl series. Although sometimes pieces by well-known artists can sell if the price is right, as well as pottery in the deco-inspired April green color, for the most part the interest in this pottery company has currently dropped so far under the radar that not much of it is currently selling.


    In addition, mid century pottery pieces often go for ridiculously low garage-sale worthy dollar amounts. If you’re just looking to decorate, right now you can find some fantastic bargains when it comes to mid-century pottery. However, with that said, if it is a designer piece confirmed by a book, or in a pleasing color such as turquoise or jade green which are two colors that often have a following, it may still be in demand, depending on who is looking or bidding that day.

  


  
    Porcelain: What’s Hot


    


    For the most part, the majority of porcelain antiques and collectibles that sell originate from foreign manufacturers. Although vintage American porcelain signs from the early part of the 20th century are in demand, especially gas station and automotive and Coca-cola signs, that seems to be the primary stateside-based following for porcelain wares.


    Overall, two primary areas of collecting interest for porcelain seem to exist. European items and those of Asian origins, with an occasional piece from 19th century or earlier Russia thrown into the mix. The Asian and Russian items in particular are hot with a capital H.


    Names to look for as far as European wares are concerned would Meissen, Dresden, and Sevres, primarily ones from the early part of the 19th century or prior. Be aware, however, that a double crossed sword mark on the bottom of a piece does not make it undisputedly authentic. Forgeries exist, and even old copies of early marks exist within the marketplace, so do your homework before buying.


    For most pieces, buyers seem to prefer figural groups with a lot of simulated movement and color as well as animal depictions, although some rare antique Meissen plates, like those with the term pate-sur-pate, can command multi-thousand dollar price tags.

  


  
    Meissen Factory Example:
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    One of the Extremely Impressive Examples from one of the Dresden Factories:
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    Sevres Porcelain Example:
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