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  Reptiles are cold-blooded vertebrates. They rely more on environmental conditions and less on food to regulate their body temperature than warm-blooded birds and mammals. There are not many reptiles in Europe, compared to the number and variety found in warmer climates. The species which live in Slovenia have adapted to the winter to enable them to survive the cold season. Eleven species of snake live here, of which only three are venomous: the Adder, the Nose-horned Viper and the Asp Viper. These poisonous snakes have heart-shaped heads, stocky bodies with short tails, which are visibly different from the main body, and their eyes have narrow pupils. Non-poisonous snakes have small heads, passing seamlessly into slender bodies, in turn passing into the tail. Their eyes have round pupils. Most of the venomous species have an obvious zigzag patterning along the body, although dark forms of these species living in colder areas can be uniformly black. Non-venomous species can also be black, depending on the environment in which they live. Lizards have feet. They also differ from snakes in that their eyes are equipped with eyelids. Snakes hunt for very diverse prey, from small rodents, other reptiles and fish, to amphibians. Lizards mainly eat insects, spiders and worms. The only freshwater turtle living in Slovenia, the European Pond Terrapin, feeds mainly on small aquatic animals.
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  (Coronella austriaca) is a common non-venomous snake that primarily hunts other reptiles. It chokes them by wrapping itself around their body. Its body markings resemble those of the viper, with which it is often confused. It may also occur in gardens, where it likes to hide in the rockery or bask in the vegetable patch, like the one pictured.
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  (Natrix natrix) is Slovenia’s most well-known snake. The round pupils of its eyes confirm it as a non-venomous snake. The photograph shows its split tongue, typical of snakes, which is used to detect scents. The Grass Snake likes to deposit eggs in compost heaps, where the decomposition of organic matter releases heat. It is at home in water, and its most common prey is amphibians, such as frogs. Snakes change their skin as they grow. As they shed the old skin, they also get rid of parasites. Their eyes are covered by transparent scales, which become blurry before they shed their skins.
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  (Natrix tessellata) is another non-venomous snake attached to the aquatic environment. It can survive under water for several hours, which is useful for fishing. It is frequently found beside slow-flowing rivers, especially those with dense bankside vegetation. Before immersing itself in cold water for a long time, it accumulates energy by sunbathing on the river bank. When threatened, it emits a foul-smelling liquid from its cloaca or pretends to be dead.
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  (Vipera ammodytes) is the largest venomous snake found in Slovenia. It differs from the similar Adder in that it avoids cold areas. It preys upon small mammals, mostly rodents. Like other snakes, venomous snakes should not be chased or handled. They bite only when they feel threatened, and only use their venom in self-defence or for numbing prey. The zig-zag pattern on their back acts as a warning that they can be dangerous.
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