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General Mills, Count Chocula, Franken Berry, Boo Berry, Fruit Brute, Lucky Charms, Trix, and any other General Mills brands mentioned in the pages of this E-book are all owned, with copyright rights reserved, by the General Mills corporation.

This book is solely based on past items that are no longer produced and, in turn, represent historical pop culture artifacts that deserve to be documented.  It is, in no way, shape or form, meant to be an advertisement or to show favor for or against the current production of General Mills cereals and/or their potential prizes or giveaways.
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Editor’s Note
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What’s in a name?  That all depends on who you ask.  Throughout the pages of this book you will see the referenced names of Franken Berry and Boo Berry spelled with obvious gaps between their namesakes.  Why, when it would be so much easier to just combine the two name parts?  The reason is simple.  Because in most cases that’s how it looks on the earliest of cereal boxes.  For Franken Berry, you would see a strawberry between Frank and Berry, and for Boo Berry you would see blueberries between Boo and Berry.  Both of these visual devices indicated some kind of gap.

As time went on, some box backs and panels would put an asterisk between the names, or even a hyphen, or spaced out with nothing in between.  Every now and then you would also see the names put together, but rarely.  Whatever the case may be, it stands to reason that, for the most part of the early history of these boxes, the names were supposed to be separated somehow.  Since I obviously can’t place a strawberry or blueberries between standard text parts, that’s why the names of Franken Berry and Boo Berry will be separated with spaces in between them.
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Introduction
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Surprisingly, I remember it well.  Sitting at a small, circular table in 1976, with our fiery orange shag carpet barely tickling the toes beneath my feet.  Off in the distance I hear the catchiest of tunes that playfully danced within my eardrums every Saturday morning.  “To the Laaaaaand of the Looooost.”  

Suddenly, my concentration is broken as mom plops a box in front of me with an old familiar friend on it.  “Well hello there,” he quietly mumbled with a European accent.  Why of course he knew me.  You see, the Count and I were old friends.  He had been with me ever since I had a full set of teeth, and was always welcomed by yours truly at the breakfast table.

As my mother carefully poured every delicious morsel into the bowl, I couldn’t help but smile as I spied the miniature marshmallows, which were a far cry from the overly plump ones of today.  Size didn’t matter, really, because the chocolaty explosion once ole’ Choc hit my taste buds was all I knew.  It was all that I needed.

You know, now that I think back, Count Chocula was the first monster I felt I actually knew.  Luckily, as the years went on he certainly wouldn’t be the last.  

Overall, it’s probably not surprising that the monster cereals can leave such a lasting impression on someone.  But how?  Is it their almost half-a-century longevity that makes them stand out?  Or perhaps it’s just the fact that they are monsters without true fright, standing behind a delicious product that has been giving people cravings ever since the 70’s began.

On the other hand, maybe it’s both, but with an added bonus.  For kids of my generation it wasn’t just the cereal or the characters that drew us in.  In addition, it was also the prizes that every artistically created box tempted us into wanting to have.

The purpose of this book is to display and discuss those prizes, in detail, so that both current and future collectors have a knowledge-based starting point for their collection endeavors.  In addition, store-bought and mail-away merchandise from this glorious decade will also be illustrated.  So grab your disco ball, boys and girls, and hang on for a visual cereal box full of fun.  Next stop?  1971 Memory Lane.
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Count Chocula and Franken Berry
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(1971)

For me, one of the best things about 1971 is the fact that I share a birth year with both Count Chocula and Franken Berry, two of my favorite childhood pals.  Sadly, that’s where the fun ends.  Although 1972 was a great year for monster premiums, 1971 was not overly nostalgic for many, and the reason is simple.  Although the boxes were great and the cereal was even better, many of the prizes were dreadfully boring.  Truthfully, most of the prizes during the first year didn’t even show their likenesses.  

Count Chocula’s first prize was a folding plane without any notable graphics.  Franken Berry’s first offerings weren’t much better.  A first issue box had what was called a pop rocket, which was basically a two-piece plastic rocket that you could get bored with just by looking at.

Although the large send-away coloring posters from the initial year were great, the most notable part about 71’ was the introduction of advertising cartoons every Saturday morning.  This is when we had a chance to glimpse into the personalities of the monstrous duo.  Count Chocula was a bit of a braggart, and seemed to love to argue with ole’ Frank quite a bit.  Franken Berry, although just as argumentative as his undying pal, was a bit more soft-spoken.  He took on a more approachable demeanor, which made him a great contrast for the overly confident Count.

They had their non-stop bragging contests every Saturday morning.  This made us want their cereals in abundance, to the point where our parents’ ears would bleed from the non-stop requests.  You would think that the desire would end once we placed them in our mom or dad’s shopping cart.  It didn’t.  Once we had them and emptied the boxes into our tiny tummies, something always seemed to leave us wanting more.  

Early Advertisement

(1971)
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A Cartoon Feud

(1971)

(The first of many!)
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The First Boxes
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(1971)

Although this guidebook will mainly focus on the premiums that actually show a monster’s likeness, historically it is still important to talk about the first boxes, regardless of what they contained.  

The first Count Chocula box’s prize was called a Puff-a-Plane.  It came in one of three color combinations.  White/Yellow, White/Green, or White/Red.  The idea was simple.  You puffed on one end, and then the plane flew high into the air.  Needless to say, we were easily entertained back in the early 70’s.

If you thought the Puff-a-Plane was underwhelming, you should see the Pop Rocket from the first box of Franken Berry.  Although I am currently unaware of how many color combinations it came in (Thus far I’ve found three) I suppose it doesn’t matter in the grand scheme of things.  Mainly because, unlike later premiums, this one sucked canal water through a flex straw.  Kids were armed with what looks like a rubber band and three pieces of rocket-shaped plastic.  Safe?  By no means whatsoever.  I instantly start to recall the “You’ll poke your eye out” scenario at the end of the 1980’s classic movie A Christmas Story.

Regardless of that humorous comparison, this as well as the Puff-a-Plane still deserve respect.  After all, they have a distinct place in the history of Monster Cereals as being the first known prizes to ever exist.  Sure, it wasn’t the best start, but at least it was a start.  It was
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