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This is another book of a series that takes a
day to day look at the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2018, 365
commentaries and all of them are derived from one central thought.
How sports operates with three absolute needs to be successful.
Government backing. Money from television. Corporate support. It
really does not matter if a sport is headquartered in the United
States or in Switzerland. The 365 essays reflect that thinking.


Evan Weiner, January 2019.


January, 2018: As always the Politics of
Sports Business in the United States, January is filled with
National Football League news. But college sports business,
international politics and Major League Soccer’s attempt at
expanding the business also created headlines.


>>> Happy New Year
College Bowl Style

January 1, 2018

January 1st used to be the end of the college football season. There
would be a champion crowned after the completion of the traditional
bowl games. But money has changed everything and January
1st is just another
day. In 2018, the two corporate named bowls, the Rose and the Sugar
will host the four teams in the championship playoffs with the
winners meeting in Atlanta on January 8th. There are three other bowl games on January 1. There are
more than three dozen college bowl games with companies such as
Lockheed Martin, New Era, Taxslayer, Play Station and other title
sponsors paying college football bills. Television and other
partners both naming rights and lesser sponsors put up money. 
But no payments go to student-athletes who are the
show.

The term "student-athlete" has
been used to deny players benefits such as salaries and long term
health care from injuries suffered on the field whether in practice
or in a game. Courts have pretty much routinely upheld the college
side of things in lawsuits filed by severely injured players or
survivors of players killed on the field. Schools should not have
to pay workman's compensation or long term health care costs
because the athlete is a student not an employee of the
school. The athletic scholarship is very one sided, in favor
of the schools although there is some justification that the
schools are offering scholarships to players and that players ought
to be grateful for that.  Teams playing in the bowl games
pay no taxes on bowl payoffs thanks to an antitrust exemption. The
players, the stars of the show, are not paid while everyone else is
making money. They have stories to tell later on in life about
appearing in a big game. The coaches get millions, athletic
director bonuses. The players may get a ring.


>>> A’s Still
Looking For A New Oakland Ballpark

January 2, 2018

The new year starts out in Oakland
with Major League Baseball’s A’s still playing for the foreseeable
future in the city’s Coliseum while the NFL Raiders and the NBA
Warriors are just about out the door waiting for new homes
elsewhere. The Mark Davis Raiders will move to Las Vegas and the
NBA team will head across the bay to San Francisco. A’s ownership
wanted to leave as well but was blocked from getting a piece of
land for a stadium in Oakland near Laney College so it is back to
the drawing board.

The baseball team is running out
of Oakland options. There was a thought that property near Jack
London Square could present an opportunity and the Howard Terminal
area would be a good place to build a baseball park. That didn’t
work out. There is plenty of room to build a new stadium at the
team’s present site near the Oakland Coliseum. Former lead owner
Lew Wolff did pitch a stadium village on the site. Wolff also
wanted to move the team down the I-880 to Fremont and was
interested in San Jose but the San Francisco Giants franchise had
territorial rights to San Jose and Wolff got nowhere and a court
backed up the Giants claim. San Jose made sense, it is close to the
Silicon Valley and corporate money. San Jose, San Francisco and
Oakland are all part of the same TV market which is shared by the
Giants and A’s. The Giants and A’s have had an uneasy relationship
since Charles Finley moved his A’s from Kansas City to Oakland
after the 1967 season. Both franchises had owners ready to move the
business over the decades, Giants ownership struck out in getting a
ballpark built in San Jose but somehow the Giants claim the
territory. The A’s ballpark problem continues with no real solution
in sight.

 


>>>
Will Charlotte Have An NFL Team In 2019? No One
Knows

January 3, 2018

The National Football League’s
Carolina Panthers franchise is for sale following the owner Jerry
Richardson’s decision to get rid of the business after being
accused of sexual harassment. The team will be sold but here is a
question. Will the franchise remain in Charlotte as the team’s deal
with the city is done after the 2018 season? The answer is not
known at this point. Charlotte recently upgraded the Panthers venue
and there are no attendance issues unlike the situations in San
Diego, St. Louis and Oakland which saw the Chargers, Rams and
Raiders owners leave their homes for what they perceived as greener
pastures. NFL owners are supposed to approve team moves but rarely
ever stop a fellow owner from going elsewhere. But that is an issue
after the team is sold. It is not known whether Richardson has
stipulated that the new owner has to keep the team in Charlotte
after the June, 2019 lease expiration.

The NFL has run out of viable
United States cities for relocation. Oakland will house Mark
Davis’s Raiders for at most two years, San Antonio, San Diego and
St. Louis do not have any NFL ready stadiums on the horizon. The
NFL would eventually like to set up shop in London, England but
there are numerous obstacles that would have to be overcome
including feeding a London based team. The NFL does have a London
stadium. That would be the easiest part of putting a team in
London. It would be extremely hard to justify pulling a team out of
Charlotte. The city’s mayor Vi Lyles wants to work with the new
owner when one is selected to keep the NFL franchise in town. The
Charlotte stadium was built in the 1990s and does not have the
21st century gadgets
that are found in new buildings in Arlington, Texas, Minneapolis
and Atlanta and that could be a problem.

 


>>>Major League Soccer’s
Awkward Expansion Process Stalls

January 4, 2018

In a perfect world, David
Beckham’s Miami Major League Soccer franchise would be playing in a
brand new stadium and the MLS would have added two teams to begin
play in 2020 at the end of 2017. But nothing is ever perfect and
the MLS is still looking at David Beckham and asking when will you
have money for funding your franchise and where is your stadium? On
February 5, 2014, the league gave Beckham a discounted rate to buy
an expansion team and place the franchise in Miami. The league is
still waiting for some sign of life nearly four years later from
Beckham’s soccer team. Beckham just added new business partners in
mid-December but the stadium is still in limbo although the MLS
thinks Beckham will eventually have a soccer stadium opened in
about two years. Officially Beckham still does not have an MLS team
although he has owners and a team name and possibly a
stadium.

About a year ago, the MLS hatched
a plan to find four ownership groups that could own MLS expansion
teams around the United States. The league received interest from
12 cities presumably with owners who could foot the bill for a
team. The hope was to award two expansion franchises by the end of
2017 and two more in 2018. The weeding out process started quickly
with St. Louis voters saying no to funding a stadium in April. MLS
owners finally picked out four groups who could have the right
stuff to own a team. But they came up with just one group from
Nashville after Nashville elected officials pledged to help bring a
soccer team to the city with a quarter of a billion public
investment in a stadium. That was good enough for MLS owners to
grant Nashville investors a team. But Sacramento, Cincinnati and
Detroit did not have good enough proposals. The process will
continue in 2018.


>>>
The TV Show Called The NFL Still Has The Best
Ratings In The Business

January 5, 2018

It is the weekend so it must mean
the National Football League is facing another round of television
ratings scrutiny to see how the league is faring. It would be a
total shock if the league’s playoffs games on Saturday and Sunday
were not the highest rated programs of 2018 when all the numbers
come in. NFL playoff games are usually among the top rated TV shows
of any given year and while people look at sports as games,
television and league executives know it is just a television show.
If that is what the NFL is, a television show, it is time to look
inside the numbers. First the bad news.

NFL television shows had a prime
time TV ratings decline in 2017. Sunday night, Monday night and
Thursday night ratings were off. The Sunday night program has
dropped 19 percent since 2015. Thursday night games on NBC and CBS
were off by 12 percent over two years and that should factor in to
the negotiations with those networks as the package is up for
renewal. Monday night football is off by 17 percent in 24 months.
Those are ugly numbers but if you look at the NFL as just a
television show, the NFL is doing quite well with the Sunday night
NBC package easily outpacing top rated shows. Television ratings
are slipping and have been for years. Networks have been dropping
expensive scripted shows in favor of so-called reality shows or
game shows. Disney’s ABC has revived old time names such as To Tell
The Truth, Pyramid, the Match Game and NBC has new game shows
because the genre is cheap and doesn’t need high ratings to get
advertisers, so those shows are good for business. The NFL still
gets advertisers and gets good numbers in advertiser’s most desired
demographics, 18 to 49 year olds. The NFL TV numbers are still the
best in the business.


>>>Kroenke’s Rams Franchise
The Playoffs And A Lawsuit

January 6, 2018

Daniel Snyder’s Virginia-based National
Football League business which operates from a storefront in
Landover, Maryland but calls itself Washington is not on the field
during the NFL playoffs. But that does not mean Snyder’s business
is closed for the season. Snyder is apparently looking to move the
store from its present home and may have two suitors. Washington,
DC and Maryland. The Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has proposed
swapping state land in western Maryland in exchange for federal
land across from Washington, DC and then build an NFL style stadium
on that land near Washington, DC. The deal would hand over 2,481
acres of the South Mountain State Battlefield to the federal
government in exchange for 512 acres in Oxen Cove Park. The
proposed swap would need Congressional approval. Snyder is also
interested in hearing what District of Columbia city council
members can do for his business by building a stadium somewhere in
Washington. The District has been in the stadium building business
helping out Major League Baseball’s Washington Nationals, Major
League Soccer’s DC United and a practice facility for the National
Basketball Association’s Washington Wizards which doubles as the
home of the Women’s National Basketball Association’s Washington
Mystics.

It should be noted that the dance between
Snyder and the Maryland Governor Hogan or Snyder and the Washington
DC City Council is still very early in the game. Snyder has a
stadium lease in Maryland that ends in 2026. One of the big
problems facing the Maryland plan is infrastructure and getting
people in and out of the stadium area. The Oxen Cove location sits
on the Potomac River and offers views of Washington but there is no
public transit to the site, the local community could lose a public
park and there is a cost factor. The District has no transit
issues. The stadium game has just started.


>>>
Brooklyn Should Not Be A Sports
Graveyard

January 7, 2018

The owners of the New York
Islanders and the owners of the Brooklyn Nets and the Brooklyn
arena are in negotiations trying to come up with a deal that could
allow the Islanders franchise to stay in Brooklyn until the hockey
team’s new building is done at the Belmont racetrack site which is
20 miles east of the Brooklyn arena in 2020. The talks should be
interesting as New York Governor Andrew Cuomo will be watching
closely along with New York taxpayers who have paid hundreds of
millions of dollars in tax subsidies to support the construction of
the arena and surrounding development. The arena seems to be a
money loser and might be up for sale. The building which opened in
2012 has already changed hands.

Brooklyn has a major league sized
population and Manhattan’s corporate money is nearby but a bad
venue design along with an incompetent arena management sunk the
Islanders. The arena when originally envisioned was a multi-use
building for basketball, hockey and every other arena act. Bruce
Ratner, the then New Jersey Nets owner who was trying to build the
place without a full array of public money ran out of private cash
and changed the building’s design. His NBA team moved in after
years of delays. The building has a terrible hockey design. Ratner
would sell his share of his Brooklyn Nets, his building and his
development rights to renovate the Islanders old Nassau Coliseum
home. The Islanders ownership, the NHL and the present Brooklyn
arena group may have Cuomo looming over them during the lease
extension talks as Cuomo wants the Islanders to play a few games at
the Nassau Coliseum. Brooklyn loses another team, baseball’s
Dodgers departed in 1957. The NFL last played in Brooklyn in 1945,
a planned NHL Brooklyn arena never was built in the 1940s. The NBA
team along with boxing and concerts remain in what should have been
a great market. Brooklyn should not be a sports
graveyard.


>>>Big Games Brings In Tens
Of Millions Of Dollars Players See None

January 8, 2018

The big game will be played in
Atlanta with either Alabama or the local team, Georgia, walking off
the field with a college football championship. There is a big
buildup leading to the game and then the national telecast and at
some time during the presentation, as it always is with college
sports, the coaches will be anointed as some sort of geniuses who
are worthy of being the highest paid public employee in his state,
in this case Nick Saban in Alabama and Kirby Smart in Georgia. The
truth is without the unpaid student-athletes both Saban and Smart
have no value. People are watching the game to see the players and
in this case with millions of dollars flowing into the game from
television and marketing partners and from those buying
tickets. Saban and Smart get millions to coach when the actual
performers, the players, are putting their necks on the line and
get nothing. No salary, no long-term health
care. 

In as many as 39 states, a college
coach is the highest paid public employee. Not all of a coach’s
cash come from the state treasury, some comes from marketing
partners, some comes from boosters but none of that money will be
shared with the players and in fact if Saban or Smart wanted to buy
a hamburger for a player, they might break NCAA rules. The late
Rick Majerus who was coaching basketball at the University of Utah
found that out decades ago. What is baffling about the industry of
college sports is that even though players are not paid for their
services, many big time college sports programs lose money. Which
should lead to a follow up question. Why are colleges in the sports
business if it is a money losing proposition? There is no answer,
except perhaps the prestige of having a big team college sports
program with a winning football team.

 


>>>Diplomacy, Rather Bluster
Could Impact 2018 South Korea Games

January 9, 2018

 


For some reason, United States Senator
Lindsay Graham of South Carolina is a media darling and is looked
at as some sort of expert on international relations so when
Senator Graham says something, the Washington pundits listen. The
South Carolina lawmaker does not think it is a good idea for the
United States to send athletes to the South Korea Winter Olympics
which starts on February 9 if North Korean athletes are allowed to
compete.  Graham wants an Olympic boycott because the
relationship between the United States and North Korea is
nonexistent and the stakes have been raised because North Korea
claims it has nuclear weapons. Apparently North and South Korea
have reopened a line of communications and South Korea may want
North Korean athletes to participate in the Games South Korea is
hosting. Two skaters from North Korea did qualify for the 2018
Winter Olympics but missed a deadline to enter. It is possible
under Olympics rules that the two skaters and other North Korean
athletes could enter as wild cards.

 


South Korea still has a joint military
exercise scheduled with the United States and the Americans plan to
honor that commitment after the Olympics. Defense Secretary James
Mattis initially said the United States did not plan to pause the
annual military exercise with South Korea during the Olympics.
South Korea and the United States usually hold their two annual
military drills, in March and April, with some 17,000 American
troops and more than 300,000 South Korean soldiers participating.
Last November, the South Korea government said it might consider
dropping the joint exercises. Senator Graham is worried if North
Korea does take part in the South Korea Olympics, it would give the
North Korea government legitimacy. Graham added he was confident
South Korea will reject this absurd overture. Graham can complain
but South Korea has to make the call.

 


 


>>>
New York State Considering Big Changes Impacting
Horse Racing

 


January 10, 2018

The New York State legislature has
gone back to work and the horse racing industry is watching Albany
very closely because there might be significant changes coming to
both thoroughbred and Standardbred racing. There is a thought that
horse racing around the New York City area may end up consolidating
with Belmont racetrack getting a makeover that would allow the
track on the New York City-Nassau County border to accommodate both
types of racing. That would allow the owners of thoroughbred
racing’s Aqueduct track and Standardbred’s Yonkers-Empire City
racetrack to shut down and develop acres of land around those two
facilities that presently have both a casino and racetrack. But
there is a problem with the thought. The New York State legislature
mandated that racetracks and casinos go hand in hand and that a
casino cannot exist without a racetrack.

There is some talk of building a
convention center at the Aqueduct site which is located near
Kennedy Airport. The Yonkers site would have become a shopping mall
had the state not allowed a casino to be built adjacent to the
track.  New York is planning to issue three casino licenses in
the New York City metropolitan area by 2021. It appears the owners
of both racetracks are angling for those licenses.  In 2001,
state lawmakers decided the only way to save the Standardbred
industry in New York was to allow track owners to install video
lottery terminals inside the track’s grandstands. The tracks became
casinos first, horse racing facilities second. The casino at
Yonkers Raceway took in $590 million in bets in 2016. What might
replace the 118-year-old half mile Yonkers racetrack? Possibly
retail, possible a sports facility although in the New York City
area just one team is looking for a home, the MLS’ New York City
club. Belmont is getting an arena. The horse racing industry is
watching.

 


>>>The Sports Authority Name
Is Being Erased In Denver

January 11, 2018

A monument to bankruptcy is coming
down. The Sports Authority name is coming off the stadium which
houses the Denver Broncos long after the company declared
bankruptcy, closed down stores and sold the company’s intellectual
property. Broncos ownership had hoped to find a cash rich corporate
partner that wanted to call the Broncos stadium by a corporate name
for a third time in 16 years. But ownership struck out in 2017 and
is hoping to find a partner in 2018. Corporate names come and go
but sports journalists always seem eager to call a stadium or an
arena by a corporate name and the buyer of the stadium or arena
naming rights wants the sports media to use that name. Nearly 17
years ago, the battle between the corporate naming rights holder of
the football stadium in Denver and a Denver newspaper got out of
hand as the financial service company was annoyed with the Denver
Post’s ignoring the corporate name of the stadium. There is no
reason for media, unless the media is a TV or radio rights holder,
should identify a corporate sponsor in reports.

Sports Authority signed the
Broncos naming rights deal in 2011. It had marketing agreements
with the Colorado Rockies, Los Angeles Dodgers, Milwaukee Brewers,
Los Angeles Galaxy, Minnesota Vikings, the New York Jets,
Philadelphia Eagles and the New York Giants. Being associated
with teams did nothing for the company. The company never had
enough money to cover sports sponsorships. It stiffed Broncos
ownership in 2016. Some CEOs want to be associated with sports and
will make a vanity buy for naming rights and that happened in
Oakland a decade ago with the Coliseum. But it is not clear if
stadium or arena naming rights are worth the cost. The teams though
want the money as do municipalities who get a share. It is getting
more difficult finding companies willing to pay tens of millions
annually for naming rights as Broncos ownership found
out.

 


>>>
Jon Gruden Needs To Thank Nevada Lawmakers For
His Contract

January 12, 2018

Jon Gruden is the winner of what
might be the largest jackpot ever given to an NFL coach. Gruden is
now the coach of the Oakland-Las Vegas Raiders and you have to
wonder what Nevada residents really think of Raiders owner Mark
Davis getting $750 million from the Nevada governor and state
lawmakers to help build his business’s new home. Davis took the
generous Nevada offer because he thought he had an opportunity to
make more money and take some of that money and invest it in the
business.  The stadium will cost $1.9 billion, Raiders
partners are putting up $650 million with the state and other
investors chipping in the rest. Davis is assuming a big risk though
in putting up $650 million. Without the largest public subsidy in
the history of stadium building in the United States, Jon Gruden
would not have gotten the very, very rich deal. Davis must feel Las
Vegas will be a goldmine because he would never have been able to
sign Gruden to a lucrative deal staying in Oakland.  The NFL
does have a salary cap for players but none for a coach, coaching
staff, scouting staff and other front office personnel including
promotional people.

Clark County and Nevada residents
have educational and infrastructure problems and apparently don’t
have enough money to fix roads yet through various taxes are
helping to pay Gruden’s salary.  Raiders’ ownership
is getting to keep every penny generated in the stadium from
luxury boxes, to club seats, to signage, to restaurants, to
parking. The Raiders stadium will not have a sportsbook on the
premises and there will be no sexually themed advertising partners
putting their business names up anywhere in the stadium. Davis’s
Raiders business will also pick up some money from the University
of Las Vegas’s football team usage of the stadium. Nevada residents
hit the daily double, a stadium and a big debt.


>>>Rene Fasel Thinks He Can
Get NHL Players At The Beijing Games

January 13, 2018

The 2018 South Korea Winter
Olympics is less than a month away and the hockey competition will
go ahead without National Hockey League players. But the President
of the International Ice Hockey Federation Rene Fasel is working to
get NHL players to participate in the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics.
Fasel wants to bypass NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman and the 31
owners and appeal directly to the National Hockey League Players
Association Executive Director Donald Fehr and try to convince Fehr
to pressure the NHL to send players to China in 2022 during the
next collective bargaining negotiations. The present CBA between
NHL owners and players is done after the 2019-2020
season.

Fasel seems to believe what
Bettman said during an interview in Sweden in
November. “I never say never, but I
find it hard to envision a scenario where it makes sense, unless,
possibly, if the Winter Games are back in North America where the
time frame and the attention and the logistics, travel, are a lot
different.” But that seems to be a contradiction since the NHL has
designed an initiative to increase hockey awareness in China which
is a major sports market but has little interest in hockey. China
is trying to get a team together that would be good enough to play
in an Olympics tournament but it is hard to image a program
starting from scratch to even make the Olympics cut. The NHL had
two pre-season games in Beijing and Shanghai in September which was
the start of the NHL’s China footprint.  Bettman and NHL
owners said no to the 2018 South Korea games for a number of
reasons which were rooted in money as the International Olympic
Committee did not want to pay for NHL players travel and insurance
costs. NHL owners did not want to suspend the season in February.
Fasel thinks the NHL is wrong.


>>>Major League Baseball
Still Wants To Play Games In Puerto Rico

January 14, 2018

It appears that Major League Baseball is
going ahead with a two game series featuring Minnesota and
Cleveland on April 17 and 18 in San Juan, Puerto Rico despite the
fact that electricity might fully not be restored in the American
territory months after a hurricane tore apart the island. Two years
ago, Major League Baseball canceled two games between Pittsburgh
and Miami in San Juan because the Players Association did not want
members exposed to the Zika virus.



Commissioner Rob Manfred decided that the players who objected to
the trip because of their specific family situations should not be
forced to travel to Puerto Rico. The decision to cancel the
games was not a surprise, Puerto Rican officials claimed that the
Zika virus was not much of a concern and that cancelling the two
games was sending a bad message out to tourists who might want to
vacation in the cash strapped American territory. This time it is
different. Puerto Rico is in desperate need of assistance and two
baseball games might help. Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands
are struggling with tourism. Cruise ships have been going to the
areas devastated by two hurricanes but both territories need help
and Major League Baseball is in a position to pitch in if the San
Juan stadium which was damaged in the storm is usable. Major League
Baseball plans to send some sort of aid package to help local
residents. Major League Baseball has a vested interest in Puerto
Rico as it is a prime baseball area and players do develop skills
that enable them to get into a position where they are scouted and
signed. In 2016, Major League Baseball and The Major League
Baseball Players Association signed a deal authorizing $5 million
to be invested in Puerto Rican baseball programs. Puerto Rico
residents need any help they can get even if it is minimal aid from
two baseball games.

 


 


>>>Negro Players Struggles
In The 1950s When Dr. King Joined The Civil Rights
Movement

January 15, 2018

It has been nearly 50 years since
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was gunned down in
Memphis, Tennessee.  King became involved in the civil rights
movement in the mid-1950s. At that time, not every Major League
Baseball team had Negro players, there was an unofficial quota of
four Negro players on each National Football League team. No Negro
could be a quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because
Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall did not hire
Negro players for his Washington NFL team. Marshall would be the
last holdout in the hiring Negro players. Marshall gave in because
of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall from
moving his football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in 1962
because of equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycotts, Negro players
could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south. In
1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1, 1948 game but did not want Wally Triplett to play.
Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played. The NFL
ended an informal color ban in 1946 as Los Angeles Coliseum
officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves he could move his
team and enter into a lease to use the stadium if he hired Negro
players.

The Harlem Globetrotters
basketball team was bigger than the National Basketball Association
but in the 1950s while the team could entertain on the court in
southern cities, the players could not stay at certain hotels or
eat at certain restaurants because of Jim Crow laws. Same held true
during baseball’s Florida spring training for Negro players.
American Football League players boycotted the league’s planned
1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim Crow. Conditions for
Negro athletes did change by the end of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr’s. life in 1968 but work remained.


>>>North Korea In, Russia
Out Of 2018 South Korea Olympics

January 16, 2018

Who would have thought that the 2018 South
Korea Olympics would feature a team from North Korea and not have a
Russian team competing? That is the status of the Olympics with a
bit more than three weeks to go before the event gets underway.
North Korea apparently is also sending a delegation to represent
the county at the South Korea sports celebration. In a way, this is
a victory for the International Olympic Committee in a stated goal
of using sports to make the world safer. Just because North Korea
has athletes competing in South Korea, it does not mean tensions
between North Korea and the United States have thawed nor does it
mean than strains between the two Koreas have abated and it doesn’t
mean that Japan is all of a sudden going to trust the North Korean
regime. What is it? An opening that could produce some talks
between the US, South Korea and Japan and maybe some pressure to
expand the talks from just a sports event to something more
substernal that can include China and Russia.

 

Russia will not have a team
after being tossed from the 2018 Olympics by the IOC for a doping
scheme although Russia had many allies Russia saying should be
there. The IOC and the World Anti-Doping Agency were at odds over
whether Russia should have competed in the 2016 Rio Summer
Olympics. Russia did participate with the IOC's backing after WADA
suggested a ban. Last fall, the World
Anti-Doping Agency President Sir Craig Reedie did an about face and
was against banning the Russian team from the 2018 South Korean
Games. Switzerland's Patrick Baumann
said the National Anti-Doping Organization members including the
United States and Britain, did not have the "moral ground" to push
for banning the Russian team. There will be Russian athletes
participating in the South Korea Games as neutral competitors. The
Russians are coming after all.

 


 


>>>
London Calling, NBA Answers Just Once A
Year

January 17, 2018

The National Basketball Association’s one
game trip into London is done. The NBA keeps sending teams to play
a game in London but the NBA was never able to establish a European
Division which was a goal of former Commissioner David Stern.
The plan was to establish the conference by 2010 with London having
one of the franchises. The NBA seems to have put the notion on
permanent hiatus. Europe has an established basketball leagues and
may not need the NBA.



The NBA has had an eye on Europe for more than five
decades. The Boston Celtics’ coach Red Auerbach really began the
globalization of basketball in 1964 when he took a group of NBA
players to Europe with the goal of beating the Soviet National Team
in Moscow. Auerbach was annoyed that the Soviet Union team was
beating up on American college kids in various international
tournaments and decided to march on Moscow with the help of his
friends at the United States Department of State. Auerbach’s goal
was to get a Soviet visa for himself, his staff and players and be
a Johnny Appleseed by putting seeds down in various European
countries by playing games and giving clinics on his march on the
European continent. Auerbach got as far as Cairo, Egypt. He never
did get the Soviet visas and was stopped but along the way
throughout Europe and into Cairo, Auerbach provided a foundation
that would eventually produce quality European basketball players
who would play in the league and open up international
markets.  In 2016, Commissioner
Adam Silver ruled out a European division although he insisted that
the league would love to have an All-Star Weekend in London and
would continue playing annual games in London.  The NBA seems
more interested in Mexico City these days than in Europe. Love is
fickle.

 


 


>>>Will The Joint North
American World Cup Bid Be Trumped By Morocco?

 


January 18, 2018

 


In five months the governing body of soccer,
FIFA, awards the 2026 World Cup rights to either a United States,
Canada and Mexico joint proposal or Morocco’s bid for the event. It
was thought that the North American proposal was a sure thing and
that it was just a matter of FIFA rubber stamping the proposal for
the international sports competition. But that notion came before
Donald Trump’s immigration meeting last week when he let certain
Senate members know what he thought of some of the voting
countries, 55 of them from Africa which also happens to house
Morocco as one of its countries. Those nations are not happy with
Trump.  Morocco was considered not much of a contender when it
matched up against the North American bid and it has a history of
rejection as a host for the 1994, 1998, 2006 and 2010 World cup.
Before Trump uttered his remarks which he contended he never said,
Morocco had the support of the Confederation of African
Football.

 

There are 211 FIFA members. Africa has
more than a quarter of the voters. The North American bid is better
from the stadium, infrastructure and access to money viewpoint than
Morocco.  In 2010, Morocco did get a good rating in its failed
bid. But the 2026 World Cup will feature 48 teams not 32 and
Morocco may not be able to accommodate all the teams in a manner
that FIFA wants. There were some assumptions that European
countries would go for the North American bid but Trump’s visit to
England has been canceled and it seems the United States has some
relationships that have been slightly frayed on the continent.
Canada and the US might have a North America Free Trade Agreement
problem as that pact is under attack by Trump. Trump still wants
his Mexican wall.  Diplomacy plays a part in World Cup
selection.

 


 


>>>Coaches Coach, They Are
Not News Editors

 


January 19, 2018

 


You might have heard that some National
Basketball Association coaches are having a problem with ESPN and
some ESPN reporters who have found LaVar Bell to be an interesting
character who likes to sprout out opinions and has no problem
sharing them with any reporters. Bell is good copy. But NBA coaches
aren’t thrilled that Bell criticized Los Angeles Lakers coach Luke
Walton. Bell’s son plays on that team and some coaches have decided
that team public relations directors should revoke the NBA
credentials of those ESPN NBA reporters who are talking to Bell.
Detroit coach Stan Van Gundy is one of the most opinionated of the
NBA coaches and suggested he would skip in protest the
all-important production meeting where he says nothing to the ESPN
announcers and producers prior to an ESPN broadcast of the
Washington-Detroit January 19 contest.

 


Apparently NBA coaches such as Van Gundy,
Golden State’s Steve Kerr and Dallas’ Rick Carlisle don’t realize
that without ESPN part of their huge salaries would disappear. ESPN
pays billions for the right to carry NBA games. Also some NBA
coaches have had no problems voicing opinions on social issues. It
seems incompressible that certain NBA coaches are so thinned
skinned when it comes to criticism about their own. It is also hard
to believe that ESPN would bow down to the coaches or teams, the
teams are paid by ESPN. Robert Iger, who runs Disney-ESPN, needs to
explain to NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and the 30 NBA Owners,
without us, your businesses would be worth significantly less
money. Yet, television partners always seem to be afraid of
leagues. Also to NBA coaches, ESPN is a product of the 1984 cable
TV act where everyone pays for what few watch, cable TV made sports
franchises more valuable. The coaches should coach as they are not
editors.

 


 


>>>Fitting North Korea Into
The 2018 South Korea Olympics

 


January 20, 2018

 


Irony or not, the actual
mechanics of getting North Korea situated into the 2018 South Korea
Winter Olympics will take place on the one year anniversary of
Donald Trump being sworn in as the 45th President of the
United States. There will be a meeting at the International Olympic
Committee’s Swiss headquarters and a number of issues apparently
need to be worked out so North Korean can be fully integrated into
the Games that start on February 9. The first is trying to figure
out exactly how many North Koreans can take part in the Games.
There is a notion that at least three North Korean women can be
added to the South Korean ice hockey team. That number could be as
high as eight. But before that is decided, there is the Opening
Ceremonies athlete march.

 


Will North Korea athletes join South Korean
athletes in the ceremonies? The two Korea Olympics teams did join
together at the Opening Ceremonies of the 2000 Sydney Summer Games
along with 2004 Athens Summer Olympics and the 2006 Turin Winter
Games. An agreement has to be reached on questions regarding the
use of the North Korean flag, national anthem and team uniform. The
discussion will then center on North Korean Olympics joining the
South Korean team and how that will be accomplished. The last time
there was a joint Korean team was at the 1936 Berlin Games when the
Korean peninsula was under Japanese control. The International
Olympic Committee has some experience with split countries as the
East and West Germany squads competed as one country in the 1956
Melbourne, 1960 Rome and the 1964 Tokyo Games. Starting in 1968,
the two countries went their separate Olympic ways until the Berlin
Wall came down and Germany had a unified team for the 1992
Barcelona Summer Games.  North Korea and South Korea have
resumed talking to each other.

 


 


>>>
Jim Watson’s Attitude Cannot Be Winning Him
Friends In Sports

 


January 21, 2018

 


It is safe to say that
Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson’s statement that “We should not be using property tax dollars to subsidize an
NHL team. That’s not the role of a municipal government, in my
opinion,” did not go down well with National Hockey League
Commissioner Gary Bettman, Ottawa Senators owner Eugene Melnyk and
probably every other sports commissioner and sports owner in North
America. After all team owners and their lobbyist commissioners
expect political leaders to roll over and give them what they feel
is necessary public funding to make their sports business
successful whether comes from not paying taxes to an outright
handout.  Watson also added, at least in Ottawa, “It’s very
clear that there is precious little support for direct subsidies to
professional sports teams,”  It appears Melnyk does not even
know whether he wants to do business in Ottawa which would require
him to move the franchise from nearby Kanata to the city. In fact
Melnyk isn’t sure he even wants to be in the market if his recent
remarks are to be believed. Bettman had been talking to Watson
about the possibility of getting a downtown arena built in
Ottawa.

 

Watson’s statement of not using property tax
dollars to subsidize an NHL team is not what sports people want to
hear. The leagues and owners make demands and threaten to take
their scarce product, leagues and natural monopolies and leagues
artificially control the number of teams creating a scarcity which
makes teams move attractive no matter the cost to some government
officials. In the 1990s, handing out public money for sports
facilities was justified by the belief sports venues were an
economic engine for a community. There is a great deal of evidence
that was a failed public policy and it is getting more difficult to
get public money for sports facilities. Watson though is open to do
a deal with Melnyk.

 


 


>>>Celebrating America’s
Holiday The Super Bowl’s Roots

 


January 22, 2018

 


The Super Bowl is an unofficial American
holiday where a football game becomes the focal point of parties.
But none of this existed before 1967 and it took an act of Congress
to create the Super Bowl. Its roots can be traced back to a game
that was never played, the 1965 American Football League All Star
Game in New Orleans. African-American players boycotted that
game and it set off a series of events that concluded in the first
championship game between the AFL and the NFL almost two years
later.

 

Despite the passage of the Civil Rights Act
in 1964, African American players who were selected to play in New
Orleans encountered problems. The players were denied cab rides
into New Orleans and were called names. Cookie Gilchrest led the
boycott and the game was moved to Houston. New Orleans never got an
AFL team but when the two leagues merged in 1966, New Orleans
became a political football. The merger needed Congressional
approval first and there were two roadblocks, Louisiana Senator
Russell Long and Congressman Hale Boggs also of Louisiana, two
powerful players in both chambers. NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle
lobbied both and both said they didn't see how a merger would
benefit New Orleans. Eventually Rozelle got a deal together, a 1967
NFL expansion team for New Orleans in exchange for Long and Boggs's
support. It worked and there were some other political maneuvers
that kept the 15 NFL teams and nine AFL teams in their cities. The
legislation passed and was sent to President Lyndon Johnson who
signed the measure on the back of an anti-inflation bill in October
1966. The first did game not sell out in Los Angeles. The Super
Bowl took a few years to become a national holiday and was a
product of Jim Crow and an Act of Congress.

 


 


>>>Possible CFL Changes Could
Impact American Football Players

 


January 23, 2018

 


There is a notion that the Canadian Football
League would be better off with a middle of May to October schedule
with the Grey Cup championship game taking place in late October.
Weather is a factor as winter comes early in Edmonton, Calgary,
Regina and Winnipeg but there are other reasons. There would be
less overlap with the National Football League although the NFL
likes having the CFL around for antitrust purposes as in theory the
CFL is NFL competition. It’s not, except on legal ground it is. The
CFL would like to export the product and may have an eye on an
American TV deal. In competition for the sports loonie, an earlier
start to the season would put the league up against the National
Hockey League’s Stanley Cup playoffs earlier rounds but the league
already competes with the Stanley Cup finals. Only Toronto would
have to deal with Major League Baseball and the National Basketball
Association. The Toronto Argonauts franchise is owned by Maple Leaf
Sports Enterprises whose properties include the NBA Raptors.

 

There would be some logistical problems as
training camp now starts in mid-May and would have to be pushed
back. That might play havoc with finding housing for training camps
as college dorms would not be available. The CFL does have TV deals
and would have to discuss how pushing up the schedule would impact
TV partners. There is another aspect which seems to be overlooked
at the moment. The Labor Day Canadian airlift which sees CFL teams
going after American players who failed to make an NFL squad. The
Labor Day weekend is the start of the second half of the CFL season
and teams look to improve by signing players who were just not good
enough for the NFL. A change would end the Canadian Airlift. The
2018 schedule is done but CFL changes are coming.

 


 


>>>Two Seventy Plus Year Olds
Arguing About The Hall Of Fame Does Not Help Baseball With Young
People

 


January 24, 2018

Nothing quite says we are trying to get more
young people interested in buying tickets to baseball games and
having them also watch on TV than a fight between a 79-year-old man
and a 74-year-old man about who belongs in the Cooperstown, New
York baseball hall of fame. The 74-year-old man in this case is Joe
Morgan, a member of the hall of fame who sent a letter to the
people who vote on this award, veteran baseball newspaper writers
imploring them not to vote for players who have been accused of
using steroids. Morgan’s letter was not kindly received by the
79-year-old man Willie McCovey who is also a member of the
Cooperstown shrine. McCovey said of the letter meant to influence
voters, “you’re naïve if you don’t think it was aimed at Barry.”
The Barry in this case is Barry Bonds whose name appeared in the
2007 Mitchell report that was crafted by former United States
Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell in the investigation of
performance enhancement usage in baseball.

Morgan said steroids users were
cheaters. Morgan is wrong. They are lawbreakers according to United
States laws. Newspaper writers should never vote on any awards.
They are reporters not judges. Morgan continues baseball’s practice
of running down the players. Generations ago, baseball was king but
baseball has lost popularity. People like Morgan cling to days that
are lionized. Older fans agree. But that thinking is not good in
attracting young people to follow the game because young people
don’t care about steroids or baseball history. No other sport
constantly rehashes steroids usage by players. Here is another
thing for Morgan, politicians, TV executives and corporate partners
don’t care as they keep spending money and investing in
baseball.  One more thing, baseball may do a mini-series, Babe
Ruth bad guy to attract young fans.


>>>
London Calling Are Expiring Lease NFL Owners
Listening?

January 25, 2018

Mark Waller is of the belief that the
National Football League could have a permanent franchise in London
maybe as soon as there is a new collective bargaining agreement
signed and when a new American television deal is reached and that
can be all accomplished by 2022. So the time frame would be 2023
according to Waller’s thinking. Who is Mark Waller? He is the NFL’s
international vice president and has been involved with getting
London NFL ready for years. But Waller’s thinking that London will
get a franchise is a bit baffling in that the NFL has never
expressed an interest in expanding beyond the league’s 32
franchises. So is London being used to threaten cities that have
teams? Telling them if you don’t ante up and give an owner a better
stadium or lease, we always have London and London is ready to grab
a franchise.

 


The NFL has abandoned two cities, St. Louis
and San Diego as those two franchise owners decided that the Los
Angeles market is better. Mark Davis is biding time in Oakland and
then will take his Raiders to Las Vegas. Which teams might be
available? Jerry Richardson is selling his Charlotte, North
Carolina based Panthers and a new owner inherits a lease that ends
in June 2019. Charlotte is a good market with a 1990s style
stadium. Buffalo’s lease with the local government ends in 2023.
New Orleans’s Superdome lease ends in 2025. Cincinnati’s stadium
deal is done in 2026, Nashville and Baltimore’s municipal
agreements with NFL owners end in 2027. Those are the first teams
on that could be on a potential relocation list. Waller used the
term relocating team. The NFL will play three regular season games
in London in 2018 and could stage as many as five games in London
in 2019 and 2020. The NFL lags behind other sports globally and
wants a London hit.

 


 


>>>
It’s Party Time For The NHL In Tampa

 


January 26, 2018

 


The National Hockey League is shutting down
for three days for the All-Star Weekend corporate party, fanfest
and various player competitions and something resembling an
All-Star Game which takes place in Tampa. All-Star Games in all
sports are just shows with the game part of an overall
entertainment package and this weekend in Tampa is no different.
But one thing that should be carefully watched is what NHL
Commissioner Gary Bettman says after the league has never been
healthier which is a staple of a Commissioner’s talk in any sport.
Bettman needs to address a number of issues. Will the NHL change
its collective thinking about not going to the Olympics and return
at the 2022 Beijing Games? After all, the NHL has started to make
an investment in China and would like to tap into that market
place.

 


There are individual franchise problems and
two of them are in Canada. In Calgary, there is no a problem with
corporate support or local TV but Flames ownership has struck out
in an attempt to get public money for a new arena. There has been
some talk of the team moving but there is nothing wrong with the
Calgary market except a stalemate between the franchise owners and
the city in getting funding for a new building. In Ottawa, Senators
owner Eugene Melnyk doesn’t appear to know what he wants to do with
his team. Melnyk is not sure moving into Ottawa from Kanata will
help with his team’s finances. Arizona extended its lease in
Glendale for a year. Carolina has a new owner, the New York
Islanders/Rangers/Mets owners have a deal to build a new Islanders
arena at the Belmont racetrack site but there is a question as to
where Islanders games will be played in 2019 and 2020. Bettman may
clarify Seattle’s NHL status. The league is doing well but problems
always exist.

 


 


>>>
Falling Ratings? Not An NFL Or TV Network
Problem

 


January 27, 2019

 


Remember all of the talk that National
Football League television ratings were dropping and that it meant
something, just what that something was or is we don’t know but it
meant something. As it turns out, CBS, NBC, and FOX are interested
in signing up for the now available NFL Thursday night package
although industry reports suggest that CBS and NBC, which each paid
$450 million for the rights to show five games or $90 million a
game, want to keep the programming at less money. But there is
another bidder and while Thursday night TV ratings did drop,
Thursday night football ratings remain strong when compared with
other network programming. The NFL has limited the over-the air
Thursday night package to just 10 games. Separately, there are
eight additional games that ended up on the NFL Network, six
Thursday night contests and two others. The doomsday pundits
seemingly don’t understand that overall television ratings in the
United States have dropped. There are just too many shows, too many
ways of how a product is delivered. A television set used to be the
only way to see a program but that is not the case today. Verizon
just paid the league $1.5 billion over five years to stream Sunday
night, Monday night and Thursday night NFL games. Verizon wanted to
boast its AOL, Go90, Complex and Yahoo! brands with NFL
properties.

 

The NFL will also be looking to find another
platform for Thursday night football. Last year, Amazon paid $50
million for the streaming rights for the Thursday programming which
was a 16 game package. Facebook may not be bidding for the product
though. Facebook has made a big financial sports commitment to
stream Major League Baseball, Major League Soccer, college football
and European soccer games over the past two years. NFL TV audiences
have diminished but video money is pouring into the league.

 


 


>>>How Did Dr. Larry Nassar’s
Crimes Go Unnoticed?

 


January 28, 2018

 


The 2018 Winter Olympics is less than two
weeks away and there should be a dark cloud over the United States
Olympic Committee. International journalists should be asking tough
questions of the USOC and the International Olympic Committee about
Dr. Larry Nassar. Did USOC and IOC members know about the claims
that the doctor, who was the American gymnastic team physician at
four Olympics, sexually assaulted members of the women’s team?
Reportedly there were whispers about the team doctor’s conduct and
apparently everyone looked the other way. The people who bring the
public the Olympics are so busy chasing down athletes for urine
samples to see if they are doping or demanding cities, states and
countries for money to fund their Olympics parties that they didn’t
bother to kick the tires and see if in fact any of the allegations
were credible. The Games Must Go on.

 


In 2015, USA Gymnastics fired Dr. Nassar. In
September, 2016, the Indianapolis Star broke the story that two
American gymnasts had accused Dr. Nassar of sexual assault. In
addition to his duties with USA Gymnastics, the doctor was a member
of the Michigan State University faculty and ran a clinic and
gymnastic club at the state school. If there were any whispers
about the doctor’s alleged behavior in East Lansing, not far from
Michigan’s statehouse, it was ignored. It took about 10 months for
the FBI to get into a full investigative mode according to the
Indianapolis Star’s reporting after USA Gymnastics got wind of
alleged sexual abuse in June 2015. At Michigan State, the first
report about alleged assault came in 1997. Dr. Nassar will be in
jail for the rest of his life. But what happens to the adults who
didn’t bother to investigate the whispers? These are the adults who
claim there is integrity sports. Should sports presenters be
trusted?

 


 


>>>The NBA Has Its Price To
Support Gambling

 


January 29, 2018

 


The National Basketball Association and some
states are getting ready for the Supreme Court of the United States
to rule that the 1992 Professional And Amateur Sports Protection
Act is illegal and that states like New Jersey, Delaware and New
York can establish a sportsbook. The 1992 federal legislation has
restricted sports betting to just four states, Nevada which has a
full sportsbook, and limited betting in Delaware, Montana and
Oregon. Delaware and New Jersey have been blocked from implementing
full sports betting by lower court decisions. National Basketball
Association Commissioner David Stern in the 1990s testified
before a New Jersey legislative committee that the National
Basketball Association wanted no part of a sportsbook in Atlantic
City casinos because the league’s integrity would be on the line if
sports betting was legalized. By 2015, Stern’s successor Adam
Silver thought the league could support sportsbooks because it
would create a new revenue stream for the business. Last week, NBA
attorney Dan Spillane testified before the New York State Senate
Committee on Racing, Gaming and Wagering and outlined what the NBA
would like to see should New York be able to establish a
sportsbook. The NBA wants a piece of the action starting with a one
percent take of every bet placed. The NBA sees money.

 

But the NBA does not want sports betting
limited to some large room in some building. The league is also
proposing online betting which means people inside an arena could
bet on NBA games with relative ease through their phones. The NBA
wants consumer protections and to monitor betting. The NFL and the
NCAA have been in court to keep states from opening sportsbooks
particularly in New Jersey. The NHL and Major League Baseball seem
ready to embrace sports betting if the Supreme Court says yes.
There is big money that that can flow into their businesses.

 


 


>>>The Super Bowl As A
Political Force

 


January 30, 2018

 


The Super Bowl is a political force. The
2004 game’s halftime show with Janet Jackson’s costume malfunction
changed TV indecency laws. Without the Super Bowl, it might
have taken a lot longer for Arizona to recognize the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. In 1990 the NFL awarded Super Bowl 27
to Tempe knowing Arizona was not on board with the celebration. NFL
owners got assurances that would change. The story of Arizona
and the King Holiday started in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan
signed the King celebration into law. Arizona followed. But in 1987
new Governor Evan Meacham decided not to celebrate the holiday.

 

In 1989, the Arizona state legislature
passed legislation to create the holiday but opponents managed
to get enough signatures to get voters in the state to decide on
whether to honor King in a November 1990 referendum. Arizona voters
overturned the legislature's decision and the NFL moved Super Bowl
27 to Pasadena, California. NFL owners along with the National
Football League Players Association stepped up the pressure and
told Arizona politicians that the league would never consider
playing a Super Bowl in the Phoenix area unless the state
recognized the holiday. The January 1996 Super Bowl became
available, and the NFL was interested in going to Tempe if Arizona
said yes to establishing King Day as a state holiday. In 1992,
Arizona voters passed a referendum honoring the slain civil rights
leader. In 1993, NFL gave Super Bowl 30 to Tempe. Arizona
was on board with the holiday.  The NFL is powerful enough
when the situation is right for the owners to impact society. The
NFL uses the awarding the Super Bowl as a perk if a municipality
puts up money for a new stadium. More attention should be paid to
the significance of the Super Bowl as a political powerhouse
because the Big Game is more than just a quasi-national
holiday.

 


>>>TV Playoff Time And NBC Is
The Favorite To Win The Sweeps

 


January 31, 2018

 


Its playoff time again for American
television. The February sweeps begin tomorrow and it is a given
that sports is going to dominate the ratings. The first big number
will come in on Monday morning, February 5 hours after the
completion of the Super Bowl which more than likely will be NBC and
TV’s most watched program in 2018. NBC is going to win the February
sweeps with the Super Bowl and coverage of the South Korea Olympics
which begins on February 9 and concludes on February 25. NBC will
not see much counter programming from other networks for 17 days
during the sweeps period. The Oscars take place on March 4 this
year and will not compete with the Olympics. The Oscars
presentation is a February sweeps winner but ABC and Oscars
producers opted not go head to head against the Games final day.
 

TV sweeps month has been around since 1954
and is probably extremely dated in this day of fragmentation. In
1954, CBS and NBC were established networks with few competitors as
the Dumont network was trying to hang on and ABC was struggling to
gain a place in the medium. In 1954, the A. C. Nielsen Company sent
booklets to American homes and asked people to keep a diary of what
they watched. Nielsen still keeps track of TV ratings 64 years
later with less than 40,000 homes reporting back to them as to what
they are watching. Is Nielsen reliable? That apparently doesn’t
matter all that much, Nielsen is accepted as the industry standard.
The results are used to set ad prices for local stations. National
ad rates come from year round ratings. NBC is going to have big
numbers in February and will use that data to figure out what to
charge for ads later in the year. Today TV gets more from
subscriber fees and ads unlike 1954.

 


 


February 2018: The Super Bowl is the big
early month story. Major League Baseball’s Spring Training opens
and the 2018 South Korea Olympics takes the stage.

 


 


>>>Baseball’s Popularity
Shows Another Decline In Gallup Poll

 


February 1, 2018

 


February is an unusual time on the United
States on the sports calendar. Football says goodbye with the
ultimate showdown and the country’s most watched sports event, the
Super Bowl. But February also features the NBA and college
basketball, the National Hockey League, MLS pre-season games,
tennis and golf and the beginning of spring training in baseball.
If a Gallup poll released in January is to be believed, there is
not much interest anymore in baseball as the game has slipped
behind football and basketball as the sport people follow the most.
The poll was conducted in December at the height of the football
season and sampled 1,049 adults of all ages. Baseball received a
nine percent share as the most popular sport. It is a stunning
downfall. In the post-World War II days, baseball grabbed 39
percent of support in a Gallup poll. Baseball had been the absolute
king of American sports through the 1950s with boxing and horse
racing trailing in popularity. But football and TV were made for
one another, the game was easy to follow on a small screen and
football between 1958 and 1965 caught fire. The fact that
basketball now has surpassed baseball is surprising and what is
somewhat startling is the soccer is not far behind baseball.

 

A look at Gallup’s numbers show two negative
trends for baseball. It is most popular with people over 55 years
and is not getting good numbers in the 18 to 34 year old and the 35
to 54 year old categories trailing football, basketball and soccer
by a substantial margin. Major League Baseball officials have been
looking for ways of tweaking the game for the next generation that
is accustomed to quick action from video games to sports. There is
another Gallup statistic that should cause alarm. Fifteen percent
of those polled have no favorite sport.

 


 


>>>Justin Timberlake Is Back
At The Super Bowl

 


February 2, 2018

 


Justin Timberlake will be the Super Bowl
halftime entertainer but this time, unlike 14 years ago, the NFL
will make sure there will be no wardrobe malfunction. The Super
Bowl impacts society and sometimes leaves a legacy. Timberlake and
Janet Jackson not only changed the Super Bowl halftime show in 2004
but TV as well. Timberlake grabbed Jackson in a dance routine
accidentally forcing her dress to open which revealed one of her
breasts. That 9/16’s of a second left an impression.

 

Conservative politicians
derided CBS and CBS's MTV unit which produced the halftime show.
Within 15 hours, politicians gathered on the steps of the Capitol
in Washington pointing a finger at Jackson and CBS for promoting
something immoral.  Then the hammer came down on CBS. The
Republican Federal Communications Commission majority got
involved and fined Viacom/CBS $550,000 and changed indecency rules.
Viacom/CBS fought the fines for seven years and won. But the FCC
raised the amount stations and networks could be docked for what
can be termed questionable images and dirty words. In 2004,
television stations were scared off by the prospects of fines.
Sixty-six ABC TV affiliates did not show the movie Saving Private
Ryan because of foul language concerns. The TV stations didn’t want
to risk a fine. Saving Private Ryan had won five Academy Awards
following the film's 1998 release. It had previously aired on ABC
twice in 2001 and 2002. Military veterans’ groups were furious with
the stations and Disney/ABC offered to pay the fines of the 66
stations if the FCC decided to dock them. The FCC ignored a foul
language complaint about the movie in 2002. The Super Bowl matters. There
was nothing that happening prior to the 2004 Super
Bowl that should have ushered in a change. But Timberlake and
Jackson changed that. Justin Timberlake returns to center
stage.

 


 


>>>Seventeen Years Ago Today,
The First XFL Began Playing Games

 


February 3, 2018

On February 3, 2001, Vince
McMahon and NBC’s XFL presented the football league’s first four
games. Because McMahon was a professional wrestling owner there
were many concerns that McMahon was going to ruin football with
wrestling like antics. Conservative opinion writer George Will
thought the XFL would continue the "further coarsening of
America." Those who worked on the XFL project knew something
most people didn’t. McMahon wanted a legitimate football
competition.  NBC personnel decided to give the league a childish,
wrestling persona which included having the network's lead analyst
Jesse Ventura try to bait the New Jersey-New York coach Rusty
Tillman to create some sort of storyline. The tactic failed
miserably and caused New York Giants General Manager George Young
to complain it belittled Tillman and the other coaches looking for
a place to hone their craft.  McMahon is going alone with this
XFL. It succeeds or fails it’s on McMahon’s
watch.

NBC
executives were still miffed at the National Football League for
accepting a 1998 CBS offer to get the rights to American Football
Conference games, playoff contests and an occasional Super Bowl for
well over $4 billion over an eight year period. NBC wanted revenge
and to stick it to CBS and the NFL. NBC hoped to get good ratings
for a late winter-spring product. The football people wrested
control by midseason but people lost interest. The XFL might have
continued had NBC not pulled the plug. ESPN expressed an interest
in picking up the programming in 2002 and the TNN network would
have returned for a second year.  NBC didn't want a competitor
airing its product. That ended the XFL and left a number of
football people extremely bitter. The XFL did lose $50 million. The
XFL joined a long list of defunct leagues in 2001. The odds are
stacked against it succeeding in 2020.  

 


>>>Las Vegas Will Tell You If
the NFL Is In Trouble 

 


February 4, 2018

 


The National Football League’s crown jewel
event is taking place in Minneapolis as the New England Patriots
and the Philadelphia Eagles play for the Lombardi Trophy at the
Super Bowl. This has been a tough year for the league with Donald
Trump criticizing NFL owners for allowing players to silently
protest social conditions during the playing of the national
anthem. Followed by reports of slumping TV ratings and dropping
attendance at games. There was also the Papa Johns founder’s rant
and Jerry Jones opposing Commissioner Roger Goodell’s contract
extension. But in terms of metrics, people will find out if the NFL
did take a tumble by looking at sports books in Nevada. Will there
be less money bet on the big game?

 

In 2017, the 196 Nevada sports books took in
$138.5 million from gamblers which was a record haul. Because of
factors beyond their control, the actual game score, the 196 sports
books made a profit of just under $11 million. But after a year of
declining TV ratings in 2016, a record amount of money was placed
on that game. As much as the NFL tries to distance itself from the
thought that it should not support gambling on NFL games, there is
the wink and nod approach in that the league will say it does not
support gambling but it does supply weekly player injury reports
and that does sway Nevada sports books thinking on point spreads
and over and under
















































































































































































































































































































































































cover.jpg
The Politics of Sports Business

2018: Politicians, Business Leaders,
Decision Makers, and Policy

By: Evan Weiner





