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INTRODUCTION 
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Absence is not merely the lack of something or someone. It is a presence in itself— a weight, a silence, a space that demands to be acknowledged. This oracle was born from that understanding: that loss, separation, and emptiness are not voids to be filled quickly, but landscapes to be traveled through with awareness and courage. 

The Oracle of Absence is a collection of 50 cards designed to guide you through the emotional journey that follows any form of loss—whether it be the end of a relationship, the death of a loved one, the fading of a dream, or the quiet ache of loneliness. Each card is a mirror, a symbol, a companion for the different stages of this inner voyage. 

The deck is divided into five sections, each representing a distinct phase of the journey: 

Section 1: The Void – The initial shock, the emptiness, the raw confrontation with what is no longer there. 

Section 2: The Memory – The bittersweet return to what was, the nostalgia, the traces left behind. 

Section 3: The Transition – The liminal space between loss and renewal, where clarity begins to emerge. 

Section 4: The Search – The active quest for meaning, direction, and a way forward. 

Section 5: The Return – The reconnection with oneself, with others, and with life itself. 

This oracle is not about predicting the future. It is about understanding the present, honoring your emotions, and finding the symbolic language to express what words often cannot. Use these cards for meditation, journaling, self-reflection, or as a tool in therapeutic and creative practices. 

There is no right or wrong way to work with this deck. Trust your intuition. Let the images speak to you. And remember: absence, when fully felt and honored, can become the doorway to a deeper presence. 
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SECTION 1: THE VOID 
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This is the beginning of the journey—the raw, unfiltered confrontation with absence. The Void is not empty; it is heavy with silence, with the weight of what is no longer there. It is the moment when you realize that something or someone essential has disappeared, leaving behind a space that feels impossible to fill. The air feels different. The rooms feel colder. The world continues to move, but you stand still, frozen in the realization that nothing will ever be quite the same again. 

The ten cards in this section reflect the initial shock, the solitude, the darkness that follows loss. They speak of empty chairs where someone used to sit, unmade beds that will never be slept in again, doors left ajar as if waiting for a return that will never come. They show mirrors that no longer reflect who you are, telephones that remain silent, rooms swallowed by shadow. These images are uncomfortable, even painful to look at. But they are necessary. 

The Void is not a place to rush through. It is not a problem to be solved or a phase to be skipped. It is a landscape that demands to be acknowledged, a territory that must be crossed on foot, slowly, with full awareness. The Void asks you to be present with your pain, to honor it, to let it exist without trying to fix it immediately, without pretending it isn't there, without numbing yourself to avoid feeling it. 

These cards are witnesses to your grief, your isolation, your descent into the unknown. They do not offer solutions or comfort. They offer recognition. They say: "Yes, this is real. Yes, this hurts. Yes, you are allowed to feel this way." They remind you that feeling lost is not a failure—it is part of the process. They remind you that even in the darkest moments, you are not alone in your experience. Others have walked this path before you. Others will walk it after you. And somehow, that shared human experience of loss becomes a strange, quiet form of companionship. 

Take your time here. Do not rush. Let these images speak to the parts of you that words cannot reach. Let them hold space for what you cannot yet articulate. The Void is the first step. And every journey, no matter how difficult, begins with a single step into the unknown.    
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CARD 1: THE EMPTY CHAIR 
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An empty chair sits in the center of a dark room, bathed in soft golden light filtering through a distant window. The chair is elegant, timeless, but profoundly alone. It faces away, as if waiting for someone who will never return. The shadows around it are deep, the silence absolute. This is the chair of absence—the physical reminder of a presence that once filled the space and now leaves only emptiness behind. 

The Empty Chair represents solitude in its rawest form. It is the moment you walk into a room and realize that the person who used to sit there is gone. It is the dinner table set for one, the conversation that will never happen, the laughter that has faded into silence. This card speaks to the ache of missing someone, the weight of their absence pressing down on you like a physical force. 

When this card appears, it asks you to acknowledge your loneliness without shame. Solitude is not weakness. It is not something to be hidden or rushed through. It is a valid, necessary part of the grieving process. The Empty Chair invites you to sit with your feelings, to honor the space that has been left behind, to allow yourself to feel the full weight of what you have lost. 

But the chair is also illuminated. Even in the darkest room, light finds a way in. This is not a card of hopelessness—it is a card of recognition. It says: "You are alone right now, and that is okay. You do not have to fill this space immediately. You do not have to pretend you are fine. Sit here. Feel this. And when you are ready, the light will guide you forward." 

The Empty Chair also reminds us that absence is not erasure. The person or thing you have lost still exists in memory, in the imprint they left on your life, in the way they shaped who you are. The chair may be empty now, but it was once filled. That matters. That counts. The love, the connection, the shared moments—they do not disappear simply because the physical presence is gone. 

In time, you may find that the empty chair becomes less painful to look at. You may even find yourself sitting in it, carrying forward the legacy of what was lost. But for now, it is enough to simply acknowledge it. To see it. To let it be empty. Because sometimes, the most honest thing we can do is admit that we are not okay—and that is perfectly, beautifully human. 

Reflection: Who or what does this empty chair represent in your life? What would you say to the person who once sat there, if you could?  
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CARD 2: THE UNMADE BED 
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An unmade bed lies in a dark room, sheets disheveled and empty, illuminated only by the soft silver glow of moonlight streaming through a window. The fabric is rumpled, as if someone has just left—or as if they never arrived at all. The bed is intimate, vulnerable, a private space now exposed in its abandonment. This is the bed of absence, the place where warmth once existed and now only coldness remains. 

The Unmade Bed represents abandonment, the feeling of being left behind. It speaks to the mornings you wake up alone, reaching across the mattress only to find empty space. It is the pillow that no longer holds the shape of another's head, the blanket that covers only you. This card captures the raw intimacy of loss—the way absence invades even the most private corners of our lives. 

When this card appears, it asks you to confront the vulnerability of your situation. Abandonment is one of the most primal fears we carry, and when it becomes reality, it can feel unbearable. The Unmade Bed does not shy away from this pain. It shows it to you clearly, honestly, without softening the edges. It says: "Yes, you were left. 

Yes, it hurts. Yes, you are allowed to grieve this." 

But notice the moonlight. Even in the darkest room, even in the loneliest bed, there is still light. The moon does not judge. It does not demand that you be strong or move on quickly. It simply illuminates what is, offering a quiet, steady presence in the night. The Unmade Bed reminds you that even in abandonment, you are not entirely alone. The world still turns. The light still finds you. 

This card also speaks to the importance of rest, even in grief. The bed may be unmade, but it is still a place of refuge. It is still a place where you can lay down your burdens, close your eyes, and allow yourself to simply exist without expectation. Abandonment does not mean you are unworthy of comfort. It does not mean you must punish yourself by refusing to rest. 

In time, you will make the bed again. You will smooth the sheets, fluff the pillows, reclaim the space as your own. But for now, it is enough to let it be unmade. To let it reflect the chaos you feel inside. To let it be a witness to your pain, without needing to fix it immediately. 

Reflection: What does this unmade bed represent in your life? What part of you feels 

abandoned, and how can you offer yourself comfort in this moment?   
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CARD 3: THE AJAR DOOR 
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A door stands slightly open in a dark hallway, a thin sliver of golden light spilling through the gap. The rest of the space is swallowed in shadow, silent and still. The door is neither fully closed nor fully open—it is suspended in a state of uncertainty, as if waiting for a decision that has not yet been made. Beyond it, the light suggests something unknown, something that could be either hope or further darkness. 

The Ajar Door represents uncertainty and the liminal space between presence and absence. It is the door you leave open at night, hoping someone will walk through it. It is the threshold you cannot cross, the decision you cannot make, the question that has no answer. This card speaks to the disorienting feeling of not knowing— not knowing if they will return, not knowing if you should move forward, not knowing what comes next. 

When this card appears, it asks you to sit with ambiguity. Life after loss is rarely black and white. There are moments when you feel ready to move on, and moments when you are pulled back into the past. The Ajar Door captures this tension perfectly. It is the space between letting go and holding on, between hope and resignation, between the life you had and the life you must now build. 

The light beyond the door is both inviting and terrifying. It suggests possibility, but it also demands courage. To step through that door means accepting that things have changed, that the person or thing you lost is not coming back, that you must walk forward into the unknown. But to close the door entirely feels like betrayal, like erasing what once was. And so you stand there, frozen, unable to move in either direction. 

This card does not offer easy answers. It does not tell you whether to close the door or walk through it. Instead, it acknowledges the difficulty of this moment. It says: "It is okay to not know. It is okay to stand here, uncertain, for as long as you need to." The Ajar Door is a reminder that healing is not linear. It is messy, contradictory, full of hesitation and doubt. 

But the light is still there. Even if you cannot yet step toward it, even if you are not ready to close the door behind you, the light remains. It is patient. It does not demand anything from you. It simply exists, a quiet promise that when you are ready—whenever that may be—there is a way forward. 

Reflection: What door in your life remains ajar? What are you waiting for before you can close it or walk through it?  
[image: ]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CARD 4: THE BROKEN MIRROR 
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A shattered mirror hangs on a dark wall, its fragments still clinging to the frame but reflecting nothing coherent. Each piece shows a distorted sliver of reality—an eye, a mouth, a hand—but the whole image is fractured, impossible to recognize. The cracks radiate outward like a spiderweb, and the reflection is no longer a face but a puzzle with missing pieces. This is the mirror of identity lost, of a self that no longer knows itself. 

The Broken Mirror represents the shattering of identity that often follows profound loss. When someone or something essential to your sense of self disappears, you are left staring at a reflection you no longer recognize. Who are you without them? Who are you without that role, that relationship, that dream? The mirror shows you fragments, but not the whole. You see pieces of yourself, but they no longer fit together in a way that makes sense. 

When this card appears, it speaks to the disorientation of losing not just someone else, but losing yourself in the process. Loss has a way of dismantling the stories we tell about who we are. You were someone's partner, someone's friend, someone's child—and now that role is gone. You had a plan, a vision, a future—and now it has crumbled. The Broken Mirror asks: "Who am I now?" 

This is one of the most painful questions we can face, because it has no immediate answer. Identity is not something that can be rebuilt overnight
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