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DEDICATION

The authors would like to dedicate this book to all those who contributed to opposing the Nazi regime in one way or another, in particular: Dominicus Ettema; Antoon Helmes (great-uncle of Michel Wenting) and his wife Leopoldine Johanna ‘Poldi’ Gebauer; Hielke Brouwer and Gelske Brouwer-de Boer (great-grandparents of Klaas Castelein); Klaas van der Meer (grandfather of Klaas Castelein); and Karel de Smalen (uncle of Klaas Castelein).

Mr Ettema and Mr Helmes were friends who founded the National Organization (LO) branch in Bergh, a municipality in the eastern province of Gelderland. Mr Ettema died on 11 January 1945 in Neuengamme concentration camp. Subsequently Mr Helmes became the commander of the Netherlands Interior Forces (NBS) group at Zeddam, a village in Bergh municipality. His wife Mrs Gebauer supported him in his Resistance work.

Mr Brouwer headed the LO branch in Achtkarspelen, a municipality in the northern province of Friesland. He and his wife Mrs Brouwer-De Boer were later recognized by Yad Vashem for having aided persecuted Jews in hiding. In addition, Mr Brouwer became a commander in the NBS group in Achtkarspelen. Mr Van der Meer escorted Jewish fugitives between hiding-places, and delivered food coupons to Jews and railway strikers in hiding. At the tender age of around ten years, Mr De Smalen distributed Trouw (‘Loyal’), an underground Protestant newspaper, in Amsterdam.
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THE  DUTCH RESISTANCE 1940–45

WORLD WAR II RESISTANCE AND COLLABORATION IN THE NETHERLANDS
	
	
	
FASCISM IN THE PRE-WAR NETHERLANDS


Nationaal-Socialistische Beweging


(NSB, National Socialist Movement)


Prior to the German occupation of the Netherlands in May 1940, various national socialist (or, in the loose sense of the term, ‘fascist’) movements had emerged within the country. By far the most prominent of these was the Nationaal-Socialistische Beweging (NSB) led by Anton Mussert. Its black-uniformed paramilitary wing was known as the Weerbaarheidsafdeling (WA – ‘Resilience’, i.e. Defence Section). Since these have been described and illustrated in Osprey’s Men-at-Arms 531, Dutch Waffen-SS Legion and Brigade 1941–44, they will not be discussed here in detail.
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Arnold Meijer (1905–65), Leider of the Black Front movement, founded in 1934 and drawing its support mainly from Tilburg and Oisterwijk in North Brabant province; see Plate A2a & A2b for the party emblems which he displays here as pins. Meijer had abandoned his training as a Catholic priest in favour of a political career, arguing for a ‘Greater Netherlands’ encompassing parts of northern Belgium and northern France. He was imprisoned for collaboration during 1946–48. (Alamy)




Established in 1931, the NSB achieved important successes in the April 1935 provincial elections, obtaining 7.9 per cent of the popular vote. Encouraged, from 1935 onwards the NSB took an increasingly radical stance. For example, in October 1935 Mussert publicly praised Mussolini’s invasion of Abyssinia (present-day Ethiopia); and in October 1938 he announced that Jews would henceforth be excluded from NSB membership (though roughly 150 existing Jewish members could remain). However, as the NSB increasingly diverged from mainstream politics, so it lost democratic legitimacy. During the 1937 parliamentary elections the movement secured 4.2 per cent of the popular vote, and during the 1939 municipal elections this fell to only 0.8 per cent. Between 1 January 1936 and 1 January 1940, NSB membership fell from some 52,000 to 32,000, and by the time of the German invasion in May 1940 only a hard core of adherents remained active. However, following the Dutch surrender to Germany the numbers increased again, and during the Occupation the NSB would boast up to 100,000 members.

It is important to note that, following the German occupation, ideological divisions within the NSB became more consequential. A ‘Greater Dutch’ faction, led by Mussert, wanted the Netherlands to be unified with Flanders (the Dutch-speaking northern half of Belgium), and for the resulting entity to become an autonomous part of Hitler’s Third Reich. Meanwhile a ‘Greater Germanic’   faction, led by Meinoud Rost van Tonningen and Johannes Hendrik Feldmeijer, believed that the Netherlands should simply become an integral part of Nazi Germany. Feldmeijer was the leader of the black-uniformed local affiliate of the German Allgemeine-SS, which was successively titled the Nederlandse-SS and, from late 1942, the Germaanse-SS in Nederland (Germanic-SS in the Netherlands ). Enjoying the support of Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler, this Greater Germanic faction eventually gained the upper hand, but never ousted Mussert’s leadership.


Nationale Jeugdstorm (NJS, National Youth Force)


The title of the Nationale Jeugdstorm, established on 1 May 1934, loosely translates as National Youth ‘Force’. Membership was voluntary for ‘Aryan’ boys and girls between ten and 18 years old. Although the NJS tried to present a non-partisan image, its political orientation was largely based on the NSB’s party ideology. Almost all members were children of NSB parents, and the NJS was headed by Hoofdstormer Cornelis van Geelkerken, a prominent NSB leader. At its peak in January 1942 the NJS seems to have numbered about 12,200 members (although another source claims 16,000, at an unspecified date). Although the NJS never became an armed force itself, it certainly served as a recruitment pool for various Dutch units fighting for the Nazi cause.



[image: ../img/ELI245_003.jpg]

Baarn, Utrecht province, 1937: Nationale Jeugdstorm flag-bearers with the Meeuwenvlag – see Plate A1. (Rijksmuseum)




During the Occupation the Germans sought to absorb the NJS into their Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth, HJ). A few NJS supporters of the ‘Greater Germanic’ faction made this switch on their own initiative, but NSB leaders Mussert and Van Geelkerken succeeded in preserving the Dutch national character of their youth wing. In 1943 Van Geelkerken ordered that every male NJS member aged 17 and above was to report for service in the Landstorm Nederland (LSN – see below ), a territorial self-defence force founded in March 1943 and controlled by the Waffen-SS. For the NSB leadership the LSN offered the advantage that the boys would remain within their sphere of influence, since they would be concentrated in a separate Jeugdstormcompagnie. This company was headed by a Dutch officer veteran of the Waffen-SS’s Volunteer Legion ‘Nederland’ who was nevertheless a Mussert loyalist. The Nederlandse Landwacht (LW – see below) , a pro-German home-guard militia founded in November 1943, also had a Youth Storm Company.

After 5 September 1944, when an incorrect BBC radio report seemed to suggest that the liberation of the Netherlands from the south was only a matter of days away, many NJS members and their families fled either to the northern provinces, or directly to Germany. In German reception camps, both the Germans and staunch ‘Greater Germanic’ NJS leaders exerted great pressure on NJS members to dedicate themselves in one way or another to the German war effort. Some chose to join the HJ, adopting its uniform and swastika brassard. After a few weeks of paramilitary training, the NJS youths were offered enlistment in the Waffen-SS; most refused, but 400–500 were nevertheless pressed into that service. Some of them ended up either in 12. SS-Panzer Div ‘Hitlerjugend’ , or in 4. SS-Freiwilligen Panzer Grenadier Bde ‘Nederland’, which participated in the battles in Kurland (for details of these formations, see MAAs 415, The Waffen-SS (3): 11. to  23. Divisions, and 531, Dutch Waffen-SS Legion & Brigade 1941–44, respectively). Others joined the Luftwaffe as anti-aircraft auxiliaries, or filled auxiliary roles in the Kriegsmarine. Others still, hoping to evade military service by working for German farmers, signed up for the Germanischer Landdienst (GLD, Germanic Land Service), but these too would end up in the German armed forces. However, the planned late-war establishment of an NJS volunteer battalion within the ‘Hitlerjugend’ Div came to nothing.
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An NJS flag ceremony in Amsterdam, North Holland province, 15 June 1943. The three youths on the right are equipped with the Jeugdstormdolk NJS dagger. (Alamy)





Nationaal-Socialistische Nederlandse Arbeiderspartij


(NSNAP, National Socialist Netherlands Workers’ Party)


The year 1931 also saw the birth of the National Socialist Netherlands Workers’ Party. This was closely modelled on the German NSDAP (the Nazi Party), but, to an even greater extent than the NSB, it too was riven by internal disagreements. As early as 1932 the NSNAP began to fall apart, and eventually more than 20 different factions would be identifiable. Some of these proved to be short-lived, but others would remain active within particular localities.
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Note: Reconstructions of the uniforms of the Nationaal-Socialistische Beweging (NSB), of its paramilitary Weerbaarheidsafdeling (WA ), and of the Nederlandse-SS will be found in Men-at-Arms 531, Dutch Waffen-SS Legion & Brigade 1941–44, on Plates A & B.

(1) Nationale Jeugdstorm flag-bearer, from 1934

An individual member of the NJS youth organization was called a Jeugdstormer (plural: Jeugdstormers). Perhaps the most striking feature of the NJS uniform was its black astrakhan karpoets cap with an orange cloth top; the large badge displayed a white-metal seagull on a blue woollen disc, and the seagull motif was repeated on the buckle-plate of the ‘Sam Browne’- style belt. This teenager has the sleeves of his blue-grey military-style shirt rolled, as was fashionable among both NJS and German HJ members; the uniform is completed by a black tie and black shorts, socks and shoes. He carries the orange, blue and white NJS Meeuwenvlag or ‘Seagull Flag’, which symbolized the maritime heritage of the Netherlands; note the three-dimensional white-metal seagull finial on the flagpole.

(2) Grauwe Vendels paramilitary, July–October 1940

An individual member of this paramilitary wing of the National Front was called a Vendelier (plural: Vendelieren). As far as can be ascertained, this is the first visual reconstruction of GV uniform, of which there seem to be no original colour images. However, the archive of the Brabant Historical Information Centre (BHIC) in Den Bosch holds a circular describing the GV uniform, which, together with three surviving black-and-white photos, allows this reconstruction. GV members wore a dark grey sidecap with light grey piping and frontal tassel; a blue-grey shirt with dark blue shoulder straps and a dark blue tie; dark grey riding breeches, black riding boots, and a black leather ‘Sam Browne’ belt. The circular in the BHIC archive also describes this ‘hand-on-heart’ saluting pose. Note the tiepin showing the NF party emblem (see 2b).

(2a) Initial emblem of the ZF

The original emblem of the Black Front was a fasces (in Dutch, lictorenbundel), which was clearly derived from Mussolini’s National Fascist Party in Italy, and inspired by the ancient Roman symbol of unified authority. The colours of the background are orange, white and blue; to many Dutch fascists these were the ‘true’ national colours of the Netherlands, instead of red, white and blue. The ZF glorified their country’s history, and recalled that when the Dutch rose against Spanish rule in the late 16th century, their Prinsenvlag (‘Prince’s Flag’) showed the orange colour.

(2b) Final emblem of the ZF and NF

The ZF soon replaced the fasces symbol with this, showing two ram’s horns and a sword, which was retained when the ZF ‘rebranded’ itself as the NF early in 1940. The horns were supposed to symbolize the movement’s willingness to ‘repel any attack’, the sword its eagerness ‘to strike if necessary’, thus presenting an image of both defensive and aggressive determination.

(3) NSNAP-Rappard paramilitary, 1941

This figure represents a member of the Stormafdeling (‘Storm Detachment’), the party militia of the NSNAP-Rappard faction. The Stormafdeling was clearly modelled on the German SA, the paramilitary wing of the Nazi Party. Its uniforms were very similar, if not identical, to those of the SA, although the party brassard was differenced by a central Dutch tricolour stripe. Direct German support for Rappard’s faction is indicated by the carrying of an SA dagger. Photographic evidence shows that some, but not all NSNAP-Rappard paramilitaries wore collar patches; since the detail of these cannot be determined with certainty, we choose to omit them from this reconstruction.








One of the few prominent NSNAP factions was led by Ernst Herman van Rappard, whose party was referred to simply as NSNAP-Rappard. The virulently anti-semitic Van Rappard, who argued for the Netherlands to be absorbed into Nazi Germany, drew support mainly from among Dutch people living close to the German border and Dutch nationals residing in Germany. From May 1940 onwards, in order to increase pressure on the NSB to adopt a more compliant course, the Germans started to give considerable support to the NSNAP-Rappard, equipping its paramilitary wing with Sturmabteilung (SA) uniforms and daggers (see also MAA 220, The SA 1921–45: Hitler’s Stormtroopers).
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The seagull (stormmeeuw) also features prominently on this NJS trumpet-banner. On the centre of the trumpet pipe is a plate reading ‘Jeugdstorm’. (Anonymous private collection; photo Klaas Castelein)





During the autumn of 1941 the NSNAP-Rappard numbered about 15,000 members. However, having secured a sufficient grip over the NSB – which they had long recognized as the largest, best-organized, and thus most useful client party – the Nazi authorities then banned all other fascist movements in the Netherlands, and ordered them to merge into the NSB. (After the disbandment of his NSNAP faction in December 1941, Van Rappard joined the Waffen-SS, serving in the Balkans, the Caucasus, and on the Narva front in Estonia. He died in a Dutch prison hospital in 1953.)


Zwart Front (ZF, Black Front) and Nationaal Front (NF, National Front)


Unlike the NSNAP, though sharing its anti-semitic stance, the Zwart Front drew its inspiration mainly from the Italian ‘Blackshirts’ of Mussolini’s National Fascist Party. Founded in 1934, the ZF was led by a former Catholic seminarian, Arnold Meijer. Its paramilitary wing, the Zwarte Storm (ZS – again, loosely, Black ‘Force’) wore black shirts, riding breeches and lace-up riding boots. While the NSNAP-Rappard called for the Netherlands to be annexed to Germany, the ZF dreamt of a unified Dutch-speaking entity comprising the Netherlands, Flanders in northern Belgium, and part of northern France. The ZF referred to this imaginary ‘Greater Netherlands’ as Dietsland.

The ZF enjoyed particular support in Tilburg and Oisterwijk, two municipalities in the southern province of North Brabant, where it obtained most of its disappointing 0.2 per cent of the popular vote in the 1937 parliamentary elections – too little to earn it any parliamentary representation. Early in 1940, just before the German invasion of the Netherlands, the ZF renamed itself the Nationaal Front (NF), and shifted its headquarters from Oisterwijk to Den Haag (The Hague), seat of the Netherlands government. The party hoped in this way to shake off its image as a bunch of provincial rabble-rousers and to acquire a more national profile. It did in fact attract some modest support among academics, intellectuals and artists, and more among businessmen and shopkeepers; but despite this rebranding it remained a fringe party, with Oisterwijk as its primary base of support.


Grauwe Vendels (GV, Grey Banners)


In July 1940 the NF established its own paramilitary wing, the Grey Banners, commanded by C.C. Küpfer, a former captain in the Royal Netherlands East Indies Army Air Force. Since the NSB, NSNAP-Rappard and NF all vied for leadership of home-grown fascism in the occupied Netherlands, their paramilitary wings indulged in mutual street brawls. GV recruits had to be physically fit party members at least 18 years old, whose main purpose was to protect party gatherings and officials. They received ideological instruction, and training in drill, singing, fitness and self-defence. In the GV’s organizational structure the smallest element was a tienmanschap or ‘ten-manship’ (plural: tienmanschappen), numbering nine men and one aanvoerder (‘captain’ or ‘leader’). Two to five tienmanschappen constituted a vendel or ‘banner’ (plural: vendels), commanded by a vaandrig (‘cornet’). Two to five vendels made up a schare (‘band’), which was commanded by a hopman. In October 1940 the GV were officially abolished at the insistence of the German authorities. However, when Meijer celebrated his 36th birthday in May 1941, a uniformed GV
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