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Here I am at a K-pop concert!

What is the Korean Government like?
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Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.

안녕하세요 (an-nyoung-ha-se-yo) or Hello. My name is Chul (chool) and I live in The Republic of Korea or South Korea.
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Where is that?

South Korea occupies the southern half of the Korean Peninsula in East Asia. 

Japan is located to the south of the Korean Strait. Jeju (jay-joo) is South Korea's largest island; it is positioned within this strait.

Other major islands include Ulleungdo (ool-leh-ung-do), Dokdo (dok-doh), and Ganghwa (gang-hwah) Island.

More than 3,000 islands are officially recognized as part of South Korea, many of these are uninhabited.
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To the north is North Korea, and to the west is the Yellow Sea.

I live in the capital city of Seoul. (so-ool). Seoul is in the northwestern part of the country.

The typical residences in Seoul include apartments, villas, and townhomes. Additionally, there are officetels, which blend both residential and commercial spaces.

Goshiwons are compact living spaces within communal facilities, often occupied mostly by college students.

We also have traditional Korean houses known as hanok, which feature distinctive architectural styles. This is the kind of home I reside in.
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Here’s a picture of me alongside my twin brother, Minho (min-ho) in the Bukchon Hanok Village, where we live.

What are some of the most exciting attractions in my city?

We have the Gyeongbokgung Palace, Deoksugung Palace, the N Korean Tower, the National Museum, the War Memorial of Korea, and the Lotte World Theme Park.

We also have Cheonggyecheon (Chuhng-gae-chun). What is that? Cheonggyecheon (청계천) is a stream in downtown Seoul, South Korea, that was restored as part of an urban renewal project completed in 2005.
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I love to visit the Bukhansan National Park. Here families can walk through the beautiful landscape and admire nature.
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Another walk I like to take is along the Seoul City Wall Trail. It is a historical landmark.

We have Myeondong shopping street, multiple markets, Seodaemun Prison History Hall, Coex Aquarium, the 63 Building, Nami Island, and the Ihwa Mural Village.

One of my favorite places to go is the Starfield Library. The Starfield Library is located within the COEX Mall in Seoul, and is famous for its architectural beauty and expansive book collection, making it a cultural landmark and a must-visit spot for both locals and tourists.
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Everland is a well-known amusement park situated in Yongin, which is close to Seoul, South Korea. 

As one of the largest theme parks in the nation, it is managed by Samsung C&T Corporation [image: Trademark Copy-Paste: How to Efficiently Use the Trademark Symbol (® and TM),  and Copyright Symbol (©)]. Everland offers a wide range of attractions, with animals, themed zones, and stunning landscapes.
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There is so much to do here. I love my city!

South Korea has a diverse landscape that includes mountains, rivers, coastlines, and urban regions.

The Korean Peninsula is mostly mountainous, with around 70% of South Korea's territory featuring mountainous terrain. The Taebaek (tay-bek) Mountains extend along the eastern coastline, whereas the Sobaek (soh-bek) Mountains run along the central region of the country. Hallasan (hah-lah-sahn), situated on Jeju Island, stands as the highest peak at an elevation of 1,947 meters (6,388 feet).
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South Korea has a beautiful coastline that stretches about 2,413 kilometers (or around 1,496 miles)! There are loads of awesome beaches, ports, and islands to check out along the way.

South Korea stands out as one of the most developed nations globally. Large cities such as Seoul, Busan, Incheon, and Daegu have a huge population and are characterized by their technological advancements. 

The country features an amazing infrastructure network that includes subways, highways, and bridges.

As of 2023, the estimated population of South Korea is approximately 51 million people.

South Korea is home to several key rivers, the Han River, which runs through the capital city of Seoul stretches about 494 kilometers (307 miles) in length. 

Other significant rivers in the country include the Nakdong (nahk-dong) River and the Geum (geem) River, both of which are important for agriculture and transportation.
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The climate features four distinct seasons: a hot and humid fall, a frosty winter, a mild spring, and a wet summer.

The region experiences monsoon rains during the summer and is occasionally impacted by typhoons.

A monsoon (mon-soon) is a special season when heavy rains fall for a long time, usually in certain parts of the world, helping plants grow and filling rivers.

A typhoon (tie-foon) is a big, powerful storm with strong winds and heavy rain that usually happens over warm ocean waters.

[image: ]

The average annual temperature across the country varies by region, typically falling between 10°C (50°F) and 16°C (61°F).

**
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In my country, the money we use is called the won, it is abbreviated as KRW. The symbol for it looks like ₩. Usually, the exchange rate is around 1,200 to 1,300 won for every US dollar.
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What does the South Korean flag mean?

The white background of the flag represents purity and peace.

The focal point of the flag is the Taegeuk, symbolizing balance within the universe—such as the opposing forces like yin and yang. The red section represents positive energies (yang), whereas the blue section indicates negative energies (yin). Together, they convey a sense of harmony and balance in the natural world.

The four black trigrams located at each corner of the flag are derived from the I Ching (Book of Changes), an ancient Chinese divination text. 

Each trigram has distinct meanings:
Geon (☰): symbolizes heaven, light, and creation.
Ri (☲): represents fire, brightness, and change.
Gon (☷):, signifies earth, receptivity, and stability.
Zhen (☵):, symbolizes thunder, movement, and initiative.
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South Korea is a leading exporter of semiconductors, smartphones, and displays, with companies such as Samsung [image: Trademark Symbols TM, SM, ® and how to type them] and LG [image: Trademark Symbols TM, SM, ® and how to type them] playing crucial roles in this industry.

Automakers from South Korea, such as Hyundai [image: Trademark Symbols TM, SM, ® and how to type them] and Kia [image: Trademark Symbols TM, SM, ® and how to type them].

South Korean shipbuilders are leading manufacturers of large vessels and specialized ships.

Here is a photo of my dad working on a ship.
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Some imports include metals, minerals, textiles, and agricultural goods.

Seaweed farming is an important agricultural activity along the coasts.

Here’s a collection of additional produce and products cultivated and produced in my country: rice, peppers, cabbages, green onions, radishes, apples, pears, grapes, strawberries, melons, plus fish, shellfish, pigs, cows, chickens, ginseng, milk, cheese, and yogurt. Quite the variety, right?

[image: ]

**
[image: ]


What is the wildlife here in South Korea?

South Korea has some really amazing wildlife! With its mix of mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, and coastlines, you’ll find all kinds of unique animals.

Some mammals you can find here include the leopard cat, Asian black bears, Korean water deer, and wild boars.
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You can find all sorts of birds around here, like cranes, eagles, hawks, and Asian Blackbirds!

There are some unique reptiles like Korean Rat Snakes and Korean Toads!
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Coral reefs can be found near Jeju Island, swarming with a variety of marine life, including fish, squid, clams, and blue crabs. 

South Korea has come a long way in keeping wildlife safe! They have set up national parks and wildlife reserves and are working hard to protect endangered species. 

Plus, more and more people are getting interested in environmental issues, which is helping to shine a light on the importance of preserving habitats and animals.
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Popular sports here include soccer (football), baseball, basketball, Esports, golf, badminton, and figure skating.
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Taekwondo is one of our national sports.

What is taekwondo?

Taekwondo is a Korean martial art characterized by its emphasis on high, fast kicks, jumping and spinning kicks, and defensive techniques.
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Ssirum is a fun wrestling style that a lot of people love around here! It is another one of our national sports.

We have to go now so I will leave you with some phrases in the Korean language.

Thank you : 감사합니다 (Gam-saham-nida).

Yes : 네 (Ne).

No : 아니요 (Aniyo).

Excuse me / Sorry : 죄송합니다 (Joesong-hamnida).

Please : 제발 (jebal).

Goodbye : 안녕히 가세요 (Annye-onghi gaseyo) [if the person is leaving] / 안녕히 계세요 (Ann-yeonghi gye-seyo) [if you are leaving].

How are you? : 어떻게 지내세요? (Eott-eoke jinae-seyo?).

안녕제 annyeongje (ahn-nyuhng-jeh) or Hello. My name is So-young (soh-yung).

I have got to share a bit about Jeju Island with you – it is such an incredible place, and I live here!

I speak the local dialect, known as the Jeju language. 
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Mount Hallasan is an extinct volcano! It features lava tubes that were once filled with molten lava, which have since emptied, leaving behind spacious caves for exploration!

At the top of Mount Hallasan, there is a crater with a lake in it! This awesome mountain and its surrounding areas are now a National Park, bringing in tons of visitors every year!
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The weather here is temperate, so it is a great place to visit all year long. Winters are mild, and summers are nice and warm—perfect for hanging out outside!

If you are looking for some fun things to do here, you cannot go wrong with hiking, cycling, and water sports. 

Spots like Hallasan National Park, Seongsan Ilchulbong (song-san-eel-choo-bong) Sunrise Peak, and stunning beaches like Hyeopjae (hup-jay) and Jungmun (joong-moon) are very popular destinations and worth a visit!

The island is famous for its amazing coastal roads, cute little villages, and awesome UNESCO World Heritage spots.

One of those spots is the Geological Formations of Geomunoreum (gee-oh-moo-noh-rum).

Here I am inside the Geomunoreum lava tubes.
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What is the culture like here?

Shaped by its distinctive geographical position, the island has served as a crossroads for diverse cultures. It has been home to people for thousands of years. 

Jeju has a unique cultural identity with its own dialect, traditional clothing, and tasty local eats. 

The island is famous for its seafood, particularly black pork or heukdwaeji (hook-uh-dweh-jee) and fresh abalone.

My island home is famous for its sweet tangerines. The fruit has become one of Jeju’s key agricultural products, contributing to the local economy.

Tangerines are incorporated into a variety of local dishes and products such as juices, jams, and desserts. They are also valued in traditional medicine for their perceived health benefits.
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In Jeju culture, tangerines symbolize prosperity and abundance. They are often given as gifts during holidays and special occasions to convey good wishes.

Using basalt stone in buildings, statues, and fences shows off the island's volcanic geography. One of the iconic symbols of Jeju is the "dol hareubang," (dohl-hah-reh-boong) or stone grandfather figures—they are instantly recognizable!
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Local artists create handmade pottery, textiles, and crafts that usually feature some awesome traditional designs.

Traditional
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