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The author is aware that different people have different ways of assimilating what they read. Every attempt has been made to present in forms to accommodate as many learning styles as possible. The first two sections, “Diagnosis” and “Treatment,” are intended for all readers. The third section is a more in-depth graphical and mathematical discussion that will appeal to some but not all readers. The last section contains two short stories to dramatize the material to make it easier to picture for the more visually oriented among us.

 

The author is aware that this work is long by most standards. In order to be comprehensive, it was unavoidable. Footnotes are included for those who wish to verify data and do their own research. Please know that this work will be followed soon with a more bare-bones short version, a kind of summary, for those who don’t have the time to read this comprehensive version, or whose temperaments make it hard to read a longer work. Its title will be the same, but with “The Short Version” appended.

 

This work will be translated into other languages, as its intended audience is international and multicultural.

 

 


The Cure: Of, By And For The People

Dedication:

 

This writing is dedicated to the unique, precious and irreplaceable entity known as Humanity, who is the sum total of all that we are, have been and will be. 

 

The body of Humanity is currently gravely ill of a potentially fatal autoimmune condition in which we are consuming ourselves from within and slowly dying of our own toxins.

 

The root causes are overpopulation and the profoundly dysfunctional dominant socio-economic paradigm operating in the world today, alongside similar socio-economic paradigms. 

 

Global warming and destruction of the environment, most wars, much despotism, poverty, global and national inequity, strife among races, religions, ethnic and other groups and most of the ills that we are experiencing, are symptoms of primarily those two critical conditions. Our other ills are minor in comparison as a cold compared to metastatic cancer.

 

Yet our condition is treatable and our life expectancy need not be tragically cut short. This writing explores and explains the diagnosis and outlines a course of treatment that will most certainly return us, as Humanity and as the individual humans who make it up, to a state of robust and thriving health in mind, body, heart and soul.

 

The time has come to implement a completely new paradigm which is neither Capitalism, Communism, nor Socialism but which benefits from experience gained from experiments in all three and more. In order to achieve human communities that foster the thriving of all of their members and form optimal norms and patterns of co-operation among individuals while honoring the sovereignty of each person in a win-win, rather than a win-lose, dynamic, we must be guided by a deeper understanding of history, science, and the inner workings and responses of the human heart and psyche. 

 

The Transition from the current paradigms and systems to the new ones must be accomplished in a coordinated act of changing the way things are done from the ground up, carried out strategically, forcefully but non-violently and with profound respect for human life and dignity. This will be not a political action, but a social, economic and cultural one. There are no “us” and “them,” no enemies, no “good guys” and “bad guys.” In its essence, it will flow from a decision to stop repeating dysfunctional patterns over and over while expecting different results, to replace an unworkable societal paradigm with a workable one that will evolve and adapt naturally in the direction of ever increasing human well-being, fulfillment, empowerment, and mutually-reinforcing-and-strengthening benefit.

 


Preface:

 

As you read the pages ahead, you will encounter unfamiliar terms and concepts, some of which will likely seem counter-intuitive or contrary to assumptions that you have never had reason or occasion to question before. These kinds of assumptions exist in every culture. The author has avoided creation of unnecessary new words except to describe concepts for which no satisfactory words exist. Please be patient and read with an open mind. Some of what you read will likely resemble some familiar concepts but is fundamentally different in important ways. If you suspend any emotional responses that may arise out of habit or conditioning, you will encounter data that will make the reasoning and conclusions clear. In the course of this writing, all unfamiliar terms and concepts will be made clear and understandable. A glossary of new terms is included at the end.

 

We were brought up to believe that "money makes the world go 'round," that it is necessary, that everybody has to pay for everything. That is but an arbitrary cultural myth that is perpetuated to keep us all compliant in holding up the socio-economic pyramid that operates as an anything-but-democratic power structure to our detriment. In reality, money has no real value or function, other than to allow some people to control access of others to the necessities of life, thus enmeshing them in de-facto slavery.

 

At first, it is not easy, and may seem counter-intuitive to contemplate how things would function without a monetary system of some kind, for the same reason why it would have seemed counter-intuitive to a resident of the European Middle Ages to wrap their head around the concept of a society functioning democratically, with no kings, queens or other royalty. For most people it's all they have known. We've been trained to believe that it is the best and only possible way to do things, and that any other way is contrary to human nature and therefore unworkable. Certainly the Aztecs would have been dumbfounded by the idea of discontinuing human sacrifice. Many cultures have found the concept of gender equality to be hard to process, including the U.S. where women didn't have the right to vote until relatively recently and it was a bitter bone of contention since a lot of people had grown up with the belief that women were inherently incapable of rational or intelligent thought and decision-making. Yet those paradigm shifts were necessary and came about. This one is no different. 

 

The facts are out there to be seen. The dots are on the table. A lot of people are sensing and seeing it on some level. Due to darker aspects of our nature and the psycho-social manipulations discussed later in this writing, we are more apt to look for whom to blame rather than to examine and question the bigger picture, the operating principles of the paradigm that's running, and whether it is working well or poorly. Most people haven't really researched, observed, and studied this situation in depth. Many people are programmed from birth to unquestioningly believe that: 

 

A) Their country is the best place on earth and the best of all possible worlds, 

B) Capitalism, Democracy and Freedom are all more or less the same thing, 

C) Anything that isn't Capitalism is therefore Communism or Dictatorship and therefore evil, 

D) Anybody can make it, so if you aren't making it, it's because there's something wrong with you, 

E) Any socio-economic system that's radically different from this one is inherently against human nature and therefore can't work, 

F) We can make things better by working within the system, and 

G) Don't even think about trying to change it in any fundamental way because it can't be done. 

 

As long as we fail to question such assumptions, we are disempowered and controlled.

 

In the Appendix at the back of this book, you will find short stories and graphics with data analysis which will clarify the data and flesh out the concepts for people who will find it difficult to process the very idea. In our current culture, this task is kind of like teaching someone how to ski, when you have to instruct them to lean downhill, not uphill, when the student's brain is screaming "but if I lean downhill, I'll fall!" When the opposite is true.

 

Different people process data in different ways. The data-analysis section of the Appendix is for those among us who are more analytical-minded and want to see the data behind the concepts and conclusions of this book. The short-story dramatizations are for those among us who are more intuitive or experiential-oriented.

 

The author lived in actual human paradigms similar to the type that will replace the current paradigm: on Kibbutz, with a semi-nomadic culture called Kasachi and a few other situations. The new Paradigm introduced here is possible and it does work, much better than the prevailing dominant one does. That is how one is able to state with certainty that the new paradigm is not only viable but imperative if we value democracy and a free society. Also, the evidence is overwhelming and conclusive that the current paradigm does not work, and for that matter that any strongly hierarchical social paradigm will inevitably reinforce and magnify the most destructive aspects of human nature while suppressing the most positive aspects. This is demonstrated in science.

 

 


 

PART 1: DIAGNOSIS

 

1 Introduction

 

As this is being written, there are states in the United States of America that are actually lowering their minimum wage, even as the cost of living continues to escalate. Forbes magazine is praising this as sound economic policy, using the time-worn dogma that raising wages causes jobs to be eliminated, prices to rise, and businesses to fail. To quote the article from December 2015 which refers to the action of Kentucky governor Bevin who had just signed an executive order cutting the minimum wage from $10.10/hour to $7.25 an hour: 

 

"Bevin hinted that he would prefer the state have no minimum wage at all: ‘Wage rates ideally would be established by the demands of the labor market instead of being set by the government,’ he said…”

 

Tim Worstall, author of the article, went on to say: “I agree entirely with that statement, indeed would go further. For wages are entirely set by the market: those who don’t produce enough to be worth $10.10 or $7.15, end up getting nothing as they have no job at all."

 

This comes at a time when over 52% of U.S. workers are paid under $30,000/year, which is equivalent to around $15/hour in an economic environment where the majority of employees are unable or barely able to meet basic living expenses. 

 

Taking a longer view, since 1970 the cost of living in the U.S. has gone up approximately 500% overall. CEO compensation has gone up approximately 1,000%, while employee pay has risen less than 12%. It is not unusual for the CEO of a company to make as much or more in one day - or in some cases in one hour - than a typical employee of the same company makes in a year.

 

Americans and many other peoples around the world have been taught for nearly a hundred years that Democracy is the same as Capitalism, which is the same as Freedom, and that this represents the best possible human society. These same people have been taught that any form of Socialism, or indeed anything other than the purest possible Capitalism, is Communism, which is synonymous with Dictatorship and everything bad. 

 

Unfortunately, few students, teachers, or citizens have taken the time to learn what these concepts actually mean and represent. The above beliefs are cited, believed, fought for, encoded into law and unquestioningly enforced and accepted as true without any serious awareness of what they are... and in utter ignorance.

 

Democracy, simply put, is government of, by, and for the People. There are many different forms and expressions of democracy, most of which are representative – meaning that the People by one process or another elect representatives who will enact laws, make decisions affecting the nation, set policies, govern and conduct international interactions on behalf of those who elected them. There are two-party systems (usually some version of liberal and conservative), multi-party systems; in some countries one votes for the individual and in some one votes for a party which then assigns their leaders to government roles in proportion to the percentage of the vote that they received. A very few are direct democracies in which decision-making is done directly by the People themselves.

 

Capitalism is not a system of government but rather an economic system in which private parties determine and drive the economy. 

 

Where some form of democratic political system co-exists in the same community or country with a Capitalist economic system, there exist two separate power structures that are more often than not at cross-purposes. As will become clear in this writing, the Capitalist economic system is a strongly stratified pyramidal power structure in the best case scenario. In extreme cases it is more sharply and extremely stratified than even the Pyramidal model would suggest, driven by the microscopically tiny segment of the population that occupies the very top of the pyramid. Ultimately, the Capitalistic power structure subsumes and supercedes the originally democratic governmental mechanism and the people in it. Capitalist economic paradigms inevitably give rise to a strongly non-democratic power structure that very closely parallels the Feudal systems of medieval Europe.

 

Communism is a socio-economic system that strives to centrally coordinate the economy to optimize and balance production, consumption and employment in a way that creates a democratic economy free of class stratification. Sadly, most implementations of Communism since the early 20th century have suffered from a paucity of political democracy, even though the intention of the paradigm is to achieve a free, democratic, and un-stratified Community. The results in most affected Communities have been a different kind of stratification into two classes: Members of the Communist Party, and the rest of the population. This originally was largely the result of the demagogue and political manipulator Stalin in the U.S.S.R., and replicated throughout much of the “Communist” world.

 

Yet it would be a dangerous and tragic mistake to try to divide these systems into “good” and “bad.” Each presents its own strengths and weaknesses; each had some inspiring achievements and some frightening failures.

 

At this moment in history we do not see true or even much of a semblance of democracy in the United States nor in many countries following the same socio-economic paradigms as the United States. Government is driven far more by lobbyists employed by mammoth multinational mega-corporations under direction of the ultra-wealthy elite who comprise less than a hundredth of a percent of the population, than it is by the will or good of the people. This skews the priorities of government strongly towards the interests of these wealthy individuals and corporations at the expense of the desires and well-being of the People.

 

We also do not at this point in history see many examples of real Communism. The People's Republic of China claims to be Communist but in fact practices monopolistic state Capitalism while subjecting many or most of its citizens to unsafe and oppressive working conditions that do not in any way resemble the Communist paradigm, but rather hark back to pre-Revolutionary Feudalism. The same is true of Vietnam. Mao Tse-Tung and any veterans of the Long March would be outraged.  Ho Chi Minh would probably vomit in disgust. The post-Stalin Soviet Union, as well, bore less and less resemblance to actual Communism as a caste society formed with Party members enjoying aristocratic privilege while the rest of the population were disenfranchised. The Soviets did, however, do a very good job of providing excellent healthcare, public transportation and education as well as supporting and nourishing the arts, sciences and engineering and those who practiced them. Sadly the Soviet mode of operation was heavy-handed and suppressive of open and free public discourse. Cuba has the distinction of having what is widely acknowledged as one of the best healthcare systems in the world, even given the shortness of resources due to a generations-old blockade by the United States that began during the Cold War. There is no such thing as paying rent or mortgage in Cuba since a place to live is a guaranteed right. Yet this state of affairs is under siege as aggressive Capitalistic pressures are fostering the emergence of illegal parasitic real estate markets.

 

There are some notable and highly successful examples of Democratic Socialism which work in practice much better than either Soviet-style attempts at Communism or U.S. style Capitalism. Countries like Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland among others achieve a much higher level of individual and community empowerment, synergy, quality of life, dignity and overall well-being than is possible under either Capitalism or the most common implementations of Communism. Many of the necessities of life are guaranteed, resources are managed in a large degree by governments answerable to the people who are free and empowered to vote in free elections, express themselves freely, and advocate for their needs. As discussed later, many of these countries may not even need Transitions, or may naturally transition through social evolutionary processes. Yet in these countries, the use of currency still introduces a degree of non-access, of inefficiency, and of unnecessary entropy, albeit orders of magnitude less than is commonplace under Capitalism and Soviet-style Communism.

 

We do, in contrast, have an abundance of living examples of true Capitalism. The above quote from Forbes is sadly typical of prevailing attitudes among the economic ruling elite. Under the Capitalist paradigm it actually has validity within that framework, from the point of view of those at the “win” end of the win-lose equation. In practice, we see historically that where there are no labor unions and no minimum wage, there has been wholesale exploitation of employees at the complete expense of anything recognizable as a free or thriving Democratic society. 

 

Economists, activists, lawmakers, judges and others incessantly keep tweaking and adjusting Capitalism to try to make it work better, to curb excesses and abuses as they arise. This fits the classical generic definition of insanity: repeating the same actions over and over while expecting a different result. In fact, the psychological reinforcers at the individual and societal levels, and the fundamental principles of operation of Capitalism translate in practice into a system where it is indeed good and practical economic practice to keep wages as low as possible and prices as high as possible. Under Capitalism it is taken as a given that in order for businesses to thrive and the economy to be "healthy", the majority of people must be kept at sub or barely living wage and be permanently disenfranchised. This obviously is incompatible with government of, by, and for The People, with the rights to Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness guaranteed to all. It is incompatible with a healthy, free, thriving democratic society of engaged, empowered individuals making their best contributions to the Community while enjoying fulfilling lives.

 

If there were a sport in which death and maiming of over half the players and much of the audience was a necessary and inevitable result of the game being played well, then that sport would be banned in any civilized country. Yet many countries that consider themselves civilized and enlightened, not only tolerate but enforce an economic system that essentially does the same thing in a much less obvious and flamboyant manner.

 

In practice, Capitalism is a fundamentally flawed, non-viable pyramid scheme not in any way different from illegal pyramid schemes. It is an economic system that inevitably and inexorably devolves into a particularly insidious, oppressive and destructive re-creation of Feudalism. Capitalism is by its very nature inimical to, and at odds with, a free, Democratic and thriving human society. It negates and overrides the principles of the U.S. Constitution or that of any country possessing similar core principles in its defining documents. To keep trying to make it work is like repeatedly re-inflating a lead balloon and expecting it to float - a dangerous, destructive, wasteful and impractical waste of time, effort, lives, and the only home we humans have to date. 

 

Proponents of Capitalism compare it favorably to Communism because they view the centralized control of production and distribution of goods and services under Communism as dictatorial and prone to abuse by those in controlling positions. Indeed in the Soviet Union we observed this phenomenon. Such proponents hold up Capitalism as a contrasting example of a free society. This comparison is misinformed at best and deliberately misleading at worst. In reality, the results are more similar than different. Under Capitalist paradigms, control of more and more resources, production, distribution, and access inexorably and inevitably concentrates into fewer and fewer hands. Control of nearly all resources from living space to food to medical care is in the hands of corporate boards of directors and the ultra-wealthy at their helm. This is exactly the same socio-economic dynamic as is criticized in many supposedly Communist paradigms. The results are exactly the same but even more dire in many ways under Capitalism. It truly makes no difference whether centralized control is in the hands of a government committee or a corporate board of directors. The abuses are the same and the harm to the people is no less. In fact, the reinforcers are stronger for abuse in the Capitalist paradigm. A committee in the Soviet Union was originally tasked with ensuring sufficient, efficient and equitable distribution of goods and services for the people, but they were disconnected from input from or dialog with the people. Their failure was due to the typical corruption that occurs in any hierarchical social structure as well as the non-democratic political system in operation. Under Capitalist paradigms, there is strong reinforcement for behavior that maximizes profits, market share and stock value, which as we will see nearly always inevitably comes at the expense of the people as surely as the life of a parasite diminishes the life and vitality of its host or victim. There is absolutely nothing democratic about Capitalist paradigms.

 

If you find yourself thrust into a game where the rule is every person for themselves and the goal of production is to accumulate maximum wealth by maximizing profits and stock prices, you will make very different choices than you will make if you find yourself in a game where the rule is to work together for the greatest good of each and all and the goal of production is to make sure that there is enough of things for everybody at the highest achievable level of quality. The behaviors that are reinforced are what will predominate.

 

It is time to implement new paradigms crafted wisely in the light of experience of what has been tried in human communities, what has worked and not worked and why/how. It is time for a socio-economic paradigm designed to strongly lean towards and reinforce the mutual co-empowerment and thriving of every human being in a context of a win-win and the best possible human experience for each and all, rather than the win-lose-lose-lose model of Capitalism.

 

This is NOT a call to arms to displace those in power and punish them for their abuses and misdeeds or to take revenge upon them. Nor is this a call to abandon the rule of law. Humanity is not yet mature enough to be able to function well without some laws carefully designed to support a safe and thriving Community. It is a call to end all or most hierarchical power systems so that none will lord it over or have rights over another. It IS a call to mobilization to end the dysfunctional Capitalist paradigm, by nonviolent force if necessary, to bring it to as graceful an end as possible quickly, then to replace it with a socio-economic paradigm that will have as its guiding principles the empowerment and actualization of every person and the community. This will necessarily involve the establishment of psychological reinforcers that strengthen and incentivize working together cooperatively (while recognizing, respecting and empowering each individual and their contribution) for mutual benefit among individuals and groups as well as between the individual and the community, while keeping in mind the importance of preserving and sustaining our planetary home. 

 

This must be done as soon as possible and with no compromise BUT with compassion and non-violently. Force of arms must be the last resort except surrender (which is not an option), and only in self-defense and the absolute minimum necessary. Since we seek to create a compassionate and empowering society, we MUST overthrow the oppressive power structure and once that is done, we must treat the former CEO's and other power brokers with the same firm no-nonsense compassion that we would treat a person with any mental or physical illness or disability.

 

As you read these pages, please keep your mind open and set aside any preconceptions you may have about political and economic systems. This is not about Communism versus Capitalism. It is about the deeper fulfillment and more complete implementation of government of, by, and for the People. It is about achieving a thriving, free and vibrant human community/society.

 

Forcibly and non-violently transitioning from one socio-economic paradigm to another, overthrowing the dominant power structure and creating a completely different non-power structure for one or more entire countries, is a daunting and almost overwhelmingly challenging task that may appear impossible. Yet it would be tragically fatal to fail to attempt it due to such perception. 

 

From the perspective of a typical inhabitant of the European Middle Ages, Democracy, Communism and Capitalism would have appeared to be impractical, impossible, and against the natural and Divine order. To inhabitants of 17th century Europe, the very idea of out-manned, out-gunned, out-funded colonists taking on the power of Britain, one of the pre-eminent European superpowers of its day, would have seemed a hopeless fool's errand doomed to failure. To dwellers of early 20th century Russia, the idea of a bunch of uneducated peasants taking on the hereditary power of the Czar would have appeared utterly preposterous and likewise doomed. To observers of late-1940's China, no one would have been likely to bet on the chances of a collection of half-starved, untrained, barefoot, illiterate, severely under-armed peasants prevailing against the U.S. - supported anti-Communist forces who had far superior fire-power, expertise and training. Similarly when India undertook her struggle to become independent of her British occupiers and do so by completely non-violent tactics and when the ANC embarked upon overthrowing the generations-long rule of Apartheid - from many points of view their chosen goals and missions appeared nearly or completely hopeless and contrary to common sense. There was a time when the very concept of a heavier-than-air flying machine was considered a complete waste of time by most serious scientists and yet now we enjoy a plethora of different kinds of flying machines and have even made it to the Moon. 

 

The point of this reminiscence is to remind us that the fact that a new idea or paradigm has not been tried or done yet on this big of a scale, or that it appears daunting and near-impossible, is not a defensible reason not to embark upon it. The more so because the alternatives: failure to attempt such an overthrow and restructuring on one hand, or else a violent overthrow on the other hand, are far too bleak and desolate to permit to occur. 

 

To allow things to continue as they are is an almost certain guarantee that the current consolidation of money, power, and resources into the hands of a very few ultra-wealthy power and money addicts will result, at the rate this process is accelerating, in a situation, in our lifetimes, in which a growing majority of us will be increasingly hungry, homeless and relegated to favelas like those in Brazil. At that point we will be in a much weaker position than now to embark upon this transition. 

 

Similarly, to embark on the transition by violent means would almost certainly give the old guard the advantage and make it easy for them to discredit our Transition. The likely result would be blood bath that is avoidable if we choose a non-violent mode of forcing the transition, to be discussed later in these writings. 

 

We must show ourselves and the world a whole new approach to the art of staging a forcible change of paradigm. It is important that we change the paradigm for this process as well. Too many well-founded revolutions have devolved into blood-baths with atrocities committed by the side of the just as well as the unjust. The moment that path is taken, the stage is set and the pump is primed for rage and hatred to out-create reason and compassion, which will most certainly compromise the intention of such a transition beyond recognition. Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. It is essential and imperative that we not create power structures that can take on a life of their own, be abused and become a tyrannical end unto themselves.

 


 

Chapter 2 - It Takes Money to Make Money - How the Stock Market Strongly Favors the Ultra Rich

 

 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines Capitalism as:
"An economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are controlled by private owners for profit, rather than by the state."

 

Merriam-Webster defines Capitalism as: "An economic system characterized by private or corporate ownership of capital goods, by investments that are determined by private decision, and by prices, production, and the distribution of goods that are determined mainly by competition in a free market."

 

This gives us only a superficial description but defines the recipe for the creation of an emerging modern feudalism that is at this moment unfolding in the Capitalist world at an ever-accelerating rate. It is ironic that this system has been represented to the world as synonymous with freedom, human rights, democracy, and enlightened civilization – as the opposite of dictatorship and despotism.

 

Merriam-Webster defines Feudalism as:


"Definition of feudalism
1:  “The system of political organization prevailing in Europe from the 9th to about the 15th centuries having as its basis the relation of lord to vassal (tenant who owes the lord homage and obedience) with all land held in fee (in exchange for service to the lord) and as chief characteristics homage, the service of tenants under arms and in court, wardship, and forfeiture.”


2:  “Any of various political or social systems similar to medieval feudalism”

 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines Feudalism as:


"The dominant social system in medieval Europe, in which the nobility held lands from the Crown in exchange for military service, and vassals were in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peasants (villeins or serfs) were obliged to live on their lord's land and give him homage, labour, and a share of the produce, notionally in exchange for military protection."

 

In the world around us, we can easily see that Capitalism is rapidly reconfiguring societies to closer and closer resemble the Feudal paradigm.

 

Under Feudalism there was the Crown, the Kings and Queens who owned and controlled everything. Under them were Lords who owned all land and enforced their ownership with violent force of arms. Vassals were permitted to live on the Lords' lands in exchange for serving the Lords' needs and whims. Serfs were forced to live on the Lord's lands in exchange for labor, obedience, and however much of the Serfs' produce, goods, and belongings as the Lords chose to take.

 

Under modern Capitalism, almost all the land and other resources are owned by a tiny segment of the population, including "Corporate Persons." That tiny segment owns a steadily growing majority of the land and all resources. These are our modern day Kings and Queens. Under these billionaire royals are their Lords, those who are close to them who defend them and implement or enforce their agendas. (Remember that if you are paying a mortgage on your home, you do not own it, the lender does.)

 

There are another slightly larger but still small segment of the population who serve these Lords and are afforded a greater than average amount of rights, authority and standard of living. These are often the landlords we pay rent to and the regional or local managers of our workplaces. These are the modern day Vassals. They serve the Lords who serve the Crown, the billionaires. 

 

The vast, ever-growing majority of the people are the modern day serfs. The parallel is becoming more strikingly clear every year.

 

Two things typical in Capitalist societies are private ownership of resources and production facilities and the employer-employee-consumer relationship. Keep in mind that the term “private,” which has cultural emotional connotations that imply the sovereignty and personal space of the individual, has a completely different meaning in this context. Under both Feudalism and Capitalism, all or most lands and resources are the “private” property of the Crown, Lords or ultra-wealthy/corporations, which in practice means that for the typical individual, little or nothing is theirs. If all rights belong to the owner of “private” property and one person owns the land that others live on, then these others have no property and no rights. In Feudalism, the serfs on the property of the Lords are themselves the property of the Lords; under Capitalism the same is true in practical terms, even though the legal definitions are framed differently. 

 

Feudalism is essentially no different from Capitalism. Under Capitalism, an ultra-wealthy few come to control and own more and more land and resources, leaving less and less for the rest of the people. In a society where possession and wealth confer rights, respect, deference and power, this means that all but a very few have few or no rights because wherever they go is the "private" property of a corporation or a more wealthy person. Under Feudalism, all or most land and resources are the private property of the Crown and nobility. All other persons have few or no rights. The end results of the two systems are virtually indistinguishable. Capitalism is actually more insidious since in many Capitalist countries such as the United States, the underlying reality is disguised with a thin but very well-crafted veneer of illusions of democracy and freedom. In Feudal Europe in the Middle Ages, religion, intimidation, starvation and brute force were used very effectively to keep the population compliant. In Feudal China, Confucianism, intimidation, starvation and brute force were similarly employed. Under Capitalist paradigms of the modern age, illusions of democracy, religion at times, and a plethora of distractions  serve these same ends. But make no mistake about it, the dynamics are the same. Brute force and intimidation will be applied to any who do not comply. 

 

Proponents of Capitalism like to say that it empowers the common person to be an owner and make money from investments in the stock market. You or I can theoretically buy shares of companies. This is technically true, just as is the statement that "anybody can make it" or "anybody can win big in the casino." But in reality, as is commonly said in Capitalist societies, "it takes money to make money." In practice, only the ultra-wealthy neo-Feudal Lords can effectively take advantage of this in a Capitalist paradigm. According to multiple sources as of 2017 the richest one percent owned 50% of all stock in the United States and the richest 90%-99% percent owned another 42% of all the stock in the U.S. The 50%-90% owned only 7.75% of stock, while the bottom 50% of the economic pyramid controlled just 0.25% of all stock.1

 

The average yearly increase in the stock market is around 10%, while the average growth rate of the U.S. economy is around 2.16%-3% annually, which is less than inflation. In other words, if you are not making money in the stock market in a big way, then you are steadily losing ground.

 

It is well known that stock markets go up and down more or less unpredictably in the short term but tend to go up on average over long periods of time, like decades. A person who has a large sum of money well-invested will most likely make a profit if they can leave it on a diverse collection of stocks for a long enough time.

 

A person living on a sub-living, barely living or a little over living wage does not have large sums of money that they can afford to invest in a diverse portfolio and leave there for 10-30 years. Such a person might occasionally be able to buy a minimal amount of stock; but most likely they will need to access that money, even if it means taking a loss, long before a decade passes because of immediate survival needs.

 

Imagine that you buy a share of stock that costs $100 because you got some money back from your taxes. If that stock earns an average of 12% a year, which at the time of this writing would be considered extraordinarily good earnings, that means that if you sell that stock after one year, will get back $112 ($12 profit), but really less because you pay a fee for the transaction and capital gains tax, so you might get back less than you invested. If you sell that same share after 10 years and it averaged 12% over that time, you would get back $311 before fees and taxes. If you take into consideration an average inflation rate of 2.5% over that time, its purchasing power will be closer to $243 before fees and taxes. That is hardly a nest-egg. If you invested $10,000 then you would get back $31,100, which would have the purchasing power of $24,300. That would be a meaningful amount but not quite enough for a single person to live on for a year while trying to replace a lost job, assuming no expenses beyond normal daily living costs. In order to attain a return of truly significant magnitude, one would need to be able to invest at least $100,000. Do you have that much on hand to invest for a decade? How many of your friends and family do?

 

If on the other hand you invested a million dollars, that 12% returns $1,120,000 or $120,000 profit if you sell it after one year. Even after inflation, fees and taxes, that is more than double the U.S. median income from wages or salary. If you were to leave that million dollars invested for 10 years earning an average return of 12%, you would take home $3,105,848 before inflation, fees, and taxes. You can easily see that if you were able to invest a billion dollars at 12% return, then your growth in wealth would dwarf that of the millionaire. People in that situation are also easily able to hire attorneys and top tax professionals to find ways to make sure they don't pay as high a percentage in tax as the typical person would who does not have those resources. Thus we see that investment in the Capitalist paradigm is only practical for those at the top of the pyramid or at least very near to it.

 

Investors, stockholders/shareholders of a company do have some voting rights in some decisions affecting the company. But the weight of your vote is in direct proportion to the size of your investment. If you have only 10 shares, your vote will never be heard or make any difference at all against the votes of the major stockholders, who usually include the CEO and other company Board officers. It is not democracy in any practical sense of the word, but rather a caricature of democracy.

 

There are other aspects of stock markets that consistently favor those at the top of the pyramid. Many investments have a minimum. One cannot invest less than $10,000 or $100,000. This effectively bars the vast majority of people from access to these kinds of investments.

 

In a barter or truly free-market economy where businesses are small and all at the same scale, where all individuals own their dwelling and business, all parties in a transaction meet as equals to arrive at an exchange that all will find acceptable. In a Capitalist economy, the party bringing big sums of money to the table - usually the employer or large investor – is implicitly assigned an advantage, a superior bargaining position, the right to dictate terms, and greater respect and power than the person bringing their knowledge, labor, expertise, or time to the table. 

 

Employers often require new hires to sign an employment agreement which gives the company the right to terminate the employee at any time for any reason or no reason at all, and which also often includes provisions that give the employer ownership over any inventions, processes, innovations, etc. that the employee comes up with while employed at that company, sometimes going so far as to include non-work-related inventions that the employee comes up with at home. If the employee does not sign it, they don't get the job. There is no possibility for negotiating over the terms of the employment agreement. The employer dictates the terms, unless of course you have been offered the position of CEO, in which case you dictate the terms, because you are effectively a Lord of the ruling class; the president and senior vice president and so on are your Vassals seeking a Lord to command them and maximize profits and stock prices.

 

In any human social undertaking such as a business, all participants together make its functioning possible. But under Capitalism, this is not acknowledged in practice. The largest percentage of employees are serfs, required to live on lands owned by the Lords who determine both how much they will be paid, and how much protection money they must pay for the privilege of being permitted to continue to exist and occupy space... to serve the profitability of the Lords and Stockholders. The difference between Capitalism and Feudalism is hard to find except in the trappings and terminology that clothe it.

 

As previously mentioned, from 1970 to 2017, the typical salaries of CEO's have increased an estimated 800 - 1,200% while the salaries of employees have increased only 11 - 12% and the cost of living has gone up approximately 500%.

 

By reinforcing individual acquisition of wealth while failing to reinforce mutuality, symbiosis, cooperation and respect among individuals and groups, Capitalist society creates a human environment where the majority of people will experience strong reinforcement to strive individually to acquire wealth most of the time, just to survive. This behavior is strongly reinforced. If one gains enough wealth to do more than survive, the strong reinforcers favor continuing to do so without limit. Joint mutual effort, cooperation and sharing are selected against and difficult or perilous to sustain. 

 

While wages increase incrementally, linearly and very slowly, wealth increases geometrically. For those who depend for survival on pay that is barely or not quite enough meet expenses, wealth is out of reach. They must constantly struggle to make ends meet, and any interruption in such efforts is catastrophic and possibly irrecoverable. For those with massive amounts of wealth, wages are unnecessary and irrelevant. Their wealth rapidly and increasingly generates more wealth with no effort, work or productivity needed.

 

By configuring the economy in a pyramidal hierarchical structure, Capitalism ensures chronic scarcity in the lower to middle portions of the economic pyramid, which along with ever-present strong reinforcements for wealth acquisition, creates an adversarial environment of cutthroat competition among the vast majority of people who occupy the middle to lower segments. This has the added effect of marginalizing and diffusing any potential concerted action to combat the hegemony of the Corporatocracy and create non-Capitalist paradigms in practice. Maintaining the overwhelming majority of the people in a state of constant stress, depletion, exhaustion, and discouragement further dissipates social energy that could potentially focus on questioning and challenging the status quo.

 

By making it literally illegal to live outside the Capitalist paradigm (Yes, in practical terms this is true. More on this later in this writing.) and painting Capitalism as synonymous with Democracy and Freedom, those in power are able to portray those who oppose, challenge or question it as criminals, subversives or terrorists who are then easy to demonize in the eyes of most of the populace. Furthermore, by teaching each generation of children that they are a free and prosperous society envied by all the world, that there is endless opportunity and that anybody can make it, and by promoting and popularizing anecdotal "rags to riches" stories, prevailing cultural attitudes are cast in a mold of acceptance of, and even pride in, the economic system and its conditioned but inaccurate association with the concept of “democracy” and “freedom”. 

 

One area in which there is abundance and wide access for every segment of the pyramid in Capitalist societies is distractions: entertainments, gadgets, status symbols, drugs, alcohol and more, many of which have versions that are within the budgets of sub-living wage earners if they stretch or use credit, which in turn ensures their entanglement and indebtedness within the system while further dissipating social energy that might otherwise become focused on challenging the economic system and the ones at the top, the modern Feudal Lords. If such an economy were an internal combustion engine, these distractions would be the cooling system, keeping the people from heating up to the point of seizing up the engine.

 

Like any system or organism, the Capitalist system will fight to protect its existence. We cannot afford to be deterred by this. The American, Chinese, and Soviet Revolutions as well as the U.S. Civil Rights Movement, Gandhi's movement to kick the British out of India, the Israeli Zionist movement and the anti-Apartheid movement in South Africa are all examples of fundamental change that was brought about in the face of overwhelming odds and opposition against opponents who were vastly better armed, equipped, trained and supported. 

 

We must learn to always keep in mind that the economic pyramid is not a force or phenomenon of nature that exists in its own right independent of us. It is created, driven and sustained by the cooperation and participation of all of us. It depends on us playing the game by the rules that keep the pyramid in place. That pyramid, and those at the top of it, stands on the backs of hundreds of millions of employees and consumers (human beings) who keep producing, delivering, repairing, selling, buying, consuming and paying. If we remove our backs and choose, millions of us and more, to create a different socio-economic construct, to change the operating principles of the “game” and how it is played from the ground up (not the top down), the pyramid will collapse due to lack of participants. Violence may very well not be necessary. 

 

Those who are attached and addicted to the pyramidal Capitalist paradigm will try to force it upon the Transitionaries, the change-bringers; but if we are numerous enough, focused enough, dedicated and ubiquitous enough and we quietly claim control over the processes of production and distribution, ignoring the hierarchy as irrelevant and keeping vital goods and services functioning, there will be little that the Lords of the Capitalist Feudal state will be able to do to stop the change.

 

 

 

1 See Heidi Chung, Yahoo Finance January 17, 2019; Federal Reserve Board 2019; Daan Struyven, Goldman Sachs, 2019 and  “Household Wealth Trends in the United States 1962 – 2016: Has Middle Class Wealth Recovered” by Edward N. Wolff


 


 

Chapter 3 - What is the True Function of Money/Currency?

 

 

The purpose, function, forms and modes of transaction have changed drastically over the course of millennia. Essentially it is a question of logistics: how do goods and services get shared and distributed within the human community?

 

The earliest human societies were almost certainly hunter-gatherer tribes in which members did not require any form of exchange among them. Each member of the tribe knew their job(s) and performed them organically like the organs in a body, as needed and in rhythms that evolved over time to sustain the needs of the community. There was trade between tribes: fish from coastal tribes in exchange for animal skins or dried fruit from inland tribes, that sort of thing. The exchanges were negotiated between parties on a mostly equal footing.

 

As agriculture, fishing, and herding spread, permanent settlements gradually replaced nomadic lifestyles. Increasing specialization developed. This led to trade becoming more common. People bartered goods and services among them individually, as did settlements and the still nomadic tribes - a pound of cheese for a dozen eggs, a wagon wheel repair for a day of help around the shop, medicinal herbs from the mountains for medicinal herbs from the lowlands and so on.

 

As the size and complexity of human cultures grew and new technologies emerged, it became impractical to perform all transactions via straight barter, for a lot of reasons. For example, how much cheese, eggs, meat or flint can you carry around with you for exchange? How do you determine the value of a winter coat in terms of arrows, fishing nets or wheat? Currency in the form of coins and tokens of various kinds became one solution. It is easier to carry around a pocket full of coins or small seashells than a wagon full of wood and nails.

 

At that point there was nothing resembling the capitalist paradigm that we see today. There were of course gougers and fair dealers, honest people and cheats, thieves, robbers, etc. But it was all on a much smaller scale than today, and whatever inequities existed were much smaller. Remember, if you only give me 8 eggs for a pound of cheese and the chicken farmer down the street will give me 12, then I will go for the better deal. At that point there was no such thing as mega-corporations or vast business empires; there were no quiet agreements among CEO’s on the golf course to work together to drive prices up by dollars and then compete among them over pennies. For the most part, each chicken farmer, each arrowsmith, each basket weaver was independent of the others. If there were exceptions, at that time in history, they were on a very small scale.

 

It is not necessary to track the evolution of currency in minute detail from the distant past to the present. But it is instructive to keep something of a historical perspective.

 

Let us also look at and understand the significance of the value assigned by different cultures to different items and substances. Some cultures used certain kinds of seashells for currency, and there were other variations. But over time humans came to value gold, silver, and other minerals and imbue them with value by virtue of common agreement and perception rather than actual utility or superiority over other minerals for any particular purpose. 

 

Gold, silver and other metals, of course, were appealing to cultures which had mastered the art of extracting and working them, since they can be fashioned into shapes bearing marks defining their value; they hold their shape and do not easily shatter.

 

It is important to remember that this valuation of gold, silver, platinum, diamonds and the like is completely arbitrary. Each has their useful and aesthetic properties, but there is no inherent reason to value them above other substances or objects. Yet wars have been fought, murders committed, families and friendships sundered, people enslaved, and civilizations conquered and subjugated in the process of seeking, obtaining and accumulating these things. Blue jays and magpies are drawn to shiny things and apparently so are humans. In and of itself, that is neither constructive nor destructive. The perception and appreciation of beauty certainly adds to our quality of life. How we express that fascination, however, is entirely and arbitrarily subject to choices we make as individuals and as societies.

 

At some point, another dynamic began to enter the equation, which introduced new complexities and destructive patterns into the use and function of currency. If I can install myself up-river from a village or town with enough armed fighters to back me up, I can build a dam on the river or divert it to control the availability of water to the town. When the townspeople suddenly find the river drying up, they will come up my way to investigate, at which point I can tell them that if they want water they will have to pay my price. For that matter, I can charge a fee from every town and village down-river from me. As long as I have sufficient arms and a strategically defensible position, there is not much the towns can do about it, unless they can overpower me by force of arms. If I make a few people in each town my agents and elevate them above the rest of the townspeople, keeping them compliant through bribery and intimidation, they will suppress any attempts of townspeople to oppose my power.

 

Another destructive dynamic that crept into the picture was active threat. We will burn your house down or beat you up, destroy your crop or kill members of your family if you don't pay us a fee. Normally this conjures up images of gangs, the Mafia, drug cartels and playground bullies. But sadly that is largely how most royal families built up their fiefdoms and how many entirely legal and widely respected companies and sovereign countries do business and get away with it, because technically they are not breaking any laws. Capitalist paradigms contain strong reinforcers for these behaviors. As will become clear in the course of this writing, the distinction between street gang, drug cartel, Mafia, royal family, dynasty, and business empire is artificial and flimsy at best.

 

In the current state of Capitalist society in the world, money for the typical working person has two functions: to acquire desired goods and services (a TV, tickets to an entertainment, etc) and to pay for the necessities of life. Unfortunately, as in the company towns that were common before there were anti-monopoly laws and labor unions in the United States, it is essentially the same tiny segment of the population who determine both what working people are paid and how much they will have to pay for said necessities and amenities. The end result of this is a steady redistribution of money, resources and control from the bottom of the economic pyramid towards the top, since as we shall see, Capitalist paradigms are hierarchical pyramid schemes in which those at the top steadily drain energy and resources from those at the bottom. It is inherent in the paradigm.

 

Currency has taken new forms undreamt of until recently: paper money originally was linked to the value arbitrarily assigned to silver and gold, but eventually was decoupled from that standard. Now the value of paper and metal currency is arbitrarily determined independent of precious metals. In addition, the majority of transactions at the time of this writing are done electronically and only exist as bits in databases. This clearly shows that currency and its value are purely a matter of concept and imagination, not an inherent set of properties of nature. Yet the way the dominant Capitalist society functions, these bits define and determine our rights, our options, the level of respect or lack thereof that we are afforded, even our right to a livelihood, a place to live or to pursue our Constitutional rights if we live in a country that has some form of Constitution.

 

As things are now, currency in all of its forms no longer functions primarily as a medium of exchange to facilitate the flow of goods and services among people, nor does it primarily grant access to desired commodities, EXCEPT for the microscopically small segment of the population at the very top of the economic pyramid. In the current state of Capitalist society, in practice, money is used by the ultra-wealthy who control most of the resources to create scarcity and erect barriers to limit and control access to vital goods and services for the vast majority, for 99.5% or more of the population.

 

Even though the U.S. Constitution grants us many rights starting with "Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness," the economic system places a high price on actualizing those rights, effectively acting as a barrier to exercising them.

 

Look at one of the most basic of necessities of life: having a place to physically be, to live. In order to have a place to be, in Capitalist societies you have 2 choices: buy a place or rent a place. Either way you are forced to pay to have a place to be. If you are homeless or try to live on public land, land that is not being used, or even in a vehicle such as your own car or RV outside of an RV park or campground that charges rent, many and increasing numbers of towns and cities have laws forbidding it either expressly or indirectly. 

 

Owning one’s own place is of course preferable to renting, since in Capitalist societies it carries a greater degree of freedom and economic safety than renting. In Capitalist paradigms, however, home ownership is always priced far above most people's ability to buy with cash, which forces most prospective buyers to seek a bank loan - mortgage - which effectively translates into the bank owning the home until the buyer pays off the loan with a huge amount of interest. If one is in a weak financial situation, the banks will not loan one the money, making it impossible to own one's home.

 

Renting means paying money every month to a landlord who has dictatorial rights to determine much of what the renter can or cannot do in the living unit, including having guests or family visit, planting a garden, making improvements or changes – and of course the landlord can raise the rent at will and even revoke the renter’s right to be there.

 

Many American cities have even passed laws making it a crime to feed or help the homeless. An increasing number of American cities are giving the police the power to confiscate the sleeping bags, tents, winter coats and other possessions of the homeless with no due process, in a culture that values private property as sacrosanct. In practice, the sanctity of one’s private property is directly proportional to one’s place on the economic pyramid. 

 

There a few places that have made it illegal to catch rainwater. Citizens are forced to pay for water even where there is water available to them from nature. In the state of Michigan, millions of struggling people have had their water supply cut off because they couldn’t afford the exorbitant cost of water. These people are thus deprived of one of the most basic necessities of life, even if they are working and contributing to the community. (Much of the water supply in Michigan is also contaminated and unsafe to drink due to unregulated industrial pollution) There are many places that have various kinds of laws and regulations that restrict homeowners and renters from using their yards for cultivation of food or the raising of food animals or chickens for eggs. People are forced to have to pay for food, water, and a place to be. 

 

Even though there are not generally laws specifying in so many words that it is illegal to live without paying for the privilege, there are a plethora of laws that translate into the same thing when one does the math. If it is illegal to live on “privately” owned land or buildings, and it is illegal to live or sleep on “publicly” owned land such as city parks and lands, streets or even the gardens along highways or National Parks, and it is illegal to live in a vehicle (including an RV designed for habitation) unless parked on “privately” owned land where rent must be paid, then in practical terms it means that it is illegal to live without paying to occupy space. In such a paradigm, if one is living on unoccupied land, seeing to one’s own needs without taking anything from or harming anybody, and not collecting public assistance, then one is still defined as a criminal. 

 

In practice, rent, mortgage and other enforced charges on life’s necessities mean that unless one is a member of the extremely wealthy at the top of the economic pyramid who own and control the majority of resources, one’s life is unceasingly held hostage. Every month, you forced to pay ransom on your own life. The principle is also similar to that of paying protection money to gangs or the Mafia. Pay your monthly protection or suffer deprivation of home and all the necessities of life. There is no functional difference between rent, mortgage, ransom, and protection money. Only the terminology is different.

 

Under Capitalism all people are forced to pay to live, to exist at all. In practice, one's rights, freedom, degree of respect received, and options in life are in direct proportion to one's wealth. In this way it is clear that Capitalism as we see it now in the United States is in direct opposition to the U.S. Constitution, eroding, undermining and subverting it. The Constitution guarantees U.S. citizens and residents rights starting with Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. The Capitalist Paradigm creates conditions in which one has NO rights, not even to occupy space, without paying for it with money. This is a direct contradiction. This is a fact worthy of pointing out to the awareness of all who have sworn an oath to defend the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic. If you have sworn such an oath, then it is your clear duty to defend the Constitution against Capitalism and support or protect the Transition to the new paradigm.

 

Using the concept of "Free Enterprise" to defend Capitalism is a gross distortion, as the business practices of gigantic corporations and the ultra wealthy effectively create an environment caustic to small business, freelancers, and those who wish to live without participating in the money economy. Enterprise is theoretically free to all, but in practice is free only to those at or very near the top of the economic Pyramid, just as theoretically any citizen who meets age and citizenship requirements can become President of the United States, while in practice the only potential candidates who will realistically ever even reach the race are people who are either wealthy themselves or are connected to others who are. It was not that way in the time of Abraham Lincoln, but it is now.

 

In its current form, money/currency is most frequently used as a way to create scarcity and barriers blocking access to goods, services and even the most basic necessities, as a means of controlling, disempowering, dividing and effectively enslaving the vast majority of people. A populace locked into a constant losing struggle to survive paycheck to paycheck, fighting over meager opportunities for minimal advancement, constantly stressed and exhausted, is a populace unlikely to have the time, energy, will, or cohesion to form a coordinated concerted front to challenge and overthrow the system that is keeping them in that condition.

 

Add to that backdrop the aforementioned wide range of accessible distractions that disperse and dissipate rather than focus social, emotional, and motivational energy, plus immersion in constant propaganda from birth convincing people that they have freedom, that theirs is the best possible world, and you have an ingenious and insidious way of preventing the people from rising up and challenging the status quo. 

 

Yet it is not a hopeless situation. Historically we see that the Chinese Revolution succeeded against the odds even though the Red Army started out as half-starved uneducated peasants against a militarily vastly superior enemy. The American Revolution was similarly able to prevail against an apparently insurmountable set of obstacles in going up against the most powerful superpower of its day. India was able to drive the British, still a major superpower, out of their lands and affairs by forceful, nonviolent insurrection. Our Transition must strive to be uncompromisingly forceful but also compassionate and always favoring nonviolence over violence. The goal is to create a socio-economic system(s) that is compassionate and empowering to all, that fosters symbiosis and mutuality among mutually respecting individuals and groups, rather than cutthroat competition, predation, and manipulation.

 

 


 

Chapter 4  -  Disparity

 

 

It is typical for CEO's to make hundreds or even thousands of times what the vast majority of their employees make. In 1916 the CEO disparity was approximately 16 times what the typical employee earned. Whether you ever become an active initiator of the Transition to viable paradigms or not, I hope you will come to understand the fact that the struggles you are experiencing (all of us and billions of others as well) are not any indication of a deficiency on your part. The system is broken by design. That is why it must be shut down and a new system put in place to replace it. The people at the top of the pyramid will not willingly allow that to happen so we will have to force the change the same way we would have to wrest the controls of an airplane from the hands of a drunk or delirious pilot, and for the same reasons.

 

The disparity is more extreme in industrialized Capitalist countries than that of medieval Europe. It is not uncommon for a CEO to make in one week, one day or even one hour what a typical employee of the same company makes in a year. The most extreme disparity in a well-known company as reported under the requirements of the Dodd-Frank Act in 2018 was that of Weight Watchers International, Inc., whose CEO made 5,908 times what their median employee made, meaning that Ms. Grossman made in about twenty minutes what her median employee made in a year. 2  Exceeding this extreme disparity is that of Jeff Bezos, CEO of Amazon. His total increase in net worth in 2017 was $33 billion. When we add that to his official salary of $1.6 million and divide it by his median employee’s salary of $28,446, we immediately see that he made in just under nine seconds what his median employee made in a year, at the rate of $3,182 per second.3  In daily life, this translates into CEO’s who live in power, luxury and privilege rivaling or exceeding that of traditional royalty, while typical employees of these companies cannot meet basic living expenses on their salaries. Clearly this paradigm is no more viable or defensible than a boat that cannot float long enough to cross the ocean.

 

Most if not all CEO's and their ilk are unable or unwilling to grasp that their fantastic wealth is only possible because of the hard work of all of their employees doing their part. The paradigm in operation in this society has trained them, and most of the rest of the population as well, to believe that their disproportionate share of the revenues of the company is justified because of some mysterious something that they have that makes them incalculably more valuable than the typical employee. 

 

Sometimes it is said that it is because they make the company more successful. This is truly no different from the Medieval paradigm that postulated that the kings, queens, czars, kaisers, emperors and other dictators of their day (all the way down to earls, dukes and the like) were in their position because God put them there, having made them inherently more worthy than others. Therefore to rise up against them was to rise up against God which carried with it a sentence of eternal damnation. 

 

A more rational, though circular and equally untenable, justification was that the peasants were ignorant and incapable of governing themselves. Of course they were kept ignorant by design while being constantly overworked, underfed and terrified, leaving them incapable of much more than surviving another day until they couldn't any longer and died. In today’s Capitalist systems, the rising cost of education is steering us in the same direction. Likewise the current U.S. regime's plan to surreptitiously privatize primary and secondary education will guarantee future generations incapable of critical thinking if we do not succeed in thwarting those agendas wherever they occur.

 

Another example of a country experiencing extreme neo-Feudalistic stratification as the result of Capitalist paradigms is Brazil, where the vast majority of people live in favelas in extreme poverty, privation, danger and disenfranchisement.

 

The extreme and growing disparity is further tolerated in Capitalist cultures because of the myth that “anybody can make it,” supported by true anecdotal but dramatic “rags to riches” stories that perpetuate the belief that if one is hard-working and entrepreneurial enough, one can ascend the economic Pyramid to the upper reaches where one is free from the constant stress over economic survival, where one
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“Don’t miss all the beautiful colors of the rainbow

looking for that pot of gold.”
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