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What sort of prompts are these?


There's nothing like a pet to warm your heart or lay waste to your enemies! From loyal labradors to less terrestrial critters, there's something about having an animal sidekick that makes a Fictive pick up the wordcount. So swing by the pound (or the summoning circle), gas up the spaceship, and get ready to play some interstellar fetch!
This eBook contains 31 prose prompts, which are small snippets of story ranging from a single short sentence to longer chunks of prose or dialog. This type of prompt is meant to invoke a setting, emotion, or plot idea and can be an easier starting point for some writers. Sometimes you need a little more for newborn plot bunnies to chew on than a single word or a what-if question.

The prompts are set in a variety of genres including fantasy and science fiction, but many are not genre-specific. I’ve included examples of the various ways to use the prompts at the end of the book, since not every prompt may fall in a genre that you write in.

This eBook contains a mix of Saturday Story Prompts previously posted to the blog as well as prompts that will be posted in the future.
Prompts are not divided into categories and have been mixed to make sure themes and genres are not clumped together. The prompts are meant to be read in this random order to shake up your muses and get them hopping around between wildly different ideas!
If you're not familiar with my style of prompts, please swing by my website (www.Martha.net) and check out the Saturday Story Prompts category.






Prompts


1. There's no direct correlation she can find, but every time something goes wrong the rust-brown tabby cat's not far behind.
2. Choosing a magical companion animal wasn't something one undertook lightly. After all, picking the wrong pet could absolutely ruin your chances at getting an invitation to the ball.
3. Three dogs were two dogs too many –or three dogs too many depending on who you asked– because when things came to a vote the dogs always won.
4. In the stories space pirates had cool pets like robot parrots and space cats with eight legs. Instead, she had a guinea pig that was more interested in their victims' hydroponics bay than their pocketbooks.
5. The saltwater aquarium is nothing like he'd expected, the glass column spans the full two stories of the foyer and it's flush with multicolored fish. They must have taken years for his uncle to collect and he has no idea how the will expects him to take it home.
6. Pet foretelling demons were a pastime of the rich, no one else could afford the complex mix of chemicals that kept the poor things alive after they were summoned.
7. It's wrong to treat other sentients like pets, she knows that deep in her bones, but the humans are just so irresistibly cute.
8. There are no true pets here, every animal fulfills a specific purpose as decreed in the holy writ. Every spring those that fail the tests are fed to those that don’t and by this tempering, the strength of the whole improves. The War made them weak, but the Word will make them strong again.
9. Dogs are patient, they'll wait forever for you to love them back.
10. Halfway into research for her thesis on the behavior of feral pet parrots she realized that the hyacinth macaws could tell the future.
11. Her family's bred farm dogs for generations now and no one's quite sure what they started with. The neighbors joke that there's black bear somewhere in the mix, but when her cousin sends out the DNA test it comes back as error and unknown.
12. There are more important things, and less important things, but it's a small brown kitten with eyes the color of snow that catches his attention.
13. The alien's more parasite than pet, causing havoc as it roams the ship, investigating every nook and cranny until it finds the perfect den. The human crew calls it Mr. Bitey and love it anyway... and no one else is brave enough to make it leave.
14. His biggest regret was he's away from home too much to adopt a pet, so it takes him longer than he likes to admit to realize the wild tortoise in his backyard has apparently adopted him instead.
15. Black cats have always been lucky house pets because the demons eat them first.
16. She's not quite sure when her roommate's snake went from being a problem to a pet, but one rainy day she finds herself curled up with a book and a blissfully content python snuggled in her lap.
17. The pounds are littered with green dragons after hatching season. Most people didn't want to keep an unlucky color, no matter how expensive the egg, and the rest couldn't afford to raise a color that grew to the size of a house.
18. Dogs made pretty good partners when it came to exploring planets, they were eternally optimistic about the possibility of alien squirrels.
19. The hamster is under the refrigerator. Again. He glares at the furry convict and it glares right back, unrepentant and nibbling on dropped sunflower seeds.
20. Apartments in the city that allow pets are only slightly rarer than ones that allow magic. She glared at the website and the tiny kirin for a few minutes and then grudgingly increased the price range to allow both.
21. It's a janitorial robot, not a pet, but the administration has given up removing the googly eyes and floppy ears that the grad students keep on supergluing where they think the head should be.
22. Rabbits made much better companion animals than wolves, they knew all the nooks and crannies of the forest and never led you wrong when the hounds were on your tail.
23. When they had pets as kids things seemed… simpler. She flipped through the vet's stack of handouts and eyed the giant pile of 'must have' hand-me-downs her Aunt had given her. It's just a bird, not a baby, it can't be that hard. Right?
24. She keeps tarantulas as pets. Hissing cockroaches, ant colonies, and giant millipedes lurk in tanks along the bookshelves, happy to live their lives in the shadows.
25. Dogs will always answer honestly, they just don't have any tact. Ferrets turn everything into a parable about mice. Cats on the other won't answer me at all.
26. Just as the half-disassembled computer finally boots, the video card dies with a snap and tiny puff of blue smoke, victim of a wet dog nose and static. Bella licks her nose and gives him a mournfully accusing glare, as only basset hounds are built to do.
27. He watches as the elephants take the alien's offered fruits with delicate politeness, like parents accepting gifts from toddlers. Here the massive herbivores are honored pets, meant for companionship and decoration and he wonders how no one noticed the sharp intelligence in their eyes.
28. I didn't mean to end up with a pig as a pet instead of a pork chop, but Silly was one determined little piglet.
29. Heather was the kind of dog that children dream of having; a fierce protector to ward off nightmares, a ruthless champion to mete out their revenge, someone to love them no matter what they asked of her. But Heather wasn't real.
30. Beads roll off the desk in a cascade of color and noise followed a heartbeat later by a pack of kittens with more pounce than sense.
31. There's only one dog in my neighborhood that knows I can understand him and he curses me out every time I pass him on my morning jog.
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