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			Dedication

Honoring Cats

There have been many cats

in my life,

and I would like 

to thank them all

for their presences.

I’ve learned so much

from each and every one,

yet there’s still more to learn.

All I can do is love you

and honor you

in the only way I can.

So this book is dedicated

to each and every one.

I know there will be

more cats in my life

before I’m through with it,

so I will include those as well.

I hope you all like

this little book

and feel honored

for touching my life

with yours.
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			Crazy Cat Lady

Throughout time,

there has been one

crone that lives with lots of cats

just about everywhere.

Everyone knows who she is.

And many people want to

blame her whenever there’s

a cat problem arising.

But who is she?

She’s the one

who lets the cats rule the house.

She makes accommodations

for them.

She sets up the house

so they are comfortable.

She may complain

about them,

but she doesn’t throw

them out.

She even picks up strays

and abandoned cats

and shelters them.

They all love her.

But who is she?

She was one of many

women condemned as a witch

in a society that couldn’t

tolerate women who didn’t

get married and have children.

But the cats are her children.

What does she need human children for?

That society insists on conformity

and falling short of that—death.

These women are still misunderstood.

But who is she?

She may be me someday…


			Cats in my Life


			To the Cat I Don’t Remember

Malachai,

Oh, Malachai,

I don’t remember you.

My mom said you were

our cat when I was five.

That was until

the babysitter

let you out

and you never came back.

Malachai,

Oh, Malachai,

did you find a home

after you left?

Or did you become

a street cat?

I hope your life

was better.

I’m sure you

weren’t happy

with all of us.

Malachai,

Oh, Malachi,

did you reincarnate

and become

my darling,

Sir Socks?

It’s certainly

possible.

It’s been

much too long

for your little lifetime

now, and

perhaps

you are

with me now.


			To the Various Cats Who Talked to me after Sir Socks Claimed Me

Cats didn’t seem to care for me.

I guess I was too mean to them as a child.

That was until after I became an adult

and ended up with my friend’s cat, Socks.

I knighted the cat after I found out

he was a British Shorthair.

Knighting has helped him

get over his fears of stuffed animals.

Ever since he claimed me,

strange cats have talked to me

and even asked me to pet them!

I guess they can smell Sir Socks on me.

Luna

a fluffy gray cat

living in the neighborhood.

She complained to me

of feeling neglecting

and begged me to pet her.

I did.

And it wasn’t a one time happening.

Maximillion (Six-Toes)

was a cat who lived

in the neighborhood laundromat

when he felt like it.

He was rather sociable

with all the customers.

And he knew who liked him.

Earl

also lived in the same laundromat

in the apartment in the back.

He tended to get whiny when

his human companion had to work

in the laundromat.

Sometimes he came out.

He let me pet him.

Earl and Max

eventually these two cats

shared the same space

for a little while.

They caught and ate

the mice in the back.

It was comforting to know

the cats had that problem

under control.

Buddy

I only met him once.

The cat of two friends

of my younger brother.

Buddy had a feather

hanging from a stick.

I dangling it over his head

and he rolled over and

batted it with his forepaws.

When he rolled over,

he knocked over a glass

of Kool-Aid

that was sitting on the floor.

I felt bad, but Buddy

covered me.

His human companions

excused it because Buddy

and I were playing.

Osha

was a gray cat

who was sure of herself.

She didn’t like Sir Socks or Spot

and preferred they were out of her way.

I had a dream about her

one night,

she appeared as an Asian woman.

I told her, but she didn’t care.

I called her a gray lump of fluff once.

She didn’t like that.

Elektra

was Osha’s sleek,

black daughter.

She was tiny

and meowed like a kitten.

She tended to jump

on the roof and walk across it.

But Elektra sightings were rare.

She didn’t like humans looking at her.

She darted as soon as 

she was spotted.

Once she whined to me.

I picked her up

and carried her around

for a little while.

She got quiet

and then when she

had had enough,

she spoke up.

I let her go and

she left.

Other cats

there’s been others,

but I never knew their names.

Some would just say

‘hi’ to me as they past by.

Others would ask to be petted.

But the whole change was due

to Sir Socks adopting me.


			My Stepmom’s Siamese

Once I knew

a siamese cat

that belonged to

my stepmom.

I didn’t have

much interaction

and so can only

write that

the cat was sleek,

and quiet.
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