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This is the first thing you may see when you hold the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer.
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One of Rhett's most worked-upon illustrations, this drawing shows an aerial view of what the large house of study looked like where the 72 Hebrew translators turned the Old Testament into the Septuagint. There were 3 Israelis assigned to each book of the Tanakh. Egypt's literary authorities set aside 6 Jews from each tribe of God's Chosen People to carry out their joyful toil. Each Semite was given a room to do his labor, and each space had its own door, but the associates were instructed to stay in their own areas until the sacred texts were completed. And in case you don't know, the 3 chambers which were assigned to translate the scrolls called 'The 12' were occupied by scholars who had as their task the duty to make those little books understandable to Greeks as the minor prophets named Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
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The Septuagint
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The Old Testament, also known as the Tanakh, was completed about 450 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, the boy who came into the world through Bethlehem.

About 200 years after the last book of the Jewish Bible was completed, the Israelis were beginning to wonder if God would send them any more books to write. But they did not know that the Lord was about to inspire Ptolemy the 2nd (surnamed Philadelphus) to request that the Hebrew Scriptures be translated into the foundational language of Europe, a tongue which had become popular along the western shores of Asia and on the northern coasts of Africa. That translation would come to be known as the Septuagint, which would eventually be given the Latin abbreviation LXX.

Today, the LXX is the earliest Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible from the original Hebrew language. Its fullest and grandest title was long ago published as 'The Translation of the Seventy', because the Holy Writ of the Jews up to that time in history was translated into the Greek language, for the first time, at the request of Ptolemy the 2nd. That king sought out 72 Jewish translators, 6 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. Ptolemy the 2nd (who was also known as the Greek Pharaoh of Egypt) had arranged for those translators to travel from Jerusalem, Israel to Alexandria, Egypt to translate their nation's Tanakh, so that the Jews of Egypt could have their Holy Book in the world's greatest library, and so that the world could finally have the most important book in the world translated for the benefit of those who could not read Hebrew. That fact was promoted by the famous letter of Aristeas, written to his brother Philocrates: but the excitement did not stop there - word of that mighty translation was also promoted by Egypt's great Jewish scholar Philo, and Rome's great Hebrew man of learning named Josephus also made it known to the world, and that is why Augustine of Hippo made sure to publish the fame of it throughout the Catholic world.

The LXX could not be ignored by the self-righteous Jewish authorities holed up in the land of Israel, who felt like no one could translate the Bible for anyone. That hot mess of teachers, afraid of what the public might think if nothing was said about the LXX, saw fit to include a mention of it in their Tractate Megillah of the Babylonian Talmud, which says, "King Ptolemy once gathered 72 Elders. He placed them in 72 chambers, each of them in a separate one, without revealing to them why they were summoned. He entered each one's room and said: 'Each one of you shall be given a book to translate from your collection of 24 holy scrolls inspired by Moses'". According to rabbinic tradition (which considered the Greek translation to be a distortion of the sacred text and unsuitable for use in the synagogues), the Septuagint was presented to Ptolemy days before the annual Tenth of Tevet fast.

The Septuagint was completed about 132 years before Messiah Yeshua was born in the city of David. Unknown to most people at the time that the LXX was published, the Holy One's plan to introduce a Greek Tanakh to the world was necessary for the coming of the Son of God. The Son would instruct his Hebrew disciples to write their books in Greek, adding that they should refer to that Greek Tanakh whenever the Old Testament was consulted. God the Father knew that it was time for the world to see the fulfillment of Jewish prophecies in written form, and it was best to have those fulfillments laid down in Greek. The Holy Ghost inspired Jesus' students to write books which would make up the New Testament, and that testament had to be filled with references using the LXX as a text. Yes, the LXX was perfect in God's sight, and translations of it were good enough, but in the last days of the church, God's saints needed a little extra help in grasping key doctrines, teachings which needed the illumination of Hebrew - because the Devil was beginning to eat away at the confidence of God's church, due to man's neglect of Jesus' instructions.

Most people were unfamiliar with the glories of the LXX. On arrival at Alexandria, the translators were greeted by the king and given a sumptuous banquet. They were then closeted in a secluded house on the island of Pharos close to the seashore, where the celebrated 110 meter high lighthouse, one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world, had just been finished.

What most people did not know, but needed to know, was that, following the conquests of Alexander the Great, Greek became the official language of Egypt, Syria and the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. The Septuagint made the Hebrew Scriptures available to the Jews who no longer spoke their ancestral language and to the entire Greek-speaking world. The Septuagint later became the Bible of the Greek-speaking Church in its early days, until they were able to get completed copies of the New Testament. The LXX is frequently quoted in the New Testament.

Scholars who are honest will admit that a study of the LXX will make it natural for them to come to clear conclusions about it, concerning its Scriptural authority. The LXX enjoyed a universal reception in the primitive churches. Scholars who study the LXX for a long time will see thousands of resemblances in the New Testament, gradually ascertaining that almost every quotation in the New Testament was either literally, or substantially, taken from the LXX, which means the LXX was perpetually present to the minds of the evangelists and apostles of the first century.

The inevitable conclusion that scholars living after the Protestant Reformation could not avoid — that the authenticity of the New Testament is bound up with the authenticity of the LXX — is that it stands pledged, not only for its general truth and historic authenticity, but for its Scriptural and canonical authority.

The New Testament is not to be treated, in this respect, like any merely human record. As the immediate offspring of the Divine Spirit, it claims to be so far inspired in its language, as to admit of no material mistake, or error. By its continual appeal to the Greek LXX. it necessarily raises that version to its own standard. To cite from an uninspired version, so frequently and statedly, would be to forfeit and annul its own claim to full inspiration.
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The preacher from Israel
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Before the Tribulation Period, a preacher from Israel came to the US to preach to an audience of people made up of Christians and those who were not followers of Christ, but who were curious about him. His name was Amir and he was invited to speak at a church in New Mexico.

Amir was an Israeli who converted to Christ when he realized that Jesus was the Messiah. Amir knew that it was necessary to reach out to Gentiles all over the world, in order to help them better understand what the LXX made it hard for them to understand. The LXX was a good translation, but a translation can only give one the basics of God's knowledge: so, Amir was given a message by the Lord to travel to many Gentile nations to help them with the finer details of Holy Writ that can only be grasped through the knowledge of Hebrew. Amir took his native knowledge of Hebrew and used it to help Gentiles understand the word of God in their native language. He knew God had used the LXX mightily to take the Hebrew Scriptures and place them into the hands of curious readers all over the globe.

Most of those people waiting to hear from Amir were already familiar with his accent and his imperfect English, even though he was understandable. Amir had become an internet sensation in church circles.

His message came just in time, because when the average person sat down to ask Amazon Alexa when the aliens were coming, the virtual assistant technology said, 'In 2024.' But what most people didn't know was that the term 'aliens' actually meant demons. And that is one of the reasons why Amir preached his messages, to let people know.

Many were wondering: How did Alexa know? Well, obviously, Alexa is programed by liberals, and liberals have sold their souls to the Devil, and that is why Satan has informed them of when his workers will arrive: but, that Deceiver can only know anything based on his knowledge of God, and all that Serpent can know about the Lord's future movements is based upon prophecy - and that Accuser knows the Bible better than any Christian, even though that Adversary mishandles Holy Writ constantly. But Lucifer mishandles it on purpose, in order to suck as many souls as he can into his own vortex.

Anyhow, when everyone settled into their seats at that church, Amir opened his mouth and said, 'What a wonderful opportunity to be with you all this evening. I've never been to this part of New Mexico. The only part I visited before in this state was the city called Raton, which I am told is located in Colfax County. But this time I landed in Albuquerque and I'm so glad. You know, it seems to all of us that our world has already reached its peak, and now it's on its way down and it's picking up speed. We see countries collapsing one after the other. We see governments that are unable to function. We see people that don't trust their government anymore. We see economies collapsing. We see civil unrest in so many parts of the world, and not all of this has to do with COVID. The things that went on in South Africa not long ago, had nothing to do with that. What is happening in Iran right now has to do with the oppression of the Arab minority in Iran, and they are uprising right now. We see wars in the rest of the Middle East. We see wars going on around the world. This world is on its way down, but we, the church, are still here. As long as we are here, there is a reason and we're here also for a season, and we need to occupy until we're out of here. So don't get caught up with all the bad things that are happening and get into a severe depression in your mind, as if this brutality going on around us is your final place in history. No, we have a much greater hope. This is not our home anymore, you know that. We have our heavenly citizenship. We are now ambassadors right here on behalf of Christ. We're here and when God is going to wage war on this world, the ambassadors will be called back to their home - just as a nation on earth normally calls its ambassadors back home before a war breaks out. So, I need you all to understand this coming Tribulation Period is not for us. I truly believe that we are living in the very end of time that was destined to come just before the Tribulation Period. As St John said, this is the last hour. And I also truly believe that the signs are all around us, but I also believe that we need to be very, very careful in how we divide the word of the Lord. We need to rightly divide the word of the living God, because we often see that all that is going on around us leads to sensationalism, and that leads to fear and anxiety, and also the wrong interpretation of the Scriptures. And unfortunately, that wrong interpretation causes quite a few people to walk away from the holy faith once delivered to the saints. And so the theme of this evening could be this: This Is Your Final Warning! Believe it or not, Christianity is now divided basically into 3 groups: 1) those who believe that the tribulation, also known as the Tribulation Period, is not even something that is going to happen; 2) those who believe that the tribulation is going to happen, and maybe even has already begun, and those who believe that say that the tribulation is for us, the church; 3) those who  believe that the Church will not go through the tribulation. The first 2 groups are wrong because the Bible is very clear about it. Now, of course we cannot say that right now everything is great. Our current nightmare began in December of 2019. That's why it's called COVID-19. Then of course we can clearly see that we're not out of it yet, for there have been different variants and different things popping up relating to it, and we still live under that big cloud. We see global lockdowns all around the world. Sometimes it's even not for the right reason. We see that there has been an estimated 4 million deaths around the world related to the covid religion. Most of them, by the way, have been in Brazil and in India. A lot of places got hit. Then there is weaponization and division in the Church. I've never seen the Church so divided in my entire life. I have never ever seen families so divided. I have never seen friends that are no longer talking to each other, as I see right now. The enemy, also known as Lucifer, has successfully breached the Church, our families and our friendships through COVID-19. We all know that in America, after May 25th, 2020, after the death of George Floyd, riots began all throughout US cities. And of course, those riots ended up spreading into different countries. It didn't stay only here in the US: the spirit of that rioting went to the UK and to other places around the world. And that nonsense continues. If that is not enough, Iran announced in 2021 the plan to enrich uranium to 60% purity. Now they want to up it to 90%. So we have a jihadi country that is weeks from becoming a nuclear country - weeks, not even months. If that's not enough, in 2021, Israel was attacked for nearly two weeks by the terrorists in Gaza, by Hamas and the Islamic Jihad with thousands upon thousands of rockets. 10% of their rockets fell on themselves, just so you know. As for the 90%, they were actually shot down by the Israeli system called the Iron Dome. There is the rumor that Hamas is angry with the God of Israel, because He diverts the rockets from hitting Israel.'
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If that is not enough
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The non-Christian Gentiles in the room started to get nervous as Amir continued preaching, saying, 'If that's not enough, Christianity continues to be the most persecuted faith in the world, even more so today. Hardly any Christians are left in Gaza today. Hardly any Christians are able to function the right way in countries such as Afghanistan and Iran, in Pakistan and other places. They are heavily persecuted, even in Indonesia, even in Malaysia. These are the largest Muslim countries on planet earth. And so we're watching our world falling apart, literally. Some ask: Has the tribulation begun? Maybe some will see that to be a legitimate question, because we see terrible things happening all around us. But is this exactly what Jesus meant when He explained what the tribulation is going to be all about and who the tribulation is going to be for? It's very interesting because people often mix the word 'troubles' with the word 'tribulations'. They often think that any big trouble can be a legitimate beginning of the tribulation. And that is, of course, not true. Trouble is a difficulty or a problem. Does anyone have no problems here? Does anyone here have no difficulties in life? Is there anyone perfect here? And this state of being problem-free and difficulty-free: Did you enjoy it before? Or were you always, since you were born, encountering difficulties and problems? You see? Not everything is tribulation. We must be very careful. There are wars and there are rumors
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