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Preface
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Every child dreams of discovering something extraordinary—something magical hidden in the ordinary world. For Max Mender, that “something” wasn’t a treasure chest, a mysterious map, or a talking pet. It was his backpack.

The moment it beeped, glowed, and whisked him through time, Max’s life changed forever. Suddenly he was leaping across centuries, outsmarting dinosaurs, helping knights with math, teaching penguins how to dance, and escaping the Time Police—all before lunchtime.

This book celebrates the curiosity, courage, and imagination inside every child. With humor, surprises, and a swirl of magic, The Time-Traveling Backpack invites readers to believe that adventure might be hiding in the most unexpected places... even in a zipper pocket.
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Chapter 1- The Backpack That Was Definitely Not Normal
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Max Mender had always thought that his backpack was the most nondescript thing in his room.

But one Monday morning, it beeped.

It then wiggled.

It tried to crawl away then.

Max poked it with a pencil.

BEEEEEP!

A glowing red button popped out labeled:

“DO NOT PRESS.”

So... obviously... Max pressed it.
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Chapter 2 — Max Is Sucked Into a Swirly Doom Tunnel
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The air fizzled.

The floor shook.

Max yelled something that sounded like the following:

“AAAH–WHO–WHAT–NO–STOP–MOOO!”

WHOOSH!

He shot through a blue tunnel full of sparkles, clocks, and a dancing toaster.
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Chapter 3 — Welcome to the Land of Giant, Hungry Dinosaurs
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Max crashed-landed face-first into a muddy footprint the size of a swimming pool.

A T-Rex roared so loud it almost shook off Max's eyebrows.

He tried hiding behind a shrub.

The shrub was the size of a toothpick.

“BACKPACK! HELP!!

The backpack glowed, hummed, and-

WHOOSH!

Off he went.
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Chapter 4 — The Knight With a Math Emergency
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Max landed in the middle of a castle courtyard right in front of a very shiny knight.

“Halt! Declare your purpose!”

“I... uh... fell out of a wormhole?”

“No matter!” said the knight. “Can you do math?”

Max blinked.

“Um... I got a B-minus once.

“Excellent! Our royal dragons need precise snack calculations!”

Max saved the day with multiplication.

The knight proclaimed him a Wizard of Numbers.
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