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“It’s frustrating,” my wife says as she looks up at me from her desk in our accounting office.  

“Frustrating?”  I put my cup of coffee down on the corner of her desk.  “What’s frustrating?”

Lexi sighs as she sits back in her chair and puts her hands into her lap.  Shaking her head and turning her bright blue eyes to look at me, she replies, “We’re sinking, Danny.  I don’t think that we can keep this up more than another three months.  The electric bill alone is over three hundred dollars and I’m going to have to pay it late.  We might have to forego paying ourselves this week.

“Seriously?”  I pull a chair over to her desk and have a seat beside her.  “I thought the new account with Mr. Beldin was going to help plug that hole.

My wife purses her lips together as she shakes her head.  “It might have helped if we hadn’t lost the grocery store account last week.  There’s no way to completely make up for that without having at least one more client on top of the Beldin account.  This fucking economy.”  I sigh as I watch the expression on Lexi’s face become even more dour.  The recession in our area has been growing worse since last year and in an unfortunate turn of events the grocery store account we had managed was pulled as they went into bankruptcy.  At one point they were paying our accounting firm more than a thousand dollars each month to help them keep up with their finances and to manage their employee paychecks.  They had been faithful and loyal clients for two years, but now that the bankruptcy court was in control, costs had to be trimmed.  Having accountants became a liability for them.

I reach over and take my wife’s hand into mine.  “I’m working on some leads, baby.  We just need a little time if you can give it to us.  Maybe we can move around some of the money we have in our other accounts.  You know, just temporarily.”

Lexi chuckles.  “You’re the accountant here, Danny.  You know better than I that you can’t just rob Peter to pay Paul here.  Those accounts have their own purposes and we can’t screw with them.  One of them is for paying our tax bill.”

“Yeah, I know, but maybe there’s something we can do there.  I’m sure we can get something going soon.  All we need is time.”

“We don’t have any fucking time, Danny!”  My wife raises her voice a little as she looks hard at me.  This is the same conversation we have been having for the last several months.  

“Honey, I’m sorry.”  I feel terrible that Lexi has this burden to bear in our business.  With a degree in business administration, she seemed to be the best fit for the office manager position.  She had done wonders in keeping us on budget and out of the red for as long as possible, but even she isn’t able to pull money out of thin air.  Our accounting firm is hemorrhaging money and the only way to fix the problem is to find enough money to stop the loss.  Otherwise, we are going to go under soon.

I reach over and lift my wife’s chin with my hand.  “Would you like to give me a quick blowjob?  That always seems to brighten the day for you.”  I allow a wry grin as I look into her eyes.

Lexi suddenly smiles and laughs.  “You mean it would brighten your mood,” she replies snarkily.  “I’m not sure that sucking you off would rank as a great mood lifter for me.”  We both laugh together as I take her into my arms.

“Still, you know you want to.  I have the tastiest jism in town.”

“Danny.”  Lexi pulls away from me as she giggles.  I love to see her smile the way she is right now.  If only I could keep that smile on her face all day long.  “Seriously, though,” my wife continues as she shakes her head again.  “We need a real solution to this problem.  I can’t stand the thought of losing everything.”

“Any ideas?” I ask.  “I mean, my idea was taking a risk and raiding our other accounts.  From the look in your eyes, I would say that you have something that you have been working on.”

She smiles uneasily before saying, “I know you hate the idea, but I really think we should hold a public dinner for our clients and their family and friends.  Maybe someone with them would want to sign on as a new client.”

I grimace.  This is an idea that Lexi proposed last week and I immediately shot it down.  To me, a dinner for our clients isn’t such a terrible idea by itself, but the thought that we might get business from it is a bit naive.  All we would likely end up doing is spending hundreds of dollars feeding people.  They would be grateful, I’m certain of that, but that gratefulness would probably not translate into any additional revenue for us.  

“That would be expensive,” I tell her.  “Way too expensive right now.”

“Maybe as much as two grand,” she replies.  “We would need to serve something like wine, and I don’t think our clientele would appreciate the cheap drug store version.”  Lexi smiles softly at me as she puts a hand on my knee.  Danny, I know it’s a risk.  We have the money in the operating expenses account to do this.”

“Barely,” I retort.  “Honey, we need that money.  We are making most of our bill payments from there now.”

“The dinner would work,” she continues.  “You know in your heart that I’m right.”

“It’s my head that says that it won’t,” I reply.  “As
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