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      	Born in Portland, Maine in 1947.


      	Notable works:


      	Carrie (1974), novel


      	The Shining (1977), novel


      	Misery (1987), novel

    


    Stephen King is an American author best known for his horror novels. Born in Portland, Maine in 1947, King was raised by his mother after the separation of his parents. From there, King spent his childhood between Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Stratford, Connecticut. In 1970, King graduated from the University of Maine with a B.A. in English, and married Tabitha Spruce the year after. It was over the next few years that King’s novel writing became recognised. Having published many short stories since 1967, King moved forward and sent his first full-length novel, Carrie, to a publication agency by the name of Doubleday & Co., which accepted the novel in 1973. This allowed King to leave his teaching career and write full-time. King continued with his writing career, writing The Shining (1977), The Stand (1978), and The Dead Zone (1979), along with many other novels.

  


  
    IT


    A COMING-OF-AGE HORROR STORY


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: King, S. (1986) IT. New York: Viking.


      	1st edition: 1986


      	Themes: horror, coming-of-age, friendship, trauma, loss of childhood innocence

    


    This story alternates between two different time periods, following a group of children as they face and deal with their fears and phobias in the form of an entity known as ‘It’. It takes the form of its victim’s fears in order to terrorise and torture them, and its main disguise as ‘Pennywise the Dancing Clown’ is used in order to draw its favoured prey of young children. It is known to show up every 27 years to feed off the fears of children. The two timelines are interwoven, showing the seven main characters battling It twice – once as children and once as adults. However, the terror induced in these characters as children has not disappeared, and so not all of them return to battle It one last time.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    THE DEATH OF GEORGIE AND LOSS OF INNOCENCE


    Six-year-old Georgie Denbrough ventures outside with a small paper boat for the first time in days after large bouts of rain. The relationship between Georgie and his older brother, Bill, is immediately portrayed as carefree and full of innocence. Following the boat along water-filled gutters, Georgie watches it travel down a drain and out of sight. Yellow eyes, followed by a voice, peek out of the drain at Georgie. A clown, who introduces himself as both Mr. Bob Gray and Pennywise the Dancing Clown, offers the child his paper boat, along with a balloon. But as soon as Georgie reaches for the items, Pennywise rips his arm off, leaving him to bleed to death. The first introduction to the horror that will terrorise Derry, Maine portrays the immediate loss of childhood innocence, thus setting up the impact it will have on further characters in the story.


    PARALLELS


    27 years later, in a parallel to Georgie’s death, Adrian Mellon, a young gay man, is attacked and thrown over a bridge by three teenagers in a homophobic assault. Earlier, Adrian and his boyfriend, Don, had made plans to leave Derry in the fall after Adrian finishes a book that he is currently writing. Adrian and Don initially cross paths with the teenagers after Adrian wins a hat at Derry’s Canal Days Festival. After one teenager – John ‘Webby’ Garton – threatens him, Adrian comments back, unafraid of the threat. It is not until that night when Webby and his two friends attack the couple. Brutally beating Adrian, the teenagers throw him into the canal under the bridge. Two reports of the incident include the appearance of Pennywise, with witnesses claiming that they saw the clown crush and bite into Adrian. The attackers are convicted, though none of them truly get punished due to either being minors or by submitting an appeal. This episode parallels Georgie’s death in several ways: firstly, through the appearance of a real carnival as a substitute for the imaginary carnival implied by Pennywise’s appearance as a clown, and secondly, through the winning of a paper hat that leads to Adrian’s eventual death in the same way that Georgie’s paper boat led him to his demise.


    THE LOSERS CLUB VS. THE WORLD


    The summer following Georgie’s death, a group of misfits – Ben Hanscom, Eddie Kaspbrak, Bill Denbrough, Richie Tozier, Stan Uris, and Beverly Marsh – come together, thus forming ‘The Losers Club’. Realising that each member has encountered It in various forms, the group connect It to a series of murders in Derry, and become determined to defeat it.


    The Losers continue to be terrorised by the sadistic town bully, Henry Bowers, and his gang. A fight between the two groups leaves Bowers defeated, but determined to get revenge on the Losers. After one member from the Losers, Eddie, ends up in hospital after being attacked by Bowers, and Beverly witnesses the death of one of the bullies, It sends a warning to the Losers: It is going to kill them.


    After another encounter with It, ending with the Losers injuring it, the Losers are now seen as a threat and the mind of Henry Bowers is controlled by the creature, leading to a chase in the sewers. However, seeing his two friends brutally murdered, Bowers is driven mad and further blamed for the town murders.


    A way to defeat It is discovered by Bill. The ‘Ritual of Chüd’ gives him access to the Macroverse (a dimension, or void, in between our own universe and others) and the creator of our universe, Maturin, an ancient turtle. The Ritual leads Bill into the mind of It, and he discovers its true form – the ‘Deadlights’. The final defeat of It sends it back to its slumber. The Losers finish this chapter by swearing a blood oath to find their way back to Derry, and each other, if It returns at some point in the future.


    ORIGINS


    The narration changes to the voice of It. The creature originated from a dimension in between our universe and that of others, seen as a void and known as the Macroverse. The creature gloats about its superiority to all life on Earth. The reasoning behind Its desire to prey on children is explained by the fact that children’s fears are much easier for It to depict in a physical form, as fear makes a person taste better, according to the creature.


    THE RETURN AND DEFEAT


    1984 brings about another series of child murders, alerting a now adult Mike Hanlon. Despite all going their separate ways, Mike reminds the former members of the Losers Club of their promise of returning to Derry should It make another appearance. Having left the horrors of their past behind, the group reluctantly return, bar one – Stan Uris. He is so terrified of what facing It again would bring that he slits his wrists in the bathtub.


    Determined to defeat It once and for all, the group explores Derry, encountering hallucinations, manifestations of It, and the actual lair of It. The Ritual of Chüd is once again performed by Bill and Richie, but end up leaving them lost within It. While trying to rescue them, Eddie battles It by spraying medicine in Its eye. However, It bites off Eddie’s arm, leaving him to bleed to death in its lair. It is discovered that the creature has laid eggs and so Ben stays behind to destroy them while Bill and Richie make their way towards the final conflict. It is Bill who finally kills It, and as the group come out of the sewers, they realise that the scars they have had since they were children have vanished. The ancient creature is finally dead, and it is all over.


    Gradually, the Losers begin to forget about the whole ordeal, Derry, and each other. Mike’s memories also fade, along with anything he had recorded or documented over the years. Each member of the group, once again, goes their separate ways.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    GEORGIE DENBROUGH


    Georgie is the first character readers meet within the novel. He is Bill’s younger brother, and both are quite close to and fond of the other. While playing with a paper boat given to him by Bill, Georgie meets It in the form of Pennywise the clown in 1957. However, he is then killed when Pennywise rips off his arm. This death sets up the sinister tone for the rest of the story, showing readers that not even the young and innocent are safe.


    A main theme within IT is portrayed immediately by this first death, namely loss of childhood innocence. It is further emphasised by the preceding scene in which Bill and Georgie are seen together in Bill’s room. Bill makes a paper boat for his younger brother, despite being ill in bed. Before leaving the house, he tells Georgie to be careful. This short scene augments the pathos of the death, and thus allows the book to strike fear into the reader’s heart. The contrast between the nonchalant atmosphere of this preceding scene and the horror and trauma of Georgie’s death acts as clear foreshadowing of further events, and the loss that each character goes through.


    BILL DENBROUGH


    Older brother to Georgie, Bill feels partially responsible for the murder of his brother, for he allowed him to go outside and play without supervision where the events happened. After these events, Bill’s parents begin to ignore and neglect him due to severe grief and the loss of their youngest child. Bill forms The Losers Club in June of 1958, along with six others. He is nicknamed ‘Stuttering Bill’ due to a speech impediment that he had throughout his childhood, which gets worse when he becomes upset, angry, or scared.


    His love for Georgie is incredibly strong, and the guilt that Bill feels over his death follows him throughout his entire life. He does not recognise his parents’ actions as abusive until in his later years when facing It the second time. Unlike his friends, Bill is driven to defeat It due to the personal impact the creature had on him and his family. The murder of his brother is what pushes him further, and despite It disguising itself as Georgie to taunt him, Bill does not let it stop him in his mission to kill the being once and for all. It is not until this moment that Bill finally realises that he is not to blame for the events in 1957.


    “‘He thrusts his fists against the posts and still insists he sees the ghosts!’ Bill thundered. He advanced on the George-thing. ‘You're no ghost! George knows I didn't mean for him to die! My folks were wrong! They took it out on me and that was wrong! Do you hear me?’” (p.1056)


    Bill is a brave and instinct-driven child, capable of bringing his friends together in times of trouble. His talent lies in writing, which he develops further and builds a career out of as an adult. While he can be reckless and impulsive, Bill is clever and quite mature, which may have grown out of the seriousness of the situations he has been put in. He is automatically seen as the leader of The Losers Club as a result of his optimism and valiant demeanour.


    BENJAMIN “BEN” HANSCOM


    Ben is a constant victim of the town bully, Henry Bowers, due to being obese for his age. This, however, changes as he matures, growing into a lean and considerably handsome man. Throughout his childhood, Ben was seen as shy and sensitive. He is also known as the smartest member of the group, frequently seen reading and in the local library. This trait proves valuable to the group of children when it comes to defeating the monster It.


    He encounters It at the start of 1958 while going home from school. The creature, disguised as Pennywise, advances on him with a floating balloon. Distracted by the logic behind the balloon being capable of floating in the wind, Ben does not realise that It is almost upon him until the creature has transformed into a mummy. Ben soon breaks out of his paralysis and runs home, escaping It this time.


    After Ben refuses to help Henry Bowers to cheat on a test, thus resulting in Henry failing, the bully attacks Ben, assisted by his friends. The situation escalates from taunts to serious danger when Henry pulls out a knife and promptly begins to carve his name into Ben’s stomach. It is when he hides from the bullies that Ben befriends Bill Denbrough and Eddie Kaspbrak.


    After Eddie, Bill, and Richie encounter It in a house on Neibolt Street, near some train yards, the Losers confront the creature again in the form of a werewolf. Before It has the chance to kill Bill, Ben stands in between them and attacks the creature. Ben is severely injured, but Beverly then shoots the creature, at which point It sees how much of a threat the Losers are, and therefore swears revenge.


    As a child, Ben developed a crush on Beverly Marsh, but it is not until he returns to Derry in 1985 that the two reconnect after the traumatic events of 1958. To calm himself down a bit about his fears of returning, Ben drinks heavily at a local bar before departing for his childhood town.


    BEVERLY “BEV" MARSH


    Beverly is the only girl in the Losers Club. As a child, she is sexually and verbally abused by her father, Alvin Marsh. This shapes her character considerably throughout the book, and she is depicted as one of the most logical and level-headed of the Losers. She is established as having a romantic crush on Bill Denbrough in her childhood, which is rekindled in adulthood when the adults reconnect in Derry to face It once again.


    Beverly encounters It whilst hiding from her father in the bathroom of her own house. She is alerted to Its presence when she hears children’s voices rising from the drain in the sink. She
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