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The Immigration Conundrum: Legal And Illegal, Intractable And Unstoppable, Win-Win Solutions

Immigration, both legal and illegal, are probably among the world's biggest and the seemingly intractable problems in the modern age.

There are great human tragedies and miseries caused by these problems worldwide. Just look at the Rohingya migrants in Bangladesh refugee camps and elsewhere in the world, and the many illegal migrants taking the perilous journeys to America, Europe and Australia. And then there are the many displaced and dispossessed people in the many squalid refugee camps in Africa, Middle East and South America.
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1. Love Or Hate
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The developed countries all over the world seem to have a terrible love-hate relationship with migrants. First of all, those developed countries need migrants to top up their ageing and declining population. Secondly, they need the skilled and unskilled labour to staff their factories, offices and many other services. Thirdly, they face populist backlash from a conservative segment of their people who despise and reject migrants for stealing their job, raising housing and other costs, and infiltrating and diluting their racial supremacy, dominance and purity. Fourthly, they fear losing their country from being swarmed by hordes of foreigners and aliens. Fifthly, they are suffering from a terrible disease known as xenophobia.

So, what is the world to do with this seemingly intractable problem? Is there no way out? Are conflicts and misery the unavoidable outcome?

Are we addressing this problem as a human problem that humanity as one has to address? Or are we treating It as turf wars, racial conflicts and the vicious and unrelenting fights for land and resources?
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2. Reasons To Migrate
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For the developing and underdeveloped countries, migration Is often a choice forced on many of their people because of conflicts, wars, poverty, hunger, starvation, disease, natural disasters, famine and joblessness. Many of them undertake perilous and deadly journeys to other countries and regions in search of shelter, livelihood, education, freedom, jobs and growth opportunities.

Is this a basic human right? Should they be denied the freedom to choose? Should developed countries see them as pests and impostors who want to steal their jobs? Should developed countries instead feel an obligation to help these disadvantaged people looking for a better life. Should this be considered a humanitarian issue that humanity needs to confront as one humanity. Or should the migrants be rejected, banned from entry, arrested, and repatriated immediately?
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3. History The Great Teacher
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From the long human evolutionary history, we know that migration is almost a human instinct in ensuring the survival and proliferation of humankind around the world.

It is also important to remember that historically, every country in the world was originally a migrant country.

And yet almost every country, not the least the greatest of all migrant countries of USA and Australia, are insisting that migrants are the cause of unwanted and unbearable problems.

But where would they be without their migrant forefathers? How did they deal with the issue of xenophobia in their family history?
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4. Disinformation
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Because the issue of legal and illegal immigration is such an emotive one, there have been a deluge of disinformation and misinformation in the mass media as well as social media.

The Western media see a lot of these problems through the lens of human right abuses. But curiously, they tend to neglect the human right abuses in their own backyard such as racial discrimination, poverty, ill health, inequality and gun violence.

On the other hand, the West are prone to make severe criticisms against human right abuses in other countries, and strongly condemn what they perceive as human right abuses in countries which are considered undemocratic and underdeveloped. They tend to present illegal immigration as a symptom of human right abuses and injustice in the source countries.

Unfortunately, such rhetoric tend to aggravate the problems instead of helping with finding the solution to the problems. They serve only to harden attitudes and do not make any real attempt to understand the root causes of the many issues involved. They tend to see things as black and white, and tend to exaggerate or distort the basic issues involved for publicity purpose, and do not look into how underdevelopment and poverty are at the heart of the many livelihood problems in developing countries.
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5. Misguided Human Rights Activists
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To many Western advocates and activists of human rights, even urgently needed reforms and public policies to change oppressive traditional culture and religious beliefs are considered human right abuses. They really are conflating the freedom of choice with yielding under duress to traditional cultural pressures so as to comply with traditional oppressive practices. They do not realise that oppressive traditional and religious cultures are the most potent and insidious form of human right abuses in many traditional societies.

Because of this misguided thinking, these Western human rights activists often align themselves with old oppressive traditional practices and object to absolutely necessary and long-overdue social reforms in developing countries. One might say that they are actually holding back progress in the developing countries because of their romantic illusion of traditional cultures. They are truly backing the wrong horse and even barking up the wrong tree.
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6. Politically Motivated Human Rights Advocates
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There are also many Western politicians who adopt the same stance of protecting traditional oppressive practices because they are politically motivated to do so. They see this as the easiest way to hinder progress in developing countries that are growing too fast as to becoming their rivals and to becoming security threats to their long-established dominance.
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7. Questions About Uyghur Genocide
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Why are so many Western countries so concerned about what they rhetorically called the genocide of Uyghur Muslim minorities in Xinjiang, China? Why do they condemned in the strongest terms what was described as illegal detention of one million Uyghurs in mass education camps in China that was said to be part of China's anti-terrorism measure?

Why are they so obsessed with the Uyghur issue and yet not too concerned about the plight of the Rohingya? Are they saying that there are one million Uyghurs in prison at any one time? Or are they saying that a total of one million Uyghurs had been imprisoned over time? Do they really know how many Uyghurs are in prison in China now?

Where is the objective evidence for genocide? Where is the indisputable evidence of massive abuse, mistreatment, torture and deaths as alleged by selected dissidents? How many untimely deaths have there been from this terrible "genocide"?

Where is the huge Uyghur refugee camp that is housing the many desperate Uyghurs fleeing from this "genocide"? Are there massive waves to Uyghur refugees to the West?

What is disinformation and what is not? What is the truth? Which is genocide and which is not?
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