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  Foreword



In this Book I have sought to explain myself doing that I think the Foreword to my Grandfathers memoir is appropriate.




Dedication




To the Miners of South Wales




First printed for the family in 1985, I remember my sister Suzanne typing early drafts which were sent back and forth from Oxfordshire to Talbot Green. My Cousin Russel mentioned one evening when we met for a drink in Clifton Village Bristol in summer 2022 that he had a copy of Grampy’s book. I read a chapter aloud later that evening, and was transported back to long evenings sat at the dining table with Nanny listening to the Television and Grampy and Dad chatting away with a glass of Worthington’s pale ale, from the ration still sent every month from the brewery.




Written 40 years ago now I wonder what Grampy would make of the present discontents.

I am sure he and those of his generation including my maternal grandfather Llewellyn Harrison would be horrified that having nuetralised the worse excesses of one “Owning Class” it would appear that the country is now in the grip of an Owning Class much worse than their forebears.




I thought I should re typeset and include Grampy’s memoir as part of the collection of the Going Direct Spring 2024 trilogy.





‘A thousand lie beneath the sky,

They rot beneath the sun,

And we who live shall not forgive

This deed your hand hath done!’

Baards of Wales. Janos Arany
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  BOOK I: ORIGINS - THE MINER’S TALE

  
  






Thursday Summary: Industrial Heritage and the Making of Consciousness

The story begins not with birth, but with the deep geological time of coal seams and the men who descended into darkness to bring light to the world above. Foster Lewis’s “The Miner’s Tale” serves as our foundational text, for it is in the mines of South Wales that we find the first formation of a consciousness that would later grapple with the abstract mechanisms of modern finance.

In the opening pages of Foster’s memoir, we encounter a world where value was tangible—coal hewn from rock, sweat crystallized into wages, community forged in the crucible of shared danger. The miners’ cooperative societies, their mutual aid associations, their understanding that individual survival depended on collective solidarity—these were the first lessons in alternative economics, taught not in university lecture halls but in the lamplight of underground chambers.

The biographical subject of our study inherits this tradition not through direct lineage but through cultural osmosis, through the stories that permeate the valleys and the songs that echo in the pubs. The transition from physical extraction to financial abstraction becomes the central tension of the intellectual journey we are tracing.

Poetic Companions: Blake’s Jerusalem and Morris’s Socialist Vision

William Blake’s “Jerusalem” provides our first poetic framework:

“And did those feet in ancient time

Walk upon England’s mountains green?

And was the holy Lamb of God

On England’s pleasant pastures seen?”

But Blake’s vision of England’s green and pleasant land stands in stark contrast to the industrial reality of the mining communities. The “dark Satanic Mills” are not metaphorical but literal—the pit heads and processing plants that transformed landscape and lives.

William Morris extends this vision into practical socialism, his “News from Nowhere” offering an alternative to industrial capitalism that resonates with the cooperative traditions of the mining communities. Morris’s understanding that true wealth lies in meaningful work and community bonds, not in the accumulation of abstract capital, becomes a guiding principle.

Biographical Arc: The Formation of Economic Consciousness

The young consciousness being formed in this environment learns several crucial lessons:


	The Labor Theory of Value: Value comes from human effort applied to natural resources

	Collective Solidarity: Individual welfare depends on community strength

	Suspicion of Abstraction: Real wealth is tangible, measurable, useful

	Cyclical Thinking: Boom and bust are natural rhythms, not aberrations




These lessons, learned not from books but from lived experience and inherited wisdom, become the foundation for later critiques of financial capitalism. When our subject encounters the abstractions of modern banking—derivatives, securitization, quantitative easing—the response is visceral: this is not real wealth but elaborate fiction.

The Legislators’ Assembly: Blake, Morris, and the Radical Tradition

Blake: “The imagination is not a state: it is the human existence itself. Your miners understood this—they imagined a world beyond the darkness of the pit, and in that imagination lay the seeds of revolution.”

Morris: “But imagination without action is mere fancy. The miners built their cooperatives, their societies, their unions. They understood that the change they sought had to be constructed, brick by brick, meeting by meeting, strike by strike.”

The Subject: “Yet we lost something in the transition from coal to credit. The miners could see their product, touch it, know its worth. How do we apply their wisdom to a world where wealth is numbers on screens?”

Blake: “By remembering that behind every abstraction lies a human reality. Every derivative represents someone’s home, someone’s labor, someone’s life. The task is to make visible the invisible.”

Morris: “And by building alternatives. The miners didn’t just critique the mine owners—they created their own institutions. What are the modern equivalents of their cooperatives and mutual aid societies?”

This dialogue establishes the central tension of our biography: how to apply the concrete wisdom of industrial solidarity to the abstract challenges of financial capitalism.








  
  2

  
  
  THEPLANTSMAN:PRECOGNITIVE POSTCARDS APrologue

  
  




A Prologue in Three Chapters

Being Postcards from a Journey to the Unknown, Written Before the Journey Began




PROLOGUE: THE TICKET PURCHASE

In Which One Realizes the Train Has Already Left the Station

I started writing this because I realized I was locked into a series of events for which I would be subject to the results, but over which I would neither be consulted nor considered¹. The realization was quite comforting, in the way that discovering you’re already falling can be comforting—at least the uncertainty is over².

We’re all precogs now³. Not in the Philip K. Dick sense of seeing the future, but in the more mundane sense of recognizing patterns that haven’t quite finished repeating themselves⁴. The postcards I’m writing are from a journey that began before I bought the ticket, to destinations that were selected before I knew I was traveling⁵.

This blog represents a purchase—mentally—for my ticket for the ride⁶. A journey I was determined to understand, enjoy, and share some postcards with myself and others who might be interested, having realized they too may be taking the same train⁷. As with all postcards, some are written more thoughtfully, others are scribbles just checking in or marking out places to revisit⁸.

The train, I’ve discovered, runs on a peculiar schedule⁹. It stops at stations that don’t appear on any official map: Artificial Scarcity Junction, Planned Obsolescence Central, and the sprawling terminus of Systematic Abundance Suppression¹⁰. The conductors speak in languages that sound like economics but mean something entirely different¹¹.
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  Chapter One: The Integral Compartment

  
  




In Which All Quadrants Lead to the Same Destination

The train car I found myself in was divided into four sections, each offering a different view of the same landscape¹². In the Upper-Right compartment, passengers observed behaviors and actions—the external manifestations of a system designed to extract maximum value from minimum input¹³. They watched governance structures and geopolitical power dynamics with the detached fascination of people watching a chess game played with living pieces¹⁴.

The Upper-Left section housed those who focused on internal experiences and interpretations¹⁵. These passengers discussed ideologies and beliefs with the intensity of people who had discovered that their personal perspectives were not, in fact, personal¹⁶. They spoke of cultural programming and manufactured consent with the wonder of archaeologists discovering that their civilization had been built on someone else’s foundations¹⁷.

In the Lower-Right compartment, systems analysts mapped the external collective structures¹⁸. They traced the flow of capital, resources, and decision-making power through networks that resembled circulatory systems designed by someone who had never studied biology¹⁹. Global governance regimes, economic systems, and geopolitical power structures were dissected with the precision of surgeons operating on patients they suspected were already dead²⁰.

The Lower-Left section contained the most unsettled passengers²¹. These were the ones who studied collective internal experiences—the shared psychology of societies that had been convinced to participate in their own systematic disadvantage²². They spoke of cultural history as if it were a crime scene, and collective psychology as if it were a form of mass hypnosis that had been so successful that even the hypnotists had forgotten they were performing it²³.

What struck me most was how all four perspectives, despite their different vantage points, kept arriving at the same conclusion²⁴. The train was not taking us where we thought we were going²⁵. The destination had been predetermined by people who were not on the train²⁶. And the ticket we thought we had purchased was actually a subscription to a service we had never agreed to use²⁷.
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In Which Signs Point in All Directions Except the Right One

The train’s communication system operated on principles that would have fascinated Ferdinand de Saussure, had he lived to see language weaponized against meaning²⁸. Every announcement contained signifiers that had been systematically divorced from their signifieds²⁹. “Sustainable development” meant unsustainable extraction³⁰. “Global governance” meant local disenfranchisement³¹. “Economic growth” meant systematic wealth transfer³².

The conductors had mastered what I began to think of as “inverse semiotics”³³—the art of using words to mean their opposites while maintaining plausible deniability about the reversal³⁴. They spoke of “multipolarity” while describing systems that concentrated power in fewer hands³⁵. They promoted “autonomy” through mechanisms that increased dependency³⁶. They advocated for “more nations having a say” in processes designed to ensure that saying and doing remained entirely separate activities³⁷.

The most sophisticated passengers had learned to decode these linguistic inversions³⁸. They understood that when officials spoke of “breaking regions into more autonomous supply chains,” they meant creating more points of control and vulnerability³⁹. When “behavioral psychology” was mentioned in policy documents, they knew that manipulation was being rebranded as science⁴⁰. When “sustainable development goals” were promoted, they recognized the creation of human settlements that would be sustainable for everyone except the humans settled in them⁴¹.

But even the decoders faced a problem⁴². The system had evolved beyond simple linguistic inversion⁴³. It now operated on multiple levels of meaning simultaneously, creating what semioticians might call “quantum signification”⁴⁴—words that meant different things depending on who was observing them and from what position⁴⁵.

The train’s destination board exemplified this phenomenon⁴⁶. It displayed “Prosperity Station” to passengers in first class, “Sustainability Central” to those in second class, and “Compliance Terminal” to those in third class⁴⁷. All three displays showed the same arrival time, but only the third one was accurate⁴⁸.
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In Which Interpretation Becomes the Only Reality

The train itself, I realized, was powered by interpretation⁴⁹. Not coal, not electricity, not even the renewable energy sources promoted in the passenger brochures⁵⁰. It ran on the collective human capacity to find meaning in meaninglessness, to discover patterns in chaos, and to maintain hope in the face of systematically manufactured despair⁵¹.

The engine room contained what the chief engineer called “the hermeneutic apparatus”⁵²—a complex system for converting human interpretive energy into locomotive power⁵³. Every time a passenger tried to understand what was happening, their mental effort was captured and converted into forward momentum⁵⁴. The more confused people became, the faster the train traveled⁵⁵.

This explained why the journey had become so accelerated in recent years⁵⁶. The multiplication of interpretive frameworks—integral, semiotic, economic, political, spiritual, technological—had created an abundance of hermeneutic fuel⁵⁷. People were working harder than ever to understand their situation, and their efforts were being harvested to power the very systems that kept them confused⁵⁸.

The most efficient fuel came from what the engineers called “interpretive loops”⁵⁹—situations where people’s attempts to understand their circumstances actually prevented them from changing those circumstances⁶⁰. Academic analysis that led to no action⁶¹. Political discourse that generated heat but no light⁶². Spiritual practices that provided inner peace while external conditions deteriorated⁶³. Economic theories that explained why things had to be the way they were⁶⁴.

But I had begun to suspect that the hermeneutic engine had a design flaw⁶⁵. It required people to keep trying to understand, which meant it depended on hope⁶⁶. And hope, as any student of human nature knows, is remarkably persistent⁶⁷. Even when systematically disappointed, it tends to regenerate itself⁶⁸.

The question was whether this regenerative capacity could be harnessed for something other than locomotive power⁶⁹. Whether the same interpretive energy that powered the train toward predetermined destinations could be redirected toward destinations of our own choosing⁷⁰.

The postcards I was writing were an experiment in this possibility⁷¹. Each one was a small act of interpretive rebellion⁷²—an attempt to use the hermeneutic apparatus for navigation rather than propulsion⁷³. To read the landscape we were passing through rather than simply being transported across it⁷⁴.
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As I write this, the train is approaching two stations that don’t appear on any official schedule⁷⁵. The first is called “Conquest of Dough”⁷⁶—a place where the ancient human struggle for daily bread has been transformed into a complex financial instrument⁷⁷. The second is “The Clockwork Forest”⁷⁸—a destination where natural systems have been replaced by mechanical ones that simulate nature while extracting value from the simulation⁷⁹.

These stations represent the culmination of the journey I began documenting⁸⁰. They are places where the patterns I’ve been observing reach their logical conclusion⁸¹. Where the interpretive energy that powers our confusion finally encounters the reality it has been working so hard to avoid understanding⁸².

The postcards that follow will be written from these stations⁸³. They will describe what it looks like when human systems become so sophisticated at extracting value that they begin to extract the conditions necessary for their own existence⁸⁴. When the hermeneutic engine becomes so efficient at converting understanding into power that it eliminates the human capacity for understanding⁸⁵.

But they will also describe what happens when people stop trying to understand the system and start trying to understand each other⁸⁶. When interpretive energy is redirected from analysis to action⁸⁷. When the postcards stop being descriptions of where we’ve been and become invitations to where we might go⁸⁸.

The train is slowing down⁸⁹. The next station is approaching⁹⁰. Time to gather my postcards and prepare for whatever comes next⁹¹.
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Thursday Summary: Natural Abundance vs. Artificial Scarcity

The second movement of our intellectual biography begins with a moment of revelation disguised as a simple observation about fruit production. “The Strawberry Conspiracy” serves as both literal investigation into agricultural economics and metaphorical exploration of how abundance is artificially transformed into scarcity through financial manipulation.

The biographical subject encounters this paradox during a Devon holiday, where a roadside plaque reading “God gave us our family, thank God we can choose our friends” triggers a deeper reflection on the difference between natural gifts and social constructions. The strawberry fields of Devon, capable of producing far more fruit than the market will bear, become a symbol of how economic systems can create scarcity in the midst of plenty.

This awakening to the artificial nature of scarcity marks a crucial transition from accepting economic “laws” as natural phenomena to recognizing them as human constructions that can be challenged and changed.

Poetic Companions: Coleridge’s Nature Mysticism and Shelley’s Revolutionary Vision

Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s understanding of nature as an organic whole provides the philosophical framework for questioning artificial scarcity:

“In Xanadu did Kubla Khan

A stately pleasure-dome decree:

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran

Through caverns measureless to man

Down to a sunless sea.”

Coleridge’s vision of natural abundance—rivers running through measureless caverns—contrasts sharply with the constructed scarcity of economic systems. His concept of organic unity suggests that artificial divisions between abundance and scarcity are violations of natural law.

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s revolutionary idealism provides the political framework:

“Rise like Lions after slumber

In unvanquishable number—

Shake your chains to earth like dew

Which in sleep had fallen on you—

Ye are many—they are few.”

Shelley’s call to recognize the power of the many against the few becomes central to understanding how artificial scarcity is maintained by a small group of financial manipulators against the interests of the abundant many.

Biographical Arc: The Discovery of Economic Contradictions

The strawberry investigation reveals several key contradictions:


	Productive Capacity vs. Market Demand: The ability to produce exceeds what the market will purchase

	Natural Abundance vs. Financial Scarcity: Nature provides plenty, but financial systems create shortage

	Use Value vs. Exchange Value: The utility of goods differs from their market price

	Local Production vs. Global Markets: Local abundance is subordinated to global financial flows




These contradictions become the foundation for a broader critique of how financial capitalism distorts natural relationships between production and consumption, abundance and need.

The Devon Holiday Memory: Choosing Our Economic Family

The plaque’s message about choosing friends while accepting family becomes a metaphor for economic relationships. We inherit certain economic structures (family), but we can choose to build alternative relationships (friends) based on mutual aid and cooperation rather than competition and exploitation.

This insight leads to the recognition that economic systems are not natural laws but social choices—we can choose different ways of organizing production and distribution, just as we can choose our friends.

The Legislators’ Assembly: Shelley and Coleridge on Nature and Society

Coleridge: “The strawberry fields reveal what I called the ‘one Life within us and abroad’—the organic unity that connects all natural processes. Your economic systems violate this unity by creating artificial divisions between abundance and scarcity.”

Shelley: “But recognition of the violation is the first step toward revolution. When people see that scarcity is artificially created, they begin to question the authority of those who create it.”

The Subject: “Yet the mechanisms of artificial scarcity have become so complex, so abstract, that most people can’t see the connection between strawberry fields and financial derivatives.”

Coleridge: “This is where the imagination becomes crucial. Poetry, metaphor, symbol—these are the tools for making visible the invisible connections. The strawberry becomes a symbol that people can understand.”

Shelley: “And once they understand, they can act. The task is not just to critique the system but to envision and create alternatives. What would an economy based on natural abundance rather than artificial scarcity look like?”

This dialogue establishes the need for both analytical critique and imaginative vision in challenging economic orthodoxy.
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  BOOK III: EDUCATION - THE CONQUEST OF DOUGH

  
  






Thursday Summary: Monetary Systems and Economic Literacy

The third movement represents the systematic education phase of our intellectual biography. “The Conquest of Dough” serves as both pun and serious investigation into how money—dough—has been conquered by financial elites and how it might be reconquered by democratic forces.

This phase marks the transition from intuitive understanding of economic contradictions to systematic study of monetary theory. The biographical subject encounters the work of economists like Irving Fisher, Frederick Soddy, and contemporary monetary reformers, beginning to understand the technical mechanisms by which money is created and controlled.

The central revelation is that money is not a natural phenomenon but a social technology—and like all technologies, it can be designed to serve different purposes and different groups. The current monetary system serves financial elites; alternative systems could serve the common good.

Poetic Companions: Pound’s Economic Cantos and Graves’s Historical Perspective

Ezra Pound’s economic cantos provide both inspiration and warning. Pound’s understanding of usury as the root of economic evil resonates strongly:

“With usura hath no man a house of good stone

each block cut smooth and well fitting

that design might cover their face,

with usura

hath no man a painted paradise on his church wall”

Pound’s critique of usury—the charging of interest on money created from nothing—becomes central to understanding how the monetary system transfers wealth from productive workers to financial manipulators.

However, Pound’s descent into fascism serves as a warning about the dangers of monetary reform without democratic values. The challenge is to pursue monetary reform within a framework of social justice and democratic participation.

Robert Graves provides historical perspective through his understanding of myth and pattern:

“There is one story and one story only

That will prove worth your telling,

Whether as learned bard or gifted child”

Graves’s recognition that there is “one story”—the eternal struggle between creative and destructive forces—provides framework for understanding monetary reform as part of a larger historical pattern.

Biographical Arc: Economic Awakening and Credit Creation

The systematic study of monetary theory reveals several key insights:


	Money Creation: Most money is created by private banks as interest-bearing debt

	Debt Slavery: The monetary system creates permanent indebtedness

	Democratic Alternatives: Money could be created by public institutions for public benefit

	Historical Precedents: Alternative monetary systems have existed and succeeded




This knowledge transforms the biographical subject’s understanding from seeing economic problems as natural disasters to recognizing them as consequences of specific policy choices that could be changed.

The Technical Education: From Intuition to Analysis

The movement from intuitive understanding to technical knowledge represents a crucial development. The subject learns:


	How fractional reserve banking works

	The difference between money and currency

	The role of central banks in monetary policy

	Alternative proposals for monetary reform




This technical knowledge provides the tools for effective critique and the foundation for constructive alternatives.

The Legislators’ Assembly: Pound and Graves on Money and History

Pound: “You have grasped the essential point—that usury is the cancer at the heart of civilization. But beware of my mistakes. The enemy is not any particular group of people, but a system that corrupts all who participate in it.”

Graves: “Ezra speaks truly, but incompletely. The usury system is indeed ancient, but so is the resistance to it. Every generation must fight this battle anew, using the tools and understanding of their time.”

The Subject: “But how do we fight a system so complex that most people can’t understand it? How do we make monetary reform a popular cause?”

Pound: “Through clear exposition and vivid imagery. Make the abstract concrete. Show people how the system affects their daily lives—their mortgages, their jobs, their children’s futures.”

Graves: “And through stories. People understand narratives better than theories. Tell the story of how money was captured by private interests and how it can be reclaimed for the common good.”

This dialogue emphasizes the need to combine technical understanding with effective communication strategies.
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  BOOK IV: CONNECTIONS - THE JAMES BURKE INFLUENCE

  
  






Thursday Summary: Systems Thinking and Technological Connections

The fourth movement introduces a crucial influence: James Burke’s approach to understanding technological and social change through interconnected systems rather than isolated events. Burke’s “Connections” series provides a methodology for seeing how apparently unrelated developments combine to create major historical shifts.

This systems thinking becomes essential for understanding how monetary reform connects to broader questions of technology, democracy, and social organization. The biographical subject learns to trace the connections between seemingly separate phenomena—how changes in communication technology affect financial markets, how monetary policy influences political power, how technological innovation can either reinforce or challenge existing hierarchies.

Poetic Companions: Dylan Thomas’s Interconnected Vision

Dylan Thomas provides the poetic framework for understanding interconnection:

“The force that through the green fuse drives the flower

Drives my green age; that blasts the roots of trees

Is my destroyer.

And I am dumb to tell the crooked rose

My youth is bent by the same wintry fever.”

Thomas’s recognition that the same force drives both creation and destruction, growth and decay, provides insight into how technological and financial systems can serve both liberating and oppressive functions depending on how they are organized and controlled.

His vision of cosmic interconnection—where individual experience reflects universal patterns—offers a framework for understanding how personal economic struggles connect to larger systemic issues.

Biographical Arc: Learning to See Systemic Relationships

The Burke influence teaches several key lessons:


	Unintended Consequences: Technological changes often have effects far from their original purpose

	System Dynamics: Small changes in one part of a system can have large effects elsewhere

	Historical Patterns: Similar patterns repeat across different historical periods

	Technological Determinism vs. Social Choice: Technology creates possibilities, but social choices determine how they are used




This systems perspective transforms the approach to monetary reform from focusing on isolated policies to understanding how monetary systems connect to technology, politics, culture, and social organization.

The Web of Connections: Technology, Money, and Power

The systems analysis reveals crucial connections:


	How digital technology enables new forms of monetary control

	How communication networks can either centralize or decentralize power

	How financial innovation often serves existing elites rather than creating genuine progress

	How alternative technologies could enable more democratic monetary systems




The Legislators’ Assembly: Dylan Thomas on the Web of Existence

Dylan Thomas: “You are beginning to see what I saw—that everything is connected to everything else. The force that drives the financial markets is the same force that drives the flower, but it can be channeled toward creation or destruction.”

The Subject: “But how do we influence such vast, interconnected systems? Individual action seems insignificant against such complexity.”

Thomas: “Remember that you are part of the system, not separate from it. Every action ripples through the web of connections. The question is not whether you have influence, but what kind of influence you choose to exercise.”

James Burke (joining the dialogue): “Dylan is right about interconnection, but we must also understand the specific mechanisms of change. Systems change when key nodes are influenced, when new connections are made, when information flows in new directions.”

The Subject: “So the task is to identify the key nodes and create new connections?”

Burke: “Precisely. In monetary systems, the key nodes are often the points where money is created, where information is controlled, where decisions are made about credit allocation. Change those nodes, and you change the entire system.”

This dialogue establishes the strategic framework for effective intervention in complex systems.
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  BOOK V: MENTORSHIP - MEETING ROGER LEWIS & DAVID MALONE

  
  






Thursday Summary: Intellectual Friendship and Collaborative Thinking

The fifth movement marks a crucial transition from solitary study to collaborative engagement. The encounter with Roger Lewis and David Malone (Golem XIV) represents the discovery of intellectual community—others who share the same questions and commitment to understanding the deep structures of economic power.

This phase embodies the African proverb: “It takes a village to educate a child.” The biographical subject discovers that intellectual development requires not just individual study but engagement with a community of inquiry. The transition from family (inherited ideas) to friends (chosen intellectual companions) becomes a model for broader social transformation.

Poetic Companions: Pushkin on Friendship and Scottish Ballad Tradition

Alexander Pushkin’s understanding of friendship as a sacred bond provides the framework:

“My friends, our union is beautiful!

Like a soul, it is one and eternal—

Unshakeable, free, and carefree,

It grew up under the shadow of friendly sciences.”

Pushkin’s vision of friendship growing “under the shadow of friendly sciences” captures the essence of intellectual collaboration—how shared inquiry deepens both understanding and human connection.

The Scottish ballad tradition, particularly as preserved by Walter Scott, provides models of how communities preserve and transmit wisdom through storytelling and song. The ballads show how complex historical and economic relationships can be made comprehensible through narrative art.

Biographical Arc: Finding Intellectual Community

The encounter with Lewis and Malone reveals several crucial insights:


	Shared Questions: Others are asking the same fundamental questions about economic justice

	Complementary Skills: Different people bring different strengths to the inquiry

	Mutual Support: Intellectual work requires emotional and practical support

	Collective Wisdom: Understanding emerges through dialogue and collaboration




This discovery transforms the approach from individual critique to collaborative construction of alternatives.

The Golem XIV Influence: David Malone’s Analytical Framework

David Malone’s blog “Golem XIV” provides sophisticated analysis of financial markets and economic policy. His ability to combine technical understanding with moral clarity becomes a model for effective economic criticism.

Malone’s key contributions include:


	Detailed analysis of banking practices and their social consequences

	Clear explanation of complex financial instruments and their risks

	Moral framework for evaluating economic policies

	Strategic thinking about how to create change




Roger Lewis: The Practical Visionary

Roger Lewis brings a different perspective—the practical experience of someone who has worked within the system and understands both its power and its vulnerabilities. His contributions include:


	Real-world experience of financial markets and their effects

	Understanding of how abstract financial instruments affect real communities

	Vision of practical alternatives that could be implemented

	Commitment to making complex ideas accessible to broader audiences




The Legislators’ Assembly: Pushkin and Scott on Community and Tradition

Pushkin: “True friendship is rare and precious. You have found something valuable—companions who share your commitment to truth and justice. Treasure this, for such bonds are the foundation of all meaningful change.”

Walter Scott: “In the Scottish tradition, we understand that wisdom is preserved and transmitted through community. The ballads that preserve our history were not created by isolated individuals but by communities working together across generations.”

The Subject: “But how do we expand this community? How do we move from a small group of like-minded individuals to a broader movement for change?”

Scott: “Through stories. The ballads worked because they told stories that people could understand and remember. Your task is to find the stories that will help others understand what you have learned.”

Pushkin: “And through example. Live the values you espouse. Create the kinds of relationships and communities that embody your vision of economic justice. Others will be attracted to what they see working.”

This dialogue emphasizes the importance of both preserving wisdom through community and expanding that community through effective communication and exemplary practice.
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  BOOK VI: HOUSING CRISIS - TEN STEPS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

  
  






Thursday Summary: Practical Economics and Social Policy

The sixth movement represents the application of theoretical understanding to practical problems. “Ten Steps to Affordable Housing” embodies the transition from critique to construction, from understanding what is wrong to proposing what could be right.

The housing crisis serves as a perfect case study for how financial abstraction affects real human needs. Housing—the most basic requirement for human dignity and security—has been transformed into a financial commodity, creating artificial scarcity in the midst of abundant resources and technical capability.

This phase demonstrates how monetary reform connects to immediate, practical concerns that affect everyone’s daily life.

Poetic Companions: Morris’s “News from Nowhere” and Practical Utopian Vision

William Morris’s “News from Nowhere” provides the framework for imagining practical alternatives:

“How do you manage about the dwellings? It is clear from what we have seen that every family lives in a house of its own; but I am told that in the old times it was not so.”

Morris’s vision of abundant, beautiful housing available to all provides a model for thinking beyond current constraints. His understanding that scarcity is artificially created and that abundance is possible with different social organization becomes central to housing policy.

Morris’s practical socialism—his insistence that utopian visions must be grounded in concrete proposals for change—provides the methodology for developing the “Ten Steps.”

Biographical Arc: Applying Theory to Real-World Problems

The housing analysis reveals how abstract financial mechanisms create concrete human suffering:


	Financialization: Housing treated as investment commodity rather than human need

	Artificial Scarcity: Land and housing kept scarce to maintain high prices

	Debt Peonage: Mortgages that transfer wealth from homeowners to financial institutions

	Systemic Inequality: Housing system that reinforces and amplifies social divisions




The “Ten Steps” represent practical proposals for addressing these problems through monetary and policy reform.

The Ten Steps Framework: From Problem to Solution

The ten steps demonstrate how to move from analysis to action:


	Public Banking: Create public institutions to provide affordable housing finance

	Land Value Capture: Capture increases in land value for public benefit

	Community Land Trusts: Remove land from speculation while maintaining use rights

	Cooperative Housing: Develop models of shared ownership and mutual aid

	Public Construction: Direct public investment in housing production

	Rent Control: Regulate housing costs to ensure affordability

	Speculation Tax: Discourage treating housing as financial commodity

	Regional Planning: Coordinate housing with transportation and employment

	Green Building: Integrate environmental sustainability with social justice

	Democratic Participation: Ensure communities control their own development




The Legislators’ Assembly: William Morris on Practical Socialism

William Morris: “You have grasped the essential point—that critique without construction is merely complaint. The task is not just to understand what is wrong but to build what is right.”

The Subject: “But how do we overcome the political obstacles? The housing industry, the financial sector, the political establishment—they all benefit from the current system.”

Morris: “Remember that they are few and we are many. The current system works for a small minority at the expense of the vast majority. Our task is to help the majority understand their common interest and organize to achieve it.”

Rumpole of the Bailey (joining the dialogue): “Morris speaks of politics, but there are also legal questions. The current system is maintained by law—property law, banking law, planning law. Change the law, and you change the system.”

The Subject: “But who has the power to change the law?”

Rumpole: “In a democracy, ultimately the people do. But they must understand the law, organize to change it, and hold their representatives accountable. This requires both education and political action.”

This dialogue establishes the connection between practical policy proposals and broader strategies for democratic change.
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  BOOK VII: DIGITAL AGE - THE CONQUEST OF AI

  
  






Thursday Summary: Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Human Agency

The seventh movement confronts the challenges and opportunities of the digital age. “The Conquest of AI” explores how artificial intelligence and digital technologies could either reinforce existing patterns of economic domination or enable new forms of democratic participation and economic justice.

This phase represents the cutting edge of the intellectual journey—applying insights about monetary reform and economic democracy to the newest technological developments. The central question becomes: will AI serve to concentrate power further in the hands of tech oligarchs, or can it be harnessed for the common good?

Poetic Companions: Contemporary Tech-Critical Poetry

The digital age requires new poetic voices that can address technological challenges while maintaining connection to human values. Contemporary poets who grapple with technology’s impact on human experience provide the framework for understanding AI’s implications.

The challenge is to find poetry that neither uncritically celebrates technological progress nor reflexively rejects it, but instead explores how technology can serve human flourishing.

Biographical Arc: Confronting Digital Transformation

The encounter with AI reveals several key insights:


	Technological Determinism vs. Social Choice: AI development is not inevitable but reflects specific choices about priorities and values

	Concentration vs. Distribution: Current AI development concentrates power in few hands, but alternative models are possible

	Automation and Employment: AI could eliminate human labor or free humans for more meaningful work

	Surveillance vs. Privacy: AI enables unprecedented monitoring but also tools for protecting privacy

	Democratic Participation: AI could enhance or undermine democratic decision-making




The AI Paradox: Liberation or Domination?

The analysis reveals that AI, like money, is a technology that could serve different masters:


	Current Trajectory: AI developed by and for tech oligarchs, reinforcing existing inequalities

	Alternative Vision: AI as public utility, democratically controlled and serving common good

	Key Questions: Who controls AI development? Who benefits from AI productivity gains? How do we ensure AI serves human values?




The Legislators’ Assembly: Rumpole on Justice in the Digital Age

Rumpole of the Bailey: “The law, as I have always maintained, must serve justice, not power. In the digital age, this means ensuring that new technologies serve the common good, not just the interests of those who control them.”

The Subject: “But how do we apply traditional concepts of justice to technologies that didn’t exist when those concepts were developed?”

Rumpole: “The principles remain the same, even if their application must evolve. Justice requires that all people have equal dignity and opportunity. Any technology that undermines this principle must be regulated or restructured.”

William Blake (joining the dialogue): “Remember that every technology is an extension of human imagination. AI is not separate from us—it is us, externalized. The question is whether it expresses our highest aspirations or our basest impulses.”

The Subject: “So the development of AI is really a question about what kind of society we want to be?”

Blake: “Precisely. And that is why your work on monetary reform is so relevant to AI policy. Both involve questions about how we organize power, how we distribute benefits, how we ensure that technological capabilities serve human flourishing.”

This dialogue connects AI policy to broader questions of economic democracy and social justice.
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  BOOK VIII: SYNTHESIS - CIRCLE OF BLAME CHRONICLES

  
  






Thursday Summary: Systemic Analysis and Mutual Aid

The eighth and final movement represents the synthesis of all previous insights into a comprehensive worldview. “Circle of Blame Chronicles” provides the framework for understanding how various forms of oppression and exploitation interconnect and reinforce each other—and how resistance movements can break these cycles through mutual aid and cooperative action.

This phase moves beyond critique to envision and begin constructing alternative systems based on cooperation rather than competition, mutual aid rather than exploitation, abundance rather than artificial scarcity.

Poetic Companions: Full Pantheon in Synthesis

All the previous poetic voices come together in this final movement, their insights combining to create a comprehensive vision:


	Blake’s visionary imagination

	Morris’s practical socialism

	Shelley’s revolutionary idealism

	Coleridge’s organic thinking

	Pound’s economic analysis (purged of its toxic elements)

	Graves’s historical perspective

	Thomas’s interconnected vision

	Pushkin’s understanding of friendship and community

	Scott’s preservation of wisdom through narrative




Biographical Arc: Mature Worldview Formation

The final synthesis reveals several key insights:


	Systemic Integration: All forms of oppression are interconnected and mutually reinforcing

	Holistic Solutions: Effective change requires addressing multiple systems simultaneously

	Prefigurative Politics: Alternative systems must be built, not just advocated

	Community-Centered Approach: Change happens through building community and mutual aid

	Long-term Vision: Transformation is a generational project requiring sustained commitment




The Circle of Blame: How Oppression Perpetuates Itself

The analysis reveals how various systems of oppression create circular patterns:


	Economic inequality creates political powerlessness

	Political powerlessness enables further economic exploitation

	Social divisions prevent unified resistance

	Cultural narratives justify and normalize oppression

	Technological systems reinforce existing power structures




Breaking the Circle: Mutual Aid and Cooperative Alternatives

The chronicles also reveal how these circles can be broken:


	Mutual Aid Networks: Direct support that builds community solidarity

	Cooperative Economics: Business models based on shared ownership and democratic control

	Alternative Media: Communication systems that serve community rather than corporate interests

	Participatory Democracy: Political systems that enable genuine popular participation

	Appropriate Technology: Tools designed to serve human needs rather than corporate profits




Challenge Dialogue: Curtis Yarvin and Boris Johnson’s Father

The final dialogue includes challenge voices that represent alternative perspectives:

Curtis Yarvin: “Your vision of democratic cooperation is naive. Human societies naturally organize into hierarchies. The question is not whether there will be elites, but whether they will be competent and responsible.”

Boris Johnson’s Father: “There is wisdom in traditional institutions and established ways of doing things. Revolutionary change often creates more problems than it solves.”

The Subject: “I don’t reject the need for organization and leadership. But I insist that power must be accountable to those it affects. And I believe that cooperation can be more effective than domination.”

William Blake: “The question is not whether there will be hierarchy, but whether it serves human flourishing or human degradation. Power that serves love and creativity is different from power that serves fear and control.”

William Morris: “And the test of any system is whether it enables all people to develop their full potential. Systems that require some to be degraded so others can flourish are ultimately unstable and unjust.”

The Legislators’ Assembly: Final Debate on Future Directions

The Full Pantheon (speaking in chorus): “You have learned what we each had to teach. Now the question is what you will do with this knowledge.”

The Subject: “I see the connections between all the issues we’ve discussed—monetary reform, housing justice, technological democracy, community building. But how do we create change at the scale and speed that’s needed?”

Blake: “Through imagination made manifest. Envision the world you want to see, then begin building it.”

Morris: “Through practical work. Start where you are, with what you have, in community with others who share your vision.”

Shelley: “Through revolutionary patience. Change happens through sustained effort over time, not through dramatic gestures.”

Coleridge: “Through organic growth. Let your work develop naturally, responding to conditions and opportunities as they arise.”

The Subject: “And if we face opposition, discouragement, setbacks?”

All the Legislators: “Remember that you are part of a long tradition of those who have worked for justice. You are not alone. The work continues.”
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  COMPANION EDITION: THE POETRY LEGISLATORS

  
  






Original Poems by the Biographical Subject

Throughout the intellectual journey documented in these eight books, the biographical subject has created original poetry that reflects and deepens the insights gained through study and experience. These poems serve as both personal expression and public communication, making abstract economic concepts accessible through metaphor and imagery.

Selected Original Poems:

“The Miner’s Lamp” In memory of Foster Lewis and all who descended

Deep in the earth where coal seams run Like ancient rivers turned to stone, The miner’s lamp cuts through the dark To light the way back home.

But now the pits are closed and sealed, The headframes torn away, And different kinds of darkness fall On valleys where we stay.

The bankers mine our future now With ledgers for their picks, They tunnel through our hopes and dreams With mathematical tricks.

Yet still the miner’s lamp burns bright In hearts that understand: True wealth comes from the work we do With head and heart and hand.

“Strawberry Fields Forever” After the Devon revelation

In Devon fields the strawberries grow Red jewels in the summer sun, More fruit than markets will allow, More sweetness than can be sold.

The farmers plow them under now, These gifts of earth and rain, While children in the cities cry For tastes they can’t obtain.

This is the logic of our world: Abundance turned to lack, The plenty that the earth provides Held hostage by the few.

But strawberry fields remember What economists forget: That nature gives without a price






Influential Selections: Key Poems That Shaped Thinking
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