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Dedication

I dedicate this book to my lovely wife, Martha. Thank you, sweetheart, for fifty wonderful years. You remain the most unselfish person I have ever met. I am forever indebted to you for all you have done for the Lord and our family. You are absolutely amazing!
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Foreword

I remain confident of this:
 I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

PSALM 27:13

When Steve asked me to write a foreword for this book, I found myself humbly stunned and honored. Steve is a man I call my friend. He is a seasoned minister and author whom I met years ago in Minneapolis, Minnesota, doing urban mission work.

Over the years, Steve’s books have been so timely. He is a person who follows God and is filled with the Holy Spirit. Once again, with his new book In the Light of His Goodness, he has a timely message and study. You may find yourself referring to its pages more than once.

Steve writes about a variety of topics, yet it all comes home to the light of His goodness, the essence of God, His very nature, and a holy, loving, and good God.

This message will help you build a stronger foundation in your life. It will bring life, correction, direction, and confirmation. I believe, as you read this book, you will receive a fresh challenge in growing deeper in your journey.

I am someone who, when I read something that resonates with me, highlights it; I suggest you have highlighting pens available!

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

Mark Johnson

Forerunner Ministries

Minneapolis, MN


Introduction

I grew up in Minnesota, but I lived in California for a few years back in the ’70s. While working in Ventura, I experienced my first earthquake. The firm ground I stood on, suddenly, was anything but stable. I found myself shifting and sliding erratically. I didn’t know how long it would last and how intense it would become. I felt like I was in a fun house at a carnival, except it wasn’t a harmless thrill.

There is another shaking that is not confined to those living in a fault zone. It is a geopolitical earthquake that is becoming increasingly perilous. All nations, governments, and institutions are being shaken. It seems the world is having a nervous breakdown.

There is also a shaking going on in the Church. This can be unsettling for those who have enjoyed God’s blessings for years. We may blame it on the devil, but the Bible is clear that God will shake us when we become too attached to the things of this world.


See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”

HEBREWS 12:25-26



Throughout most of my preteen years, I lived in a barn that had been converted into a house. We didn’t have an inside toilet for much of that time. Fortunately, my dad and grandfather started a snowmobile company that changed everything. It was exciting to be a part of the growth of that industry. I loved riding the various snowmobiles that they had developed. We still faced some challenges and struggles as a family, but the company continued to improve and grow. And so did our personal lives.

Soon, we were able to move from our barn house to a lakeside lot. The lot Dad purchased was large and picturesque. Not long after, a house he designed was built. We were so excited to move in. I remember the living room of the new house was larger than the total ground floor of our old house!

There was just one problem: the lot was slightly higher than the water level of the lake. As a result, the ground was not as firm as the higher lots around us. Soon, we started noticing the gaps in the bricks of the fireplace and some of the windows were not closing as smoothly as they once did.

Over time, we knew the house would continue to settle and become an increasing problem. It was a costly oversight. Our remedy was to move the house to a vacant lot two blocks away and start over. This time, numerous pilons were strategically placed to support the weight of a future home. These pilons were driven down to the stable bedrock beneath. Bedrock is the solid rock layer beneath loose surface materials, and it’s crucial as a stable foundation in construction. It was a long, expensive process, but it was the only way to go. With the connection to bedrock, a new, larger home was built that my parents enjoyed for many years, because it had the most important feature any home can have, a firm foundation.

The Sermon on the Mount is probably the greatest ever preached. Ironically, Jesus concluded this timeless message by sharing a simple parable. Do you recall what it was about? The parable told the importance of having a firm foundation. Why? So we can survive the storms that are shaking what we have built.


Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.

MATTHEW 7:24-27



In the Light of His Goodness was written to help you build a stronger spiritual foundation. I would suggest one chapter per day, or one chapter per week if you meet in a group. As you plumb the depths of His heart, you will discover a foundation that is the most solid bedrock anyone could build their life upon. God bless you and may all His dreams and plans for you be realized!
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Day One

A Sacred Quest

For what higher, more exalted, and more compelling goal can there be than to know God?

J.I. PACKER

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

JOHN 17:3

I have had several goals in my life, and on March 6, 2026, Martha and I celebrated our fiftieth wedding anniversary. It is no small thing to say that remaining married for fifty years and wanting to celebrate it is an accomplishment. And it goes without saying that this goal isn’t accomplished overnight. There have been a lot of sacrifices and struggles along the way. But also, incredibly joyful times—like the births of our daughter Molly and our son Dan. Now they have families of their own, which brings another generation of family members that are so special.

It is hard for me to wrap my head around the passage of time. I still have vivid memories of meeting Martha, and our early times together. Back in 1976, when we were engaged, I remember taking her home after a date. As I was driving, I noticed she was sitting silently, just looking at me. I felt uncomfortable, so I asked her what she was doing, and I’ll never forget her response. She replied, “I’m just looking at the man whom I am going to spend the rest of my life with. I want to get to know him as much as possible.”

True to her words, Martha has been committed to me for over fifty years. As a result, she knows me better than anyone else in the world. She can finish my sentences. She knows how I think. She understands me better than anyone except God.

Tragically, most Christians do not have this type of intimate relationship with God. Rather than marriage, it is more like an employee working for a tough boss. The employee may stay not because they love their job (or their boss) but because they need the money. It is a contractual arrangement rather than a covenant of love. One in which we agree to obey God’s commands (kind of), and He agrees to give us eternal life in heaven and maybe some cool stuff while we are here on earth. So sad.

I don’t believe this was ever God’s intention when He created humans. Selfishness disrupted His original plan, but all was not lost. God provided the means to restore our broken relationship and restore this magnificent journey in knowing Him and His Kingdom. As I think back on my life with God and how I view my relationship with Him, to borrow Martha’s words, “I’m just looking at the God whom I am going to spend the rest of my life with. I want to get to know Him as much as possible.”

One of the most descriptive passages on how we should “look at God as much as possible” is found in Hebrews 12. The writer is describing a foot race that is viewed by a huge crowd of enthusiastic observers. The writer tells us the physical and mental position these runners must have: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith . . .” (vs. 1-2).

When we slow down long enough, we quickly observe that an obvious way to get to know God is by focusing more of our attention on Him. Many people struggle in their faith because they only acknowledge God, but they don’t seek to know His thoughts and feelings. They don’t know what makes Him laugh or cry. Happy or sad. Jubilant or angry. To achieve that requires more careful observation and study. It takes abiding. And it takes time.

I believe it should be a lifelong goal to observe and learn who God is. After all, we are called to be His bride.

The Thrill of Pursuit

When I was in grade school, I remember being a part of a church-sponsored scavenger hunt during the late fall. With adults driving and guiding the way, we picked up clues and directions throughout the rural parts of our county. We ended up at the farm of one of the church elders, who took us on a horse-drawn hayride. I remember the smell of dry hay, the warm comfort of blankets around me, and the strong, faithful horse pulling the wagon. It was memorable because I was with trusted friends on an exciting adventure in an unfamiliar place at night.

Life can be like a scavenger hunt. It can be beautiful but mysterious, comforting but uncertain. It is not for the faint of heart. Our search for meaning and purpose can bring us to strange places in the dark. It is best to work with others whom you trust. It will take courage, discipline, and perseverance. God is not only aware of our quest, but He is guiding us, often imperceptibly, to our appointed destination.

After God’s Heart

A quick question: Who bestowed upon David the title “a man after God’s own heart”? Was it a member of David’s family? Was it an Old Testament prophet? Was it one of Israel’s kings? No, it was God. “I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do” (Acts 13:22).

Notice the Bible didn’t say that David was “a man after God’s promises” or “a man after God’s blessings.” No, God said it because David not only gave God his life, but he made it his goal to know God’s heart. That was the difference between David and others. He sought to know God’s desires and intentions. Not just for his sake, but for God
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