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    GRAHAM GREENE


    ENGLISH WRITER


    
      	Born in Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire (United Kingdom) in 1904.


      	Died in Vevey (Switzerland) in 1991.


      	Notable works:


      	Brighton Rock (1938), novel


      	The Power and the Glory (1940), novel


      	Our Man in Havana (1958), novel

    


    Graham Greene was one of the most revered English novelists of the 20th century. He was known for his expert blending of plot and weighty ideas, writing novels that were both exciting to read and thoroughly literary. Fascinated by political intrigue and the international order, Greene travelled widely, and set his novels all over the world, from Mexico and Cuba, to South Vietnam and Sierra Leone. Greene was a convert to Catholicism, and this religious sensibility infuses many of his texts, particularly The Power and the Glory and Brighton Rock. Greene was also a lifelong devotee of the movies, and spent years writing film reviews for The Spectator. He also wrote film treatments and screenplays, including one for Carol Reed’s acclaimed film, The Third Man (1949) featuring Orson Welles (American actor and director, 1915-1985).

  


  
    THE END OF THE AFFAIR


    GREENE’S TRAGIC AND MYSTICAL TALE OF LOVE IN WAR-TIME LONDON


    
      	Genre: drama


      	Reference edition: Greene, G. (1951) The End of the Affair. London: William Heinemann Ltd.


      	1st edition: 1951


      	Themes: love, jealousy, faith, Catholicism, the Blitz

    


    The End of the Affair was Graham Greene’s 14th novel and was first published in 1951. Since then there have been two film adaptations: Edward Dmytryk’s (American film director, 1908-1999) in 1955 and Neil Jordan’s (Irish writer and film director, born in 1950) in 1999, as well as numerous plays and one opera.


    The novel’s plot traces the love affair between Maurice Bendrix, a successful novelist, and Sarah, the frustrated wife of a civil servant. We find them in 1946, a year and a half since Sarah has ended their relationship. The war has also finished, and the pair seem to have moved on with their lives. But a chance meeting with Sarah’s husband Henry reawakens old passions in Bendrix. Certain that Sarah has taken a new lover, and that he has been replaced, Bendrix pulls restlessly at the twine of his jealousy, employing a private detective to spy on his former mistress. The results of his renewed attentions are as tragic as they are unexpected. In The End of the Affair, Graham Greene constructs a love triangle truly like no other in fiction, and evokes an unforgettable sense of time and place – of a London lost in the mists of the 1940s. It was widely held that Greene’s own affair with Lady Catherine Walston (1916-1978) furnished inspiration for the novel (it is dedicated “To C.”). The End of the Affair has nonetheless outlived the whiff of scandal and proved itself a classic of English literature.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    BOOK ONE


    While out walking one rainy night, Bendrix bumps into Henry Miles, who lives on the other side of the Common, and the two go for a drink together. They used to see a lot of each other – or rather, Bendrix used to see a lot of Henry’s wife Sarah, until June 1944 when their affair ended. We gather that they all came to know each other because Bendrix was writing a story about a senior civil servant and was in need of inspiration. After a drink it becomes clear that Henry is worried about something, and the pair go back to his house for another whiskey. Henry reveals that he fears Sarah is having an affair, and he has acquired the address of a private detective. Perversely, Bendrix encourages Henry’s jealousy – even offering to visit the detective himself, to save Henry the embarrassment. Henry shrugs off the idea however and resolves to leave it.


    After his evening with Henry, Bendrix finds himself consumed by old jealousy, and having memorised the address of the detective agency, decides to employ one anyway on his own behalf.


    Arriving back from the agency, Bendrix receives a telephone call from Sarah inviting him to lunch the next day. Bendrix books a table at Rule’s, which is where they used to go when they were lovers. On the way there they pass the spot on the pavement where they shared their first kiss. Sarah has a bad cough and lunch is stilted. Meanwhile, Bendrix notices a man with a small boy watching them from across the room. After eating, a possible opportunity to kiss goodbye is interrupted by Sarah’s cough, and Bendrix departs in low spirits.


    Later that evening the detective, Mr Parkis, comes to call on Bendrix. Parkis, who works in the field with his young son, has witnessed the events of the day, and crucially has mistaken Bendrix for the new suitor. Bendrix puts him right, and Parkis is deeply embarrassed by his mistake.


    Bendrix thinks back over the beginning of the affair. A week after their first kiss outside the restaurant, he and Sarah had gone to a film and then taken a room beside Paddington. It was there they realised they were falling in love.


    BOOK TWO


    Bendrix recalls another occasion during “those first months of war” (p. 52) when he and Sarah had made love on her living room floor, with Henry just upstairs.


    Meanwhile in the present day, Parkis sends Bendrix a weekly report including a small scrap of what seems to be a love note to the unknown suitor. This fuels Bendrix’s jealous passion, and he remembers the arguments they used to have about jealousy during the war. After one such argument, he stormed off with the intention of paying for sex in town, but when the time came he could not go through with it.


    Parkis’ next report describes visits made by Sarah to No.16, Cedar Road. With this information, Bendrix now feels confident in his findings. He invites Henry to lunch with him at his club and offers him up his supposed evidence. Henry is furious at Bendrix’s presumptuousness, and after throwing the reports in the fire, he storms out. Bendrix pursues him, and finds Henry sitting on a bench in the Victoria Gardens, his face wet with tears. Henry asks Bendrix if he and Sarah used to be lovers, and Bendrix confesses, blaming Henry’s own naïve ignorance.


    Bendrix thinks back over the last time he and Sarah saw each other as lovers. It was June 1944, and the first night of the German V1 rockets. Bendrix was just going downstairs when a rocket hit, bringing the front door down on top of him. After coming to, he went back upstairs to find Sarah crouching by the bed, apparently in fear. After washing his face, she went home. She did not call all week; Bendrix finally wrote her a letter and received no reply. The two would not come face to face for nearly two years.


    Feeding his jealous fascination, Bendrix decides to visit the address at Cedar Road – hoping to catch a glimpse of Sarah’s new lover. He borrows Parkis’ son, and the two gain entry to the house on the pretext that the young boy is feeling unwell. Once inside, Bendrix meets Richard Smythe: a rationalist preacher with a distinctive red birthmark on his cheek – a mark so eye-catching and unappealing that Bendrix cannot begin to fathom Sarah’s attraction to him. Richard tries to engage Bendrix in rationalist discussion, but Bendrix assures him that he is already an atheist.


    Soon after this, Parkis manages to obtain Sarah’s diary, which covers the years 1944 through to 1946, and brings it to Bendrix, who begins to read it.


    BOOK THREE


    Book Three is entirely made up of Sarah’s diary entries.


    Writing in June 1944, Sarah recounts her version of the night of the rocket. When it hit, and she saw Bendrix lying underneath the door, she was certain he was dead. She began to pray to God, offering Him anything in return for Bendrix’s life, finally promising, “I’ll give him up for ever, only let him be alive” (p. 113).


    Keeping her promise to God, Sarah continues to avoid Bendrix – destroying his letter without reading it. She attempts a half-hearted relationship with a colleague of Henry’s called Dunstan, and on another occasion kisses an air-raid warden, but without investment in either man. In September 1945, Sarah finds an old business card for Richard Smythe and decides to drop in on him. If he might convince her totally of God’s non-existence, she could be free to break her promise and to see Bendrix again. Richard’s arguments do not convince her, but she finds his company distracts from the day-to-day loneliness, and in Richard she also sees someone who needs help.


    In the face of Richard’s rationalist arguments, God looms larger and larger in Sarah’s head. The night when Bendrix and Henry are having a drink, and Henry is suspicious that she is out visiting a lover, she is actually just walking in the rain. Soon after having lunch with Bendrix at Rule’s, Sarah suddenly decides to leave Henry for good and to be with Bendrix. She writes Henry a goodbye letter, and is just about to place it when Henry returns from lunch with Bendrix – the lunch over which Bendrix has confessed to their affair. Henry is distraught and Sarah, abandoning her plan for happiness, promises that she will stay with him always.


    Soon after, during another rationalist consultation, Richard asks Sarah to marry him. She lets him down as nicely as she can, planting a penitential kiss on his disfigured cheek, which to Richard smacks of pity.


    BOOK FOUR


    Directly as he finishes reading, Bendrix calls Sarah on the telephone. She tells him that she is ill in bed and begs him not to come over, but he insists. Just as Bendrix arrives Sarah is leaving the house and he follows her into a nearby church. He sits beside her and desperately explains his misunderstandings, his reading of her diary and his continued love for her. He assures her that everything will be fine, that they can build a life together, and eventually she falls asleep on his shoulder. Waking up, she asks to be left in the church alone for a bit, and believing them reunited, Bendrix leaves in good spirits.


    Over the week he focuses on his writing, while picturing their future life together and waiting for her phone call. Finally the telephone does ring, but it is Henry, who informs Bendrix that Sarah has died.


    BOOK FIVE


    Bendrix goes to spend the night with Henry and the two stay up drinking. Henry tells him how Sarah caught a cold that night she was out walking in the rain, and the cold reached her chest; and all that time she refused to see a doctor. Alongside the devastating shock, Henry is concerned about funeral arrangements. He believes it possible that Sarah had been taking steps towards converting to Catholicism. Bendrix, still jealous beyond the threshold of the grave, and wishing to deny God His victory, refutes this, steering Henry towards cremation.


    The next morning, while Henry is still asleep, Richard Smythe drops by – wishing to pay his respects to Sarah’s body. He asks about the burial, and insists that Sarah had been converting to Catholicism, but still Bendrix resists. As Richard leaves, Bendrix notices that he has taken a small snipping of Sarah’s hair with him.


    On returning home, Bendrix discovers a letter from Sarah that had arrived late. In it she admits her love, but also declares her belief in God, and her intention of becoming a Catholic – meaning ultimately that they can never be together.


    On the day of Sarah’s funeral, Bendrix organises a meeting with a literary critic called Waterbury beforehand. He meets with Waterbury and the critic’s assistant, Sylvia, at a sherry-bar. The meeting goes badly and Bendrix needs to leave early to make the funeral, but Sylvia is heading the same way, so they take the tube together. Bendrix thinks over the events of the day before, when a priest, Father Crompton, made a last unsuccessful attempt to argue for a Catholic funeral. Bendrix invites Sylvia to join him at the funeral, but when they arrive, the service has already finished. He is just wishing for an escape from Sylvia and her potentially romantic attentions, when Sarah’s mother approaches him to borrow a pound. Bendrix and Sarah’s mother go for dinner together, and there Bendrix learns that Sarah was baptized a Catholic by her mother, but never knew it.


    After the funeral, Henry invites Bendrix to come and live with him, and Bendrix accepts. Brought together by Sarah’s loss, the two become friends. Despite the mounting evidence of divine presence in Sarah’s life and death, including the inexplicable healing of Richard’s birthmark, Bendrix remains the jealous and ultimately defeated lover.
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