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The Hierophant or High Priest

At breakfast, Alice checked her schedule. She blinked when she saw the orders and tarot readings.

“How bad is it?” asked Eliot.

“Oh, not too bad. I can do the work after lunch. So, I can get a card to study after breakfast. It’s actually a relief.”

He smiled. “Good. I think it works better when I just let you handle all the toiletry item crafting for the big and small orders. It’s not a problem when I give the small orders to the clients who stop by.”

“I’ve noticed that too. I’m glad you don’t pack up the toiletry items for the big orders. I think it would just confuse me if you did.”

“Okay, then I’ll just let you do that part. It’s easier on us both.”

They finished eating and cleared the table. They put the dishes in soapy water to soak. Then they put away leftovers and cleaned the kitchen. He went to the greenhouse and turned on music. She went to the tarot reading room and stopped in front of the shelf. She spread the remaining cards in the special deck and picked one. She straightened up the cards and left the room.

She walked upstairs and into their room. She sat down at her desk. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She blinked at the three different versions of the Hierophant card. The card from the special deck also called it the High Priest. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and lost track of time. She didn’t worry as she knew sooner or later she would hear her husband cooking lunch or her stomach would growl. She also knew she could take care of the orders and tarot clients after lunch.

She kept jotting down her notes and didn’t stop until she heard Eliot cooking in the kitchen. She smiled and set her pen down. She stood up and left their room. She walked downstairs into the kitchen.

He turned around to look at her. He smiled. “It’s good to see you smile. I take it the studying went well.”

She nodded. She set the table and grabbed drinks. She sat down. He finished cooking and served them. He sat down with her and they ate together.

He asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen. She sat at the table across from the young elves.

Alice answered, “The Hierophant or the High Priest.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is the wise one, a religious or spiritual leader, mercy and goodness, someone to admire and to look to for help. It can also be advice, faith, spirituality, wisdom, help, protection, doubts removed, productive wait, traditions, conventional expectations, conformity, marriage, commitment, religion, beliefs, or knowledge sharing. The card can specifically refer to a pope or high priest, hence why in the special deck it has both hierophant and high priest on it as the name of the card.”

Madeline nodded. “I’m glad you noticed that. The Hierophant is also the masculine counterpart to the High Priestess. What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is extreme irreverence, especially towards religion. It could also be gullibility, repeated errors, inability to cope with different philosophies or need to go one’s own way or even rebellion.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You know what to do next.”

Alice smiled as Madeline disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “So, just four cards left. I wonder if you’ll get the High Priestess tomorrow.”

“Perhaps I will. It’s too soon to say. For now, I need to do my work after lunch.”

“The orders don’t look too bad today. I will craft more herbs once we get back to the greenhouse. The boxes are labeled and have my part of the orders in them already.”

“Good. Then I can finish them.”

“Oh, and don’t worry about cleaning the greenhouse today. Just focus on your crafting and your tarot clients.”

“Sounds good to me. I’m glad we decided to feed the cats and clean out their litter boxes in the morning. That helps out too.”

“I know it does.”

They finished eating and cleared the table. They added more dirty dishes to the soapy water and put the leftovers away. Then they cleaned the kitchen. They walked to the greenhouse hand in hand. They found Klio and Klia on their favorite perch chatting with the neighborhood cats.

The big screen clearly displayed the orders and Alice went to work on her part of the crafting. Eliot went in search of the plants they would need for their back stock. It didn’t seem long for her to finish the big orders. She packed up everything and sealed the boxes. Then she set them aside to make it easier for the delivery person to pick them up.

Then she focused on the smaller orders and back stock. He came back and worked on his part of the back stock. The delivery person stopped by and took the boxes with a smile to the elves. Alice and Eliot smiled back and they waved to each other. The delivery person loaded their vehicle and left.

Alice finished her crafting just in time for her first client. She left the greenhouse to lead her into the tarot reading room. Eliot remained to finish working on the back stock and clean the greenhouse. He also dealt with the clients who came and went for their orders or tarot readings.

In the tarot reading room, the client sat down and Alice picked a deck. She shuffled the cards.

The client said, “Just a general reading for today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Page of Pentacles, 6 of Cups and Page of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see there is a young person around you who is studying. You are friends and have good memories together. It looks as if this friend of yours now has a love offer for you.”

The client blinked. “Oh? I didn’t see that coming.” She paused. “Oh, I know who it is. We’ve been friends ever since we were kids and I guess something happened. He’s been acting a bit differently around me. That must be it.”

Alice smiled. “That doesn’t sound so bad. What do you think of him?”

“We’ve been so close that I think I feel quite comfortable with him. Having a romance with him doesn’t sound bad to me. In fact, it sounds great.” She smiled. “Thank you. I guess I just need to ask him about how he feels about me.”

Alice smiled and led her out. Another client was waiting and Alice led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down and Alice shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I feel stuck and unsure of what I need to do.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Queen of Swords, 3 of Wands and the Sun. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you as the Queen of Swords. You’re quite logical and your head rules more than your heart. You have knowledge of the dark side of life and sometimes that clouds your thoughts. However, you can see through that sooner or later. You will find a way out of feeling stuck. It just takes times. Then you will be happy out in the sun.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I guess I needed a reminder. The sun will light my way through this.”

“Exactly.”

Alice led them out and found another client waiting. She led the next client into the tarot reading room. They sat down. Alice picked up the deck and shuffled it.

The client said, “I’m not sure if I’m at the beginning or the end of a cycle.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Page of Swords, the World and 9 of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you have started a journey. Perhaps it is also the end of a former cycle. But you have much to look forward to. You might feel you’re a spy trying to find out whatever it is you need to know. So, after all your hard work, you will become financially stable and secure. Not just financially, but spiritually as well.”

The client sighed. “Thank you. I feel better now. So, endings become beginnings?”

Alice nodded. “They certainly do that. They blend together so well that sometimes we can’t tell the difference between them.”

Alice led the client out of the house and met Eliot in the greenhouse. He had just finished with the clients for the day.

“Eliot, I never realized it until just now.” She smiled at him.

“What is that?”

“You’re the upright High Priest.”

He smiled. “What makes you say that?”

“You’re good at plants and magic. I know you’re quite spiritual. I know I can rely on you and you won’t dominate me or try to control me.”

“I’m glad you realize that. We are also married in a somewhat traditional sense, although I don’t think we have a traditional marriage overall.”

She laughed. “No, we’re partners. We’re equals in this relationship.”

They embraced and kissed.
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