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I Giaxsixa, I thank, my ancestors, my mom, my daughters, and now my grands for the amazing journey we are on together. I am your biggest fan and love you all to the Nusi (moon) and back!

I Giaxsixa, I thank, Abalone Woman for landing in my dreams to confirm we humans have so many things in common and to remind us to appreciate all the different cultures from around the world! Stories are Medicine! [image: ]

Giaxsixa, thank you, to Lara Kordic at Heritage House Publishing for seeing and believing in my trilogy of books!
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Many nights, Little Wolf went to sleep with a heavy heart as she thought about her mother’s childhood. Little Wolf’s mother, White Raven, had spent ten years in a residential school when she was a girl. Like many First Nations children of her generation, White Raven had her culture, language, family, and community taken away from her. She felt the pain of this experience for her entire life. Little Wolf felt it too.



[image: ]

Little Wolf couldn’t understand how some people could be so mean! From the adults who ran the residential schools to the kids who had teased Little Wolf when she was a girl, some people felt it was their right to be cruel to those who were different.

One night, after she fell asleep thinking about this, Little Wolf was given a dream.




In the dream, Little Wolf stood before a painting of a frog. Slowly, the painting blurred and turned into a scene of people gathered along the seashore. The tide was out, and the people had their backs to Little Wolf.

Then the painting came alive! Little Wolf found herself among the people on the beach. She even wore the same type of woven-bark clothing they had on!
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The people had just finished gathering clams for a feast. Little Wolf walked through the shallow, warm water and saw a bright purple starfish. She was hypnotized by it and cradled the starfish in her hands, soaking in its beauty. Time seemed to stand still.




Suddenly, a man started yelling and pointing towards a distant spot in the water. Little Wolf looked where the man was pointing and gasped.

A large serpent rose out of the water, flying towards the people on the beach. The people were terrified! They had never seen anything like this before and started to panic.

“We have to kill it before more serpents arrive!” the same man yelled.

The people, still afraid, started picking up rocks and spears and anything they could find to attack the quickly approaching serpent. As they did this, more serpents appeared above the surface of the water.
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Although she felt uneasy too, Little Wolf did not want to kill the serpents. She couldn’t explain why, but she knew she had to stop everyone.

“Wait!” she yelled. “Don’t kill them. If you only look into their eyes, you will see their souls. You will see their beauty. And you will see that there is no reason to be afraid.”

But the people didn’t listen.

[image: ]
As more serpents rose from the ocean, one man started spearing the serpents, then the other men and women did the same. Soon all the serpents were dead.

The people decided to bury the serpents at the edge of the ocean, covered with wet sand and clay. This would harden and trap their spirits.

After completing this task, everyone was tired. They sat and stood in a line to survey the mound of sand and clay that held the
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